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DISCOVERING THE
POWER OF ALL MY
SONS FULL TEXT

A r t h u r  M i l l e r ’ s
masterpiece,  All  My
Sons,  remains  one  of
the  most  compelling
d r a m a s  o f  t h e
twentieth  century.
Written  in  1947,  the
play  examines  the
Amer ican  Dream,
moral  responsibility,
and  the  corros ive
effects  of  greed.  For
students ,  theater
en thus i as t s ,  and
l i terary  scho lars ,
accessing  the  All  My
Sons  Ful l  Text  i s
essential to truly grasp
the  depth  of  Miller’s
language  and  the
n u a n c e s  o f  h i s

characters .  Whi le
s u m m a r i e s  a n d
analyses  abound,
nothing  replaces  the
experience  of  reading
t h e  c o m p l e t e
script—every  line  of
dialogue,  every  stage
direction,  and  every
care fu l l y  c ra f ted
moment of tension. In
this article, we explore
w h y  t h e  f u l l  t e x t
matters,  where  to  find
it,  and  how  to  use  it
effectively  for  study  or
performance.

UNDERSTANDING
THE PLAY: A BRIEF
OVERVIEW

All  My  Sons  tells  the
story  of  the  Kel ler
family, living in a quiet
American  suburb  two
years after World War
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I I .  J o e  K e l l e r ,  a
s u c c e s s f u l
manufacturer,  and  his
wife Kate struggle with
the  aftermath  of  a
wartime  scandal:  Joe
w a s  a c c u s e d  o f
knowingly  shipping
faulty  aircraft  engine
parts  that  caused  the
deaths  of  twenty-one
p i l o t s .  H e  w a s
exonerated,  but  his
partner, Steve Deever,
went  to  prison.  The
play’s  central  conflict
erupts when Joe’s son
Chris, a veteran, wants
to  marry  Ann,  Steve’s
daughter—and  the
truth  about  Joe’s  guilt
finally  comes  to  light.
Reading  the  All  My
S o n s  F u l l  T e x t
reveals  how  Mil ler
b u i l d s  s u s p e n s e
through  everyday
conversations,  making
the moral deception all
the  more  devastating.
The  fu l l  t ex t  a l so
captures  the  poetic

real ism  of  Mi l ler ’s
d i a l o g u e ,  w h e r e
domestic  life  becomes
a  stage  for  profound
ethical questions.

Key
Themes
in the
Script

Moral
responsibility –
Joe Keller’s
private
rationalization
versus his public
accountability.
The American
Dream – The
pursuit of wealth
at the expense of
integrity.
Family loyalty –
The tension
between
protecting loved
ones and facing
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truth.
War and its
aftermath –
How the
consequences of
wartime actions
ripple through
civilian life.

By studying the All My
S o n s  F u l l  T e x t ,
readers can trace how
these  themes  develop
across  all  three  acts.
Miller’s  language  is
e c o n o m i c a l  y e t
layered—every  word
serves a purpose, and
the  stage  directions
add  emotional  texture
t h a t  i s  l o s t  i n
abbreviated versions.

WHERE TO ACCESS
THE FULL TEXT OF
ALL MY SONS

Finding a reliable copy
of  the  All  My  Sons
Full  Text  is  easier
than  ever,  but  it  is
important  to  choose
editions  that  respect

copyright  and  provide
accurate  formatting.
Here  are  the  most
common  sources:

Published
Print
Editions
The  p lay  is  widely
avai lable  through
major  publishers.  The
standard  edition  is
published  by  Penguin
Classics  or  Dramatists
Play  Service.  These
versions  include  the
complete  script,  often
with an introduction by
a scholar that provides
context.  For  serious
study,  a  print  edition
rema ins  t he  go ld
standard  because  it
p r e s e r v e s  t h e
p a g i n a t i o n  a n d
structure  that  Miller
intended.
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Online
Legal
Sources

Digital libraries
– Services like
Project
Gutenberg (in
the public
domain for some
regions) may
offer the text if
copyright has
expired.
However, All My
Sons was first
published in
1947, so in the
United States it
remains under
copyright until
2042. Always
verify copyright
status in your
country.
University
databases –
Students with

library access
can find the full
text via
databases such
as ProQuest or
JSTOR, which
often include
scanned copies
of the original
script.
Educational
websites –
Some legitimate
educational sites
offer excerpts or
the full text for
classroom use
under fair use
guidelines. Be
cautious with
free online
copies—they
may contain
errors or
omissions.
E‑book
retailers –
Amazon, Google
Books, and Apple
Books sell digital
editions that
include the
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complete script.
These are
convenient for
note‑taking and
search functions.

