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INTRODUCTION: WHY C.S. LEWIS STILL MATTERS

The Case For Christianity Cs Lewis

Few thinkers have shaped the modern Christian worldview as
profoundly as C.S. Lewis. His journey from staunch atheism to
one of the most celebrated defenders of the Christian faith is not
merely a biographical curiosity; it is the foundation of a logical,
compelling, and deeply humane case for Christianity. In an age
where faith is often dismissed as wishful thinking or intellectual
weakness, Lewis stands as a towering figure who argued that
Christianity is, in fact, the reasonable conclusion of a thoughtful
mind. His classic works, particularly Mere Christianity, have
introduced countless seekers to the central claims of Jesus Christ.
To examine The Case For Christianity Cs Lewis is to explore
an argument that remains as fresh and persuasive today as it
was when first penned.

Lewis’s genius lay in his ability to strip away theological jargon
and present the Christian faith as something both intellectually
rigorous and universally accessible. He did not ask his readers to
abandon their minds; he invited them to use them. This article
will explore the core pillars of his defense, examining the moral
argument, the famous "trilemma," the argument from desire, and
the lasting impact of his conversion. Whether you are a skeptic, a
new believer, or a long-time Christian seeking to articulate your
faith more clearly, Lewis’s case offers an enduring framework for
understanding why Christianity demands a verdict.

THE MAN BEHIND THE ARGUMENT: FROM ATHEIST TO
APOLOGIST

Understanding The Case For Christianity Cs Lewis requires
understanding the man who made it. For many years, Lewis was
a committed atheist. He had witnessed the horrors of the First
World War, lost his mother at a young age, and found little
comfort in the religion of his childhood. He later described his
early atheism as a form of intellectual rebellion, a belief that the
universe was a cold, empty, and meaningless machine.

However, Lewis was too honest to ignore the cracks in his own
worldview. He was a professor of literature at Oxford and
Cambridge, a man who spent his life studying the deepest
expressions of human thought, myth, and morality. He began to
notice something peculiar: the moral codes that appeared in
nearly every human culture seemed to point toward a universal
standard of right and wrong. This "Law of Human Nature," as he
called it, did not fit neatly into a materialistic universe. At the
same time, his friendships with other Oxford scholars, particularly
J.R.R. Tolkien, challenged him to reconsider the possibility that
the myths he loved might be "the echo of a tune we have not
heard."

Lewis’s conversion was not a sudden leap into blind faith. It was a
slow, painful, and intellectually honest surrender to what he saw
as the overwhelming evidence. He wrote in his autobiography,
Surprised by Joy, that he was "the most dejected and reluctant
convert in all England." He did not want to believe; he felt
compelled to. This reluctant conversion gives his later apologetics
a unique power. He was not writing from the comfort of a lifelong
believer, but from the intellectual trenches of a former skeptic.

CORE ARGUMENTS IN THE CASE FOR CHRISTIANITY

Lewis’s defense of Christianity is not a single argument but a
convergence of several lines of reasoning. These arguments are
most famously laid out in his BBC radio talks, later compiled into
the book Mere Christianity.

The Moral Argument: The
Law of Human Nature

Perhaps the most accessible starting point in The Case For
Christianity Cs Lewis is his moral argument. Lewis observed
that throughout history, across all cultures, humans have
appealed to a standard of behavior that they expect others to
follow. When someone cuts in line, we do not merely say, "l don't
like that." We say, "That is unfair." This appeal to "fairness"
implies a real standard of justice that exists outside of our
personal preferences.

Lewis argued that this universal "Law of Human Nature" is
distinct from the laws of nature we observe in physics or biology.
You cannot break the law of gravity; you can only disobey the
moral law. The very fact that we feel guilt, shame, and obligation
suggests that we are living in a moral universe. If the universe
were simply a product of blind, purposeless forces, where would
this sense of "ought" come from? Lewis concluded that the
existence of a universal moral law demands a universal Moral
Lawgiver.

e Universality: Moral standards are found in all civilizations,
from ancient Egypt to modern America.

e Obligation: We feel a sense of duty to follow this law,
even when we fail.

* Transcendence: The law seems to come from outside of
us, judging our actions.

This argument does not, by itself, prove Christianity. However, it
sets the stage by showing that a theistic worldview is more
coherent than atheism. It opens the door for further investigation
into who this Moral Lawgiver might be.

The Trilemma: Lord, Liar, or
Lunatic

No discussion of The Case For Christianity Cs Lewis would be
complete without his most famous logical argument: the
"Trilemma." Lewis was frustrated by the common modern idea
that Jesus was merely a great moral teacher. He found this
position logically untenable.

He pointed out that Jesus made extraordinary claims about
Himself. He claimed to forgive sins (something only God can do),
to be the source of eternal life, and to be one with the Father. A
man who makes such claims cannot be dismissed as a simple
teacher. Lewis presented a logical fork: either Jesus was who He
said He was (Lord), or He was a deliberate deceiver (Liar), or He
was a delusional madman (Lunatic).

There are no other options. Lewis famously wrote:
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"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus
said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a
lunatic — on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg
— or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your
choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a
madman or something worse."

This argument forces the reader to stop sitting on the fence. It
demands a decision. For Lewis, the historical evidence and the
moral character of Jesus ruled out the options of liar and lunatic,
leaving only "Lord."

