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INTRODUCTION:
WHY ANIMAL
FARM REMAINS A
TIMELESS
MASTERPIECE

When  George  Orwell
publ ished  Animal
F a r m  N o v e l  B y
George  Orwell  in
1945,  the  world  was
emerging  from  the
shadows  of  war,  yet
Orwell  had  already
sensed  the  dangerous
d r i f t  t o w a r d
authoritarianism  that
would  define  much  of
the  twentieth  century.
This  slim  allegorical
novella, often mistaken
for a simple children's

story, is in fact one of
the  most  inc i s i ve
political  satires  ever
written.  Through  the
tale  of  farm  animals
who  overthrow  their
human master only to
be  corrupted  by  their
own  leaders,  Orwell
crafted  a  devastating
c r i t i q u e  o f
t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m ,
propaganda,  and  the
b e t r a y a l  o f
revolutionary  ideals.
M o r e  t h a n  s e v e n
decades later,  Animal
F a r m  N o v e l  B y
G e o r g e  O r w e l l
continues  to  resonate
with  readers  across
g e n e r a t i o n s ,
c l a s s r o o m s ,  a n d
pol i t ical  systems,
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p r o v i n g  t h a t  i t s
warnings  about  power
and human nature are
as  urgent  today  as
t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e
aftermath of World War
II.
The novel's genius lies
i n  i t s  d e c e p t i v e
simplicity.  Orwell  uses
accessible  language
and memorable animal
characters  to  explore
complex political ideas,
making the story both
engaging  for  younger
readers and profoundly
layered for adults. The
pigs,  horses,  sheep,
and  other  inhabitants
of Manor Farm become
a r c h e t y p e s  t h a t
i l l u m i n a t e  h o w
revolutions  can  be
hijacked, how language
can be twisted to serve
p o w e r ,  a n d  h o w
equality can be eroded
one  compromise  at  a
t ime.  Th is  a r t i c le
p r o v i d e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e

exploration  of  Animal
F a r m  N o v e l  B y
G e o r g e  O r w e l l ,
c o v e r i n g  i t s
background,  p lot ,
characters,  themes,
historical allegory, and
enduring  relevance  in
today's world.

BACKGROUND:
GEORGE ORWELL
AND THE MAKING
OF A CLASSIC

Orwell's
Political
Awakenin
g
George  Orwell,  born
Eric  Arthur  Blair  in
1903,  was  a  writer
deeply  shaped  by  his
exper iences  w i th
poverty,  imperialism,
a n d  p o l i t i c a l
disillusionment.  Before
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writing  Animal  Farm
Novel  By  George
Orwell, he had fought
in  the  Spanish  Civil
War,  an  experience
that  exposed  him  to
the  brutal  infighting
among  leftist  factions
and  the  propaganda
machinery  of  Stalinist
communism.  Th is
firsthand  encounter
with  revolutionary
betrayal  became  the
e m o t i o n a l  a n d
intellectual core of the
novel. Orwell saw how
noble  ideals  could  be
weaponized  by  those
hungry for control, and
he wanted to warn the
world in a way that was
both  accessible  and
unforgettable.

Writing
Against

the Tide
Orwell  wrote  Animal
F a r m  N o v e l  B y
George Orwell during
the  height  of  World
War II, at a time when
the  Soviet  Union  was
an  ally  of  Britain  and
the  United  States.
Many  publishers  were
reluctant  to  publish  a
book  that  criticized
Stalinist Russia, fearing
it would undermine the
war effort. Orwell faced
repeated  rejections
before  finding  a
publisher  willing  to
take the risk. When the
novel  finally  appeared
in 1945, it became an
immediate  success,
both  for  its  literary
merits  and  its  timely
political  message.  The
novella remains one of
the  most  widely  read
and  taught  works  of
English literature, with
translations  available
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in dozens of languages.

