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THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO THROWING AN
UNFORGETTABLE GO DOG GO DOG PARTY

Few children’s books have the lasting charm and rhythmic energy
of  P.D.  Eastman’s  classic,  Go,  Dog.  Go!  With  its  simple
vocabulary,  vibrant  illustrations,  and  whimsical  world  of  dogs
driving cars, wearing hats, and attending a wild tree-top party, it
has captured the hearts of generations. If you are looking for a
birthday party theme that is playful, easy to execute, and full of
interactive fun for little ones,  a Go Dog Go Dog Party  is  a
perfect choice. This guide will walk you through everything you
need—from decorations and games to food and favors—so you
can create a celebration that feels as joyful as the book itself.

WHY CHOOSE A GO DOG GO DOG PARTY THEME?

The appeal of a Go Dog Go Dog Party lies in its simplicity. The
book’s core elements—colorful dogs, cars, hats, trees, and a big
party  in  a  tree—offer  endless  inspiration  without  requiring
complicated props or expensive decor. It’s a theme that works
beautifully for toddlers, preschoolers, and even early elementary-
age children. The repetitive, energetic text invites participation,

and the bright primary colors (red, blue, yellow, green) make
decorating  a  breeze.  Additionally,  the  theme  naturally
encourages movement and play, which is exactly what young
children need.

Key Elements from the
Book to Incorporate
To truly capture the spirit of Go, Dog. Go!, focus on these iconic
elements:

Dogs of all sizes and colors – The main characters. You
can use stuffed dogs, dog cutouts, or even have guests
dress up as dogs.
Cars and vehicles – Dogs drive cars throughout the story.
Small toy cars, cardboard box cars, or car-themed decor fit
perfectly.
Party hats – The book famously ends with dogs wearing
hats at a tree party. Hats are a must-have accessory.
A tree – The final party scene takes place in a tree. A
simple tree backdrop or branches can set the stage.
Primary colors – Red, blue, yellow, and green dominate
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the illustrations. Use these colors for balloons, tableware,
and banners.

GO DOG GO DOG PARTY DECORATIONS

Decorating for a Go Dog Go Dog Party is all about bold, simple
visuals. Start with a color palette of red, blue, yellow, and green.
Balloons in these colors can be clustered around the party area.
Create a festive banner that reads "Go Dog Go!" in large, playful
letters. Hang paper lanterns or tissue pom-poms in the four colors
to mimic the book's bright illustrations.

Tree Centerpiece
Since  the  final  party  in  the  book  takes  place  in  a  tree,  consider
making a centerpiece or backdrop that resembles a tree. You can
use a large cardboard cutout of a tree trunk and branches, or
simply drape green fabric over a stand and attach paper leaves.
Place stuffed dogs on the branches, wearing tiny party hats. This
becomes a perfect photo opportunity and a focal point for the
room.

Dog and Car Cutouts
Print  or  draw  simple  dog  shapes  in  different  colors  (using  the
book’s art style) and attach them to walls or hang them from the
ceiling. Add small car cutouts driving around the room. You can
also  place  a  "road"  made  of  black  tape  on  the  floor,  with  white
dashes, and let toy cars roam freely—a great activity for children

waiting for the party to start.

Table Settings
Use solid-color  plates,  cups,  and napkins  in  the  four  primary
colors. Mix and match them—for example, a red plate with a blue
cup.  Place  a  small  toy  car  or  a  dog  figurine  at  each  seat  as  a
place marker. For the center of the table, use a low vase with
colorful blooms or a bowl of dog bone-shaped pretzels.

ACTIVITIES AND GAMES FOR YOUR GO DOG GO DOG
PARTY

The book is all about motion—dogs going in cars, going up and
down, and eventually going to the party. Your activities should
keep kids moving and laughing. Below are some tried-and-true
games that tie directly to the story.

Go Dog Go! Relay Race
Set up a simple obstacle course. Children can "drive" a toy car (or
ride a push car) from one end to the other. Call out "Go, Dog,
Go!" to start each round. To incorporate the book's repetition,
have a parent or leader shout "Go!" and the children must stop;
then shout "Go!" again to resume. This mimics the text’s stop-
and-go rhythm.
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Party Hat Decorating
Station
Provide plain party hats, markers, stickers, and pom-poms. Let
each child decorate their own hat in bright colors. This not only
ties to the book's ending but also gives each guest a fun souvenir
to wear. You can even have a "dog ear" headband option for
those who prefer a different look.

