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If you are a fan of
gripping, atmospheric,
and deeply
psychological crime
fiction, you have likely
encountered the name
Jo Nesbg. The
Norwegian author has
become a global
phenomenon, and at
the heart of his
success is one of the
most compelling
detectives in modern
literature: Inspector
Harry Hole. Dark,
flawed, brilliant, and
often tormented, Hole

is a character who
feels both larger than
life and painfully real.
For newcomers,
stepping into this world
can be both thrilling
and a little daunting.
The series is dense,
with complex character
arcs and a timeline
that rewards dedicated
readers. Understanding
the Jo Nesbo Harry
Hole series in order
is essential for fully
appreciating the
evolution of the
protagonist and the
intricate web of cases
he investigates. This
guide will walk you
through every major
novel in the series,
from the first steps in
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Oslo to the explosive
later entries, ensuring
you experience the
journey exactly as the
author intended.

WHY READING THE
HARRY HOLE
SERIES IN ORDER
MATTERS

While some crime
series allow you to pick
up any book and enjoy
a standalone mystery,
the Harry Hole novels
are different. Nesbg
crafts a continuous

narrative where
personal trauma,
addiction, and

relationships evolve
book by book. Reading
the Jo Nesbo Harry
Hole series in order
lets you witness
Harry's descent into
alcoholism, his painful
love affairs, and his
strained relationships
with colleagues like the
stoic Mgller and the
ambitious Gunnar

Hagen. Skipping
around may spoil major
character revelations
or leave you confused
about references to
past cases. For the
richest experience,
starting from the
beginning is highly
recommended.

THE HARRY HOLE
BOOKS IN
PUBLICATION
ORDER

1. The
Bat
(1997)

The series begins with
The Bat, which
introduces Harry Hole
as a police detective
sent to Australia to
assist in the
investigation of a
murder of a Norwegian
woman. This book sets
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the tone: a fish-out-of-
water story in a foreign
land, but also a deep
dive into Harry's
methodical, sometimes
obsessive approach.
While some consider it
a rougher start
compared to later
entries, it establishes
his loneliness and his
knack for following the
strangest of clues.
Reading this first in the
Jo Nesbo Harry Hole
series in order
provides essential
background on his
character.

2.
Cockroac

hes
(1998)

In Cockroaches, Harry
is sent to Bangkok to
investigate the murder

of the Norwegian
ambassador. Again,
Harry is an outsider,
navigating a corrupt
and dangerous
environment. This
novel deepens his
internal struggles and
shows his willingness
to bend rules for
justice. It is a direct
sequel in terms of
character
development, so it
should not be skipped
if you are following the
Jo Nesbo Harry Hole
series in order.

3. The
Redbreas
t (2000)

Many readers consider
The Redbreast the
novel where the series
truly finds its voice. Set
primarily in Oslo, it
weaves together a



historical plotline from
World War Il with a
modern-day

investigation. Nesbg's
skill at interweaving
timelines and creating
political tension shines
here. This book also

introduces key
supporting characters
who will recur

throughout the series.

4.
Nemesis
(2002)

Nemesis is one of the
most intricate entries.
Harry investigates a
bank robbery and a
murder, only to find
himself framed for a
killing he may have
committed while
blacked out. The
psychological tension
is immense, and the
plot twists are

masterful. This novel
solidifies Harry’s
reputation as a
detective haunted by
his own demons.

5. The
Devil's
Star

(2003)

In The Devil's Star,
Harry faces a serial
killer who leaves a tiny
red star at crime
scenes. This book
introduces a new
partner, Tom Waaler,
who is both charming
and deeply suspicious.
The relationship
between Harry and
Waaler becomes
central, leading to one
of the most dramatic
climaxes in the series.
Reading in order
ensures you fully grasp
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the betrayal and

tension.

6. The
Redeeme
r (2005)

The Redeemer shifts
focus to a contract
killer targeting
Salvation Army
members in Oslo. The
novel explores themes
of redemption and
sacrifice. Harry is at his
most melancholic here,
and the plot is tightly
wound. It is another
essential piece in the
Jo Nesbo Harry Hole
series in order.

7. The
Snowman

(2007)

Perhaps the most
famous entry, The
Snowman is often the
book that hooks
readers for life. A
chilling serial killer
builds snowmen at the
scenes of his
abductions. The novel
is a masterclass in
suspense, with a
shocking reveal. This
book was also adapted
into a major film
(though the movie
received mixed
reviews). It is a high
point in the series, but
it hits harder if you
have followed Harry's
journey from the
beginning.

8. The
Leopard



(2009)

After the events of The
Snowman, Harry has
fled to Hong Kong to
escape his pain. The
Leopard drags him
back to Norway when
his father falls ill, and a
new serial Kkiller
emerges. This novel
expands the scope of
the series, introducing
international elements
and a deeper look at
Harry's family. It is
darker and more brutal
than its predecessor.

