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INTRODUCTION:
THE TIMELESS
MISCHIEF OF THE
TWO LITTLE WHOS

When  we  th i nk  o f
children's  literature
that has stood the test
of  time,  few  names
carry  as  much  weight
as  Dr.  Seuss .  H is
whimsical  wor lds,
inventive  language,
and  unforgettable
c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e
shaped generations  of
readers.  Among  his
most beloved creations
are  the  mischievous
duo, Thing 1 and Thing
2, from the classic tale
The  Cat  in  the  Hat .

While their appearance
is brief, their impact is
lasting.  Fans  often
search  for  Dr  Seuss
Thing 1 And Thing 2
Quotes because these
two little whirlwinds of
chaos  carry  a  charm
that is both playful and
surprisingly  profound.
In  this  article,  we will
explore  their  most
famous  l ines ,  the
d e e p e r  m e a n i n g
behind  their  antics,
and  why  their  words
continue  to  delight
readers  of  all  ages.

THE ORIGIN OF
THING 1 AND
THING 2 IN DR.
SEUSS'S WORLD

Thing  1  and  Thing  2

https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/


2

2 Dr Seuss Thing 1 And Thing 2
Quotes

2026-07-08

burst onto the scene in
1 9 5 7  w i t h  t h e
publication of  The Cat
in the Hat. They arrive
in  the  story  as  the
Cat ' s  ass i s tan ts ,
bringing  with  them  a
wh i r lw ind  o f  f un ,
disorder,  and  colorful
kites.  Unlike  the  Cat,
who  speaks  in  long,
rhythmic  rhymes,
Thing  1  and  Thing  2
communicate in  short,
repetitive bursts. Their
speech  is  simple  yet
memorable,  which  is
p rec i se l y  why  Dr
Seuss  Thing  1  And
Thing 2 Quotes have
become such a cultural
t o u c h s t o n e .  T h e
characters  themselves
are identical, with blue
hair and red jumpsuits,
a n d  t h e i r  t a g  i s
stitched  right  onto
their  clothes—a  literal
label that has become
iconic.
In  the  book,  they  are
introduced  with  the

line,  "And  this  one  is
Thing 1, and the other
i s  T h i n g  2 . "  T h i s
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
introduction is a classic
example  of  Seuss's
abi l i ty  to  create  a
complete  character
with just a few words.
The  simplicity  works
because  i t  a l lows
children  to  instantly
recognize  them  as  a
pair.  Throughout  the
story,  their  dialogue
consists  most ly  of
squeaks  and  short
phrases,  but  those
p h r a s e s  c a r r y
enormous  energy.
Collecting  Dr  Seuss
Thing 1 And Thing 2
Quotes  often  starts
with their most famous
exclamation:  "Shoo!
Shoo! Shoo!" This line,
repeated when they fly
their kites indoors and
cause chaos,  perfectly
captures  their  playful,
uncontrolled nature.
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ICONIC DR SEUSS
THING 1 AND
THING 2 QUOTES
FROM THE
ORIGINAL BOOK

Let 's  examine  the
specific lines spoken by
or  about  these  two
charac te rs  in  the
original  text.  While
Thing 1 and Thing 2 do
n o t  h a v e  l o n g
monologues,  their  few
lines  are  instantly
recognizable.

"And this
one is
Thing 1,
and the
other is

Thing 2."
This  line  is  the  very
e s s e n c e  o f  t h e
characters.  It  is  how
the Cat introduces his
helpers  to  Sally  and
her brother. The line is
direct,  rhythmic,  and
perfectly suited to the
Seuss style. It does not
d e s c r i b e  t h e i r
personalities  or  their
actions; it simply labels
t h e m .  T h i s  h a s  a
profound  effect  on
readers :  i t  a l lows
children  to  imagine
these  beings  as  pure
archetypes  of  chaos
and  companionship.
When  you  search  for
Dr  Seuss  Thing  1
And Thing 2 Quotes,
this  is  often  the  first
result. It is the line that
has been printed on t-
shirts,  posters,  and
b i r t h d a y  p a r t y
d e c o r a t i o n s  f o r
decades.
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"Shoo!
Shoo!
Shoo!"
T h e  m o s t  f a m o u s
quote  from  the  duo
themselves  is  their
repeated cry of "Shoo!
Shoo!  Shoo!"  Th is
occurs  when  they  are
flying  their  kites  inside
the house, much to the
dismay of the fish. The
word "shoo" is typically
used  to  chase  away
animals  or  pests,  but
here, it is used by the
Things  themselves  as
they  fly  around.  It  is  a
delightful  inversion  of
language. They are not
shooing  anyone;  they
are  simply  expressing
their  own  chaotic  joy.
This line has become a
rallying cry for parents
and children who love
to  let  loose  a  little.
Many lists of Dr Seuss

Thing 1 And Thing 2
Quotes include this as
the  s tandout  l i ne
because it is so playful
and  easy  for  young
children to say.