Pin the Hat on the Dog
A twist on the classic "Pin the Tail on the Donkey." Draw or print a
large dog (similar to the book’s style) and attach it to the wall.
Create party hat cutouts with double-sided tape. Blindfold each
child, spin them gently, and let them try to place the hat on the
dog’s  head.  Use the phrase "Do you like  my hat?"  as  a  fun
prompt.

Storytime and Puppet Show
Read Go, Dog. Go! aloud to the group, using enthusiastic voices
and encouraging kids to join in on the repeated phrases like "Go,
dog, go!" and "Stop that dog!" After reading, you can use simple
dog puppets (sock puppets or paper bag puppets) to reenact the
story. Let the children take turns being the dogs.

FOOD IDEAS FOR A GO DOG GO DOG PARTY

Food can be fun and thematic without being complicated. The
clear star is the hot dog, but you can get creative with other
treats inspired by the book.

Hot Dog Bar
Serve  hot  dogs  (or  veggie  dogs)  with  a  variety  of  toppings:
ketchup,  mustard,  relish,  cheese,  and  even  chili.  Name  the
station "The Go Dog Grill."  Use colorful napkins and plates to
keep the theme going. For smaller children, you can cut hot dogs
into bite-sized pieces.

Dog Bone Snacks
Pretzel sticks shaped like dog bones are widely available. Serve
them in a bowl with a sign that says "Dog Bones." You can also
make  sugar  cookies  shaped  like  bones  and  decorated  with
colored icing (red, blue, yellow, green).

"Go" Cupcakes
Bake cupcakes and frost them with a simple buttercream. Top
each with a small toy car or a dog ring. Write "Go!" on edible
paper  or  with  icing.  Alternatively,  make  a  large  sheet  cake
decorated like a road with toy cars and dog figures.
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Colorful Drinks
Offer  drinks  in  the  four  theme  colors:  fruit  punch  (red),  blue
sports drink (blue), lemonade (yellow), and limeade (green). Add
silly labels like "Dog Punch" or "Go Juice." Use color-coordinated
cups.

INVITATIONS AND PARTY FAVORS

Set the tone with invitations that mimic the book’s art style. Use
bright primary colors and simple drawings of dogs in cars. Write
text like "You’re invited to a Go Dog Go Dog Party! Come wear
your favorite hat and get ready to play!" You can send digital
invites or handmade cards.

Favor Ideas
Send guests home with a small bag containing:

A mini copy of Go, Dog. Go! (available in board book form)
A small toy car
A party hat similar to the ones they decorated
A dog sticker sheet
A treat bag with a bone-shaped cookie

Attach a tag that says "Thanks for coming to the party! Go, Dog,
Go!"

TIPS FOR HOSTING THE PERFECT GO DOG GO DOG
PARTY

Hosting a party for young children can be chaotic, but a little
planning goes a long way. Here are practical tips to keep the day
smooth and enjoyable.

Keep the Schedule Flexible
Toddlers and preschoolers have short attention spans. Plan no
more than two to three structured activities, each lasting 10–15
minutes. Leave plenty of free time for playing with the cars and
dogs. The relay race and hat decorating usually work best as
stations that children can visit at their own pace.

Use Book Phrases
Throughout
While directing the party, use lines from the book: "Go, dog, go!"
to start a game, "Stop that dog!" to pause an activity, and "Do
you like my hat?" when complimenting children’s creations. This
immerses  everyone in  the theme and makes the book come
alive.
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Enlist Help
Have a few adults ready to help with food, games, and cleanup.
Assign one person to read the story, another to manage the relay
race, and someone else to handle the food line. This ensures you
can enjoy the party too.

ADAPTING THE PARTY FOR DIFFERENT AGES

The Go Dog Go Dog Party theme is highly versatile.
For toddlers (1–2 years), keep activities simple: allow them to
crawl through tunnels, push cars, and explore sensory bins filled
with colored rice and dog figures. Avoid small parts that could be
a choking hazard.
For  preschoolers (3–5 years),  add more  structure  with  the

games listed above. They will love the repetition and the chance
to shout "Go!" with you.
For early elementary (5–7 years), you can include a simple
scavenger hunt for hidden dog bones or cars around the yard, or
have them create a "car track" with chalk on the driveway.

CONCLUSION

A  Go  Dog  Go  Dog  Party  is  a  celebration  of  simple  joys:
movement, color, friendship, and the timeless magic of a well-
loved book. By focusing on the key elements from P.D. Eastman’s
story—dogs,  cars,  hats,  and a  tree party—you can create  an
event that feels both nostalgic and fresh. Whether your guests
are racing toy cars,  decorating hats,  or  eating hot  dogs,  the
energy of  the  story  will  fill  the  room.  So  gather  your  little  dogs,
put on your party hats, and get ready to shout: Go, Dog, Go!


