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YOUR COMPLETE STUDY GUIDE
FOR NOTARY TEST IN LOUISIANA

Becoming a notary public in Louisiana is
a  prestigious  and  legally  significant
responsibility. Unlike many other states,
Louisiana’s legal system is based on civil
l a w ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  t h e  n o t a r y
examination  particularly  rigorous.
Whether  you  are  a  paralegal,  a  real
estate professional,  or simply someone
looking  to  expand  your  professional
credentials,  a  well-structured  study
guide for notary test in Louisiana is
essential.  This  article  provides  a
comprehensive  roadmap  to  help  you
prepare  effectively,  understand  the
exam structure, and master the material
with confidence.
Louisiana’s notary exam is known for its
depth  and  difficulty.  It  tests  your
knowledge of the Louisiana Civil  Code,
specific  notarial  acts,  and  the  legal
principles that govern the state’s unique
system. Without a focused study plan,
many  candidates  find  themselves
overwhelmed. By the end of this guide,
you will  have a clear understanding of
what to study, how to study, and what
resources will give you the best chance
of success.

UNDERSTANDING THE LOUISIANA
NOTARY EXAM

Before diving into study materials, it is

crucial  to  understand  the  exam itself.
The Louisiana notary public examination
is  administered  by  the  Louisiana
S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  I t  i s  a
comprehensive, multiple-choice test that
covers a wide range of legal topics. The
exam is  offered in  two parts:  a  morning
session focusing on general notary law
and  an  afternoon  session  covering
specific  notarial  acts  and  forms.

Exam Format
and Duration
The test consists of approximately 100
questions, and you are given four hours
to complete it. The questions are drawn
from  the  Notary  Public  Study  Guide
published by the Secretary of State, as
well  as  the  Louisiana  Civil  Code  and
other statutes. You will need to achieve
a score of at least 70% to pass. Because
the exam is open-book, you are allowed
to  bring  specific  reference  materials,
including your marked and tabbed copy
of  the  official  study  materials.  However,
the open-book nature does not make the
test easy—you must know exactly where
to find information quickly.

KEY TOPICS COVERED IN A
LOUISIANA NOTARY STUDY
GUIDE

A  comprehensive  study  guide  for
notary test in Louisiana  must cover
the following core areas. These are the
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topics  most  frequently  tested,  and
understanding  them  is  non-negotiable
for success.

Louisiana Civil
Code and
Notarial Law
The foundation of Louisiana notary law is
the Louisiana Civil Code. You will need a
solid grasp of the provisions related to
authentic  acts,  acknowledgments,  and
the  powers  of  a  notary  public.  Key
articles include those dealing with form
requirements  for  acts  under  private
signature,  the  effect  of  authentic  acts,
and  the  recusat ion  of  notar ies.
Additionally, you must know the specific
duties and prohibitions outlined in Title
35  of  the  Louisiana  Revised  Statutes,
which governs notaries public.

Acts of Sale and
Mortgages
One of the most common functions of a
Louis iana  notary  is  to  draft  and
authenticate acts of sale for immovable
property.  You  will  be  tested  on  the
essential  elements  of  a  valid  sale,
including the description of the property,
the  price,  and  the  parties’  capacities.
Similar ly,  mortgages,  including
conventional  mortgages,  collateral
mortgages, and judicial mortgages, are
heavily emphasized. Understanding the
distinction  between a  mortgage and a
privilege is vital, as is knowing how to
properly  cancel  and  reinscribe  a
mortgage.

Successions and
Donations
Succession  law  in  Louisiana  is  unique
because it  is  rooted in forced heirship
and  community  property.  The  notary
exam will test your knowledge of testate
and  intestate  successions,  the  different
types of wills (olographic, notarial,  and
nuncupative),  and  the  formalities
required  for  each.  You  must  also
understand  donations  inter  vivos  and
mortis  causa,  including  the  rules  for
donations  of  immovable  property  and
the  requirement  for  notarial  form  in
many cases.