PLOT OVERVIEW:
THE RISE AND
FALL OF ANIMAL
FARM

The  story  of  Animal
F a r m  N o v e l  B y
George Orwell begins
on  Manor  Fa rm  in
England,  where  the
animals are mistreated
b y  t h e  d r u n k e n ,
neglectful  farmer  Mr.
Jones.  One  night,  the
old  boar  Old  Major
gathers  the  animals
and shares a vision of a
world  where  animals
are  free  from  human
tyranny.  He  teaches
them  a  revolutionary
song called "Beasts of
England"  and  inspires
them  to  rebel.  After
Old  Major  dies,  the
p i g s ,  l e d  b y  t w o
ambitious boars named
N a p o l e o n  a n d
Snowball, organize the
animals.  When  Mr.
Jones  forgets  to  feed

them  one  day,  the
animals  rise  up  and
drive him off the farm.
U n d e r  t h e  p i g s '
leadership, the farm is
renamed Animal Farm,
a n d  t h e  S e v e n
Commandments  of
Animalism are painted
on the barn wall,  with
the  most  famous  rule
being "All  animals are
equal." For a time, the
farm  prospers.  The
animals work hard, and
the  pigs  direct  the
operations  while  the
o t h e r  a n i m a l s ,
particularly  the  noble
horse  Boxer ,  g ive
everything  they  have.
However, cracks begin
to show. The pigs start
to  take  privi leges,
claiming  that  they
need special treatment
because  they  are  the
brains of the operation.
Napoleon,  in  a  power
move,  uses a  litter  of
puppies  trained  to  be
vicious  enforcers  and
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drives  Snowball  off  the
farm,  blaming him for
everything  that  goes
wrong.
F r o m  t h i s  p o i n t ,
Napoleon  becomes  a
dictator.  The  Seven
Commandments  are
subtly  altered  over
time, the revolutionary
s o n g  " B e a s t s  o f
England"  is  banned,
and  the  pigs  begin
walking  on  two  legs
and  wearing  human
clothes. The farm is run
t h r o u g h  f e a r ,
propaganda,  and  the
manipulation  of  the
simple  sheep,  who
chan t  s l ogans  on
command.  The  final
scene of Animal Farm
Novel  By  George
Orwell  is  devastating:
the other animals look
from pig to human and
c a n n o t  t e l l  t h e
difference,  completing
the  cycle  of  betrayal.

KEY CHARACTERS
AND THEIR
SYMBOLIC ROLES

Napoleon
: The
Tyrant in
the
Making
Napoleon,  a  Berkshire
boar,  is  the  primary
antagonist  of  Animal
F a r m  N o v e l  B y
George  Orwell.  He
symbolizes  Joseph
Sta l in ,  the  Sov iet
dictator  who  betrayed
the Russian Revolution.
Napoleon  is  ruthless,
cunning,  and  utterly
c y n i c a l .  H e  u s e s
propaganda,  fear,  and
violence  to  maintain
h is  power .  Un l i ke
Snowball, who believes
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i n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
planning,  Napoleon
c a r e s  o n l y  a b o u t
c o n t r o l .  H i s
manipulation  of  the
o t h e r  a n i m a l s ,
especially  through
S q u e a l e r ' s
propaganda,  shows
how  d ictators  use
language  to  rewrite
reality.  Napoleon's
gradual takeover of the
farm  mirrors  Stalin's
consolidation of power
in  the  Soviet  Union
after  Lenin's  death.

Snowball:
The
Idealist
Exiled
Snowball  represents
Leon  Trotsky ,  the
r e v o l u t i o n a r y
intellectual  who  was
exiled by Stalin. In the

novel ,  Snowbal l  is
passionate,  intelligent,
a n d  g e n u i n e l y
commi t ted  to  the
ideals of Animalism. He
educates  the  other
animals,  plans  the
windmill  project,  and
leads  the  defense
against human attacks.
However,  his  idealism
makes him vulnerable.
Napoleon  uses  the
trained dogs  to  chase
Snowball  off  the  farm,
a f t e r  w h i c h  h e
becomes  a  scapegoat
for every problem. The
character  of  Snowball
i n  A n i m a l  F a r m
Novel  By  George
Orwell  illustrates how
revo lut ions  o f ten
devour  thei r  most
passionate advocates.

