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THE HUMBLE GRANNY SQUARE: A
TIMELESS CROCHET CLASSIC

Walk into any yarn shop, scroll through
crafting  social  media,  or  peek  into  a
vintage  trunk  at  a  flea  market,  and  you
are bound to encounter it:  the granny
square.  For  decades,  this  small,  often
colorful  crocheted  motif  has  been  a
cornerstone  of  the  fiber  arts  world.  But
what  is  a  granny  square  exactly,  and
why  has  this  simple  geometric  shape
captured  the  hearts  of  crafters  for
generations? More than just a remnant
of 1970s decor, the granny square is a
versatile,  portable,  and  endlessly
creative building block. This article will
explore  the  definition,  history,  anatomy,
and modern resurgence of  the granny
square, explaining why this little patch of
yarn  remains  a  beloved  project  for
beginners and expert crocheters alike.

WHAT IS A GRANNY SQUARE? A
CLEAR DEFINITION

At  its  most  basic  level,  what  is  a
granny square? A granny square is a
piece  of  crochet  fabric  worked  in  the
round, typically starting from the center
and  moving  outward.  I t  i s  most
commonly  square-shaped,  though
circular,  hexagonal,  and  triangular
variations  exist.  The  classic  granny
square is constructed using a repeating
pattern  of  clusters  of  double  crochet
stitches (often called "granny clusters")
separated  by  chain  spaces.  These

clusters are usually worked in groups of
three,  forming  the  iconic  "holey"  look
that defines the motif.
The beauty of the granny square lies in
its  modular  nature.  You  create  many
individual squares, each one a complete
miniature  project,  and  then  join  them
together  to  form  larger  items  like
afghans,  scarves,  bags,  and garments.
This "building block" approach makes it
incredibly  accessible.  If  you  can make
one  good  square,  you  can  make  a
hundred,  and  then  you  can  assemble
them into something magnificent.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
GRANNY SQUARE

Understanding what a granny square
is  also  means  understanding  where  it
came from. While the exact origins are
murky, the granny square as we know it
likely emerged in the late 19th century.
Early examples of crochet in the round
exist  from  earlier  periods,  but  the
specific  cluster-stitch  square  gained
massive  popularity  in  the  early  to
mid-20th  century.
During the Great Depression, the granny
square  was  a  symbol  of  thrift  and
resourcefulness.  Crafters  would  use
every scrap of yarn they had, working
small squares from leftover bits to create
warm blankets for their families without
buying  new  materials.  This  practical,
economical  aspect  gave  the  granny
square its  name—a nod to the clever,
frugal grandmothers who mastered the
technique.  The  style  exploded  in  the
1970s, becoming synonymous with the
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bohemian  aesthetic,  vibrant  color
combinations,  and  the  handmade
movement.  It  fell  somewhat  out  of
mainstream  fashion  in  the  1980s  and
1990s, but the 21st century has seen a
massive  revival,  with  modern  makers
embracing the square for its retro charm
and contemporary adaptability.

THE ANATOMY OF A CLASSIC
GRANNY SQUARE

To fully answer the question "what is a
granny square?", we need to look at its
structure. A traditional granny square is
built in rounds. Here is a breakdown of
its key elements:

Center Ring: This is the starting
point, usually a small circle of
chain stitches (often chain 4,
joined into a ring) or a "magic ring"
(an adjustable loop).
Granny Clusters: The most
distinctive feature. A granny
cluster is typically three double
crochet stitches worked into the
same space or stitch. These
clusters form the dense, textured
parts of the square.
Chain Spaces: Between the
clusters, you will find one or more
chain stitches. These create the
open, lacy holes that give the
granny square its airy feel and also
serve as the corners.
Corners: To turn a circle into a
square, you increase at four
points. This is usually done by
working two clusters into the same
corner space, separated by chain
stitches (e.g., cluster, chain 2,
cluster).
Sides: Between the corners, you
work one cluster into each chain
space from the previous round.
The sides remain relatively

straight.

The  fundamental  pattern  is  incredibly
simple: make a ring, then work rounds of
clusters, increasing at the four corners to
maintain  the  square  shape.  You  can
change  color  every  round,  every  two
rounds,  or  keep  it  all  one  color.  This
structure is the foundation upon which
countless variations are built.

Basic Stitches
Used in a Granny
Square
If you are new to crochet and wondering
what is a granny square in terms of
skill requirement, you only need to know
a few basic stitches:

Chain Stitch (ch): Used for the1.
starting ring and the spaces
between clusters.
Double Crochet (dc): The2.
primary stitch used to form the
granny clusters. Some variations
use treble crochet for a taller,
lacier look.
Slip Stitch (sl st): Used to join3.
the end of a round to the
beginning, closing the circle.

That is it. With just these three stitches,
you can create a classic granny square.
This low barrier to entry is a huge reason
for its enduring popularity.

WHY ARE GRANNY SQUARES SO
POPULAR?

