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THE ULTIMATE MADDEN 25
FANTASY DRAFT GUIDE: BUILD A
DYNASTY

The opening moments of a Madden 25
Franchise  mode  fantasy  draft  are
electric. The clock is ticking, your draft
board is taking shape, and the future of
your  team  hangs  on  every  pick.  A
successful  fantasy  draft  isn't  about
grabbing the biggest names; it's about
executing  a  cohesive  strategy  that

balances  immediate  talent  with  long-
term  potential.  Whether  you  are  a
seasoned veteran or a newcomer to the
gridiron, this comprehensive Madden 25
Fantasy Draft Guide will equip you with
the knowledge to dominate your league
from  the  very  first  selection.  We  will
break down player archetypes, positional
value,  and  the  subtle  nuances  that
separate a  championship team from a
rebuilding project.
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Understanding
the Foundation:
Pre-Draft

Preparation
Before you even see the draft timer, you
need a plan. The most common mistake
in  any  fantasy  draft  is  selecting  a
quarterback  in  the  first  round.  While  a
top-tier  signal-caller  is  valuable,  the
depth at  the position in Madden 25 is
significant. Elite quarterbacks like Patrick
Mahomes or Josh Allen are fantastic, but
you can find a very capable starter much
later. Your first three picks should ideally

focus  on  positions  where  the  drop-off  in
talent is steepest. This means prioritizing
a  dominant  pass  rusher,  a  lockdown
cornerback,  or  a  game-changing  wide
receiver. Think about your offensive and
defensive schemes. If you plan to run a
3-4 defense, you need a nose tackle who
can  occupy  blockers;  a  4-3  defense
demands  speed  off  the  edge.  This
foundational knowledge is critical for any
effective Madden 25 fantasy draft guide.

Round-by-Round
Strategy:
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Building a
Contender
Let's break down a proven draft strategy
by round, focusing on maximizing value
at each stage.

Rounds 1-3: The
Cornerstone
Your  first  three  picks  will  define  your
team's  identity.  In  the  first  round,  your
priority  should  be  a  non-quarterback
superstar. Myles Garrett, Micah Parsons,
or Jalen Ramsey are perfect examples. A
defensive  player  who  can  single-
handedly  disrupt  an  offense  is  worth

more than a good quarterback.  In  the
second round, consider a top-flight wide
receiver  like  Justin  Jefferson  or  Tyreek
Hill.  A  true  WR1  is  essential  for  any
passing attack. In the third round, you
can start looking at your offensive line. A
left tackle like Trent Williams provides a
massive advantage in the run and pass
game.  Alternatively,  if  a  top  running
back like Christian McCaffrey falls to you,
his value as a dual-threat weapon is hard
to  ignore.  This  initial  phase  of  your
Madden 25 fantasy draft should focus on
securing game-changers.

Rounds 4-7:
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Filling the Core
Positions
This is where you solidify your roster. By
round four, you should target a reliable
quarterback. A player like Jalen Hurts or
Lamar  Jackson  offers  dual-threat
capability, which is powerful in Madden.
Then, focus on your secondary. A strong
cornerback  duo  is  crucial  for  stopping
modern  pass-heavy  offenses.  Target  a
second  cornerback  and  a  safety  with
good speed and zone coverage ratings.
Around  round  six,  look  for  a  second
receiver and a pass-catching tight end.
Travis Kelce and George Kittle are gone
early, but a player like Dallas Goedert or
Mark Andrews provides excellent value.

This phase of your Madden 25 fantasy
draft  guide  emphasizes  building  depth
without sacrificing quality.

Rounds 8-12:
Value Picks and
Depth
Now  you  are  looking  for  players  with
specific  skill  sets  that  fit  your  scheme.
Target  a  speedy  running  back  for
change-of-pace  duty.  Look  for  a  slot
receiver  with  high  route  running  and
catching  stats.  On  defense,  you  want
pass-rush  specialists  and  coverage
safeties. This is also the time to address
your defensive line depth. A rotation of
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three or four quality interior linemen will
keep your front seven fresh. Do not be
afraid  to  grab  a  rookie  with  high
potential, even if their overall  rating is
lower.  Development  is  a  key  part  of
franchise  mode,  and  later  rounds  are
perfect for these high-upside picks.

Rounds 13-18:
The Final
Touches
These  rounds  are  for  specialists  and
backups. Target a kicker with a strong
leg and good accuracy. A punter is less
critical,  but  a  high-rated  one  can  pin
opponents  deep.  Fill  out  your  offensive

line with versatile backups who can play
multiple positions. A player who can play
both  guard  and  tackle  is  extremely
valuable. On defense, look for a young
l inebacker  with  good  speed  or  a
developmental safety. By this point, you
should have a clear idea of your team's
strengths  and  weaknesses.  Use  these
final picks to fill the most glaring holes. A
successful  Madden  25  fantasy  draft
guide always stresses the importance of
these late-round selections for long-term
success.

Key Positions to
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Target and Avoid
Understanding  positional  value  is  the
heart of any good draft strategy. Let's
examine which positions are worth early
picks  and  which  you  can  afford  to  wait
on.

