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THE STORY BEHIND "HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD" LYRICS

Few worship songs have resonated with congregations around the world as deeply as Chris Tomlin's
"How Great Is Our God." Since its release in 2004, the song has become a staple in churches,
conferences, and personal devotion times. But what is it about the How Great Is Our God lyrics
that makes them so powerful? The answer lies not only in the simplicity of the words but also in the
profound theological truths they express. Written by Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves, and Ed Cash, the
song invites worshippers to reflect on the majesty of God in a way that is both intimate and awe-
inspiring. In this article, we will explore the meaning, impact, and enduring popularity of the How
Great Is Our God lyrics, while also considering how they connect with believers across
generations.

The Origin of the Song

To understand the How Great Is Our God lyrics, it helps to know the context in which they were
written. Chris Tomlin, a leading figure in modern worship music, co-wrote the song during a period of
personal and creative renewal. The lyrics were inspired by a simple yet profound truth: that God’s
greatness is not something we earn or observe from afar but something we proclaim together. The
opening lines, "The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty / Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth
rejoice," immediately set a tone of universal praise. The song quickly spread beyond Tomlin's home
church in Texas and became a global anthem. Today, the How Great Is Our God lyrics are sung in
dozens of languages, proving that the message of God’s greatness transcends cultural and linguistic
barriers.

A Closer Look at the Verse Lyrics

Each verse of "How Great Is Our God" builds upon the last, painting a picture of a God who is both
transcendent and near. The first verse emphasizes God'’s majestic rule: "He wraps Himself in light,
and darkness tries to hide / And trembles at His voice, trembles at His voice." These lines draw from
biblical imagery, especially Psalm 104:2 and Nahum 1:5, to show that God’s glory naturally
outshines all darkness. The second verse turns to God’s loving nature: "And surely goodness and
mercy will follow me / All the days of my life." This is a direct reference to Psalm 23:6, reminding
worshippers that God’s greatness is not just power but also kindness. The How Great Is Our God
lyrics thus balance majesty with mercy, making the song accessible to everyone.

The Chorus: A Simple Yet Profound
Declaration

The chorus of "How Great Is Our God" is perhaps the most memorable part of the song: "How great
is our God / Sing with me, how great is our God / And all will see how great, how great is our God."
The repetition is intentional—it invites participation. When congregations sing these lines, they are
not just reciting words; they are making a declaration. The How Great Is Our God lyrics in the
chorus are deliberately straightforward, allowing even children to join in. Yet the theological weight
is immense. The phrase "how great" is an exclamation of wonder, reminding us that God’s greatness
is beyond human measurement. The chorus also includes the line "And all will see," which points to
the hope that one day every nation will recognize God's sovereignty.

Why These Lyrics Resonate So Deeply

What makes the How Great Is Our God lyrics so effective in worship? One reason is their
scriptural foundation. Every line is rooted in the Bible, from the call to "all the earth rejoice" (Psalm
96) to the promise that "the Lord our God is great" (Psalm 147:5). Another reason is the emotional
progression. The song starts with a sense of awe, moves into gratitude, and ends with a confident
declaration. This mirrors the journey of faith—from recognizing God’s power to trusting His
goodness. Additionally, the melody complements the words perfectly, rising with each repetition.
But above all, the How Great Is Our God lyrics capture a truth that does not change: God is great,
and that greatness is worthy of our praise.

How the Song Has Spread Across the
World

Since its debut on Chris Tomlin’s album "Arriving," "How Great Is Our God" has been recorded by
countless artists, covered in multiple languages, and sung at major Christian events. The song’s
impact was further amplified when Tomlin performed it at the 2006 National Prayer Breakfast and
during the "How Great Is Our God" tour. The How Great Is Our God lyrics have also been adapted
into children’s curriculum, youth group lessons, and even instrumental versions for meditation. One
notable rendition came from the "Passion" worship movement, where the song became a staple. In
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many churches, the song is used during Easter services, Christmas celebrations, and mission
conferences. Its versatility lies in the universal nature of its message—anyone can join in declaring
that God is great.

