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INTRODUCTION: WHY LEARNING
TO DRAW A SEAL IS SO
REWARDING

Have you ever watched a seal glide
through the water or bask lazily on a
rocky shore and thought, “I wish | could
capture that grace on paper”? Drawing a
seal is one of the most satisfying
subjects for artists of all skill levels,
because these marine mammals
combine simple, rounded forms with
elegant, flowing lines. Whether you are a
beginner picking up a pencil for the first
time or an experienced illustrator looking
to refine your animal anatomy,
understanding how to draw a seal can
boost your confidence and improve your
overall drawing ability.

Seals have a unique charm: their large
eyes, whiskered snouts, and streamlined
bodies lend themselves beautifully to
both realistic pencil sketches and playful
cartoon illustrations. In this
comprehensive guide, you will learn
step-by-step techniques to create a
believable seal drawing, from basic
shapes to final shading. We’'ll also
explore common pitfalls to avoid, how to
add texture to fur and whiskers, and tips
for making your seal drawing stand out.
By the end of this seal drawing
tutorial, you will have all the tools you
need to produce a stunning piece of
marine mammal art.

MATERIALS

Before you put pencil to paper, assemble
a few basic supplies. While you can draw
a seal with almost any tool, using the
right materials makes the process
smoother and more enjoyable.

e Pencils: A set of graphite pencils
from 2H (hard) to 6B (soft) will
allow you to create light guidelines
and rich, dark shadows.

» Erasers: A kneaded eraser is ideal
for lifting graphite without
smudging; a standard plastic
eraser works for larger corrections.

e Paper: Smooth drawing paper
(around 80-100 Ib) is perfect for
detailed pencil work. Avoid
textured paper if you aim for fine
fur lines.

e Blending tools: A tortillon or
blending stump helps smooth out
shading for that sleek, wet-look
skin seals often have.

* Reference images: Keep a few
photos of harbor seals, elephant
seals, or fur seals handy to study
proportions and posture.

Having these items ready will streamline
your pencil sketch seal process and
help you focus on technique rather than
scrambling for supplies mid-drawing.

UNDERSTANDING SEAL ANATOMY
IN SIMPLE SHAPES

Every successful drawing begins with
observation. Seals are essentially a
series of curved cylinders and spheres.
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Their bodies are built for swimming, so
they lack sharp angles. Before you start
your step-by-step drawing, break the
seal into basic geometric forms.

The Torso

Imagine the seal’s main body as a large,
slightly flattened oval or a bean shape.
In side view, the back arches gently,
while the belly curves downward. For a
resting seal on land, the body often lies
flat with a slight hump near the
shoulders. Use a light 2H pencil to
sketch this oval - keep it loose so you
can adjust proportions later.

The Head

The head of a seal is another oval,
smaller and angled relative to the torso.
It connects to the body with a short,
thick neck - don’'t make it too long. Place
the head at one end of the body oval.
For most seals, the eyes are positioned
relatively high and forward, giving them
that endearing, puppy-like expression.

The Flippers

Seals have two front flippers and two
hind flippers. In a side view, you will
typically see one front flipper extending
downward or backward. Think of the
front flipper as a curved, elongated
teardrop shape. The hind flippers are
fan-like, with five distinct “toes” visible
when splayed. For a simple drawing, you
can show the hind flippers as a single
curved wedge trailing behind the body.

The Tall

True seals have a very short tail, barely
visible. In many drawings, it is simply a

small triangular point at the rear end of
the body. Don’t overcomplicate it - a
subtle nub is enough to suggest the tail.

By mapping out these shapes lightly,
you create a solid foundation for your
seal drawing tutorial. This approach
prevents you from getting lost in details
too early.

STEP-BY-STEP: HOW TO DRAW A
SEAL FROM START TO FINISH

Now let’'s walk through the actual
drawing process. We will focus on a side
view of a harbor seal - a classic pose
that showcases the animal’s elegant
silhouette.

Step 1: Sketch
the Basic
Guidelines

Using your 2H pencil, draw a large
horizontal oval for the body. Then add a
smaller circle or oval for the head,
overlapping the front of the body oval.
The head should be roughly one-third
the length of the body. Connect the head
and body with two curved lines to form
the neck. Next, lightly mark the position
of the front flipper with a short, curved
line near the head-body intersection. For
the hind flippers, draw a wedge shape at
the opposite end.

Step 2: Refine
the Body

2 How To Draw A Seal

2024-12-14



How To Draw A Seal 3

Contour

Smooth out the rough shapes. Make the
back slightly humped, then curve it
downward toward the hind flippers. The
belly line should be fuller and closer to
the ground (if the seal is lying down).
Erase any overlapping guide lines so you
have a clean continuous outline. This is
where your marine mammal art begins
to take form.

Step 3: Shape
the Head and
Face

Your head oval is now your guide. Draw
the seal’s snout as a gentle bump
extending forward. The nose sits at the
tip - a small oval or two kidney-shaped
nostrils. Mark the eye placement: a
single large, almond-shaped eye in
profile, with a slight upward tilt at the
outer corner. Don't forget the whiskers:
draw a few delicate lines radiating from
just behind the nose. A seal’s whiskers
(vibrissae) are an essential detail for
realism.