The  question  "what  is  a  granny
square?"  cannot be answered without
discussing its unique appeal. This simple
motif has endured for over a century for
several compelling reasons:
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Portability: A granny square is a
small, self-contained project. You
can carry one ball of yarn and a
hook in your bag and work a
square while commuting, waiting
for an appointment, or watching
television. It is the ultimate "on-
the-go" craft.
Scrap Yarn Friendly: Granny
squares are the perfect way to use
up leftover yarn from larger
projects. Every odd ball or partial
skein can become a square,
making it an economical and
waste-reducing craft.
Easy to Learn, Hard to Master:
The basic square is beginner-
friendly, but the possibilities for
variation are infinite. You can
experiment with different color
combinations, stitch patterns, and
joining methods for a lifetime of
learning.
Modular and Manageable:
Instead of feeling overwhelmed by
a huge blanket, you work on small,
manageable squares. Finishing
each square provides a quick
sense of accomplishment, keeping
you motivated throughout a large
project.
Endless Creativity: A granny
square is a blank canvas. It can be
vintage, modern, boho, minimalist,
or maximalist. The choice of yarn
weight, fiber, and color palette
completely transforms the final
look.

TYPES OF GRANNY SQUARES:
BEYOND THE CLASSIC

While  the  classic  three-double-crochet
cluster is the most well-known, what is
a  granny  square  has  expanded  to
include a vast family of related motifs.

Here are some popular variations:

Solid Granny Square: This
variation eliminates the large
holes by using a more dense stitch
pattern. It often uses half-double
crochet or modified clusters that
sit closer together, creating a solid
fabric perfect for winter garments.
Sunburst Granny Square: A
stunning variation that starts with
a floral or starburst center, often
using puff stitches or popcorns to
create a textured, dimensional
flower that opens into a square.
Hexagon and Octagon Motifs:
Why stop at four sides? Granny-
style clusters can be worked into
hexagons or octagons, creating
different geometries that can be
joined for unique shapes and
patterns.
Lacy Granny Square: This style
uses more chain stitches and
fewer clusters, creating a more
open, airy, and delicate fabric. It is
often used for summer tops and
lightweight shawls.
Continuous Granny Square:
Instead of making many small
squares, this method uses a
special joining technique to create
one large square as you go,
eliminating the need for a final
assembly.

COMMON PROJECTS: WHAT DO
YOU MAKE WITH GRANNY
SQUARES?

Once you understand what a granny
square is, the next logical question is:
what  can  you  build  with  them?  The
possibilities are nearly endless, but some
classic projects include:

Afghans and Blankets: The most
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iconic use. A granny square
blanket is a warm, colorful
heirloom that can be passed down
through generations.
Scarves and Shawls: A row of
joined squares creates a lovely
scarf, while a larger triangular
arrangement makes a beautiful
shawl.
Bags and Totes: The sturdy,
modular nature of granny squares
makes them perfect for market
bags, purses, and backpacks.
Lining them adds structure and
durability.
Garments: From retro vests and
cardigans to modern summer tops
and even dresses, garments made
from granny squares are a bold,
creative fashion statement.
Home Decor: Pillows, cushion
covers, coasters, placemats, and
even lamp shades can be crafted
from granny squares, adding a
touch of handmade warmth to any
room.
Baby Items: Small, soft granny
squares in pastel colors make for
beautiful baby blankets and
loveys.

TIPS FOR YOUR FIRST GRANNY
SQUARE PROJECT

If  you  are  inspired  to  try  making  a
granny square after learning what is a
granny square, here are some tips to
set you up for success:

Choose the Right Yarn: For your1.
first square, choose a smooth,
light-colored yarn in a worsted
weight (medium weight). Avoid
dark colors or fuzzy yarns, as they
make it hard to see your stitches.
Use a Good Hook: A mid-size2.
hook, around 5mm to 5.5mm (US

size H or I), is comfortable and
works well with worsted weight
yarn. Look for an ergonomic hook
if you have hand pain.
Watch Your Tension: Try to keep3.
your tension consistent. If your
stitches are too tight, the square
will curl. If they are too loose, it
will be floppy. Practice makes
perfect.
Block Your Squares: Blocking is4.
the process of wetting or steaming
your finished squares and pinning
them into shape to dry. This evens
out stitches, makes all squares the
same size, and gives your final
project a professional, polished
look.
Embrace Imperfection: Your first5.
few squares might not be perfect.
That is okay. The charm of
handmade items lies in their slight
irregularities. Keep practicing, and
you will improve quickly.

THE MODERN GRANNY SQUARE
REVIVAL

In the age of social media, what is a
granny  square  has  been  redefined.
Platforms like Instagram, Pinterest, and
Ravelry have fueled a massive revival.
Modern makers are not just recreating
their  grandmother's  afghans;  they  are
pushing  the  boundaries  of  design.
Contemporary granny squares use bold,
unexpected  color  palettes—think
monochrome,  gradients,  and  neon
accents.  They  are  used  in  modern
fashion by indie designers and high-end
labels alike. The granny square has shed
its purely vintage image and become a
symbol of slow fashion, mindful making,
and creative self-expression.
This  revival  is  also  about  community.
Online  crochet-a-longs  (CALs)  bring
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thousands of people together to work on the same granny square project, sharing
their progress, tips,