Squealer:
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The Voice
of
Propagan

da
Squealer, a clever little
pig, is the propagandist
o f  t h e  f a r m .  H e
represents  the  Soviet
m e d i a  m a c h i n e .
Squealer has a gift for
turning  black  into
white, for justifying the
pigs' privileges, and for
mak ing  the  o the r
animals  doubt  their
own  memories.  When
the  commandments
are  changed,  i t  i s
S q u e a l e r  w h o
convinces  the  animals
t h a t  t h e y
misremembered. When
the pigs begin drinking
milk and eating apples,
Squealer  argues  that
the  pigs  need  these

things to  think  clearly
for the good of all. The
character  of  Squealer
i n  A n i m a l  F a r m
Novel  By  George
O r w e l l  i s  a
masterclass  in  how
authoritarian  regimes
use language to control
perception.

Boxer:
The Loyal
Worker
Betrayed
Boxer,  the  cart-horse,
is  perhaps  the  most
tragic  character  in
Animal  Farm  Novel
By George Orwell. He
embodies  the  working
class:  strong,  loyal,
hardwork ing,  and
utterly  trusting.  His
personal mottoes are "I
will  work  harder"  and
"Napoleon  is  always
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right."  Boxer  gives
everything to the farm,
l i t e ra l l y  wo rk ing
himself to death. When
he collapses, Napoleon
s e n d s  h i m  t o  t h e
knacker's yard instead
of  to the veterinarian,
but  Squealer  tells  the
other  animals  that
B o x e r  d i e d  i n  a
hospital,  honored  to
the  last.  Boxer's  fate
r e p r e s e n t s  h o w
totalitarian  systems
exploit  the  labor  and
devotion  of  ordinary
people,  then  discard
them when they are no
longer useful.

Benjamin
: The
Cynical
Witness
Benjamin,  the donkey,
is the oldest and most

cynical  animal  on  the
farm.  He can  read as
well as the pigs, but he
c h o o s e s  n o t  t o .
Benjamin  represents
those who see through
propaganda but remain
passive, believing that
no th ing  w i l l  eve r
change.  His  comment
a b o u t  l i f e  b e i n g
"always  l ike  that"
reflects a kind of weary
resignation that allows
tyranny  to  persist.
Benjamin  in  Animal
F a r m  N o v e l  B y
George Orwell serves
as a warning to those
w h o  u n d e r s t a n d
oppression but  do not
resist it.

MAJOR THEMES IN
ANIMAL FARM
NOVEL BY GEORGE
ORWELL

The
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Corruptio
n of

Power
The  central  theme  of
Animal  Farm  Novel
By George Orwell  is
t h e  c o r r u p t i n g
influence of power. The
pigs start with genuine
revolutionary  ideals,
but  as  they  assume
l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e y
become  increasingly
indistinguishable  from
t h e  h u m a n s  t h e y
overthrew.  Orwel l
shows that power does
not  simply  corrupt
i n d i v i d u a l s ;  i t
transforms  the  very
structure  of  society.
The  p igs '  g radua l
adoption  of  human
habits—sleeping  in
beds, drinking alcohol,
trading  with  humans,
and  finally  walking  on
two  legs—illustrates

how  revolut ionary
leaders  can  become
the  very  thing  they
opposed.  The  famous
closing lines, where the
animals  "looked  from
pig to  man,  and from
man to  pig,  and from
pig to man again; but
a l r e a d y  i t  w a s
imposs ib le  to  say
which  was  which,"
captures  this  theme
wi th  devas ta t i ng
finality.

The
Manipulat
ion of
Language
Orwel l  was  deeply
concerned  with  the
po l i t i ca l  abuse  o f
language, a theme he
would  later  explore  in
his essay "Politics and
the English Language."
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I n  A n i m a l  F a r m
Novel  By  George
Orwell,  Squealer's
constant  rewriting  of
history and the gradual
alteration of the Seven
C o m m a n d m e n t s
demonst ra te  how
language can be used
to control thought. The
Commandments  are
reduced over time from
seven  to  one:  "A l l
animals are equal, but
some animals are more
equal  than  others."
This single line is  one
of  the  most  powerful
critiques  of  hypocrisy
in all of literature. The
m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f
language in  the novel
shows that control over
words  is  control  over
reality.