Q.
Phantom
(2011)

Phantom sees Harry
investigating a drug
trade that touches his
former girlfriend's son.
The story is told in a
nonlinear fashion, with

flashbacks to Harry's
past. It is an
emotionally raw book
that delves into
fatherhood and
addiction. The ending
will leave you
breathless—and
desperate for the next
book.

10. Police
(2013)

Police
continues
cliffhanger
Phantom.
officers are  being
murdered at the
scenes of old, unsolved
crimes. Harry must
return to the force, but
he is a changed man.
This book ties together
many threads from
earlier novels and
features a masterful
final act. It is
considered one of the
best entries in the

directly
the
from
Police
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series.

11. The
Thirst
(2017)

In The Thirst, Harry is
trying to live a normal
life as a lecturer when
a vampire-like serial
killer begins stalking
Oslo. The novel
explores modern
technology (dating
apps) and the
evolution of crime. It
also revisits old
relationships,
especially with his
nemesis. The pacing is
relentless.

12. Knife
(2019)

Knife is a devastating
entry. Harry’s personal
life is shattered, and he

becomes the prime
suspect in a murder.
The novel is a raw
examination of quilt
and memory. It is one
of the most
emotionally difficult
books in the series, but
also one of the most
powerful.

13. Killing
Moon
(2023)

The latest installment
(as of this writing)
takes Harry to Los
Angeles, working with
the FBI to track a serial
killer who seems to
have a supernatural
ability to locate
victims. Killing Moon
shows an older, more
reflective Harry, but
still capable of violent
brilliance. It is a worthy
continuation of the



saga.

SHOULD YOU READ
THE SHORT
STORIES AND SIDE
NOVELS?

Alongside the main
series, Nesbg has
written a few short
stories featuring Harry
Hole (such as Doctor
Proctor's Fart Powder
series is unrelated, but
there are standalone
crime novels like
Headhunters). The
short story Jealousy
Man collection includes
a Harry Hole story, but
it is not essential for
the main arc. For a
complete experience,
stick to the 13 novels
listed above in the Jo
Nesbo Harry Hole
series in order.

KEY THEMES AND
CHARACTERS

Harry
Hole: The
-lawed
Hero

Harry is not a typical
detective. He is an
alcoholic, often socially
awkward, and prone to
violent outbursts. Yet
he possesses an
almost supernatural
intuition and a deep
sense of justice.
Watching him fall and
rise again is the
emotional core of the
series.

Recurring
Supportin
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g rast™

* Rakel Fauke:
Harry's great
love, a lawyer,
and mother of
his son Oleg.

e Bjgrn Holm: A
forensics expert
and loyal friend.

e Mikael
Bellman: A rival
police officer who
becomes a
political figure.

e Tom Waaler: A
charismatic but
corrupt
colleague.

These characters
evolve over time,
which is why reading
the Jo Nesbo Harry
Hole series in order
is so rewarding.

HOW THE SERIES
COMPARES TO
OTHER

NOIR

Nesbg stands out
among Scandinavian
crime writers for his
willingness to push
boundaries. While
authors like Henning
Mankell (Wallander) or
Stieg Larsson
(Millennium) focus on
social critique, Nesbg
leans into thriller
territory with more
action, more horror,
and more complex
plotting. The Harry
Hole series is darker,
with touches of almost
supernatural evil,
making it uniquely
addictive.

TIPS FOR NEW
READERS

1. Start with The
Bat if you want
complete
continuity, but if
you find the early
books slow,



begin with The
Redbreast or The
Snowman and
then go back.
However, for the
best experience,
stick to the Jo
Nesbo Harry
Hole series in
order.

2. Be prepared for
long books.
Nesbg writes
dense, layered
novels that
demand
attention.

3. Pay attention to
names—Norwegi
an names can be
tricky, but
character
relationships are
crucial.

4. Don't skip the
introductions of
secondary
characters, as
they often return
in later books.

10

CONCLUSION

Jo Nesbg's Harry Hole
series is a monumental
achievement in crime
fiction. From the sun-
scorched streets of
Sydney to the frozen
lakes of Norway, these
novels take you on a
journey through the
mind of a detective
who is as broken as the
world he tries to fix. By
committing to reading
the Jo Nesbo Harry
Hole series in order,
you honor the careful
architecture Nesbg has
built over three
decades. Each book
builds on the last,
creating a tapestry of
loss, redemption, and
relentless pursuit of
truth. Whether you are
a new reader or
revisiting Harry's
world, this order will
ensure you experience
every twist, every
heartbreak, and every
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moment of hard-won reading chair, and
victory exactly as it prepare to enter the
was meant to be. So dark, brilliant world of
pour a cup of strong Harry Hole.

coffee, settle into your
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