Marriage
Contracts and
Community
Property
Louisiana is a community property state,
and  notaries  frequently  draft  marriage
contracts and partition agreements. The
exam covers  the matrimonial  regimes,
including the legal regime of community
of acquets and gains, and how spouses
can alter it by contract. You should be
familiar with the requirements for a valid
matrimonial  agreement,  the  effect  of  a
change  of  regime,  and  the  rules
govern ing  the  management  o f
community  property.

Power of



Study Guide For Notary Test In Louisiana 3

3

Attorney and
Mandate
The law of mandate (power of attorney)
is  another  critical  topic.  You  need  to
know  the  different  types  of
mandates—general,  special,  and
universal—and the formalities for each.
The exam will ask about the revocation
of  a  mandate,  the  dut ies  of  the
mandatary, and the situations in which a
mandate  must  be  in  writ ing  and
notarized.

CREATING AN EFFECTIVE STUDY
PLAN

Preparing for the Louisiana notary exam
is not something you can do overnight.
Most  successful  candidates  spend
several months studying. A good study
guide  for  notary  test  in  Louisiana
should  include  a  structured  plan  that
breaks  down  the  mater ia l  in to
manageable  sections.

Assess Your
Starting Point
Begin by taking a practice test to gauge
your  current  knowledge.  This  will  help
you identify your weak areas. If you have
a legal background, you may need less
time on core concepts; if you are new to
law, plan for more intensive study.

Allocate Time for
Each Topic
Divide  your  study  time  proportionally.
For example, devote about 30% of your

time to the Civil Code and notarial law,
20% to acts of sale and mortgages, 20%
to  successions  and  donations,  15% to
community  property  and  marriage
contracts, and 15% to power of attorney
and  other  acts.  Adjust  based  on  your
practice test results.

Use Active
Learning
Techniques
Reading  the  study  guide  alone  is  not
enough.  Use  flashcards  for  legal
definitions,  create  flowcharts  for
procedural  steps,  and practice drafting
sample acts. The more you engage with
the material, the better you will retain it.
Also,  consider  forming  a  study  group
with  other  candidates—discussing
complex  topics  can  deepen  your
understanding.

RECOMMENDED STUDY
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

While  there  are  many  resources
available,  you must  choose those that
are  authoritative  and  aligned  with  the
exam  content.  The  official  materials
published by the Louisiana Secretary of
State are indispensable.

Official Notary
Public Study
Guide
This is your primary source. The guide
covers  all  the  topics  listed  above  and
includes  sample  questions.  You  can
download it for free from the Secretary
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of State’s website. Make sure you have
the most current edition, as laws change
frequently.  When  you  use  a  study
guide for notary test in Louisiana,
always  cross-reference  with  the  latest
statutory updates.

Louisiana Civil
Code and
Revised Statutes
You  will  need  access  to  the  relevant
sections  of  the  Civil  Code  (especially
Books I, III, and IV) and Title 35 of the
Revised  Statutes.  Many  study  guides
provide excerpts, but owning a full code
book with tabs can be extremely helpful
during the open-book exam.

Online Courses
and Prep Classes
Several  providers  offer  online  courses
specifically  for  the  Louisiana  notary
exam. These courses often include video
lectures, practice quizzes, and discussion
forums. While not mandatory, they can
help  you  stay  on  track  and  clarify
difficult  concepts.  Look  for  courses  that
offer  a  money-back  guarantee  if  you  do
not  pass—this  indicates  confidence  in
their  material.

Practice Tests
Taking multiple practice tests is one of
the most effective ways to prepare. They
simulate the exam environment and help
you gauge your speed. Aim to take at
least  three full-length practice tests  in
the  month  before  your  exam.  Many

study guides include sample questions,
but  you  can  also  find  practice  exams
from  private  publishers.