The Argument from Desire:
Longing for a Lost Home

A third pillar of The Case For Christianity Cs Lewis is the
argument from desire. Lewis observed that humans experience a
deep, persistent longing that no earthly pleasure can fully satisfy.
We feel it when we look at a beautiful sunset, listen to a piece of
music, or recall a memory of childhood wonder. It is a sense of
longing for something we cannot quite name.

Lewis called this feeling "Joy" or "Sehnsucht." He argued that this
desire is not a random evolutionary byproduct but a clue to our
true purpose. As he wrote:

"If | find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can
satisfy, the most probable explanation is that | was made for
another world."

If we were animals, our desires would be limited to food, water,
and reproduction. But we desire transcendence, beauty, and
eternal meaning. Lewis suggested that this universal human
longing points toward the existence of a reality beyond the
material world. Christianity offers a satisfying answer to this
longing: the human soul is restless until it finds its rest in God.

THE ROLE OF MYTH AND REASON

One of the most distinctive aspects of The Case For
Christianity Cs Lewis is how he blended reason with
imagination. Many apologists focus solely on logic, but Lewis
understood that humans are not just thinking machines; we are
also creatures of story and symbol. He saw the pagan myths of
dying and rising gods not as mere falsehoods, but as "good
dreams" that prepared the human heart for the real event in
history: the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

For Lewis, the Incarnation was the "true myth." It is a story that
has all the beauty and wonder of a myth, but it actually
happened in space and time. This perspective allowed him to
appeal to both the intellectual and the imaginative sides of his
readers. He did not ask people to stop loving myths; he asked
them to see that the ultimate myth had become fact in Jesus.

This approach is particularly effective for modern readers who
may be skeptical of cold, clinical arguments but are deeply
moved by narrative. Lewis showed that faith is not a leap into the
irrational, but a step into the deepest reality.

THE PROBLEM OF PAIN: A REALISTIC FAITH

A complete Case For Christianity must address the elephant in
the room: suffering. How can a good God allow pain? Lewis did
not shy away from this question. He wrote an entire book on the
subject, The Problem of Pain, and later grappled with it personally
after the death of his wife, Joy, in A Grief Observed.

Lewis did not offer a tidy, dismissive answer. Instead, he argued
that the existence of pain is actually consistent with a moral

universe. If the world is governed by a just God, then pain can be
seen as a "megaphone" to rouse a deaf world. He also argued
that free will, which is necessary for genuine love, necessarily
includes the possibility of evil. A world without the risk of pain
would be a world without the possibility of real choice.

This honest engagement with suffering gives Lewis’s apologetics
a profound credibility. He never promised that following Christ
would be easy. He simply argued that the Christian explanation
for pain is more coherent than the atheist alternative, which
offers no ultimate meaning for suffering at all.

WHY THE CASE FOR CHRISTIANITY IS STILL RELEVANT
TODAY

In a secular age, some might assume that The Case For
Christianity Cs Lewis has become outdated. The opposite is
true. The questions Lewis asked are the same questions people
wrestle with today: Is there a moral standard? Is Jesus who He
claimed to be? Why do | feel this longing for something more?

Modern audiences, overwhelmed by relativism, often crave
absolute truth. Lewis provides it without being dogmatic. He
appeals to common sense, universal experience, and logical
consistency. His work has been endorsed by thinkers as diverse
as Pope John Paul Il, Protestant evangelicals, and even some
atheist philosophers who respect his intellectual honesty.

Furthermore, the rise of "New Atheism" in the early 2000s has, if
anything, revived interest in Lewis. Many people found the
aggressive tone of writers like Richard Dawkins unsatisfying and
turned to Lewis for a more charitable, thoughtful defense of faith.
His ability to engage in debate without rancor is a model for
modern discourse.

LIVING THE CASE: BEYOND INTELLECTUAL ASSENT

It is important to note that for Lewis, the Case For Christianity
was never meant to be an end in itself. The goal was not simply
to win an argument, but to lead people into a relationship with
the living God. Lewis was deeply aware that intellectual belief is
only the first step. Christianity demands a transformation of the
whole person.

In his book Mere Christianity, Lewis spends as much time
discussing Christian behavior (morality, forgiveness, charity) and
Christian doctrine (the Trinity, the Incarnation, the Church) as he
does making the initial case. He understood that the Christian life
is not a set of propositions to be memorized, but a path to be
walked. The intellectual defense of the faith is simply the front
porch; the house itself is a life of worship, service, and joy in the
presence of God.

CONCLUSION: THE VERDICT DEMANDS A RESPONSE

The case that C.S. Lewis built for Christianity is remarkable for its
clarity, breadth, and enduring appeal. He started with the
common ground of human morality, moved to the historical
claims of Jesus, explored the deep longings of the human heart,
and honestly faced the reality of suffering. He did not demand
that his readers abandon their intellects. Instead, he challenged
them to follow the evidence where it leads.

The Case For Christianity Cs Lewis ultimately rests on a
simple premise: that the universe is not silent, that the moral law
points to a Lawgiver, that the claim of Christ demands a decision,
and that human longing is a signpost to our true home. Whether
you accept or reject this case, Lewis would insist that you must
not ignore it. The great questions of life demand an answer. In
the end, as
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