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UNRAVELING THE CATHERINE
COULTER FBI SERIES: THE
ULTIMATE READING ORDER
GUIDE

For  over  two  decades,  readers  have
been captivated by the thrilling world of
the  FBI  created  by  bestselling  author
Catherine  Coulter.  Combining  high-
stakes suspense,  intricate plots,  and a
cast  of  unforgettable  characters,  this
series has become a staple for fans of
the crime and thriller genres. However,
with over 20 books in the main series,
plus spin-offs and short stories,  knowing
the  correct  Catherine  Coulter  FBI
series  order  can  be  the  difference
between a seamless reading experience
and a confusing one. This guide will walk
you  through  everything  you  need  to
know, from where it all began to where
the gripping saga stands today, ensuring
you never  miss  a  beat  in  the lives  of
your favorite FBI agents.
Whether you are a newcomer eager to
dive into the action or a long-time fan
looking  to  fill  a  gap  in  your  collection,
understanding  the  proper  sequence  is
key.  Coulter weaves ongoing character
relationships  and  subtle  callbacks  that
enhance  the  narrative  depth.  Reading
the books out of order can spoil major
plot twists, character developments, and
the evolution of the central romantic and
professional  partnerships.  This
comprehensive guide provides a natural,
spoiler-light  roadmap  to  the  series,

making  your  reading  journey  as
enjoyable and coherent as possible.

THE CORE OF THE SERIES:
SHERLOCK AND SAVICH

At the heart of the Catherine Coulter FBI
series  are  two  of  the  most  beloved
characters  in  modern  suspense  fiction:
FBI  agents  Lacey  Sherlock  and  Dillon
Savich. Their partnership, which begins
in the second book of the series, forms
the backbone of the narrative. Sherlock
is  a  brilliant,  intuitive,  and  sometimes
impulsive agent, while Savich is a calm,
methodical,  and  exceptionally  gifted
computer  whiz  and  profiler.  Their
dynamic,  both  professionally  and
personally, evolves beautifully over the
course  of  the  series,  making  the
Catherine  Coulter  FBI  series  order
essential  for  witnessing  their  journey
from tense colleagues to  partners  and
eventually, to a married couple raising a
family while tackling the nation's most
dangerous criminals.
Coulter  masterfully  balances  their
personal  growth  with  the  high-octane
plots of each installment. The supporting
cast,  including  fellow  agents,  family
members,  and  recurring  villains,  also
develops  significantly  over  time.  This  is
why jumping into a later book might feel
like  stepping  into  the  middle  of  a
conversation.  You  will  miss  the  subtle
nuances of how their trust was built, how
Savich’s  past  trauma  was  addressed,
and  how  Sherlock’s  unyielding  spirit
came to be tempered by her partner’s
steadfast support.
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UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENT
SERIES WITHIN THE UNIVERSE

Before diving into the list, it is important
to note that the "FBI series" consists of
several  interconnected  sub-series  and
spin-offs.  While  the  main  sequence
focuses on Sherlock and Savich, Coulter
has also  penned prequels  and "Brit  in
the  FBI"  co-authored  series.  For  the
purpose of this guide, we will focus on
the main, canonical series in the order
they were published, as this is the most
widely accepted Catherine Coulter FBI
series order and the one that ensures
the smoothest narrative flow.
The series began with a standalone book
that  introduced  a  different  set  of
characters  before  Sherlock  and  Savich
took  center  stage.  This  initial  book  is
often debated regarding its place in the
series, but most loyal readers and official
publishers  list  it  as  the  starting  point.
Understanding this distinction will  save
you from potential confusion when you
encounter  references  to  events  that
happened  in  a  prior  book.

THE DEFINITIVE CATHERINE
COULTER FBI SERIES ORDER

Here  is  the  official  reading  order  of  the
main FBI series, beginning with the book
that started it all. This list includes the
title,  year  of  publication,  and  a  brief,
spoiler-free  description  to  help  you
understand  the  context  of  each  story.

