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EXPLORING AUSTRALIA'S MOST
SCENIC DRIVE: A COMPLETE
GUIDE TO THE MAP OF GREAT
OCEAN ROAD

Stretching along the rugged
southeastern coast of Australia, the
Great Ocean Road is one of the world’s
most celebrated coastal drives. Whether
you are a first-time visitor or a seasoned
traveler, understanding the Map of
Great Ocean Road is essential for

making the most of your journey. This
iconic route winds through dramatic
cliffs, ancient rainforests, and pristine
beaches, offering breathtaking views at
every turn. In this comprehensive guide,
we will explore every aspect of the Map
of Great Ocean Road, including key
attractions, suggested itineraries,
navigation tips, and hidden gems that
make this drive unforgettable.


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

Why the Map of
Great Ocean
Road Matters

The Great Ocean Road covers roughly
243 kilometers (151 miles) between the
towns of Torquay and Allansford, near
Warrnambool. While it is possible to
drive the entire route in a single day,
most travelers prefer to spend at least
two to three days exploring the many
attractions. A reliable Map of Great
Ocean Road helps you plan stops,
estimate driving times, and ensure you
don’t miss must-see landmarks. Without
a proper map, you might overlook lesser-
known viewpoints or become confused

by the numerous side roads that lead to
coastal lookouts and national parks.

Understanding
the Layout of the
Great Ocean
Road

The route is generally divided into three
main sections, each offering distinct
landscapes and experiences. The Map
of Great Ocean Road shows these
segments clearly:

» Eastern Section (Torquay to
Apollo Bay): This part features
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the famous surf beaches of Bells
Beach, the towering cliffs at Point
Addis, and the Great Otway
National Park. It is also where you
will find the official start of the
Great Ocean Road at the Memorial
Arch.

Central Section (Apollo Bay to
Port Campbell): Often
considered the heart of the drive,
this stretch includes the lush
Otway Rainforest, the Cape Otway
Lighthouse, and the iconic Twelve
Apostles. The road hugs the
coastline with dramatic ocean
views.

Western Section (Port
Campbell to Warrnambool):
This area is dominated by the
Shipwreck Coast, with landmarks

such as Loch Ard Gorge, London
Bridge, and the Bay of Islands. The
terrain becomes more open, with
rolling farmlands and limestone
cliffs.

Key Attractions
to Mark on Your
Map of Great
Ocean Road

When you study a Map of Great Ocean
Road, you will notice dozens of points of
interest. Below are the most significant
ones, listed from east to west:



1. TORQUAY AND BELLS BEACH

Torquay is the official gateway to the
Great Ocean Road. Bells Beach, just
south of town, is one of the world's most
famous surf breaks. The Map of Great
Ocean Road usually marks this as a
prime spot for surfing and coastal walks.

2. ANGLESEA AND THE GOLF
CouRrseE KANGAROOS

Anglesea is known for its river estuary
and the unique sight of kangaroos
grazing on the local golf course. It is a
good first stop to stretch your legs.

3. MEMORIAL ARCH AT EASTERN
VIEw

This arch was built to honor the soldiers

who constructed the road. It is a popular
photo spot. Your Map of Great Ocean
Road will clearly indicate this landmark,
often with a dedicated pull-off area.

4. LorNE AND TEDDY’S LOOKOUT

Lorne is a charming seaside town with
cafes, waterfalls, and a beautiful beach.
Teddy's Lookout offers a panoramic view
of the coastline that is a must-
photograph. Make sure your Map of
Great Ocean Road highlights this
lookout.

5. GREAT OTwAY NATIONAL PARK

This park covers a large area between
Lorne and Apollo Bay. It features
towering mountain ash trees, waterfalls
like Erskine and Triplet, and the Cape
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Otway Lightstation. The Map of Great
Ocean Road will show main roads and
walking trails through the park.

6. ApoLLO BAY

Apollo Bay is a natural midway point. It
offers ample accommodation, dining,
and beaches. From here, the road
becomes even more scenic as it climbs
above the coastline.

7. CAPE OTWAY AND THE
LIGHTHOUSE

A slight detour from the main road leads
to Cape Otway, where you can climb
Australia’s oldest surviving lighthouse.
Your Map of Great Ocean Road will
show the side road, but many travelers
miss it because it is not directly on the

main route.

8. THE TWELVE APOSTLES

Without question the most famous stop,
the Twelve Apostles are limestone stacks
rising from the Southern Ocean. The
viewing platforms are well-marked on
any Map of Great Ocean Road. Visit at
sunrise or sunset for the best light.

9. LocH ARD GORGE AND GIBSON
STEPS

Just minutes west of the Twelve
Apostles, Loch Ard Gorge is a dramatic
narrow inlet with a rich shipwreck
history. Gibson Steps allows you to
descend to the beach for a unique
perspective. Both are essential stops on
the Map of Great Ocean Road.



10. LonDON BRIDGE AND THE
ARCH

London Bridge was a double-arched rock
formation until the arch collapsed in
1990, leaving tourists stranded on the
new island. The Arch is another natural
formation worth a quick photo.

11. BAY OF ISLANDS AND
WARRNAMBOOL

The western end of the drive features
the Bay of Islands Coastal Park with
numerous viewpoints. Warrnambool
offers a breakwater, a whale-watching
platform, and the Flagstaff Hill Maritime
Village.