Positions to
Prioritize Early

Edge Rusher: A dominant pass
rusher is the most valuable
defensive asset. They pressure the
quarterback, force turnovers, and
disrupt timing.
Cornerback: In a pass-happy
league, a lockdown cornerback is

essential. Look for players with
high man or zone coverage ratings
and speed.
Wide Receiver: A true WR1 is a
quarterback's best friend. They
create separation and make
contested catches.
Left Tackle: Protects the
blindside and anchors your
offensive line. A weak left tackle
can doom any offensive scheme.

Positions to
Address Later

Quarterback: The drop-off in
talent is less severe than at other
positions. You can find a solid
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starter in rounds 4-6.
Running Back: The position has a
short shelf life. You can find value
later in the draft, especially with
pass-catching backs.
Safety: While important, you can
find quality safeties in the middle
rounds. Speed and zone coverage
are the key attributes.
Tight End: Unless you get a top-
tier player, tight ends are often
inconsistent. A good blocking tight
end can be found late.

Identifying

Sleepers and
Value Picks
The difference between a good team and
a great team often lies in finding hidden
value. In Madden 25, certain players are
frequently undervalued by the CPU and
other  users.  Keep  an  eye  on  young
players with high development traits. A
rookie  cornerback  with  a  "Star"  or
"Superstar"  development  trait  is  a
massive  steal  in  the  later  rounds.
Similarly,  look for  veteran players who
may  have  a  lower  overall  rating  but
excel  in  specific  areas.  A  wide  receiver
with 95+ speed and good route running
can be a deep threat even if their overall
rating is  mid-80s.  Do not  be afraid  to
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reach  a  little  for  a  player  who  fits  your
scheme perfectly. This tactical insight is
a crucial part of any advanced Madden
25 fantasy draft guide.

Common
Mistakes to
Avoid
Even  experienced  players  fall  into
predictable  traps  during  the  fantasy
draft. Being aware of these pitfalls can
save your team. The biggest mistake is
reaching  for  a  quarterback  in  the  first
round.  As  mentioned,  the  position  is
deep, and you are sacrificing a premium
defender or  receiver.  Another common

error  is  ignoring  your  offensive  line.  A
weak  line  will  make  your  quarterback
and  running  backs  ineffective.  Do  not
get  fixated  on  overall  ratings.  A  player
with a 88 overall  rating who is  poorly
rated in key attributes for your scheme
will underperform. Finally, do not neglect
your defensive depth. Injuries are a part
of the game, and a thin roster will  be
exposed.  A disciplined approach is  the
mark of  a winning Madden 25 fantasy
draft strategy.

Scheme Fit and
Team Building
A  co l l e c t i on  o f  s t a r s  does  no t
automatically  make a great  team. You
need  players  who  complement  each
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other  and  fit  your  chosen  offensive  and
defensive schemes. If you want to run a
vertical  passing  offense,  you  need
receivers  with  speed  and  an  offensive
line that can pass protect. If you prefer a
power  running  game,  target  a  strong,
elusive  running  back  and  run-blocking
linemen.  On  defense,  a  4-3  scheme
requires fast linebackers who can cover,
while  a  3-4  scheme  needs  a  massive
nose tackle to command double teams.
Selecting a scheme early and sticking to
it will make your draft decisions easier
and  your  team  more  cohesive.  This
holistic view is what separates a simple
list  of  players from a true Madden 25
fantasy draft guide.

Dynasty vs.
Standard
Franchise
Considerations
Your  draft  strategy  should  also  be
influenced by the type of franchise mode
you are playing. In a standard franchise,
you are focused on winning immediately.
You can prioritize older, proven stars and
rely on their high ratings. In a dynasty
league, player development and contract
management  are  critical.  You  need  to
target  young  p layers  wi th  h igh
development traits, even if their overall
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rating  is  lower.  A  23-year-old  with
"Superstar"  development  is  far  more
valuable  than  a  31-year-old  with  a
slightly higher overall. You also need to
consider  contract  lengths.  A  rookie
contract  is  a  huge  bargain,  while  a
massive  veteran  contract  can  cripple
your salary cap. Thinking three or four
seasons ahead is essential for long-term
success in a dynasty format.  This is  a
key  distinction  that  any  advanced
Madden  25  fantasy  draft  guide  must
address.

Conclusion: Your

Path to Glory
A successful Madden 25 fantasy draft is
a blend of preparation, adaptability, and
strategic  thinking.  By  understanding
positional  value,  identifying  sleepers,
and  building  a  team  that  fits  your
scheme, you can create a powerhouse
that will dominate for seasons to come.
Remember to prioritize defensive game-
changers  in  the  early  rounds,  fill  your
core positions in the middle rounds, and
look  for  high-upside  prospects  in  the
later rounds. Avoid the common pitfalls
of reaching for a quarterback or ignoring
your  offensive  line.  With  the  insights
from  this  Madden  25  Fantasy  Draft
Guide,  you  are  now equipped  to  step
into  your  draft  room  with  confidence.
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The  Lombardi  Trophy  is  within  reach. Now, go make your picks count.