Book 1: The
Cove (1996)
Note:  This  book  features  an  earlier
version of the FBI. While it does not star
Sherlock  and  Savich  in  the  way  later
books do, it introduces the character of

Sally Brainerd and the small town of The
Cove. It establishes the world and tone
of the series. Many argue that while not
essential for the Sherlock/Savich arc, it is
a  worthwhile  read for  context  and for
understanding  Coulter's  evolution  as  a
writer.  However,  if  you  want  to  jump
straight to the core duo, you can start
with Book 2.

Book 2: The
Maze (1997)
This  is  where  the  magic  begins.  The
Maze  introduces  FBI  agent  Lacey
Sherlock. She is a young, brilliant agent
on a personal mission to solve a series of
murders  that  are  eerily  similar  to  one
from her own family's tragic past.  She
meets Dillon Savich, a forensic computer
expert  and  agent,  and  their  explosive
partnership is born. This book is the true
starting point for the central relationship
and  the  ongoing  narrative  that  defines
the  series.

Book 3: The
Target (1998)
Savich and Sherlock are back, this time
on a case involving a missing child and a
dangerous cult. The personal stakes are
higher  as  their  professional  respect
deepens into something more. This book
i s  c r u c i a l  f o r  t h e i r  r o m a n t i c
development.

Book 4: The
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Edge (1999)
Sherlock takes center stage again as she
heads  to  a  small  town  in  Oregon  to
investigate a string of bizarre accidents
that  may  be  more  sinister  than  they
appear.  Savich  provides  support  from
Washington,  D.C.,  showcasing  their
growing  reliance  on  each  other.

Book 5: Riptide
(2000)
The  story  introduces  a  new,  chilling
villain  and  a  complex  plot  involving  a
remote island and a dangerous secret.
Sherlock  and  Savich's  relationship
evolves  significantly,  with  a  major
turning  point  for  the  couple.

Book 6: Hemlock
Bay (2001)
Savich and Sherlock travel to California
to help a woman whose life is spiraling
out of control. The case puts immense
stress  on  their  partnership  and  forces
them to face their deepest feelings. This
is a pivotal book for fans of the romance
side of the series.

Book 7: Eleventh
Hour (2002)
In  this  installment,  a  nun  witnesses  a
brutal murder, and Savich and Sherlock
must  protect  her  from a  killer  who  is
willing to destroy the church to keep the
truth  hidden.  The  action  is  relentless,
and the personal dynamics reach a new
level.

Book 8: Blindside
(2003)
A thrilling  story  involving  a  kidnapped
child, a former CIA agent, and a deadly
political  conspiracy. This book expands
the  wor ld  o f  the  FB I  ser ies  and
introduces  characters  that  will  appear
again in later books.

Book 9: Blowout
(2004)
Savich  and  Sherlock  are  back  in
Washington, D.C., dealing with a series
of bombings and a powerful enemy from
Savich's past. The plot is fast-paced and
showcases their combined expertise in a
city under siege.

Book 10: Point
Blank (2005)
A lone gunman targets the FBI,  and a
complex case of stolen identities leads
Savich  and  Sherlock  deep  into  the
mountains.  This  book  is  notable  for  a
significant  and  emotional  development
in  their  personal  lives.

Book 11: Double
Take (2006)
Sherlock  and  Savich  face  a  case
involving a woman who claims to have
witnessed  a  murder,  but  no  body  is
found.  Meanwhile,  a  series  of  events
forces  them  to  confront  their  own
mortality and the future of their family.
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Book 12: TailSpin
(2008)
Savich's  father  is  kidnapped,  and  a
dangerous  conspiracy  involving  a
missing woman and a plane crash pulls
the entire family into the fray. This is a
deeply personal and thrilling adventure.

Book 13:
KnockOut (2009)
The story involves a young boy with a
genius-level IQ and a dangerous secret.
Savich  and Sherlock  must  protect  him
from a determined killer. This book also
features  the  return  of  a  beloved
character  from  the  past.

