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INTRODUCTION: WHY YOUR 2008
DODGE AVENGER FUSE BOX
DIAGRAM MATTERS

Owning a 2008 Dodge Avenger means
you are behind the wheel of a stylish and
reliable mid-size sedan that was built to
handle daily commutes and long road
trips alike. However, like any vehicle,
electrical issues can arise at the most

inconvenient times. Whether your radio
stops working, your interior lights flicker,
or your windows refuse to roll down, the
first place you should look is your fuse
box. Understanding the 2008 Dodge
Avenger fuse box diagram is not just
a skill for mechanics—it is a fundamental
part of responsible car ownership that
can save you time, money, and
unnecessary frustration.

Many drivers panic when an electrical
component fails, fearing a costly trip to
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the repair shop. In reality, a blown fuse
is often the culprit, and replacing it is
one of the easiest and cheapest fixes
you can perform yourself. But to do that,
you need to know exactly which fuse
corresponds to which system. That is
precisely what this guide is designed to
provide. We will walk you through the
layout, location, and functionality of
every fuse and relay in your 2008 Dodge
Avenger, ensuring that you are prepared
for any minor electrical hiccup that
comes your way.

Throughout this article, we will cover the
under-hood fuse box, the interior fuse
panel, common troubleshooting tips, and
essential safety precautions. By the time
you finish reading, you will have a
thorough understanding of your vehicle’s
electrical layout and the confidence to

handle fuse replacements on your own.
Let us begin by exploring where these
fuse boxes are located and what each
one controls.

UNDERSTANDING THE FUSE BOX
LAYOUT OF THE 2008 DODGE
AVENGER

The 2008 Dodge Avenger is equipped
with two primary fuse boxes: one located
under the hood and one situated inside
the cabin. Each serves a distinct purpose
and protects different electrical circuits.
The under-hood fuse box, often referred
to as the power distribution center,
handles high-current systems such as
the engine cooling fan, anti-lock brake
system, and starter motor. The interior
fuse box, on the other hand, manages
lower-current components like power
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windows, the radio, and interior lighting.

Knowing the exact location of each fuse
box is the first step toward diagnosing
an electrical problem. Let us look at each
one in detail, including their exact
placements and the fuses they contain.

Location of the
Under-Hood Fuse
Box

The under-hood fuse box on the 2008
Dodge Avenger is situated on the
driver’s side of the engine compartment,
near the battery. It is a black plastic box
with a removable lid. To access it, simply
release the latches on either side and lift

the cover. On the underside of the lid,
you will find a diagram that identifies
each fuse and relay by number and
function. However, this diagram can
sometimes be difficult to read due to
dirt, wear, or poor lighting. That is why
having a detailed written reference is
invaluable.

This box contains a mix of mini fuses,
cartridge fuses, and relays. The relays
are responsible for controlling high-
power devices like the fuel pump, horn,
and cooling fan. When a relay fails, it can
mimic the symptoms of a blown fuse,
which is why it is important to
understand the entire layout.



Location of the
Interior Fuse Box

The interior fuse box on the 2008 Dodge
Avenger is located behind a small access
panel on the lower left side of the
dashboard, near the driver’s knee area.
To open it, simply pull the cover toward
you. The cover itself often contains a
diagram of the fuses inside, along with
their amperage ratings. This panel
controls many of the convenience
features you use every day, including
the power locks, windows, and audio
system.

If you are experiencing issues with any
interior electrical component, this is the
first place to check. The fuses here are

typically standard blade-type mini fuses,
which are easy to remove and inspect
using a simple fuse puller or a pair of
tweezers.

DETAILED 2008 DODGE AVENGER
FUSE BOX DIAGRAM: UNDER-
HOOD (POWER DISTRIBUTION
CENTER)

The under-hood fuse box is the heart of
your vehicle’'s electrical system. It
handles the highest current loads and
protects the most critical systems. Below
is a comprehensive breakdown of the
fuses and relays found in this box. Note
that the amperage ratings and circuit
assignments are based on the standard
factory configuration for the 2008 Dodge
Avenger.
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Key Fuses in the
Under-Hood Box

* Fuse 1 (40A): Anti-lock Brake
System (ABS) pump. This fuse
powers the ABS hydraulic pump,
which is essential for maintaining
control during hard braking.

e Fuse 2 (30A): Cooling fan relay.
This fuse controls the engine
cooling fan, which helps regulate
engine temperature and prevents
overheating.

* Fuse 3 (20A): Fuel pump relay. A
blown fuse here can cause the
engine to crank but not start, as
the fuel pump will not receive
power.

Fuse 4 (20A): Horn relay. If your
horn is not working, this is one of
the first fuses to inspect.

Fuse 5 (15A): Powertrain Control
Module (PCM). This fuse protects
the engine’s main computer, which
controls fuel injection, ignition
timing, and emissions.

