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INTRODUCTION

For  owners  o f  the
classic Kawasaki Jet Ski
JS  440,  the  original
manual is more than a
b o o k l e t  o f
instructions—it  is  the
key to safe operation,
reliable  performance,
a n d  l o n g - t e r m
preservation  of  this
legendary  watercraft.
First introduced in the
l a t e  1 9 7 0 s  a n d
produced  through  the
1980s, the Kawasaki JS
440  became  a  fan
favor i te  due  to  i ts
lightweight hull, simple
two-stroke engine, and
n imb le  hand l i ng .
Whether  you  are  a

seasoned  rider  or  a
n e w  c o l l e c t o r ,
understanding  the
Kawasaki  Jet  Ski  JS
4 4 0  m a n u a l  i s
e s s e n t i a l .  T h i s
comprehensive  guide
explores  everything
you  need  to  know
about  the  manual,
including  its  contents,
how  to  find  one,  and
how to use it  to keep
your Jet Ski running in
peak condition.

THE LEGACY OF
THE KAWASAKI JS
440

Before  diving  into  the
manual  itself,  it  helps
to  appreciate  what
makes  the  JS  440  so
specia l .  Kawasaki
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introduced  the  JS  440
in  the  late  1970s  as
one  of  the  first  stand-
up  Jet  Skis.  Its  439cc
two-stroke engine was
simple,  powerful,  and
easy to work on—traits
that made it a favorite
among enthusiasts and
racers. Over the years,
the  JS  440  became a
icon  of  the  personal
watercraf t  wor ld ,
valued  for  its  agility
a n d  t h e  p u r e ,
unass is ted  r id ing
experience it offers.
Even  today,  many  JS
440  owners  restore
a n d  r i d e  t h e s e
machines  for  fun ,
rac ing  in  v in tage
classes, or as weekend
projects.  However,
parts  availability  and
d e t a i l e d  s e r v i c e
information  can  be
challenging.  That  is
where  the  Kawasaki
J e t  S k i  J S  4 4 0
manua l  p l a y s  a n
irreplaceable  role.

Whether  you  own  the
original  paper  version
or  a  digital  copy,  the
m a n u a l  p r o v i d e s
authoritative  guidance
tha t  a f te rmarke t
guides cannot match.

WHY THE
KAWASAKI JET SKI
JS 440 MANUAL IS
ESSENTIAL

A  p r o f e s s i o n a l
m e c h a n i c  o r  a
weekend hobbyist alike
will tell you that having
the  correct  manual
saves  time,  money,
and  frustration.  Here
a r e  t h e  p r i m a r y
reasons why the JS 440
m a n u a l  r e m a i n s
indispensable:

Safety – The
manual details
proper fueling,
starting
procedures, and
emergency shut-
off instructions.
These are critical
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for avoiding
accidents,
especially with a
two-stroke
engine that can
be dangerous if
handled
improperly.
Maintenance
Schedules –
Regular
lubrication, spark
plug
replacement, and
pump
inspections are
outlined with
exact intervals.
Following these
schedules
prevents
breakdowns and
extends engine
life.
Performance
Optimization –
Factory
specifications for
carburetor
tuning, timing,
and fuel mixture
give you the

baseline for
maximum power
and reliability.
Parts
Identification –
Exploded
diagrams with
part numbers
make it easy to
order
replacements
from dealers or
online sources.
This is invaluable
when restoring a
vintage model.
Resale Value –
A well-
maintained JS
440 with its
original manual
commands a
higher price
among
collectors.

What You
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Will Find
in the
Official
Kawasaki
Jet Ski JS
440

Manual
The  official  manual
covers every aspect of
t h e  w a t e r c r a f t .
Although  variations
exist  between  model
years, the core content
remains similar. Below
is a breakdown of the
major sections typically
included:

GENERAL
SPECIFICATIONS

Engine type:

439cc, two-
cylinder, two-
stroke, water-
cooled
Length, width,
and dry weight
Fuel capacity and
recommended oil
mixture ratio
(typically 50:1
with TC-W3 oil)
Ignition system
type and spark
plug gap

