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INTRODUCTION

Navigating the legal landscape in Oregon can be complex, but
the Uniform Trial Court Rules Oregon (UTCR) provide a
standardized framework that ensures consistency and fairness
across all trial courts in the state. Whether you are an attorney, a
self-represented litigant, or simply curious about how Oregon’s
courts operate, understanding these rules is essential. The UTCR
complement the Oregon Rules of Civil Procedure (ORCP) and local
court rules, creating a cohesive system that governs everything
from case filing to courtroom decorum. This article offers a
comprehensive overview of the Uniform Trial Court Rules Oregon,
explaining their purpose, structure, and practical application
while ensuring the content remains accessible and engaging for
human readers.

WHAT ARE THE UNIFORM TRIAL COURT RULES
OREGON?

The Uniform Trial Court Rules Oregon are a set of procedural
rules adopted by the Oregon Supreme Court to promote
uniformity in the administration of justice across all trial courts in
the state. These rules apply to circuit courts, tax courts, and
other trial-level courts, ensuring that litigants and attorneys face
consistent requirements no matter which county they are in. The
UTCR cover a wide range of topics, including case management,
discovery, motions, and trial procedures. They are designed to
reduce confusion and inefficiency, making it easier for everyone
to navigate the legal system.

One key aspect of the Uniform Trial Court Rules Oregon is that
they exist alongside local court rules. While the UTCR establish
baseline standards, individual counties may adopt additional local
rules that do not conflict with state-level provisions. This dual
structure balances statewide consistency with the flexibility
needed to address local needs. For example, Multnomah County
may have specific e-filing requirements that differ slightly from
those in Jackson County, but all must align with the UTCR.

THE PURPOSE AND BENEFITS OF THE UTCR

Ensuring Consistency
Across Jurisdictions

Before the adoption of uniform rules, Oregon’s trial courts
operated with significant variation in their procedures. A motion
filed in Portland might follow different formatting and timing
requirements than one filed in Bend. This inconsistency created
challenges for attorneys practicing in multiple counties and for
self-represented litigants who could not easily access or
understand local rules. The Uniform Trial Court Rules Oregon
eliminate most of these disparities, making the legal process
more predictable and efficient.

Improving Access to Justice

By standardizing procedures, the UTCR help level the playing
field. Self-represented litigants—individuals who cannot afford an
attorney—benefit from clearer, more uniform rules. For instance,
the UTCR provide standardized forms for common filings,
reducing the risk of errors that could delay cases. Additionally,
the rules mandate reasonable accommodations for individuals
with disabilities, further enhancing access to justice.

Streamlining Court
Operations

The UTCR also improve court efficiency by establishing deadlines
and procedures that reduce unnecessary delays. For example,
the rules specify when motions must be filed and how hearings
are scheduled, allowing judges to manage their dockets more
effectively. This streamlining benefits all parties, from plaintiffs
and defendants to court staff and judges.

STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE UTCR

The Uniform Trial Court Rules Oregon are divided into several
sections, each addressing a different aspect of trial court
practice. Below is an overview of the major parts:

e Part I: General Provisions - This section covers the
scope, interpretation, and amendment of the rules, as well
as definitions and general requirements for filing
documents.

e Part lI: Case Management - These rules govern how
cases are assigned to judges, scheduling conferences, and
the use of alternative dispute resolution.

e Part lIl: Discovery - This part outlines procedures for
exchanging information between parties, including
interrogatories, depositions, and requests for production.

e Part IV: Motions and Hearings - Rules in this section
address the form, content, and timing of motions, as well
as oral argument procedures.

e Part V: Trial Procedures - These rules set standards for
jury selection, exhibits, witness testimony, and other trial-
related matters.

e Part VI: Judgments and Post-Trial Motions - This part
explains how judgments are entered, notice requirements,
and procedures for post-trial motions such as motions for a
new trial.

Each part is further divided into specific rules, denoted by
numbers (e.g., UTCR 2.010). The official text is available on the
Oregon Judicial Department website, and many courts provide
printable versions for easy reference.

KEY PROVISIONS OF THE UNIFORM TRIAL COURT
RULES OREGON
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Filing and Service Rules
(UTCR 1)

One of the most important sections for practitioners is the filing
and service of documents. The UTCR require that all documents
be legible and formatted according to specific guidelines—for
example, using 12-point font and one-inch margins. Electronic
filing (e-filing) is mandatory in most civil cases, though
exceptions exist for self-represented litigants. Service of process
must comply with ORCP and UTCR, ensuring that all parties
receive timely notice. Failure to follow these rules can result in
rejection of filings or even sanctions.

