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THE FLICK ANNIE
BAKER: A
MASTERPIECE OF
QUIET
OBSERVATION IN
MODERN THEATER

In  the  landscape  of
c o n t e m p o r a r y
American  theater,  few
works  have  achieved
the  quiet,  resonant
power  of  The  Flick
Annie  Baker.  First
premiering  in  2013,
this  Pulitzer  Prize-
w i n n i n g  p l a y  h a s
captivated  audiences
and critics alike with its
deceptively  simple
premise, rich character
development,  and

profound exploration of
human connection. For
those  unfamiliar  with
this  theatrical  gem,
The  F l i ck  Ann ie
Baker created is more
than just a play about
m i n i m u m - w a g e
workers in a decaying
movie  theater.  It  is  a
m e d i t a t i o n  o n
loneliness,  race,  class,
and the small moments
that define our lives. In
this  comprehensive
article, we will explore
every  facet  of  this
remarkable work, from
its  inception  to  its
lasting  legacy  in  the
world of drama.
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What Is
The Flick

About?
At its core, The Flick
Annie  Baker  wrote
unfolds  in  a  rundown,
single-screen  movie
theater  in  Worcester,
Massachusetts.  The
play  fo l lows  three
characters:  Sam,  a
projectionist in his mid-
thirties;  Avery,  a  shy,
film-obsessed  college
student; and Rose, the
t o u g h - t a l k i n g
concess ion  s tand
worke r .  Ove r  t he
course of the play, we
w i t n e s s  t h e i r
in teract ions—of ten
awkward,  sometimes
tender,  and  always
deeply  human.  The
characters  sweep
popcorn, clean up after
showings,  and engage
i n  m e a n d e r i n g

conversations  about
film, life, and their own
unspoken  desires.
There is no grand plot
tw is t  o r  d ramat i c
climax.  Instead,  The
Flick  Annie  Baker
offers a slice of life that
feels  startlingly  real,
inviting  the  audience
t o  s i t  w i t h  t h e s e
characters  in  their
q u i e t ,  s h a r e d
moments.
The play runs for over
three  hours,  a  length
t h a t  m i g h t  s e e m
d a u n t i n g  b u t  i s
essential  to  its  effect.
The slow pace mirrors
the  monotony  of  the
characters'  jobs  and
allows the audience to
sink  into  their  world.
Long  s t re tches  o f
silence,  a  hallmark  of
Annie  Baker's  writing,
become as meaningful
as  dialogue.  In  The
Flick  Annie  Baker
uses these silences to
create  a  space  where
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subtext  speaks  louder
than  words.  Every
g l a n c e ,  e v e r y
hesitation, every small
gesture carries weight,
r e v e a l i n g  t h e
characters'  inner  lives
with remarkable depth.

Who Is
Annie
Baker?
Annie Baker is  one of
the  most  celebrated
playwrights  of  her
generation,  known  for
h e r  n a t u r a l i s t i c
dialogue  and  keen
observational  eye.
Born in 1981 in Boston,
Massachusetts,  Baker
studied theater at New
York  University  and
later  earned  an  MFA
from the Yale School of
Drama.  Her  works,
including  Circle  Mirror
Transformation,  The

A l i e n s ,  a n d  B o d y
A w a r e n e s s ,  a r e
characterized  by  their
quiet  intensity  and
focus  on  ord inary
people  in  everyday
settings.  The  Flick
Annie Baker  wrote is
widely regarded as her
magnum opus, earning
her  the  Pulitzer  Prize
for Drama in 2014. She
became  the  youngest
woman  to  w in  the
award  at  the  time,  a
te s tamen t  t o  he r
extraordinary talent.
Baker's writing style is
often  described  as
" a n t i - t h e a t r i c a l "
because  i t  re jects
traditional  dramatic
conventions. Instead of
b i g  s p e e c h e s  o r
heightened  emotions,
she  focuses  on  the
r h y t h m s  o f  r e a l
speech—the  pauses,
the  interruptions,  the
unfinished  sentences.
This  approach  makes
The  F l i ck  Ann ie
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Baker  fe l t  deeply
authentic,  as  if  the
a u d i e n c e  i s
eavesdropping on real
conversations.  Her
ability  to find drama in
t h e  m u n d a n e  i s
unparalleled,  and  this
p l a y  s t a n d s  a s  a
shining example of her
craft.

The
Character
s of The
Flick
The  three  cent ra l
characters  in  The
Flick Annie Baker are
d r a w n  w i t h
extraordinary  nuance.
Let's take a closer look
at each one:

Sam: The
projectionist in
his mid-thirties,

Sam is a man
stuck in a rut. He
has worked at
the theater for
years and finds
comfort in its
familiarity. He is
protective of
Avery at first but
also reveals a
deep-seated
resentment
toward him. Sam
is grappling with
his own failures
and a difficult
family history,
which he buries
beneath layers of
bravado and
passive-
aggression.
Avery: A college
student and film
buff, Avery is
quiet, intelligent,
and deeply
insecure. He
takes the job at
the theater to
get away from
his own
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complicated life,
including a
strained
relationship with
his family and
questions about
his identity.
Avery's
knowledge of
film becomes a
way for him to
connect with
others, but it also
sets him apart,
highlighting his
outsider status.
Rose: The
concession stand
worker, Rose is
brash,
outspoken, and
hiding a deep
vulnerability. She
uses humor and
aggression as
defense
mechanisms, but
as the play
progresses, we
see the cracks in
her armor.
Rose's

interactions with
Sam and Avery
reveal a woman
yearning for
connection but
unsure how to
ask for it. Her
relationship with
Sam, in
particular, is
fraught with
unspoken
tension and
history.

These  characters  are
not  heroes  or  villains.
They  are  ord inary
people trying to make
sense  of  their  lives,
and  that  is  precisely
what makes The Flick
A n n i e  B a k e r  s o
compelling.  We  see
ourse lves  in  the i r
struggles,  their  small
victories,  and  their
quiet  defeats.
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Major
Themes
in The

Flick
The  F l i ck  Ann ie
B a k e r  w e a v e s
toge the r  seve ra l
profound themes, each
e x p l o r e d  w i t h
sensitivity  and  depth.
Here  are  the  most
prominent:

Lonelines
s and
Human
Connectio

n
At its heart, the play is
about  the  difficulty  of
f o r m i n g  g e n u i n e
c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  a
fragmented world. The
characters are isolated,
not  just  from  each
o t h e r  b u t  f r o m
themselves. They seek
intimacy but are afraid
of  vulnerability.  The
movie theater, a place
of  shared  experience,
ironically  becomes  a
space where they drift
further  apart.  The
Flick  Annie  Baker
s h o w s  u s  t h a t
connec t ion  o f ten
h a p p e n s  i n  t h e
moments  between
words—a shared laugh,
a  comfortable  silence,
a small act of kindness.

Race and
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Class
Whi le  not  over t ly
pol i t ica l ,  the  p lay
subtly addresses issues
of  race  and  c lass .
A v e r y  i s  A f r i c a n
American,  and  his
p r e s e n c e  i n  a
predominantly  white
space  is  not  ignored.
The script hints at the
microaggressions  he
faces and the way his
background shapes his
interactions.  Similarly,
the  class  dynamics
b e t w e e n  t h e
characters are evident.
Sam  and  Rose  are
working  class,  while
Avery  comes  from  a
m o r e  p r i v i l e g e d
background, though he
i s  n o t  i m m u n e  t o
hardship.  The  Flick
Annie Baker explores
how  economic  and
r a c i a l  i d e n t i t i e s
influence  the
characters' choices and

relationships  without
e v e r  b e c o m i n g
didactic.

Film and
Escapism
Movies are a constant
presence  in  the  play,
serving as a source of
escape and a point of
c o n n e c t i o n .  T h e
characters  bond  over
their  love  of  cinema,
but  film also  highlights
the i r  i nab i l i t y  t o
engage  with  reality.
Avery's obsession with
obscure  films  is  a  way
t o  a v o i d  h i s  o w n
problems,  while  Sam
uses  the  projection
booth as a refuge from
his failures. The Flick
Annie  Baker  invites
us to consider the role
of art in our lives: is it a
means of escape or a
way to understand our
own experiences?
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Time and
Change
The  play  is  acutely
aware  of  t ime.  The
theater  is  dying,  soon
to  be  converted  to
digital  projection,  a
loss  that  symbolizes
the end of an era. The
characters  are  also
caught  in  transitions,
struggling  to  move
forward  while  clinging
to the past. The Flick
Annie Baker captures
the bittersweet  nature
of  change,  the way it
brings  both  loss  and
possibility.

The
Setting:
The

Movie
Theater
as a
Character
The  theater  in  The
Flick Annie Baker  is
more than a backdrop;
it is a living, breathing
presence.  The  worn
seats, the sticky floors,
the  smell  of  popcorn,
the  flickering  projector
light—all  are  rendered
wi th  v iv id  de ta i l .
B a k e r ' s  s t a g e
d i r e c t i o n s  a r e
meticulous,  describing
no t  j u s t  wha t  t he
characters  do  but  the
atmosphere  around
them. The theater is a
place of  quiet  beauty,
even in its decay, and
i t  m i r r o r s  t h e
characters'  own  faded
h o p e s .  D i g i t a l
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projection  looms  as  a
threat,  representing
t h e  i m p e r s o n a l ,
corporate  future  that
w i l l  r e p l a c e  t h i s
intimate, analog space.
The setting is  integral
to the play's meaning,
g r o u n d i n g  i t s
philosophical questions
in a tangible, relatable
world.
The choice of a movie
t h e a t e r  i s  a l s o
symbolic.  It  is a place
where people gather to
share  stories,  yet  the
characters rarely watch
the  films  they  screen.
They  are  outside  the
experience,  cleaning
up after others. In this
way, The Flick Annie
Baker  suggests  that
we  are  often  on  the
periphery  of  our  own
lives, spectators rather
than participants.

The
Structure
of The
Flick
The  F l i ck  Ann ie
Baker  is structured in
six scenes, each taking
place  in  the  theater
over  several  months.
T h e r e  i s  n o
intermission,  a  choice
that  reinforces  the
p lay ' s  immers ive
qua l i t y .  The  l ong
running time and slow
p a c i n g  r e q u i r e
pat ience  f rom  the
audience,  but  the
reward is a cumulative
emotional  impact  that
lingers  long  after  the
final scene. Baker uses
repetit ion  to  great
effect:  the  same
m u n d a n e
activities—sweeping,
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changing reels, talking
about  movies—are
performed  again  and
aga in ,  c rea t ing  a
rhythm  that  captures
the  monotony  of  the
characters'  lives.  This
structure  is  crucial  to
the  play's  effect,
allowing  the  audience
to experience time as
the characters do.

Critical
Reception
and
Awards
When The Flick Annie
Baker  premiered  at
Playwrights Horizons in
New York City in 2013,
it  was met with near-
universal  acclaim.
Cr i t ics  praised  i ts
a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  i t s
emotional  depth,  and
its  willingness to trust

the  audience.  Charles
Isherwood of The New
York Times called it "a
w o r k  o f  q u i e t ,
c u m u l a t i v e l y
devastating  beauty."
The play won the Obie
Award  for  Best  New
American  Play  and,
most  notab ly ,  the
Pulitzer Prize for Drama
in  2014.  The  Pulitzer
committee described it
as "a deeply felt drama
about the lives of three
m o v i e  t h e a t e r
employees,  rendered
w i t h  u n c o m m o n
au then t i c i t y  and
grace."  Since  then,
The  F l i ck  Ann ie
B a k e r  h a s  b e e n
produced  in  theaters
across  the  Uni ted
States and around the
world,  cementing  its
place  as  a  modern
classic.
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Productio
n History
After its  acclaimed Off-
Broadway  run,  The
Flick  Annie  Baker
received  a  production
at the National Theatre
in  London  in  2016,
directed  by  Michael
L o n g h u r s t .  T h a t
production  was  also
w e l l - r e c e i v e d ,
introducing  Baker's
w o r k  t o  a  w i d e r
international  audience.
I n  2 0 2 4 ,  a  m a j o r
revival  was  staged  at
the  Signature  Theatre
in  New  York,  directed
by Trip Cullman, which
brought  the play to  a
new  generat ion  of
theatergoers.  The
revival was praised for
its  timely  resonance,
a s  t h e  t h e m e s  o f
c o n n e c t i o n  a n d
disconnection  felt
especially relevant in a

post-pandemic  world.
Each  production  has
b r o u g h t  i t s  o w n
interpretation,  but  the
core  o f  The  Fl ick
Annie Baker  remains
unchanged: a profound
meditation  on  what  it
means to be human in
a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y
disconnected  age.

Why The
Flick
Matters
Today
In  an  era  of  constant
stimulation,  with  our
attention  fragmented
b y  s c r e e n s  a n d
notifications, The Flick
Annie  Baker  offers  a
radical  invitation:  to
slow down, to listen, to
sit  with  silence.  The
play is a quiet rebellion
against  the  pace  of
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modern life, asking us
to  find  meaning  in  the
m u n d a n e  a n d
connection in the most
unlikely  places.  Its
characters  are  not
extraordinary, but their
struggles are universal.
We all know what it is
like to feel invisible, to
y e a r n  f o r
understanding,  to  fear
the  passage  of  time.
The  F l i ck  Ann ie
Baker  gives  voice  to
those  feelings  with
grace  and  humor  and
an  unflinching  honesty
that is rare in any art
form.
Moreover, the play is a
love  letter  to  cinema
and  to  the  physical
s p a c e s  w h e r e  w e
exper ience  i t .  As
streaming  services
replace  theaters,  The
Flick  Annie  Baker
mourns  a  loss  that  is
both  cu l tu ra l  and
personal. It reminds us
of the magic of sitting

in  a  dark  room  with
strangers,  sharing  a
story  projected  on  a
screen.  That  shared
experience,  the  play
suggests, is something
worth preserving.

Conclusio
n
The  F l i ck  Ann ie
Baker  w r o t e  i s  a
m a s t e r p i e c e  o f
understatement, a play
that  finds  the
extraordinary  in  the
ordinary.  Through  its
rich  characters,  its
immersive setting, and
its patient unfolding, it
invites  us  to  reflect  on
our own lives and the
quiet  moments  that
define  them.  Whether
you are a longtime fan
o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y
theate r  o r  new  to
Baker's  work,  The
Flick Annie Baker  is
an experience that will
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stay  with  you  long
after  the  house  lights
c o m e  u p .  I t  i s  a
testament to the power
of theater to move us,
to challenge us, and to
r e m i n d  u s  o f  o u r
shared  humanity.  If
y o u  h a v e  n o t  y e t

encountered  th i s
remarkable  play,  seek
out  a  production  or
read the script. You will
be richly rewarded with
a  work  o f  a r t  tha t
speaks to the heart of
what  it  means  to  be
alive.


