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For fans of young adult
fiction, the vampire
genre holds a special
place, blending
supernatural allure
with timeless themes
of identity, power, and
forbidden love. Among
the countless series
that have risen and
fallen, one stands out
for its unique twist on
vampire lore: the Blue
Bloods Series by
Melissa De La Cruz.

First introduced in
2006 with the novel
Blue Bloods, this series
reimagines vampires
not as undead
creatures of the night,
but as an ancient,
aristocratic lineage
that has walked among
humans for centuries.
Set against the
glamorous backdrop of
New York City’s elite,
the series weaves
together mystery,
romance, and social
commentary in a way
that has captivated
readers around the
world.

Melissa De La Cruz's
creation is far more
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than a typical vampire
saga. It explores
themes of privilege,
sacrifice, and  the
weight of history, all
while delivering page-
turning drama.
Whether you are a
long-time fan or a
newcomer curious
about this iconic series,
this article will provide
a comprehensive look
at the Blue Bloods
Series by Melissa De
La Cruz—its plot,
characters, themes,
and lasting impact on
the literary landscape.

WHAT ARE THE
BLUE BLOODS? A
UNIQUE VAMPIRE
MYTHOLOGY

At the heart of the
Blue Bloods Series
by Melissa De La
Cruz is a fresh
mythology that sets it
apart from other
vampire stories. In this
universe, vampires are

not the result of a bite
or a curse; rather, they
are the fallen angels
known as the Blue
Bloods. These beings
once served as the
elite among the angels
in Heaven, but after a
rebellion, they were
cast down to Earth.
Forced to live among
mortals, they retain
their immortal souls
but must cycle through
human lives,
constantly being
reborn into wealthy,
powerful families.

The “Blue Blood” name
comes from the
copper-based blood
that flows in their
veins—a reference to
their aristocratic
heritage. Unlike
traditional vampires,
these beings are not
afraid of sunlight or
garlic; instead, they
face dangers like the
Silver Bloods, a corrupt
faction that has turned
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to evil and hunts their
own kind. This lore is
gradually revealed
throughout the series,
giving readers a rich,
layered mythology that
evolves with each
book.

The
Setting:
Glamour
and
Intrigue

The series is
predominantly set in
New York City,

particularly among the
upper echelons of
Manhattan society.
From exclusive private
schools to charity galas
and penthouse
apartments, the world
of the Blue Bloods is
one of privilege and

hidden secrets. Yet
beneath the glittering
surface lies a
dangerous underworld
of immortal politics,
ancient rivalries, and a
constant struggle for
survival. This
juxtaposition of the
ordinary and the
supernatural makes
the story relatable yet
fantastical.

KEY CHARACTERS
THAT DRIVE THE
STORY

The Blue Bloods
Series by Melissa De
La Cruz features a
large ensemble cast,
but the narrative
primarily follows
Schuyler Van Alen, a
teenager who
discovers her Blue
Blood heritage.
Schuyler is an
outsider—quiet,

artistic, and living with
her grandmother after
her mother’s




mysterious coma. As
she learns about her
immortal past, she
finds herself  torn
between two loves:
Jack Force, a
charismatic Blue Blood
from a powerful family,
and Oliver, her loyal
human best friend.

Other notable
characters include:

e Mimi Force -
Jack’s twin sister,
a fierce and
competitive Blue
Blood who
initially opposes
Schuyler.

Bliss Llewellyn
- Schuyler’s best
friend, whose
own journey
involves a dark
connection to the
Silver Bloods.
Dylan Ward - a
mysterious new
student with
secrets of his
own.

Each character
contributes to the
complex web of
alliances and betrayals
that define the series.
Their personal growth
mirrors the overarching
themes of choice,
destiny, and
redemption.

BOOKS IN THE
BLUE BLOODS
SERIES

The original Blue
Bloods Series by
Melissa De La Cruz
consists of nine main
novels, along with
several spin-offs and
novellas. Here is the
chronological order of
the core books:

1. Blue Bloods
(2006)

2. Masquerade
(2007)

3. Revelations
(2008)

4. The Van Alen
Legacy (2009)
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5. Misguided Angel
(2010)

6. Bloody Valentine
(2010) - a
novella collection

7. Lostin Time
(2011)

8. Kiss of the Spider
Woman (2012) -
note: this is a
short story in a
compilation

9. Gates of Paradise
(2013) - the final
main novel

Additionally, De La
Cruz wrote a prequel
trilogy called
Bloodlines (e.g.,
Bloodline, Bloody
Valentine, Bloody
Lessons) and a sequel
series, Blue Bloods:
New World, which
continues the story.

MAJOR THEMES
EXPLORED IN THE
SERIES

While the Blue Bloods
Series by Melissa De

La Cruz is undeniably
a supernatural thriller,
it also delves into
profound themes that
resonate with both
young adult and adult
readers.