TIPS FOR PASSING THE
LOUISIANA NOTARY EXAM

Beyond  memorizing  facts,  success  on
the  exam  requires  strategy.  Here  are
some  proven  tips  to  incorporate  into
your study guide for notary test in
Louisiana.

Master Legal
Terminology
Louisiana  notary  law  uses  specific  legal
terms that are often misunderstood. For
example,  “authentic  act”  versus  “act
under  private signature,”  or  “usufruct”
versus “habitation.” Create a glossary of
terms and review it daily. Knowing the
precise meaning of these words will help
you eliminate wrong answers quickly.

Understand the
“Why” Behind
the Rules
Instead  of  rote  memorization,  try  to
understand  the  purpose  of  each  legal
requirement. For instance, why must a
notary read the act aloud to the parties?
Because  it  ensures  that  the  parties
understand the document and prevents
fraud.  When  you  understand  the
rationale, you are more likely to recall
the rule in a test situation.
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Manage Your
Time During the

Exam
With 100 questions in  four  hours,  you
have  about  2.4  minutes  per  question.
For  the open-book portion,  do not  get
stuck on a single question. If you cannot
find  the  answer  quickly,  mark  it  and
move on. Return to difficult questions at
the end. Also,  remember to bring pre-
marked  tabs  for  your  study  materials.
Organize them by topic so you can flip to
the right section without wasting time.

Watch for
Common Traps
Many questions contain distractors that
are  almost  correct  but  miss  a  critical
detail.  For  example,  a  question  might
ask  what  constitutes  a  valid  authentic
act.  An  answer  might  l ist  al l  the
formalities except the requirement that
the parties sign in the presence of the
notary. By carefully reading each option
and  e l iminat ing  those  with  any
inaccuracy,  you  can  narrow  down  the
correct choice.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND HOW
TO APPROACH THEM

To illustrate the exam style, here are a
few sample  questions  similar  to  those
you will encounter. They are designed to
test both knowledge and application.

Question: Which of the following1.
is NOT a formal requirement for an
authentic act in Louisiana?
A. The act must be written in the

presence of the notary and two
witnesses.
B. The act must state the date and
place of execution.
C. The parties must sign the act in
the presence of the notary and
witnesses.
D. The notary must file the act
with the recorder of mortgages
within 30 days.
Explanation: The correct answer
is D. The formalities for an
authentic act are set forth in Civil
Code Article 1833. Filing is not a
requirement for authenticity; it is a
separate step for certain acts like
mortgages. This question tests
your ability to distinguish between
formalities and subsequent
obligations.
Question: A married person2.
domiciled in Louisiana wants to
sell immovable property that is
community property. Which of the
following statements is true?
A. The sale is valid if only the
spouse who owns the property
signs the act.
B. Both spouses must join in the
act of sale.
C. The notary may accept a power
of attorney from the absent
spouse, but only if the power is for
general purposes.
D. The act of sale does not need to
describe the property in detail if
the price is above a certain
threshold.
Explanation: The correct answer
is B. Under Louisiana law, both
spouses must concur to sell, lease,
or encumber community
immovables (Civil Code Art. 2347).
A power of attorney would need to
be specific, not general. This
question tests your knowledge of
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community property management.

Working  through  questions  like  these
during  your  preparation  will  help  you
identify  patterns and common themes.
Inc lude  at  least  50–100  sample
questions  in  your  study  guide  for
notary test in Louisiana.

CONCLUSION

Passing the Louisiana notary exam is a
challenging but achievable goal. With a
comprehensive study guide, a structured

plan,  and  consistent  effort,  you  can
master  the  material  and  earn  your
commission. Remember that the exam is
not just a test of memory—it is a test of
your ability to apply Louisiana’s unique
civil  law principles  in  practical  notarial
situations. By focusing on the key topics
outlined  here,  using  official  resources,
and  practicing  with  real  exam-style
questions,  you  will  walk  into  the  test
center  with  confidence.  Good  luck  on
your  journey  to  becoming  a  Louisiana
notary public.


