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AUDIO

There are some stories
that  demand  to  be
heard.  Walter  Dean
Myers'  groundbreaking
novel,  Monster,  is  one
of  them.  S ince  i ts
publication  in  1999,
this  powerful  work  of
young adult  fiction  has
captivated  readers
with its unique format,
raw  emot ion ,  and
unflinching  exploration
of the American justice
system. But for many,
the experience reaches

a  n e w  d i m e n s i o n
through  the  Monster
Walter  Dean  Myers
a u d i o  v e r s i o n .
Listening  to  the  story
of  Steve  Harmon,  a
s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d
filmmaker  on  trial  for
f e l o n y  m u r d e r ,
transforms the reading
e x p e r i e n c e  i n t o
something  deeply
immersive,  almost
cinematic.  This  article
exp lo res  why  the
audiobook  version  of
this  modern  classic  is
so  compelling,  what
makes  it  unique,  and
why it deserves a place
o n  y o u r  p l a y l i s t
whether  you  are  a
l o n g t i m e  f a n  o r
discovering  the  story
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for  the  first  time.

THE STORY
BEHIND MONSTER

Before  diving  into  the
audio experience, it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  the  novel
itself. Monster tells the
story of Steve Harmon,
a Harlem teenager who
finds  himself  in  the
terrifying  position  of
being  charged  as  an
accomplice to murder.
Throughout  the  novel,
Steve  processes  his
trauma and his trial by
writing a movie script,
transforming  his  life
into  a  film.  The
narrative  alternates
between  traditional
prose  journal  entries
and  a  sc reenp lay
format,  complete  with
camera  angles,  scene
h e a d i n g s ,  a n d
dialogue.  This  hybrid
structure is one of the
m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d
features  of  the  book,

as it invites readers to
see the world through
Steve's  artist  eyes
while  also  confronting
the  gr im  real i ty  of
incarceration.  The
Monster  Wal ter
Dean  Myers  audio
format  br ings  this
cinematic vision to life
in  a  way  that  printed
text alone cannot fully
achieve.

The
Central
Question:
Who Is
the
Monster?
The title itself poses a
haunting  question.
Throughout  the  story,
Steve grapples with his
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own  ident i ty .  The
prosecution, the press,
and even some of his
peers  see  him  as  a
m o n s t e r ,  a  c o l d
participant  in  a  brutal
c r ime.  But  S teve ,
looking  in  the  mirror,
does not recognize that
image .  The  aud io
version  deepens  this
internal  conflict.  When
you hear Steve's voice
trembling with fear  or
s h a r p e n i n g  w i t h
defiance,  the  question
becomes  urgent.  Are
w e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  a
monster,  or  a  scared
b o y  c a u g h t  i n  a
n i g h t m a r e ?  T h e
Monster  Wal ter
Dean  Myers  audio
narration forces you to
sit with that ambiguity,
mak ing  the  mora l
dilemma  of  the  story
even more powerful.

WHY THE AUDIO
FORMAT WORKS

PERFECTLY FOR
MONSTER

T h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f
Monster  is  inherently
visual  and  auditory.
Steve  is  a  filmmaker,
so he thinks in terms of
shots,  sounds,  and
scenes. A printed book
can  only  hint  at  this
through formatting and
d e s c r i p t i o n .  A n
audiobook,  however,
can actually deliver the
e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e
Monster  Wal ter
Dean  Myers  audio
production  typically
features a  full  cast  of
narrators,  which  is
essential  for  a  story
built  on  dialogue  and
courtroom  drama.
Having  different  voices
for  Steve,  his  lawyer
Kathy  O'Brien,  the
prosecutor,  witnesses,
and  Steve's  father
t r a n s f o r m s  t h e
listening  experience
into  something  that
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feels  like a radio play
or a movie for the ears.
This  makes  the  story
more  access ib le ,
especially  for  younger
readers  or  those  who
st rugg le  w i th  the
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l
screenplay  format  on
the page.

Full-Cast
Narration
Brings
the Trial
to Life
The  courtroom scenes
a r e  t h e  h e a r t  o f
Monster. In the printed
book, the reader must
constant ly  switch
between  character
names  and  dialogue
tags .  In  the  aud io
version,  there  is  no
c o n f u s i o n .  E a c h

character  is  distinct,
with  their  own  vocal
identity. The tension of
t h e  c r o s s -
examinations, the cold
logic of the prosecutor,
a n d  t h e  w e a r y
a d v o c a c y  o f  t h e
defense  all  become
immediate  and  real.
The  Monster  Walter
Dean  Myers  audio
production  excels  in
t h e s e  m o m e n t s ,
making  you  feel  as  if
you  are  sitting  in  the
courtroom,  watching
the fate of a teenager
unfold in real time. This
immersion is difficult to
achieve  when  reading
silently,  but  the audio
v e r s i o n  m a k e s  i t
effortless.

