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UNDERSTANDING THE ORIGINS
OF A CLASSIC: WHEN WAS THE
OUTSIDERS PUBLISHED?

Few young adult novels have left as
indelible a mark on literature and
popular culture as S.E. Hinton's The
Outsiders. For decades, readers have
been captivated by the raw emotion, the
stark portrayal of class conflict, and the

unforgettable characters like Ponyboy
Curtis, Johnny Cade, and Dallas Winston.
If you have ever found yourself asking,
when was The Outsiders published,
you are not alone. The answer is not just
a trivial fact; it is a doorway into
understanding why this book resonated
so powerfully with its first readers and
why it continues to do so today.

The straightforward answer is that The
Outsiders was published in 1967.
More specifically, the novel was released


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

by Viking Press on April 24, 1967. This
single date marks a watershed moment
in the history of young adult literature.
To fully appreciate the significance of
that year, however, we must look
beyond the simple date and explore the
world into which the book was born, the
astonishingly young age of its author,
and the cultural forces that shaped its
creation.

The Author
Behind the
Novel: A

Teenage
Phenomenon

One of the most remarkable aspects of
the publication of The Outsiders is the
age of its author. Susan Eloise Hinton
was only fifteen years old when she
began writing the manuscript and just
eighteen when the book was officially
released in 1967. This is an essential
part of the story when discussing when
was The Outsiders published,
because the book's authenticity and raw
teenage voice come directly from
Hinton's own lived experience.

Growing up in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Hinton
was frustrated with the way teenagers
were portrayed in literature. She found
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the existing "teen novels" of the early
1960s to be saccharine and
disconnected from the real struggles of
adolescence. She wanted to write
something truthful about the social
divisions she saw every day at her high
school, specifically the tension between
two rival groups: the Greasers and the
Socs (pronounced "soashes," short for
Socials).

Hinton wrote the manuscript during her
junior and senior years of high school.
Her mother initially worried that her
daughter was spending too much time
writing, but after reading the
manuscript, she recognized its potential.
The manuscript was eventually
submitted to Viking Press, and editor
Velma Varner took a chance on the
young author. The decision to publish

the book under the initials "S.E. Hinton"
was a deliberate one; her publisher
feared that readers and critics would
dismiss a novel about gang violence if
they knew it was written by a girl. By
using her initials, Hinton allowed the
book to be judged on its own merits.

The Cultural
Landscape of
1967

To truly understand when was The
Outsiders published and why it had
such an immediate impact, we must
consider the year 1967 in American
history. The late 1960s were a time of



immense social upheaval. The Vietnam
War was escalating, the Civil Rights
Movement was at its peak, and a
growing counterculture was challenging
traditional values. Teenagers in this era
were confronting a world that felt
increasingly divided and unstable.

The novel's themes of class warfare,
loyalty, and the loss of innocence
resonated deeply with young readers
who saw the world in similar terms. The
Greasers represented the working class
and the marginalized, while the Socs
represented the privileged elite. This
dynamic mirrored the broader societal
conflicts of the time. When readers
asked when was The Outsiders
published, they were often also asking
what made this book feel so different
from everything else on the shelves.

Prior to 1967, young adult literature was
dominated by lighthearted stories about
dating, school, and minor family
disagreements. The Outsiders broke
this mold with its unflinching portrayal of
violence, poverty, and death. It did not
talk down to its audience. It treated
teenagers as intelligent beings capable
of handling complex emotional and
moral questions. This was a radical
approach, and it paid off immediately.

The Immediate
Reception and
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Best-Seller
Status

Upon its release in April 1967, The
Outsiders received strong reviews and
quickly became a best-seller. The book
was praised for its gritty realism and its
compassionate portrayal of characters
who were easy to dismiss as
delinquents. Within a few years, it had
sold millions of copies and was being
taught in schools across the United
States.

The question when was The Outsiders
published became a common topic in
classrooms, not just as a date to
memorize, but as a starting point for
discussions about why the book was so

groundbreaking for its time. It was one
of the first novels to bridge the gap
between children's literature and adult
literature, creating what we now
recognize as the modern young adult
genre.

The Plot in Brief:
Why It Still
Matters

For those who may not have read the
book recently, a quick recap helps
explain the enduring appeal. The novel is
narrated by Ponyboy Curtis, a fourteen-
year-old Greaser living with his two older
brothers, Darry and Sodapop, after the



death of their parents in a car accident.
The story unfolds over a short period of
time, covering a violent confrontation
with the Socs, a tragic death, and a
subsequent escape from the law.

The central conflict intensifies when
Ponyboy and his best friend Johnny are
attacked by a group of Socs. Johnny kills
one of the attackers in self-defense, and
the two boys go into hiding with the help
of their friend Dallas. The consequences
of this event are devastating, leading to
a fire, a heroic rescue, and ultimately the
death of Johnny and Dallas. The novel
ends with Ponyboy reflecting on the
need for understanding between the two
social classes, famously writing his
English theme paper, which becomes the
novel itself.

The emotional weight of the story is

carried by its iconic lines, including
Johnny's deathbed plea to Ponyboy:
"Stay gold, Ponyboy. Stay gold."” This
reference to a Robert Frost poem
encapsulates the novel's central
message about holding onto innocence
and hope in a harsh world. Knowing
when was The Outsiders published
helps readers understand why this
message of preserving innocence was so
poignant for a generation watching the
world around them change at a dizzying
pace.