Fuse 6 (10A): Air conditioning
compressor clutch. This fuse
engages the A/C compressor when
cooling is requested.

Fuse 7 (25A): Starter relay. If
your engine does not crank when
you turn the key, a faulty starter
relay or blown fuse could be the
cause.

Fuse 8 (30A): Windshield wiper
relay. This fuse powers the wiper
motor and is essential for visibility



in rainy conditions.

e Fuse 9 (20A): Rear window
defroster. This fuse supplies power
to the defroster grid embedded in
the rear window.

e Fuse 10 (15A): Transmission
control module. This fuse protects
the electronic controls for the
automatic transmission.

In addition to these fuses, the under-
hood box contains several relays that
control high-power devices. These
include the cooling fan relay, fuel pump
relay, starter relay, horn relay, and A/C
compressor clutch relay. If a component
is not working and the fuse appears
intact, the relay may be the issue.
Relays can be swapped with identical
ones from other circuits to test

functionality.

DETAILED 2008 DODGE AVENGER
FUSE BOX DIAGRAM: INTERIOR
(CABIN FUSE PANEL)

The interior fuse panel is your go-to
location for issues related to comfort and
convenience features. It is smaller than
the under-hood box but contains a
variety of fuses that protect essential
cabin electronics. Below is a breakdown
of the most important fuses in this panel.

Key Fuses in the
Interior Panel

e Fuse 1 (10A): Left front power
window switch. This fuse controls
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the driver’s side window regulator.

e Fuse 2 (10A): Right front power
window switch. This fuse controls
the passenger’s side window.

e Fuse 3 (20A): Power door locks. If

your door locks are not responding
to the switch or remote, check this
fuse.

e Fuse 4 (15A): Radio and audio
system. A blown fuse here will
silence your speakers and may
cause the radio display to go dark.

* Fuse 5 (10A): Interior courtesy
lights. This includes the dome
light, map lights, and trunk light.

e Fuse 6 (15A): Cigarette lighter
and auxiliary power outlet. If your
charger or lighter is not working,
this is the likely culprit.

e Fuse 7 (10A): Instrument cluster

and gauge display. This fuse
powers the dashboard gauges and
warning lights.

e Fuse 8 (10A): Heated seats (if
equipped). This fuse protects the
seat heating elements.

e Fuse 9 (15A): Turn signals and
hazard lights. If your blinkers are
not flashing, inspect this fuse first.

e Fuse 10 (10A): Rear power
windows (if equipped). This fuse
controls the window regulators in
the rear doors.

The interior fuse panel also contains a
few spare fuse slots, which are empty
from the factory. These can be used for
aftermarket accessories, but you should
always use a fuse with the correct
amperage rating to avoid damaging the



electrical system.

HOW TO READ A 2008 DODGE
AVENGER FUSE BOX DIAGRAM

Reading a fuse box diagram may seem
daunting at first, but it is actually quite
straightforward. Each fuse is labeled
with a number that corresponds to a
specific circuit. The diagram will also
indicate the amperage rating, which is
the maximum current the fuse can
handle before it blows. Using a fuse with
a higher amperage than specified can
lead to wiring damage or even a fire, so
always replace a blown fuse with one of
the exact same rating.

On the 2008 Dodge Avenger, the fuse
box diagrams are typically printed on the
underside of the fuse box cover.
However, these diagrams can fade or

become illegible over time. If you cannot
read the diagram on your cover, you can
find a clear copy in the owner’s manual
or by searching online for a reliable
reference. Having a printed or digital
copy stored in your glove compartment
is a smart practice, especially if you
frequently travel long distances.

COMMON ELECTRICAL ISSUES
AND WHICH FUSE TO CHECK

Understanding which fuse corresponds
to which component allows you to
diagnose problems quickly. Below are
some common electrical issues reported
by 2008 Dodge Avenger owners and the
fuses you should check first.
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Radio or Audio

System Not

Working

If your radio is dead, check the interior
fuse panel, specifically fuse 4 (15A) for
the radio and audio system. Also verify
that the under-hood fuse for the PCM is
intact, as the radio may receive power
through that circuit in some
configurations.

Power Windows

Not Responding

For front windows, check fuses 1 and 2
in the interior panel. For rear windows,
check fuse 10. If all windows are dead
simultaneously, there may be a larger
issue with the power window relay or
wiring harness.

Engine Cranks
But Does Not
Start

This is often a fuel pump issue. Check
fuse 3 (20A) in the under-hood box,
which powers the fuel pump relay. Also
inspect the starter relay fuse (fuse 7)
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and the PCM fuse (fuse 5). wheel switch may be faulty.

Horn Not Interior Lights or
Working Dome Light Not
Start with the under-hood fuse box, fuse WO rkl ng

4 (20A) for the horn relay. If the fuse is
intact, the horn itself or the steering Check fuse 5 (10A) in the interior
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