The Lyrics and Their Connection to
Personal Worship

For individuals, the How Great Is Our God lyrics serve as a reminder to pause and reflect. In a
world that often feels chaotic, the song anchors believers in the truth of who God is. Many people
use the lyrics as a personal prayer or meditation, especially during difficult times. The line "And
darkness tries to hide" is a powerful image for those struggling with fear or doubt, reminding them
that God’s light is greater. The lyrics also encourage a posture of humility: we do not make God
great by singing; we simply acknowledge the greatness that has always been there. This is why the
How Great Is Our God lyrics have become a source of comfort and strength for countless
individuals.

Analyzing the Bridge: "Name Above All
Names"

The bridge of "How Great Is Our God" is a climactic section that often brings worshippers to their
feet: "Name above all names / Worthy of all praise / My heart will sing / How great is our God." This
part of the song draws directly from Philippians 2:9-11, where Jesus is exalted above every name.
The How Great Is Our God lyrics in the bridge remind us that greatness is not an abstract
concept—it is embodied in Jesus Christ. The repetition of "my heart will sing" personalizes the
worship, inviting each believer to make the declaration their own. For many, this is the emotional
high point of the song, where head knowledge becomes heart worship.

The Song's Role in Corporate Worship

In a church setting, the How Great Is Our God lyrics function as a unifying force. When a
congregation sings together, differences in age, background, and denomination fade. The song’s
structure—with its easy-to-follow verses and memorable chorus—makes it ideal for both large
gatherings and small groups. Many worship leaders use it as a call to worship or as a response after
a sermon. The lyrics also lend themselves to creative arrangements, from acoustic versions to full-
band rock performances. However, the heart of the song remains the same: a collective
acknowledgment that God is greater than any problem, fear, or challenge.

Common Misconceptions About the Lyrics

Some listeners mistakenly think the song is only about God’s power, but a careful reading of the
How Great Is Our God lyrics reveals a balance of strength and tenderness. The mention of
goodness and mercy (Psalm 23) shows that God’s greatness includes His care for individuals.
Another misconception is that the song is too repetitive; however, the repetition is intentional to
help worshippers internalize the message. In fact, many testimonies from around the world share
how singing the song repeatedly brought breakthrough in personal faith. The How Great Is Our
God lyrics are deceptively simple—they carry a depth that unfolds each time they are sung.

How to Use the Lyrics for Deeper Devotion

If you want to go beyond singing the song and truly meditate on the How Great Is Our God lyrics,
try the following practices:

e Scripture reading: Pair each line with a Bible verse. For example, read Psalm 104 before
singing about God wrapping Himself in light.

e Journaling: Write down what "greatness" means to you personally. How have you seen God's
greatness in your life?

e Group study: Discuss the lyrics with a small group. Ask questions like, "What does it mean
that God’s name is above all names?"

e Prayer: Use the lyrics as a prayer guide. For instance, start by praising God for His majesty,
then move into thanksgiving for His mercy.

By engaging with the How Great Is Our God lyrics in these ways, the song becomes more than a
musical experience—it becomes a tool for spiritual growth.

The Enduring Legacy of the Song

Nearly two decades after its release, "How Great Is Our God" remains one of the most sung worship
songs in the world. Its lyrics have been printed on banners, engraved on plaques, and shared on
social media countless times. The How Great Is Our God lyrics have even been used in times of
national crisis, such as after natural disasters, when communities gather to sing together. The
song’s legacy is not just in its popularity but in its ability to point people toward a greater
reality—the reality of a God who is both immense and intimate. As new generations discover the
song, they too will join the ancient chorus of praise: "How great is our God!"
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Conclusion

In a world that constantly seeks to magnify human achievement, the How Great Is Our God lyrics
redirect our focus to the One who deserves all glory. Whether sung in a cathedral, a living room, or a

stadium, the words carry a timeless truth: God is great, and His greatness is reason for joy. By
exploring the meaning behind each line, we see that the song is not just a piece of music—it is a
declaration of faith, a prayer of thanksgiving, and a call to worship. So the next time you hear or sing
"How Great Is Our God," let the lyrics remind you that no matter what you face, you serve a God
whose greatness has no end.