The Inner
World of
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Steve
Harmon
Beyond the courtroom,
t h e  a u d i o  f o r m a t
excels  at  conveying
Steve's  inner  turmoil.
The journal entries are
o f ten  read  w i th  a
q u i e t e r ,  m o r e
introspective  tone,
giving  the  l istener
access  to  S teve 's
pr iva te  fears  and
hopes.  The  contrast
between  the  loud,
adversarial  world  of
the trial and the quiet,
reflective  moments  in
Steve's  cell  or  during
his  v is i ts  f rom  his
father  is  stark  and
moving.  The  Monster
Walter  Dean  Myers
audio  version  allows
the listener to feel the
emotional  whiplash
that  Steve  himself
experiences,  making
the  s to ry  not  jus t

intellectually  engaging
b u t  e m o t i o n a l l y
devastating.

KEY THEMES
EXPLORED IN THE
AUDIO VERSION

Monster  is  not  just  a
courtroom drama. It is
a book about identity,
race,  justice,  family,
and the stories we tell
ourselves.  The  audio
version amplifies  these
themes.

Race and
the
Justice
System
Myers  does  not  shy
away  from the  reality
that  Steve,  a  young
Black  man,  is  judged
not just for his alleged
act ions  but  for  his
appearance  and  his



6

6 Monster Walter Dean Myers
Audio

2022-08-15

envi ronment .  The
audio  format  makes
this visceral. When the
prosecutor  describes
Steve as a "monster,"
hear ing  that  word
spoken aloud carries a
weight  that  reading  it
silently might not. The
Monster  Wal ter
Dean  Myers  audio
version  forces  the
listener to confront the
dehumanization  that
t a k e s  p l a c e  i n
courtrooms every day.
The voices of authority
sound  different  when
you hear them, and the
b ias  in  the i r  tone
b e c o m e s
unmistakable.

Identity
and Self-
Perceptio

n
Steve's  struggle  to
reconcile  how  others
see  him  with  how  he
sees  himself  is  the
emotional  core  of  the
story. The audio format
allows  for  a  layered
exploration  of  this
theme. You hear Steve
assert  his  innocence,
but  you  a l so  hear
moments of doubt. You
hear his mother's pain
a n d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s
disappointment.  The
Monster  Wal ter
Dean  Myers  audio
exper ience  tu rns
i d e n t i t y  i n t o  a
dialogue,  a  constant
negotiation  between
internal  t ruth  and
external  perception.
Th is  i s  a  power fu l
lesson  for  listeners  of
all  ages,  particularly
young adults  who are
themselves  navigating
questions  of  identity
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and  belonging.

The
Power of
Storytelli
ng
Steve  copes  with  his
trauma by  turning  his
life  into  a  story.  He
becomes  the  director
of  his  own  narrative,
even  when  the  legal
system  is  trying  to
w r i t e  h i m  i n t o  a
different  story.  The
a u d i o  v e r s i o n
emphasizes this meta-
narrative.  Listening  to
a  s t o r y  a b o u t  a
c h a r a c t e r  w h o  i s
writ ing  a  story  is  a
deep ly  recu r s i ve
e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e
Monster  Wal ter
Dean  Myers  audio
f o r m a t ,  w i t h  i t s
cinematic  production,

mirrors  Steve's  own
attempt to control how
his  story  is  told.  I t
invites  the  listener  to
consider  who  gets  to
tell  stories  and  who
gets to be the hero of
their own life.

THE EDUCATIONAL
VALUE OF THE
AUDIO VERSION

Monster  i s  w ide ly
t a u g h t  i n  m i d d l e
s c h o o l s  a n d  h i g h
schools  across  the
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
T e a c h e r s  o f t e n
struggle  to  engage
students with complex
texts,  especially  those
with  unconventional
formats. The Monster
Walter  Dean  Myers
audio  vers ion  is  a
game-changer  for
classroom instruction.

Accessibility:
Students with
reading
difficulties or
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learning
disabilities can
access the full
richness of the
text without
being held back
by decoding
issues.
Engagement:
The full-cast
production feels
like
entertainment,
not homework.
Students are
often more
willing to listen
to a chapter than
to read it.
Comprehension
: Hearing the
dialogue and
narration helps
students
understand
character
motivation, tone,
and subtext
more easily than
reading alone.
Discussion: The
audio version

provides a
shared
experience for
the class.
Everyone hears
the same
inflections, the
same pauses,
the same
emotional beats,
which can lead to
richer
discussions.

Teachers who use the
Monster  Wal ter
Dean Myers audio in
their  classrooms often
report  that  students
who  were  previously
disengaged  become
active  participants  in
discussions  about
justice,  identity,  and
storytelling.