OPERATING
INSTRUCTIONS

Pre-ride checks
(fuel level,
throttle
operation,
steering nozzle)
Starting
procedure
(including choke
and primer use)
Driving tips for
stand-up riding
(standing
position, turning,
mounting/dismou



Kawasaki Jet Ski Js 440 Manual 5

5

nting)
Stopping and
emergency
procedures

MAINTENANCE
SCHEDULES

After each use:
freshwater
flushing, storage
position
Every 10 hours:
check impeller
clearance,
inspect engine
mounts
Every 50 hours:
replace spark
plugs, clean fuel
filter, grease
bearings
Annual:
carburetor
rebuild, pump
seal inspection,
compression test

TROUBLESHOOTING
GUIDE

Engine won’t
start – causes

and fixes (fuel,
spark,
compression)
Poor acceleration
or bogging –
carburetor
adjustments,
water in fuel
Loss of power at
high RPM –
cavitation,
impeller damage,
exhaust blockage
Overheating –
water intake
blockage, pump
wear, thermostat
issues

PARTS DIAGRAMS
AND PART NUMBERS

Exploded views of  the
engine,  pump,  fuel
s y s t e m ,  a n d  h u l l
components  allow you
to  identify  each  part
and  i ts  exact  OEM
number. This is crucial
when sourcing vintage
components.
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LOCATING THE
KAWASAKI JET SKI

JS 440 MANUAL

Finding  an  original
m a n u a l  c a n  b e  a
treasure  hunt,  but
several options exist:

Original
Paper
Manual
Original  Kawasaki
manuals  were  printed
on  heavy  paper  and
bound with staples or a
r ing  b inder .  They
sometimes  pop up  on
auction sites like eBay,
at swap meets, or from
fellow forum members.
Prices can range from
$20 to $100 depending
o n  c o n d i t i o n .  B e
c a u t i o u s  o f
reproductions that may
be  missing  pages  or
h a v e  p o o r  i m a g e
quality.

Digital
PDF
Versions
Many enthusiasts have
scanned  the  original
manuals  and  made
them  avai lab le  as
PDFs.  You  can  find
these  on  forums such
as  PWCToday,  Jet  Ski
World,  and  vintage
watercraft  groups.
Some  websites  offer
the  manual  for  free
download,  but  always
verify  that  the  file
includes  all  sections.
The Kawasaki Jet Ski JS
440  manual  in  digital
form  is  a  convenient
backup  that  you  can
store  on  a  phone ,
tablet,  or  laptop  for
easy  reference  at  the
beach or in the garage.
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Dealer
Parts
Manuals
and
Service

Manuals
I n  add i t ion  to  the
owner’s manual,  there
is  a lso  a  separate
service  manual  for
p r o f e s s i o n a l
technicians. It contains
more  detailed  repair
procedures,  torque
specs,  and  diagnostic
s t e p s .  B o t h  a r e
valuable, but for most
owners  the  owner’s
manual  covers  routine
tasks. If you plan to do
major  rebuilds,  the
serv ice  manual  i s
worth  obtaining.

Tips to
Verify
Authentic
ity

Check for the
Kawasaki logo
and part number
(often printed on
the cover).
Look for model-
specific
references:
"JS440" or
"JS440-A" etc.
Compare page
count and table
of contents with
known scans.
If buying a digital
copy, request a
sample page to
confirm
readability.

USING THE
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MANUAL FOR
ROUTINE

MAINTENANCE

Once  you  have  your
Kawasaki  Jet  Ski  JS
440 manual, applying
i t s  i n s t r u c t i o n s
correctly  is  key.  Let's
w a l k  t h r o u g h  a
c o m m o n  t a s k :
changing  the  spark
plugs.

Refer to the1.
manual for the
correct plug type
(e.g., NGK B8ES
or equivalent)
and gap setting
(typically
0.028–0.032
inches).
Remove the2.
spark plug caps
carefully to avoid
damaging the
ignition wires.
Use a spark plug3.
socket to remove
old plugs. Inspect
them for color—a
light tan

suggests correct
mixture; black or
wet indicates rich
conditions or oil
fouling.
Set the gap using4.
a feeler gauge,
as detailed on
the manual's
specification
page.
Hand-tighten the5.
new plugs, then
torque to the
specified value
(usually 14–18 ft-
lb) to prevent
stripping the
aluminum
cylinder head.
Reinstall the6.
caps, ensuring a
snug fit. Start the
engine and
check for smooth
idle.