Book 14:
Whiplash (2010)
A biological weapons threat and a high-
stakes corporate conspiracy bring Savich
and Sherlock to the California coast. The
action  is  intense,  and  the  moral
dilemmas  are  complex.

Book 15: Split
Second (2011)
A series of murders with no connection
challenges  the  FBI's  profiling  skills.  A
new  agent,  Griffin  Hammersmith,  is
introduced, and a chilling link to a past
case surfaces. This book marks a slight
shift in focus, expanding the team.

Book 16:
Backfire (2012)
San Francisco is the setting for a case
involving a serial killer targeting judges.
Savich  and  Sherlock  work  with  local
authorities  and  a  mysterious  woman
with a hidden agenda.

Book 17:
Bombshell
(2013)
A young woman with a connection to a
famous  senator  is  in  mortal  danger.
Savich and Sherlock must unravel a web
of  political  intrigue,  passion,  and
revenge.  This  book  introduces  a  new
character  who may hold  the key to  a
larger threat.

Book 18: Power
Play (2014)
A kidnapping of a wealthy heiress leads
to  a  tangled  conspiracy  involving  a
controversial researcher, a deadly virus,
and a plot  to change the world order.
The tension is  palpable as  Savich and
Sherlock race against time.

Book 19:
Nemesis (2015)
A  master  criminal  from  Sherlock  and
Savich's  past  returns,  threatening
everything  they  hold  dear.  This  is  a
direct sequel to a previous book, making
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r e a d i n g  o r d e r  e s s e n t i a l  f o r
understanding  the  stakes.

Book 20:
Insidious (2016)
This installment introduces a chilling new
villain and a terrifying plot  involving a
psychotic killer who seems to anticipate
the FBI's every move. It  is a dark and
gripping entry in the series.

Book 21: Enigma
(2017)
Savich  and  Sherlock  investigate  the
attempted  murder  of  a  young  woman
who has been the victim of a gaslighting
campa ign .  The  case  i s  deep ly
psychological,  and  the  stakes  are
personal  for  the  team.

Book 22:
Paradox (2018)
A complex case involving a missing FBI
agent and a dangerous cult leads Savich
and  Sherlock  to  a  remote  island  off  the
coas t  o f  Ma ine .  Th i s  book  i s  a
masterclass in suspense and character
development.

Book 23:
Labyrinth (2019)
A serial killer is using the dark web to
orchestrate  murders.  Savich  and
Sherlock  must  navigate  a  world  of
encrypted messages, virtual reality, and
deadly secrets to stop the killer before

he strikes again.

Book 24:
Deadlock (2020)
Sherlock and Savich are plunged into a
case  involving  a  dead CEO,  a  missing
fortune,  and  a  family  feud  that  goes
back  decades.  The  action  is  non-stop,
and the resolution is shocking.

Book 25: Vortex
(2021)
A  hurricane-force  storm  traps  a  small
coastal town, and a serial killer is using
the chaos to strike. Savich and Sherlock
are caught in the middle of a terrifying
cat-and-mouse  game  where  nature  is
just as dangerous as the killer.

Book 26: The
Sixth Day (2022)
This is a special co-authored book in the
"A Brit in the FBI" series, but it features
Savich  and  Sherlock  in  a  crossover
event. It is included in the main series
order for continuity. A deadly countdown
begins as a virus is unleashed, and the
FBI  must  find  a  cure  while  protecting  a
key witness.

Book 27: Flash
Point (2023)
The latest entry (as of this writing) finds
Savich and Sherlock in a small town in
Montana where a series of arson attacks
are linked to a decades-old secret. The



6

6 Catherine Coulter Fbi Series Order 2025-07-23

case forces them to confront their own
values and the true meaning of justice.

WHY FOLLOWING THE
CATHERINE COULTER FBI SERIES
ORDER IS CRUCIAL

While  some  thriller  series  are  strictly
episodic,  the  Catherine  Coulter  FBI
series order is the key to unlocking the
full emotional weight of the story. Here
is why you should commit to reading it:


