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WHY BAD KITTY TAKES A BATH REMAINS A BELOVED CHILDREN’S CLASSIC

There are few things more universally entertaining than a mischievous cat who absolutely, positively
does not want to do what it is told. In the world of children’s literature, Bad Kitty Takes A Bath
stands as a shining example of how to turn a simple, everyday struggle into a laugh-out-loud
adventure. Written and illustrated by Nick Bruel, this book is part of the wildly popular Bad Kitty
series, which has captured the hearts of young readers and parents alike. But what is it about this
particular story that makes it so enduring? Why do children return to it again and again, and why do
parents find themselves chuckling even after the tenth reading? The answer lies in the perfect blend
of relatable conflict, expressive artwork, and a protagonist whose stubbornness is matched only by
his charm.
In this article, we will dive deep into the world of Bad Kitty Takes A Bath, exploring its plot,
characters, educational value, and the reasons it has become a cornerstone of early childhood
reading. Whether you are a parent looking for the next great book for your child, an educator
seeking engaging classroom material, or simply a fan of clever picture books, you will find plenty to
appreciate in this furry feline’s watery ordeal.

What Is Bad Kitty Takes A Bath About?
At its core, Bad Kitty Takes A Bath is a story about a very stubborn cat who needs a bath and will
do absolutely everything in his power to avoid one. The book follows the classic Bad Kitty formula: a
simple,  everyday  situation  that  quickly  spirals  into  chaos.  The  story  begins  with  the  narrator
(presumably the owner) announcing that it is bath time. What follows is a hilarious, step-by-step
account of Kitty’s increasingly desperate attempts to escape the inevitable.
Kitty employs a series of classic cat tactics: hiding, scratching, hissing, and generally making life as
difficult  as  possible  for  the  person  trying  to  bathe  him.  The  reader  is  taken  through  a  litany  of
excuses and evasive maneuvers, each one more creative and exaggerated than the last. The text is
accompanied  by  Bruel’s  signature  black-and-white  illustrations,  which  perfectly  capture  Kitty’s
expressions of indignation, fury, and eventual resignation.
The book does not just tell a story; it invites the reader to participate in Kitty’s emotional journey.
Children who have ever been forced to take a bath, brush their teeth, or go to bed will immediately
recognize  Kitty’s  reluctance.  This  relatability  is  the  secret  ingredient  that  makes  the  book  so
effective.  It  validates  a  child’s  own  feelings  of  resistance  while  allowing  them  to  laugh  at  the

absurdity  of  the  situation.

The Characters That Bring the Story to
Life
While the main character is obviously Bad Kitty himself, the book features a small but effective cast
of  supporting  characters.  The  unnamed  owner  (or  parent  figure)  serves  as  the  voice  of  reason,
calmly (and then not-so-calmly) trying to get the job done. This character provides the narrative
structure, listing the steps involved in giving a cat a bath and narrating Kitty’s reactions.
However, the true star is Kitty. What makes Bad Kitty such a compelling character is that he is not
evil; he is simply stubborn. He has a strong sense of self-preservation and an unshakable belief that
baths are an unnecessary indignity. His reactions are over-the-top, but they are grounded in real cat
behavior. Anyone who has ever owned a cat will recognize the flattened ears, the puffed-up tail, and
the look of pure betrayal. Bruel has clearly spent a great deal of time observing cats, and that
authenticity shines through in every panel.
There  is  also  a  subtle  genius  in  how  the  book  treats  the  owner  character.  By  keeping  them  off-
screen (or only partially visible), the reader is invited to step into that role. You are the one trying to
wrestle the cat into the tub. You are the one facing the flying claws and the indignant yowls.  This
immersive quality makes the reading experience more interactive and engaging for children.

The Educational Value Hidden in the
Chaos
At first glance, Bad Kitty Takes A Bath might seem like nothing more than a silly story. However,
beneath the surface of hissing and scratching lies a surprisingly rich educational experience. The
book is an excellent tool for teaching several important early literacy and life skills.

VOCABULARY AND SEQUENCING

One of the most prominent features of the book is its use of sequential steps. The narrator lists the
steps involved in giving a cat a bath, and Kitty responds to each one. This structure helps children
understand the concept of sequencing, which is a critical skill for both reading comprehension and
everyday life. The steps are presented in order, and children can follow along, predicting what will
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happen next.
Additionally, the book introduces a range of expressive verbs and adjectives. Words like "scratch,"
"hiss,"  "yowl,"  and  "splash"  are  used  with  great  effect,  giving  children  a  richer  vocabulary  for
describing actions and emotions. The text is simple enough for beginning readers, but it does not
talk down to them. It treats them as capable of understanding nuance and humor.

EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE AND EMPATHY

Another important educational aspect of the book is its exploration of emotions. Kitty experiences a
wide range of  feelings:  anger,  fear,  frustration,  and eventually relief.  By following his journey,
children can learn to identify and name these emotions in themselves and others. The book opens
the door for conversations about why we sometimes resist things that are good for us, and how it
feels to be forced to do something we do not want to do.
Furthermore, the story teaches a subtle lesson about cause and effect. Kitty’s attempts to avoid the
bath lead to increasingly messy and chaotic situations. His actions have consequences, and those
consequences are presented in a humorous, non-punitive way. This makes the book a gentle tool for
discussing behavior and decision-making with young children.

WORDPLAY AND HUMOR

Nick Bruel is a master of wordplay, and Bad Kitty Takes A Bath is no exception. The book is filled
with puns, alliteration, and clever phrasing that will appeal to both children and adults. The humor is
multi-layered. Younger children will laugh at the slapstick antics and expressive faces, while older
readers (including parents) will appreciate the more subtle jokes woven into the text. This makes the
book a joy to read aloud, as the adult can play up the dramatic moments and the silly sounds.

Why Children Cannot Get Enough of Bad
Kitty
The popularity of the Bad Kitty series as a whole is a testament to the enduring appeal of the
character. But Bad Kitty Takes A Bath holds a special place in the canon. There is something
about  the  bath-time  struggle  that  resonates  deeply  with  children.  Bath  time  is  a  universal
experience, and for many kids, it is a battleground. They see themselves in Kitty’s resistance. The
book gives them a safe, funny way to process their own feelings about being washed, dressed, or
otherwise inconvenienced by the adults in their lives.
Moreover, the book empowers children. By laughing at Kitty’s antics, they gain a sense of control
over a situation that is usually controlled by adults. They become the ones who know what is coming
next, who understand the joke, who can predict that Kitty will eventually get bathed (or will he?).
This mastery is deeply satisfying for young readers and encourages them to engage with the book
repeatedly.

The illustrations also play a massive role in the book’s appeal. Bruel’s art style is expressive and
energetic. The images are full of movement and emotion, and they often tell a story that goes
beyond the words. Children who cannot yet read the text can still follow the story through the
pictures. This makes the book accessible to a wide range of ages and reading levels, from toddlers
to early elementary students.

How Bad Kitty Takes A Bath Fits Into the
Series
The Bad Kitty series includes numerous titles, from alphabet books to chapter books. Bad Kitty
Takes A Bath is one of the earlier picture books in the series, and it establishes many of the tropes
that fans have come to love. The structure is similar to other Bad Kitty books: a simple premise, a
list-like narrative, and a punchy, satisfying conclusion.
Readers who enjoy this book will likely want to explore other titles, such as Bad Kitty Gets a Bath
(which  has  a  slightly  different  focus),  Bad  Kitty  vs.  Uncle  Murray,  and  the  various  holiday-themed
books. Each book maintains the same high-energy, humorous tone while exploring new situations.
The consistency of the character is one of the series’ greatest strengths. Once children fall in love
with Bad Kitty, they will want to follow him through every adventure.
It is also worth noting that the book works well as a standalone read. You do not need to have read
any other Bad Kitty books to enjoy this  one.  It  is  self-contained and introduces the character
effectively. This makes it  an excellent entry point for new readers who may later become devoted
fans of the series.

Tips for Parents and Educators Using This
Book
If you are planning to read Bad Kitty Takes A Bath with a child or a group of children, there are
several ways to enhance the experience and get the most out of the book.

READ WITH EXPRESSION

The  book  is  designed  for  dramatic  reading.  Use  different  voices  for  the  narrator  and  for  Kitty.
Exaggerate the sounds: the hissing, the scratching, the splashing. Children will  respond to the
energy and will be more likely to stay engaged. Do not be afraid to be silly. The more you commit to
the performance, the more the children will enjoy it.

ENCOURAGE PREDICTION

Before turning each page, ask the children what they think Kitty will do next. Will he hide under the
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sofa? Will he scratch? Will he meow loudly? This encourages active listening and comprehension. It
also builds anticipation, making the eventual reveal more rewarding.

DISCUSS THE EMOTIONS

After reading, talk about how Kitty felt at different points in the story. Why did he not want a bath?
How did he show his anger or fear? How did he feel  at the end? This helps children develop
emotional  vocabulary  and  empathy.  You  can  also  ask  them about  times  when  they  felt  like
Kitty—when they did not want to do something that was good for them.

EXTEND THE LEARNING

Consider doing a related activity after reading. You could have children draw a picture of their own
pet  (or  an  imaginary  pet)  having  an  adventure.  You  could  create  a  list  of  steps  for  a  different
everyday task, like brushing teeth or getting dressed. You could even act out the story with puppets
or  stuffed  animals.  The  possibilities  are  endless,  and  the  book  provides  a  rich  springboard  for
creativity.

The Art of Persuasion in Children’s
Literature
One of the more subtle strengths of Bad Kitty Takes A Bath is how it handles the concept of

persuasion. The narrator tries to convince Kitty that a bath is a good idea. Kitty tries to convince the
narrator that a bath is a terrible idea. Each side uses various tactics: logic, bribery, force, and
outright defiance. This creates a dynamic tension that drives the story forward.
For children, this is an early lesson in argumentation and negotiation. They see that different people
(and cats) have different perspectives, and that conflict arises when those perspectives clash. The
resolution  of  the  story  offers  a  model  (albeit  a  humorous  one)  for  how  such  conflicts  might  be
resolved. It does not preach or moralize; it simply presents the situation and lets the reader draw
their own conclusions.
This light-handed approach to teaching is one of the hallmarks of quality children’s literature. The
best books do not hit you over the head with a lesson. They tell a good story, and the lessons
emerge naturally from the narrative. Bad Kitty Takes A Bath excels at this, which is why it has
remained in print and in demand for so many years.

Conclusion
In the crowded field of children’s picture books, Bad Kitty Takes A Bath stands out as a true gem.
It  combines a relatable premise, a memorable protagonist,  and high-energy illustrations into a
package that delights readers of all ages. The book is funny, engaging, and surprisingly educational,
offering opportunities for vocabulary development, emotional learning, and family bonding. Whether
you are reading it for the first time or the fiftieth, it never loses its charm.
For parents seeking a book that will make bath time a little less of a