The

Betrayal
of
Revolutio
nary
Ideals
The  original  dream of
Animal  Farm  was  a
soc ie ty  where  a l l
animals  were  equal
a n d  f r e e  f r o m
exploitation.  The  song
"Beasts  of  England"
promised  a  future  of
justice and plenty. But
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i s
betrayed  from  within.
The  pigs,  who  were
supposed  to  be  the
most  intelligent  and
therefore  the  best
leaders,  become  the
n e w  o p p r e s s o r s .
Animal  Farm  Novel
By  George  Orwell
asks a painful question:



Animal Farm Novel By George Orwell 11

11

can  any  revolution
avoid this fate? Orwell
suggests  that  without
i n s t i t u t i o n a l
safeguards,  without
d e m o c r a t i c
accountability,  and
w i thout  cons tan t
v i g i l a n c e ,  e v e r y
r e v o l u t i o n  r i s k s
becoming a  new form
of tyranny. The novel is
n o t  a n  a r g u m e n t
against  revolution
itself,  but  a  warning
against  the  idolization
of  leaders  and  the
a b a n d o n m e n t  o f
crit ical  thinking.

The Role
of
Propagan
da and

Censorshi
p
Throughout  Animal
F a r m  N o v e l  B y
George  Orwell,  the
p igs  cont ro l  what
information  the  other
an ima l s  r ece i ve .
Squealer's  speeches,
the rewriting of history,
the  alteration  of  the
commandments,  and
the  eventual  banning
of "Beasts of England"
a l l  i l l us t ra te  how
totalitarian  regimes
use  propaganda  and
censorship to maintain
control.  Orwell  shows
that  the  most  effective
propaganda  does  not
need to be completely
bel ievable;  i t  only
n e e d s  t o  c r e a t e
confusion  and  doubt.
When  the  sheep  are
trained to chant "Four
legs  good,  two  legs
bad"  a t  s t ra teg i c
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moments, they are not
thinking—they  are
simply  drowning  out
dissent.  This  theme is
particularly relevant in
t h e  a g e  o f  s o c i a l
media,  disinformation,
a n d  a l g o r i t h m i c
manipulation.

HISTORICAL
CONTEXT: THE
ALLEGORY OF THE
RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION

To  fully  appreciate
Animal  Farm  Novel
By George Orwell,  it
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  i t s
historical allegory. The
novel is a direct satire
o f  t h e  R u s s i a n
Revolution of 1917 and
the subsequent rise of
Stalinism.  Old  Major
represents  Karl  Marx
and  Vladimir  Lenin,
who  p rov ided  the
ideological  foundation
for the revolution. The
r e b e l l i o n  i t s e l f

corresponds  to  the
overthrow of the Tsar.
Napoleon  is  Joseph
Stalin, Snowball is Leon
Trotsky,  and  Squealer
represents  the  Soviet
propaganda apparatus.
Mr.  Jones  stands  for
Tsar  Nicholas  II,  and
t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g
farmers  Mr.  Pilkington
and  Mr .  F reder ick
symbolize the capitalist
powers  of  Britain  and
Germany.
T h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e
Cowshed,  where  the
animals  defend  their
farm against a human
attack,  mirrors  the
Russian  Civil  War,  in
which  the  Bolsheviks
fought against counter-
revolutionary  forces.
The windmill,  which is
built  and  destroyed
m u l t i p l e  t i m e s ,
symbolizes  the  Five-
Year  Plans  and  the
industrialization of  the
Soviet Union, as well as
t h e  c o n s t a n t
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disruptions  caused  by
w a r  a n d
mismanagement.  The
e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e
"traitors"  who  confess
to crimes they did not
commit  draws  directly
from the Moscow Show
Trials  of  the  1930s,
where Stalin purged his
political rivals. Orwell's
own experience in the
Spanish  Civi l  War,
w h e r e  h e  s a w
communists  fighting
commun is t s  ove r
ideological  differences,
gave  him  a  deeply
personal  perspective
on  these  events.
Yet  Animal  Farm

Novel  By  George
Orwell is not limited to
the  Russian  context.
The novel's structure of
revolutionary  hope
followed by totalitarian
betrayal  has  been
observed  in  countless
movements across the
world,  from Cambodia
u n d e r  t h e  K h m e r
Rouge  to  Venezuela
under  Hugo  Chávez
and  Nicolás  Maduro.
This universality is why
the  novel  remains
relevant far beyond its
or iginal  histor ical
moment.

LITERARY STYLE
AND