For anyone seeking the
All My Sons Full Text
with  accurate  l ine
numbering  and  stage
directions, a purchased
e‑book  or  a  l ibrary
copy  is  the  safest
choice.

WHY READING THE
FULL TEXT
MATTERS MORE
THAN SUMMARIES

Summaries  and  study
guides  can  help  you
grasp the plot quickly,
b u t  t h e y  c a n n o t
replace the experience
of reading the All My
Sons Full Text. Here’s
why:

Capturing

Miller’s
Dialogue
Rhythms
Arthur  Mil ler  was  a
master  of  naturalistic
dialogue.  The way Joe
K e l l e r  s p e a k s  i n
c l i p p e d ,  e v a s i v e
phrases contrasts with
Chris’s earnest, almost
idealistic  language.  In
the  full  text,  you  see
h o w  p a u s e s  a n d
interruptions  create
tension.  For  example,
Act  One’s  seemingly
idle conversation about
a  tree  being  blown
d o w n  b e c o m e s  a
metapho r  f o r  t he
family’s  hidden  guilt.
These  subtleties  are
flattened  in
summaries.



6

6 All My Sons Full Text 2025-12-27

Understa
nding
Stage
Direction

s
M i l l e r ’ s  s t a g e
direct ions  are  not
m e r e l y
functional—they  are
part of the storytelling.
He describes the Keller
house  as  “the  back
yard of a house that is
like every other house
i n  t h e  s t r e e t , ”
e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e
ord inar iness  that
masks  extraordinary
moral  failure.  The  full
text  includes  these
directions,  which  are
essential  for  anyone
analyzing  the  play  or
staging a production.

Exploring
the
Develop
ment of
Character
s
The  journey  of  Kate
Keller,  for  instance,  is
f a r  r i c h e r  i n  t h e
complete  script.  Her
desperate  faith  that
her  missing  son  Larry
is still alive is not just a
quirky  trait ;  i t  is  a
psychological  coping
mechanism. In the All
My  Sons  Full  Text,
you witness how Miller
gradually  reveals  her
fragility, leading to the
devastating  climax.  A
summary  might  tell
y o u  s h e  i s  i n
denial—the  full  text
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shows you how denial
s h a p e s  e v e r y
interaction.

Education
al Value
for
Students
Teachers  often  assign
the All My Sons Full
Text  so  that  students
can  perform  c lose
readings. By examining
specific  lines  and
speeches, learners can
analyze Miller’s use of
irony,  symbolism  (the
broken tree, the letter
f r o m  L a r r y ) ,  a n d
dramatic  structure.
Without  the  full  text,
s u c h  a n a l y s i s  i s
shallow.

KEY SCENES TO
STUDY IN THE

FULL TEXT

When you have the All
My Sons Full Text in
front  of  you,  certain
scenes demand careful
attention.  Here  are
s e v e r a l  t h a t  a r e
frequently discussed in
literary criticism:

The
Opening
Scene
(Act One)
The  play  begins  on  a
Sunday  morning  in
August.  The  Kel ler
family  is  reading  the
p a p e r ,  a n d  J o e  i s
teased by a neighbor.
The  tone  is  light,  but
the broken tree in the
yard  hints  at  deeper
cracks. In the full text,
the  stage  direction
says  the  t ree  was
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“b lown  down  l as t
night,”  and  the  way
charac te r s  avo id
talking  about  why  it
matters  foreshadows
the central  evasion of
truth.  Reading the full
scene lets you see how
Miller plants clues.

The
Confronta
tion
between
Chris and
Joe (Act
Two)
Chr i s  accuses  h i s
father  of  everything
that is  “rotten” in the
world.  In the full  text,
Chris’s  speech  is  a
t o r r e n t  o f  m o r a l

outrage:  “I  want  to
know  what  you  did,
what you did to those
b o y s . ”  T h e  r a w
emotion is amplified by
the  pauses  M i l l e r
writes  into  the  script.
Without  the  complete
exchange, the intensity
is diminished.

The
Revelatio
n of the
Letter
(Act
Three)
The climax hinges on a
letter  from  the  dead
son ,  La r ry .  I t  i s  a
heartbreaking piece of
evidence  that  forces
Joe  to  confront  his
guilt.  In  the  full  text,
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the letter is read aloud,
and  Miller  specifies
that  Kate “reads it  off”
a s  i f  s h e  h a s
memorized  it.  This
moment is the turning
point,  and the precise
wording  is  crucial  for
understanding why Joe
ultimately  takes  his
own  life.