COMPARING THE
AUDIOBOOK TO
THE PRINT BOOK

Both  formats  have
their  strengths.  The
pr in t  book  a l l ows
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readers  to  pause,
reread  passages,  and
v i s u a l i z e  t h e
screenplay  format  on
t h e i r  o w n  t e r m s .
However, the Monster
Walter  Dean  Myers
audio  offers  distinct
advantages.

Pacing
and
Rhythm
The  audio  vers ion
controls the pacing. In
a  courtroom  drama,
timing is everything. A
pause before a verdict,
the  quick  back-and-
f o r t h  o f  a  c r o s s -
examination,  the  slow
b u r n  o f  a  c l o s i n g
argument, all  of these
are  del ivered  with
professional  precision
i n  t h e  a u d i o
production.  A  reader
might  rush  through

these  moments,  but
the  Monster  Walter
Dean  Myers  audio
ensu res  t ha t  you
experience the tension
e x a c t l y  a s  i t  w a s
designed.

Emotional
Impact
There  is  something
about  hearing  a  story
that  bypasses  the
intel lect  and  goes
s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e
e m o t i o n s .  W h e n
Steve's  voice  cracks,
when his mother cries,
w h e n  h i s  l a w y e r
speaks  wi th  qu iet
determination,  the
listener  feels  it  in  a
way  that  is  different
from  reading.  The
Monster  Wal ter
Dean  Myers  audio
version  is  not  just  a
convenience,  it  is  a
different  artistic
experience,  one  that
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leverages the power of
s o u n d  t o  c r e a t e
empathy.

WHERE TO FIND
THE MONSTER
WALTER DEAN
MYERS AUDIO

The  aud iobook  i s
w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e
t h r o u g h  m a j o r
p l a t f o r m s .  I t  i s
important  to  ensure
you are getting the full-
cast  production,  as
that is the version that
best captures the spirit
of  the  book.  Libraries
also offer digital copies
through  services  like
L i b b y  o r  H o o p l a ,
making  the  Monster
Walter  Dean  Myers
audio  accessible  to
anyone  with  a  library
card.  For  educators,
many  school  districts
have  purchased  site
l i c e n s e s  f o r
audiobooks,  so  it  is
worth  checking  with
your school librarian or

media specialist.

Is the
Audio
Version
Suitable
for All
Ages?
Monster  deals  with
m a t u r e  t h e m e s ,
including  violence,
racism, and the trauma
of  incarceration.  The
Monster  Wal ter
Dean  Myers  audio
version  does  not  shy
away  from  the  harsh
language  and  realities
of the story. It is most
appropriate for ages 14
and up, though mature
younger  readers  may
also  benefit  from  the
story  with  guidance.
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Parents and educators
shou ld  l i s ten  to  a
portion  of  the  audio
first to determine if it is
appropriate  for  their
specific  audience.

WHY MONSTER
REMAINS
RELEVANT TODAY

First  published  over
two  decades  ago ,
Monster has not lost its
power. If anything, the
conversations  about
mass  incarceration,
racial bias in the justice
s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h e
criminalization of Black
y o u t h  h a v e  o n l y
become  more  urgent.
The  Monster  Walter
Dean  Myers  audio
version keeps this vital
story  alive  for  a  new
generat ion.  I t  is  a
testament  to  Walter
Dean  Myers'  genius
that the story feels as
fresh  and  necessary
today as it  did at  the
turn of the millennium.

The  audiobook  format
ensures that the story
reaches  listeners  who
might never pick up a
physical book, but who
desperately  need  to
hear  Steve's  story.

CONCLUSION

Monster  by  Walter
D e a n  M y e r s  i s  a
landmark  work  o f
young adult  literature,
and  the  Monster
Walter  Dean  Myers
audio  version  is  the
definitive  way  to
experience it for many
listeners.  The  full-cast
n a r r a t i o n ,  t h e
immersive  courtroom
s c e n e s ,  a n d  t h e
intimate  portrayal  of
Steve  Harmon's  inner
wor ld  comb ine  to
create  an  experience
t h a t  i s  b o t h
en te r ta in ing  and
profoundly  moving.
Whether  you  are  a
student  encountering
the  story  for  the  first
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time, a teacher looking
f o r  a  p o w e r f u l
classroom  tool,  or  an
a d u l t  r e a d e r
rediscovering a classic,
the  audio  version  of
Monster  offers  a
listening  experience
that you will  not soon
forget. It forces you to
sit with hard questions
about  justice,  identity,

and  humanity,  and  it
does  so  with  artistry
and  compassion.  In  a
world that is too quick
to  label  people  as
m o n s t e r s ,  S t e v e
H a r m o n ' s  s t o r y ,
especially  when heard
aloud,  reminds  us  of
the power of listening,
truly  listening,  to  the
voices we are too often
taught to ignore.