Digital vs. Paper
Maps: Which Is
Best for the
Great Ocean
Road?

When choosing a Map of Great Ocean
Road, you have two main options:
digital maps (on your phone or GPS) or
traditional paper maps. Digital maps are
convenient because they provide real-
time traffic updates, GPS location, and
satellite imagery. However, mobile
reception can be patchy in the Otway
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region and along coastal cliffs. It is wise
to download the area on Google Maps or
use a dedicated GPS device before you
set off. A paper Map of Great Ocean
Road is a reliable backup and often
highlights points of interest, scenic
lookouts, and rest stops more clearly
than digital versions. Many visitors use
both: a digital map for turn-by-turn
directions and a paper map for planning
ahead and identifying attractions.

Suggested
ltineraries Based

on the Map of
Great Ocean
Road

Your Map of Great Ocean Road can
help you tailor your trip to the time you
have available. Below are three popular
itineraries:

ONE-DAY EXPRESS

If you have only one day, start early
from Torquay and drive directly to the
Twelve Apostles, stopping only at the
Memorial Arch and maybe one lookout.
The Map of Great Ocean Road shows
that this drive takes about 4-5 hours



without stops, but you should budget at
least 8 hours with brief pauses. You will
miss many inland highlights, but you can
enjoy the coastal views.

Two-DAY CLASSIC

Day one: Drive from Torquay to Apollo
Bay, exploring Lorne, Teddy’s Lookout,
and Erskine Falls. Stay overnight in
Apollo Bay. Day two: Drive from Apollo
Bay to Warrnambool, visiting the Twelve
Apostles, Loch Ard Gorge, and the Bay of
Islands. This allows for a sunrise visit to
the Apostles. Your Map of Great Ocean
Road will help you plan where to stop
for lunch and fuel.

THREE-DAY IMMERSIVE

Day one: Torquay to Apollo Bay with

detours to Bells Beach, the Great Otway
National Park, and the Cape Otway
Lighthouse. Day two: Apollo Bay to Port
Campbell, exploring the rainforest and
then the Shipwreck Coast thoroughly.
Day three: Port Campbell to
Warrnambool, taking time at the Bay of
Islands and visiting the Tower Hill
Wildlife Reserve. This itinerary uses the
Map of Great Ocean Road to include
side roads, walking trails, and wildlife
experiences.

Navigational Tips
for Using a Map
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of Great Ocean
Road

To get the most out of your Map of
Great Ocean Road, keep these tips in
mind:

e Plan for fuel stops: Petrol
stations are plentiful in Torquay,
Lorne, Apollo Bay, and Port
Campbell, but sparse between
them. Mark fuel locations on your
Map of Great Ocean Road.

e Watch for wildlife: Kangaroos,
koalas, and birds are common. The
Map of Great Ocean Road often
indicates wildlife crossing zones.
Drive carefully, especially at dawn

and dusk.

e Allow extra time for winding

roads: The road is narrow and
winding in many sections. Your
Map of Great Ocean Road will
show sharp curves and steep
grades, so stick to speed limits.
Check for road closures: During
storms or maintenance, parts of
the road may close. Always check
local updates before you go, as a
paper Map of Great Ocean Road
will not reflect real-time
conditions.

Hidden Gems



Not Always
Featured on
Standard Maps

While popular landmarks dominate most
Map of Great Ocean Road guides,
there are several hidden gems worth
seeking out:

e Marriner’s Lookout (Apollo
Bay): A short walk leads to a
stunning panoramic view of Apollo
Bay and the ocean. Not every Map
of Great Ocean Road includes it,
but it is a local favorite.

e Melba Gully State Park: Located
near Lavers Hill, this lush

10

temperate rainforest is famous for
glowworms at night. Look for it on
detailed Map of Great Ocean
Road versions.

The Grotto and the Arch at
Port Campbell National Park:
These are less crowded than the
Apostles but equally impressive.
They appear on a good Map of
Great Ocean Road but can be
missed by those rushing.

Kennett River: A small rest area
where you can almost always spot
wild koalas in the eucalyptus trees.
It is marked on most Map of
Great Ocean Road maps but gets
overlooked.
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Safety and

Preparation
When Using the
Map of Great

Ocean Road

The Great Ocean Road is a safe and well-
maintained road, but its popularity
means it can be busy during holidays.
Always carry a physical Map of Great
Ocean Road in case your phone battery
dies or you lose signal. Inform someone
of your planned route. Carry water,
snacks, and warm clothing, as weather
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can change rapidly. The Map of Great
Ocean Road will show emergency

phone locations and ranger
stations—note them before you drive.
CONCLUSION

A well-annotated Map of Great Ocean
Road transforms a simple coastal drive
into a deeply rewarding journey. By
understanding the layout, pinpointing
key attractions, and preparing for the
road conditions, you ensure that every
view, every walk, and every stop
becomes a cherished memory. Whether
you rely on a digital navigation app or a
classic fold-out paper map, taking the
time to study the Map of Great Ocean
Road before you go will allow you to
experience the full magic of this
Australian treasure. So grab your map,
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hit the road, and let the Southern Ocean's rugged beauty guide you on an
adventure you will never forget.
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