The Film
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Adaptation and
Cultural Impact

In 1983, sixteen years after the book's
release, director Francis Ford Coppola
brought The Outsiders to the big
screen. The movie adaptation was a
major cultural event in its own right,
introducing the story to a new
generation and launching the careers of
several young actors who would become
Hollywood legends. The cast included:

e C. Thomas Howell as Ponyboy
Curtis

e Ralph Macchio as Johnny Cade

e Matt Dillon as Dallas Winston

e Patrick Swayze as Darry Curtis

Rob Lowe as Sodapop Curtis
Emilio Estevez as Two-Bit
Matthews

Tom Cruise as Steve Randle
Diane Lane as Cherry Valance

The film's release in 1983 led to a
resurgence of interest in the book, and
the question when was The Outsiders
published was asked anew by a
generation of readers who had
discovered the story through the movie.
The film stayed remarkably faithful to
the book, and Coppola even had the
young actors participate in a "boot
camp" to build the camaraderie that the
Greasers display in the novel.



Enduring Legacy
In Education
Literature

Today, The Outsiders remains one of
the most frequently taught novels in
middle and high school English classes
across the United States. It is
consistently ranked on lists of the most
influential young adult novels of all time.
When students first ask when was The
Outsiders published, they are often
surprised to learn that the book is older
than their parents or even their
grandparents. The fact that a novel from
1967 still feels relevant to teenagers in
the 2020s is a testament to the

afle

universality of its themes.

The novel has sold over fifteen million
copiqs worldwide and has been
ted into dozens of languages. It
has never been out of print. The answer
to the question when was The
Outsiders published is not just a
historical footnote; it is a marker of a
turning point in literary history. The book
essentially created the market for
realistic, issue-driven young adult fiction.
Without The Outsiders, we might not
have the works of authors like Laurie
Halse Anderson, John Green, or Angie
Thomas, all of whom have cited Hinton
as an influence.
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Common
Questions About
the Publication

Beyond the core question of when was
The Outsiders published, readers
often have related inquiries that deepen
their understanding of the book's
context:

1. Who was the original
publisher? The novel was first
published by Viking Press, which
was later acquired by Penguin
Books. The current editions are
published by Penguin Young
Readers Group.

2. How long did it take to write?

S.E. Hinton worked on the
manuscript for about a year and a
half, starting when she was fifteen
and finishing when she was
sixteen.

. Was the title always The

Outsiders? The working title of
the manuscript was initially
different, but Hinton and her editor
settled on The Outsiders because
it perfectly captured the theme of
social alienation.

. Why did the author use

initials? As mentioned earlier, the
publisher worried that male
readers and critics would not take
a book about gang violence
seriously if they knew the author
was a teenage girl. The initials



"S.E." were chosen to obscure her
gender.

5. Are there different editions?
Yes. In 2007, a 40th anniversary
edition was released with new
material, including an introduction
by the author and interviews.
There is also a 50th anniversary
edition that includes additional
reflections.

The Historical
Significance of
the Publication

10

Year

The year 1967 is significant for several
reasons beyond the publication of this
novel. It was the year of the Summer of
Love, the Six-Day War, and the Detroit
riots. It was the year the first Super Bowl
was played and the year Sgt. Pepper's
Lonely Hearts Club Band was released.
American society was in flux, and young
people were searching for voices that
spoke to their experiences. S.E. Hinton
provided one of those voices.

When we consider when was The
Outsiders published, we see that it
arrived at precisely the right moment.
The civil rights movement had
highlighted deep social inequalities, and
the growing anti-war movement had
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made young people more politically
aware. The novel's critique of class-
based discrimination and its plea for
empathy across social divides resonated
with a generation that was questioning
authority and demanding change.

Comparing the
Book to Its
Contemporaries

To fully appreciate when was The
Outsiders published, it helps to look at
what else was being published for
teenagers at the time. In the mid-1960s,
most books for young readers were
relatively safe and formulaic. There were
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series like Nancy Drew and The Hardy
Boys, which offered adventure but little
in the way of social commentary. There
were romance novels for girls that
focused on dating and popularity.

The Outsiders was different. It dealt

with:

e Domestic violence and neglect

e Gang violence and its
consequences

e Poverty and socioeconomic
inequality

e Grief and trauma

e Moral ambiguity and redemption

These were not topics that mainstream
publishers considered appropriate for
young readers in 1967. Hinton's success
proved that teenagers were ready
for—and hungry for—Iliterature that



reflected their real lives, including the
difficult parts. The publication date
marks the moment when young adult
literature grew up.

The Continuing
Relevance

When a new generation of readers asks
when was The Outsiders published,
they are often surprised that a book
written over fifty years ago still speaks
to their own experiences. Social media
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has changed the way teenagers interact,
but the fundamental dynamics of social
division, the desire for belonging, and
the pain of loss remain the same.

The novel has also been adapted into a
stage play and a television series, and it
continues to be referenced in popular
culture. Songs have been written about
its characters, and its lines have become
part of the cultural lexicon. The phrase
"stay gold" appears on merchandise,
tattoos, and social media profiles, a
testament to the lasting power of
Hinton's message
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