"We will
not let
them get
away! We
will not
let them
get
away!"
This line is  spoken by
Sally  and  her  brother
as they try to catch the
Things  after  the  Cat
has left. It captures the
u r g e n c y  o f  t h e
moment. While it is not
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spoken  by  the  Things
themse l ves ,  i t  i s
c e n t r a l  t o  t h e i r
storyline.  The  chase
scene  that  follows  is
fu l l  o f  ac t i on  and
silliness. The repetition
of "We will not let them
get away" mirrors  the
Things'  own  repetitive
speech  patterns.  This
is  a  great  example of
h o w  S e u s s  u s e s
repetit ion  to  bui ld
tension and humor. For
anyone  compiling  Dr
Seuss  Thing  1  And
Thing 2 Quotes,  this
l i n e  i s  e s s e n t i a l
because it  shows how
the  Things  affect  the
other  characters.

DR SEUSS THING 1
AND THING 2
QUOTES FROM
OTHER MEDIA

The popularity of Thing
1 and Thing 2 extends
far beyond the original
b o o k .  T h e y  h a v e
appeared  in  animated

s p e c i a l s ,  s t a g e
productions,  and even
in the 2003 live-action
film  starring  Mike
M y e r s .  I n  t h e s e
adap ta t i ons ,  t he
cha rac te r s  o f t en
receive more dialogue
and backstory.

The
Animated
Special:
More
Lines,
More
Chaos
In  the  1971  animated
television  special,
Thing  1  and  Thing  2
are given slightly more
to say. They still speak
in  short  bursts,  but
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their  personalit ies
become more distinct.
One  memorable  line
from  the  special  is
when  they  say,  "We
like  to  fly!  We  like  to
fly!"  This  simple
statement  reinforces
their love of chaos and
movement.  They  are
not deep thinkers; they
are  doers.  Their  joy
comes  from  action.
This  is  a  key  reason
why Dr Seuss Thing
1  A n d  T h i n g  2
Quotes  resonate  so
w e l l  w i t h  y o u n g
audiences—they  are
pure,  unfiltered
enthusiasm.

The 2003
Live-
Action

Film
In  the 2003 film,  Thing
1  and  Th ing  2  a re
portrayed  through  a
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
animatronics  and  CGI.
Their  voices  are  high-
pitched  and  squeaky.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
quoted  lines  from the
film  is  when  they  say,
"We  are  Thing  1  and
Thing  2!"  delivered
with a cheerful, almost
robotic  tone.  The  film
also  has  the  Things
say,  "Let's  have  fun!"
in  a  sing-song  voice.
T h e s e  l i n e s  h a v e
b e c o m e  p o p u l a r
among fans who grew
up  with  the  movie.  If
you  search  fo r  Dr
Seuss  Thing  1  And
T h i n g  2  Q u o t e s
online,  you  will  find
many references to the
film's  version  of  the
characters.  The  film
gave  them  a  broader
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personality,  making
them  more  than  just
chaotic  forces;  they
b e c a m e  p l a y f u l
tricksters.

WHY DR SEUSS
THING 1 AND
THING 2 QUOTES
RESONATE
ACROSS
GENERATIONS

I t  m i g h t  s e e m
surprising  that  two
characters with so few
lines  have  become
such  enduring  icons.
However, the power of
Dr  Seuss  Thing  1
And Thing 2 Quotes
l i e s  n o t  i n  t h e i r
complexity but in their
simplicity.  The  Things
represent  a  part  of
childhood that is often
suppressed: the desire
to make a mess, to be
loud,  and to have fun
without  consequences.
When they say "Shoo!
Shoo! Shoo!" they are

not speaking words of
w i sdom;  they  a re
speaking the language
of pure, unbridled play.
Fo r  adu l t s ,  these
quotes  evoke a  sense
of  nostalgia.  Hearing
"And this one is Thing
1,  and  the  other  is
Thing  2"  immediately
transports parents and
grandparents  back  to
their  own  childhood
reading  sessions.  The
l ines  are  a  shared
cultural  shorthand.
T h e y  a p p e a r  o n
b i r t h d a y  c a k e s ,
Halloween  costumes,
and  in  memes.  The
keyword  phrase  Dr
Seuss  Thing  1  And
Thing  2  Quotes  is
searched  by  people
p lann ing  themed
parties, writing articles,
or  simply  trying  to
remember  the  exact
wording to  share  with
their  children.  The
quotes  are  a  bridge
between generations.
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Fur thermore ,  the
quotes  are  versatile.
They  can  be  used  to
describe  sibling  pairs,
as a name for a double
a c t ,  o r  e v e n  a s  a
metaphor  fo r  two
people who always get
into  trouble  together.
"You two are like Thing
1  and  Thing  2!"  is  a
common  expression.
This linguistic flexibility
ensures that Dr Seuss
Thing 1 And Thing 2
Quotes  will  remain
relevant  for  years  to
come.