HOW THE FULL
TEXT ENHANCES
PERFORMANCE
AND STUDY

Whether  you  are  a
d r a m a  s t u d e n t
preparing for a role or
a literature enthusiast,
working  with  the  All
My  Sons  Full  Text
offers  distinct
advantages:

For
Actors

and
Directors

Character
motivation –
Every line in the
full text helps an
actor understand
subtext. For
instance, Joe’s
frequent use of
“sure, sure”
reveals his desire
to avoid conflict.
Pacing and
timing – Miller’s
act structure
follows a classic
three‑act arc:
exposition, rising
action, and
climax. The full
text allows
directors to time
scenes precisely.
Cutting the
script –
Productions often
need to shorten
the play. Having
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the original full
text is essential
for making
informed cuts
that preserve
Miller’s intent.

For
Literature
Students

Close reading
assignments –
Teachers often
require students
to analyze
specific passages
from the full text.
Having the
complete script
enables you to
choose relevant
quotes and
contextualize
them.
Essay writing –
A strong literary
essay includes
direct evidence.

The All My Sons
Full Text
provides the
exact dialogue
you need to
support your
thesis.
Exam
preparation –
You can practice
answering
questions about
character
development,
theme, and
dramatic
technique by
referring to the
original scenes.

COMPARING THE
FULL TEXT WITH
FILM AND STAGE
ADAPTATIONS

Multiple adaptations of
Al l  My  Sons  ex is t ,
including  a  1948  film
starring  Edward  G.
Robinson  and  a  1987
film  with  James
Whitmore. While these
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adaptations  capture
the  spirit  of  the  play,
they  inevitably  cut  or
reorder  scenes.  By
reading  the  All  My
Sons  Full  Text,  you
can identify  what  was
changed  and  consider
why. For example, the
film  version  often
removes  some  of  the
neighbor  characters’
dialogue, which in the
original script serves to
c o m m e n t  o n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y ’ s
complicity. The full text
gives  you  the  uncut
authorial vision.

Lost
Nuances
in
Adaptatio

ns
In  the  original  script,
the  character  of  Jim
Bayliss,  the  doctor,
delivers  a  monologue
about  his  professional
c o m p r o m i s e s — a
s p e e c h  t h a t  i s
frequently  trimmed  in
product ions.  That
monologue is a mirror
for  Joe  Keller’s  own
r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s .
Reading  the  full  text
a l l o w s  y o u  t o
apprec ia te  these
parallels  and  discuss
how  Mi l ler  weaves
multiple  characters’
moral  crises  into  the
fabric of the play.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
LEGACY OF THE
SCRIPT

When  A l l  My  Sons
p r e m i e r e d  o n
Broadway  in  1947,  it
was an instant success.
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Critics praised its tight
construction  and  its
fearless examination of
American  values.  The
All My Sons Full Text
has since been studied
i n  t h o u s a n d s  o f
classrooms.  Mil ler
himself considered it a
turning  point  in  his
career—a  play  that
moved away from the
purely social realism of
his earlier work toward
the  more  personal,
psychological  drama
that  would  define
Death  of  a  Salesman.
Today ,  the  sc r ip t
remains  a  staple  of
modern  theater.  Its
t h e m e s  o f
accountabil ity  and
denial  resonate  with
c o n t e m p o r a r y
audiences, making the
full  text  as  relevant
now  as  i t  was  over
seventy years ago.

TIPS FOR GETTING

THE MOST FROM
THE FULL TEXT

If you are about to read
the All My Sons Full
Text  for  the  first  time,
h e r e  a r e  s o m e
practical suggestions:

Read it in one1.
sitting – The
play is short
(about 90
minutes in
performance).
Reading it
continuously
helps you feel
the rising
tension.
Annotate –2.
Underline
recurring images
(the tree, the
letter, the “gold”
of the business)
and note how
they connect.
Read aloud –3.
Miller’s dialogue
is meant to be
spoken. Reciting
sections,
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especially the
climactic
arguments,
deepens your
understanding.
Compare with4.
an audio
recording –
Listening to a
professional cast
while following
the full text can
reveal nuances

you might miss
on the page.
Write a5.
response – Jot
down your
immediate
reactions. Did
you sympathize
with Joe Keller
until the final
revelation? The
full text will
challenge