Immortali
ty and
ldentity

The Blue Bloods live
multiple lives, yet they
retain memories from
past incarnations. This
leads to a deep
exploration of self: are
you the same person
you were in a previous
life? Can you escape

mistakes from
centuries ago?
Characters like

Schuyler struggle with
these questions,
especially as they
uncover past loves and
betrayals.



Wealth,
Privilege,
and
Responsi
bility

The series critiques the
excesses of the ultra-
rich through the lens of
the Blue Blood families.
Their power comes
from ancient
bloodlines, mirroring
real-world dynasties.
The narrative suggests
that great privilege
comes with great
moral responsibility—a
lesson many

characters learn the
hard way.

Love and
Sacrifice

Romance is central to
the plot, but it is never
simple. The love
triangle between
Schuyler, Jack, and
Oliver forces readers to
consider the cost of
love. Jack is bound by
immortal laws, while
Oliver represents a
mortal life Schuyler
could never fully share.
Through their
relationships, the
series examines how
love can be both a
salvation and a burden.

WRITING STYLE
AND NARRATIVE
APPROACH

Melissa De La Cruz
employs a fast-paced,
cinematic style that
keeps readers
engaged. Her prose is
accessible yet
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evocative, with short
chapters and multiple
points of view. The
Blue Bloods Series
by Melissa De La
Cruz also incorporates
diary entries, emails,
and historical
flashbacks, adding
depth to the narrative.
The dialogue is sharp
and modern, making
the characters feel
contemporary despite
their ancient origins.

One notable aspect is
the seamless blending
of genres. The series
starts as a high-school
drama with
supernatural elements,
evolves into a
conspiracy thriller, and
culminates in an epic
battle between good
and evil. This evolution
keeps the series fresh
and unpredictable.

CRITICAL ACCLAIM

READER
RECEPTION AND

Since its debut, the
Blue Bloods Series
by Melissa De La
Cruz has enjoyed
strong sales and a
devoted fan base. It
has been praised for its
originality, diverse cast
of characters, and
smart take on vampire
lore. Critics have noted
that while the series
fits within the post-
Twilight YA vampire
boom, it distinguishes
itself through its
intricate mythology
and focus on social
hierarchy.

Some readers have
compared it to Gossip
Girl with fangs, thanks
to its emphasis on high
society and scandal.
Others appreciate how
the series matures
over time, with later
books tackling darker
themes such as loss,
betrayal, and moral



ambiguity. The series
also found success
outside books, with fan
communities creating

art, fan fiction, and
even role-playing
games.

IMPACT ON THE
YOUNG ADULT
GENRE

The Blue Bloods
Series by Melissa De
La Cruz contributed
significantly to the
diversification of
vampire fiction in the
mid-2000s. At a time
when vampires were
often portrayed as
romantic outcasts, De
La Cruz presented
them as powerful
elites—a twist that
resonated with readers
interested in social
dynamics. The series
also paved the way for
other YA series that
blend fantasy with
contemporary settings
and political intrigue.

Moreover, the series’
success demonstrated
that YA readers crave
complex world-building
and long-form series. It
remains a staple
recommendation for
fans of The Vampire
Diaries, House of Night,
or Vampire Academy,
and it continues to find
new readers through
its availability in e-
book and audiobook
formats.

WHERE TO START
AND WHAT TO
EXPECT

If you are new to the
Blue Bloods Series
by Melissa De La
Cruz, the best place to
start is with the first
book, Blue Bloods.
Expect a mix of
mystery, romance, and
supernatural action,
with a  cliffhanger
ending that will leave
you wanting more. The
series is best read in
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order, as character
arcs and plot twists
build upon earlier
installments.

For those who have
read the main series,
the Bloodlines prequels
and the Blue Bloods:
New World sequels
offer additional insight
into the lore and new
adventures for beloved
characters. De La Cruz
has also written
companion novellas
that explore side
stories, such as Bloody
Valentine.

CONCLUSION: WHY
THE BLUE BLOODS
SERIES ENDURES

More than a decade
after its first
publication, the Blue
Bloods Series by
Melissa De La Cruz
remains a beloved
entry in the YA
supernatural genre. Its

clever reimagining of
vampire mythology, its
rich character
development, and its
exploration of timeless
themes ensure that it
continues to capture
the imagination of
readers. Whether you
are drawn to the
glamour of New York's
elite, the intrigue of
ancient conspiracies,
or the timeless
question of what it
means to live forever,

this series offers
something for
everyone.

In a landscape crowded
with vampire stories,
Melissa De La Cruz's
Blue Bloods stand
out—not just for their
blue blood, but for the
depth and heart of
their world. Dive in,
and discover a saga
where the past never
dies and the future is
always in question.