THE CULTURAL
IMPACT OF THEIR
CATCHPHRASES

Thing  1  and  Thing  2
have  transcended  the
pages  of  the  book  to
b e c o m e  a  p a r t  o f
popular  culture.  Their
d i s t i n c t i v e
a p p e a r a n c e — r e d
jumpsuits,  blue  hair,
a n d  t h e  n u m b e r
tags—is  instant ly

recognizable.  But  it  is
their  words  that  have
truly  cemented  their
place  in  history.

In Parties
and
Celebrati
ons
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common  uses  of  Dr
Seuss  Thing  1  And
Thing 2 Quotes  is in
party themes. For a Dr.
Seuss-themed birthday
party, it is common to
see  banners  that  say
"And this one is Thing
1,  and  the  other  is
Thing 2." This is often
used for twin birthdays
or  for  siblings  with
close  birthdays.  The
quote serves as a fun,
lighthearted  way  to
introduce  the  honored
children.  It  creates  a
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sense  of  celebration
and  mischief.

In
Education
and
Literacy
Teachers  frequently
use  the  characters  to
teach  about  rhyme,
r e p e t i t i o n ,  a n d
character  traits.  The
simplicity of Dr Seuss
Thing 1 And Thing 2
Quotes  makes  them
p e r f e c t  f o r  e a r l y
readers. The repetition
of  "Thing"  and  the
short  phrasing  help
c h i l d r e n  b u i l d
confidence  in  their
read ing  sk i l l s .  I n
classroom  settings,
ch i ldren  might  be
asked  to  act  out  the
s c e n e  w h e r e  t h e
Things  fly  their  kites

and  say  "Shoo!  Shoo!
Shoo!" This kinesthetic
l e a r n i n g  h e l p s
reinforce  l iteracy.

In Social
Media
and
Memes
On  p la t fo rms  l i ke
Instagram,  Pinterest,
and Twitter, Dr Seuss
Thing 1 And Thing 2
Quotes are frequently
shared  as  memes.  A
classic  example  is  a
pair of pets or toddlers
labeled  "Thing  1"  and
"Thing  2"  with  the
caption "And this one is
Thing 1, and the other
is Thing 2." The quote
has become a template
for labeling any pair of
mischievous  beings.  It
is  a  gentle,  humorous
way  to  acknowledge
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chaos.

LESSONS WE CAN
LEARN FROM
THING 1 AND
THING 2

Whi le  Th ing  1  and
Thing 2 are not moral
t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e
traditional sense, their
quotes  and  actions
offer some valuable life
lessons—all wrapped in
a layer of fun.

Embrace
Controlle
d Chaos
The  Things  teach  us
that a little chaos can
be  heal thy.  In  the
story,  their  mess  is
eventually cleaned up,
and the mother returns
to  find  an  orderly
house.  The  lesson  is
that  organized  fun  is
valuable.  Their  quote

"We  like  to  fly!"  is  a
reminder  to  find  joy  in
movement  and  play.
F o r  a d u l t s ,
incorporating  a  little
"Thing  1  and  Thing  2
energy" into a routine
c a n  b r e a k  t h e
monotony.

The
Power of
Solidarity
Thing  1  and  Thing  2
are  always  together.
They  work  as  a  pair,
they cause trouble as a
pair ,  and  they  are
caught as a pair. Their
quotes,  though  few,
are  always  united.
They  never  speak
indiv idual ly ;  they
a l w a y s  a c t  a s  a
collective.  This  is  a
powerful  metaphor  for
t e a m w o r k  a n d
friendship.  In  a  world
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that  often  emphasizes
ind iv idua l i ty ,  the
Things remind us that
there  is  strength  in
partnership.

Be
Unapolog
etically
Yourself
Thing  1  and  Thing  2
never  hide  who  they
are.  They are labeled,
literally, for all to see.
They do not try to be
anything  other  than
messy ,  l oud ,  and
p l a y f u l .  T h i s
a u t h e n t i c i t y  i s
re f resh ing .  The i r
quotes  reflect  this:
they  do  not  explain,
a p o l o g i z e ,  o r
ra t iona l i ze .  They
simply  exist  and  act.
For children and adults
alike, this is a lesson in

self-acceptance.

HOW TO FIND THE
BEST DR SEUSS
THING 1 AND
THING 2 QUOTES
ONLINE

If  you  are  looking  to
collect  the  best  Dr
Seuss  Thing  1  And
Thing 2 Quotes for a
project,  a  party,  or
simply  for  your  own
enjoyment,  there  are
s e v e r a l  r e l i a b l e
resources. The original
book,  The  Cat  in  the
Hat,  remains  the  best
source.  Every  word
spoken by the Things is
found  there.  Libraries
and  online  bookstores
have  the  complete
text.  Additionally,  fan
sites  and  educational
r e s o u r c e s  o f t e n
compile lists of quotes
from the original book
and  its  adaptations.
When  searching,  use
the  exact  keyword
ph rase  Dr  Seuss
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Thing 1 And Thing 2
Quotes to find curated

l ists  that  save  you
time.