A n o t h e r  v i t a l
p r o c e d u r e  i s
winterization.  The
manual outlines steps:
run  the  engine  with
fuel  stabilizer,  drain
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the  water  from  the
exhaust  and  block,
lubricate the cylinders,
and  grease  all  fittings.
Missing  any  step  can
lead to rust or cracked
engine  cases  over
winter.

COMMON REPAIRS
COVERED IN THE
MANUAL

The  JS  440  is  robust,
but  age takes its  toll.
The manual addresses
seve ra l  f r equen t
issues:

Water
Ingestion
If the exhaust or intake
system  leaks,  water
can  enter  the  engine,
causing  hydro-lock  or
corrosion.  The  manual
provides a step-by-step
process  for  removing
the  pump,  inspecting
the driveshaft seal, and

reassembling with new
O-rings.

Carbureto
r
Problems
Two-stroke carburetors
gum  up  over  t ime,
especially  if  ethanol
f u e l  i s  u s e d .  T h e
manual  includes  a
carburetor  overhaul
section  with  exploded
views of the float bowl,
j e t s ,  and  need le .
Adjustment of the low-
speed  and  high-speed
mixture  screws  i s
described,  along  with
the  correct  in i t ia l
settings  (often  1-1/2
t u r n s  o u t  f o r  l o w
speed).

Electrical
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System
Checks
Points  ignition  (early
models)  or  CDI  (later
models)  can  fail.  The
m a n u a l  g i v e s
c o n t i n u i t y  t e s t
procedures  for  the
stator, ignition coil, and
ki l l  switch.  I t  a lso
explains  how to  clean
and adjust the breaker
points if applicable.

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES FOR JS
440 OWNERS

While  the  manual  is
your  primary  source,
supplementing  it  with
community  knowledge
can be very helpful:

Online Forums:
PWCToday.com,
JetSkiWorld.com,
and Reddit
r/jetski have
dedicated

threads for the JS
440. Many users
share scanned
manuals, tips,
and parts
sources.
Parts
Suppliers: Jeff
at
partspitstop.com,
Seadoosource,
and eBay sellers
often stock OEM
and aftermarket
JS 440 parts.
Aftermarket
Guides: Books
like "Kawasaki Jet
Ski Repair
Manual 440-550"
are available but
verify they cover
your exact model
year.
Video
Tutorials:
YouTube
channels such as
"Jet Ski Guru" or
"Vintage
Watercraft" show
real repairs that
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can supplement
the written
manual.

PRESERVING YOUR
MANUAL AND
YOUR JET SKI

To make your  manual
last,  consider  these
tips:

Store the paper
manual in a
waterproof
ziplock bag when
taking it to the
dock.
Keep a digital
copy on your
phone for quick
reference.
If you have a
rare original,
scan it at high
resolution and
share it with the
community to
ensure the
knowledge
survives.
When working on
your JS 440,

place the manual
in a clear page
protector to
avoid grease and
water damage.

By  keeping  both  the
m a n u a l  a n d  t h e
watercraft  in  good
condition,  you  ensure
that the joy of riding a
classic stand-up Jet Ski
c a n  b e  p a s s e d  t o
future  enthusiasts.

CONCLUSION

The Kawasaki Jet Ski
JS 440 manual  is far
more  than  a  simple
instruction  booklet—it
is a critical tool for safe
operat ion,  proper
maintenance,  and
successful  restoration
of  an  iconic  personal
watercraft.  Whether
you  track  down  the
original  paper  edition
or  download  a  digital
PDF, taking the time to
study its  contents  will
p a y  d i v i d e n d s  i n
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per fo rmance  and
reliability.  With  the
manual  by  your  side,
you  can  confidently
tackle everything from
routine  spark  plug

changes to full  engine
r e b u i l d s .  U s e  i t ,
preserve it,  and enjoy
the  open  water  with
your vintage Kawasaki