Step 4: Draw the
Flippers and Tall

For the front flipper, reshape your initial
teardrop into a more defined, slightly
jagged edge at the tip (seal flippers have
five distinct digits, though they are less
pronounced than a sea lion's). The hind
flippers are more obvious: sketch five
long, slender toes radiating from a
central base. Some artists prefer to show
the hind flippers as a single unit in

profile, with only a few toe lines visible.
A pencil sketch seal often benefits
from keeping the flipper shapes simple.

Step 5: Add
Details - Eyes,
Nose, and
Whiskers

Now come the features that bring your
seal to life. Darken the eye, leaving a
small highlight to create a wet, lively
look. The pupil should be large and
round. Add a subtle line above the eye to
suggest the brow ridge. For the nose,
define the nostrils with dark shading.
Whiskers should be drawn with a sharp
HB or 2B pencil, using quick, light
strokes that taper at the ends. Avoid
making them too thick or uniform.

Step 6: Shading
for Depth and
Volume

Seals are not flat - their bodies have
roundness that must be conveyed
through shading. Determine a light
source (for example, top-left). Using a 2B
or 4B pencil, shade the underside of the
body, the area under the head, and the
lower half of the flippers. Use your
blending stump to soften the graphite,
creating smooth transitions from light to
dark. Add darker shadows in the creases
where the flippers meet the body.
Revisit the eye socket area, making it
slightly darker around the eye to make it

pop.



Remember that seal skin appears sleek
and often reflective. Leaving a few light
areas (like along the top of the back)
suggests a glossy coat. This technique is
key in any seal drawing tutorial
aiming for realism.

ADDING TEXTURE: FUR,
WHISKERS, AND SMOOTH SKIN

One challenge when learning how to
draw a seal is capturing the subtle
texture of their fur, especially in species
like fur seals or sea lions. For harbor
seals, the fur is short and lies flat, so you
don’t need to draw every hair. Instead,
use short, directional pencil strokes
along the contours of the body. Build up
layers of shading with a sharp 2H pencil
for light fur, then switch to softer pencils
for darker patches.

Whiskers require a delicate touch. Use
an eraser to lighten the area behind the
whiskers after drawing them - this
creates a sense of volume. You can also
use a white gel pen or a fine-tipped
eraser to highlight the whiskers against
a dark background. The key is contrast:
whiskers should stand out clearly from
the face.

Don't forget the flippers: they often have
small wrinkles and folds where the skin
bends. Draw a few curved, darker lines
at the joints. The toes of the hind flippers
can be outlined with subtle shading
between them.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
TO FIX THEM

Even seasoned artists run into trouble.
Here are frequent pitfalls when
attempting marine mammal art and
how to avoid them:

e Head too large or too small:
Many beginners make the seal’s

head too big relative to the body.
Keep the head about one-third the
length of the torso in side view.

* Flippers misplaced: Front
flippers should attach just behind
the head, not in the middle of the
body. Hind flippers extend from
the very end of the torso.

o Stiff, unnatural pose: Seals are
fluid. Avoid straight lines - use
gentle curves for the back and
belly. If your drawing looks rigid,
loosen up your wrist and redraw
the contour.

e Flat shading: Seals have strong
contrasts between light and
shadow. Don’t be afraid to push
your darks. Use a 6B pencil for the
deepest shadows.

e Ignoring the environment: A
seal on a beach looks different
from one in water. Consider adding
a subtle ground line or water
ripples to contextualize your
subject.

By anticipating these trouble spots, you
can correct them early in your step-by-
step drawing process.

EXPLORING DIFFERENT SEAL
TYPES AND POSES

Seals are diverse. Once you master the
basic side view, try variations to expand
your skills:

Harbor Seal

Recognizable by its spotted coat and
relatively small size. The spots can be
suggested by small, irregularly placed
darker patches of shading. This is the
most common subject for artists.
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Elephant Seal

These massive seals have a prominent
proboscis (the “trunk”) in males.
Drawing an elephant seal means
exaggerating the snout and adding a
thick, blubbery neck. Their size calls for
a more imposing, bulky outline.

Fur Seal or Sea
Lion

These have visible external ear flaps and
longer flippers that they can rotate to
walk on land. For these species, show
the ears as small folded circles and
make the flippers more muscular. The
fur texture is also more distinct - use
short, choppy strokes.

Swimming Seal

A swimming pose is dynamic and
graceful. The body curves into an S-
shape, with the head and flippers

aligned. The hind flippers press together
like a fish tail. This pose challenges you
to capture movement and is excellent
practice for advanced artists.

Experimenting with these variations will
deepen your understanding of seal
anatomy and keep your pencil sketch
seal practice fresh.

TIPS FOR MAKING YOUR SEAL
DRAWING MORE REALISTIC

If you want to take your artwork to the
next level, incorporate these
professional techniques:

1. Study photo references:
Examine how light plays on a
seal’s wet skin. Notice the bright
highlights on the nose and eyes.
Use a white eraser to lift out those
highlights.

2. Work in layers: Start with light,
soft shading, then gradually build
up darker tones. This avoids
muddiness.

3. Pay attention to proportions: A
seal’s eye is relatively large for its
head