Case Management
Conferences (UTCR 4)

To expedite litigation, the UTCR encourage early case
management conferences. At these conferences, the court and
parties discuss the case schedule, discovery plan, and potential
settlement. The judge may set deadlines for motions and trial
dates. This proactive approach helps prevent cases from
dragging on unnecessarily and reduces the burden on court
resources.

Discovery and Disclosure
(UTCR 5)

Discovery is a critical phase of litigation, and the UTCR provide
clear rules to prevent abuse. For instance, parties must disclose
initial information without waiting for a formal request, including
the names of witnesses and relevant documents. The rules also
limit the number of interrogatories and depositions unless the
court grants permission for additional discovery. By setting these
boundaries, the UTCR ensure that discovery remains efficient and
proportional to the case’s complexity.

Motions Practice (UTCR 6)

Motions must comply with specific formatting and timing
requirements. A moving party typically must serve the motion at
least 10 days before the hearing, and any response is due 7 days
before. The UTCR also require a concise statement of the legal
basis for the motion, supported by relevant authority. Oral
argument is not automatic; the court may decide motions without
a hearing if it determines that oral argument is unnecessary.

HOW THE UTCR INTERACT WITH OTHER RULES

The Uniform Trial Court Rules Oregon do not exist in a vacuum.
They work in concert with the Oregon Rules of Civil Procedure
(ORCP), the Oregon Evidence Code, and local court rules. When a
conflict arises, the UTCR generally take precedence over local
rules but yield to the ORCP on substantive procedural matters.
For example, the ORCP governs the timing of service of a
summons, while the UTCR may specify the format of the return of
service. Understanding this hierarchy is essential for effective
practice.

Additionally, specific types of cases—such as family law, probate,
or small claims—may have their own specialized rules that
supplement or supersede the UTCR. For instance, in family law
cases, the Uniform Trial Court Rules operate alongside the
Oregon Family Law Code and local family law protocols. Attorneys
and litigants should always verify whether any special rules apply
to their case.

UPDATES AND AMENDMENTS TO THE UTCR

The Oregon Supreme Court periodically amends the Uniform Trial
Court Rules Oregon to reflect changes in law, technology, and
practice. Recent amendments have addressed e-filing standards,
remote hearing procedures, and data privacy. It is crucial to stay
current with these updates, as noncompliance can have serious
consequences. The Oregon Judicial Department publishes rule
changes on its website and often provides a summary of the
changes. Many bar associations also offer continuing legal
education (CLE) programs that cover UTCR updates.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR COMPLYING WITH THE UTCR

1. Read the current version: Always check the official UTCR
text online before filing any document. Rules can change,
and relying on outdated information is risky.

2. Use approved forms: Many courts provide pre-approved
forms that comply with UTCR formatting requirements.
Using these forms reduces the chance of rejection.

3. Check local rules: Even though the UTCR provide
uniformity, local rules may impose additional requirements.
Always review the local rules of the specific county where
your case is pending.

4. Attend a CLE: Consider attending a seminar on the
Uniform Trial Court Rules Oregon to learn from experienced
practitioners and judges.

5. When in doubt, call the clerk: Court clerks can often
answer basic procedural questions and point you to
relevant resources.

COMMON PITFALLS AND HOW TO AVOID THEM

Even seasoned attorneys sometimes stumble when it comes to
the UTCR. Common mistakes include missing deadlines, using
incorrect fonts or margins, and failing to serve all parties
properly. Self-represented litigants may struggle with the
requirement to include a certificate of service or to file certain
documents electronically. To avoid such pitfalls, carefully read
the rules and, if possible, consult with a legal coach or use online
guides provided by the Oregon Judicial Department. Creating a
checklist for each filing step can also help ensure compliance.

CONCLUSION

The Uniform Trial Court Rules Oregon are the backbone of a fair,
efficient, and accessible court system. By standardizing
procedures across all trial courts, these rules reduce confusion,
save time, and help ensure that justice is served consistently.
Whether you are an attorney managing a complex civil case or an
individual representing yourself in a small claims matter,
understanding and following the UTCR is essential. As the legal
landscape continues to evolve, staying informed about updates
and amendments will keep you on the right side of the bench.
Ultimately, the UTCR reflect Oregon’s commitment to making the
judicial process work for everyone—a goal well worth striving for.

2 Uniform Trial Court Rules Oregon

2025-02-03



