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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF SIMON
& GARFUNKEL’S
“HOMEWARD
BOUND”

Few songs in the folk-
rock canon capture the
bittersweet  ache  of
longing and the pull of
home as poignantly as
S i m o n  A n d
G a r f u n k e l
Homeward  Bound.
Released in 1966, this
acoustic  masterpiece
has  resonated  across
generations,  weaving
its way into the fabric
of popular culture. With
i t s  g e n t l e  g u i t a r

a r p e g g i o s ,  c l o s e
h a r m o n i e s ,  a n d
evocative  lyrics,  the
t r a c k  r e m a i n s  a
touchstone for anyone
who has ever  felt  the
w e i g h t  o f
distance—physical  or
emotional. It is a song
that speaks not only to
the traveller on a train
but  to  the  universal
human  experience  of
wanting to return to a
place  of  comfort  and
connection.
In  this  article,  we will
explore  the  full  story
behind  “Homeward
B o u n d . ”  F r o m  i t s
inspiration  during  a
lonely  railway  station
stop to its place within
the  duo’s  celebrated
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discography,  we  will
examine  the  song’s
t h e m e s ,  m u s i c a l
structure,  cultural
impact,  and  lasting
legacy.  Whether  you
are a lifelong fan or a
newcomer,  this  deep
dive  will  offer  fresh
insights  into  why  this
song continues to feel
so  immediate  and
personal.

THE GENESIS OF A
FOLK-ROCK
CLASSIC

Paul
Simon’s
Wartime
Station
Inspiratio

n
The  story  of  Simon
A n d  G a r f u n k e l
Homeward  Bound
b e g i n s  n o t  i n  a
recording studio but on
a cold, damp platform
in  1964.  Paul  Simon
was touring England as
a  s o l o  a r t i s t ,
performing  in  small
clubs  while  navigating
the  challenges  of  life
away from home. One
evening,  waiting for  a
train  in  a  particularly
u n i n s p i r i n g
station—often cited as
Widnes,  though  some
accounts  suggest
D i t t o n  o r
Warrington—he  found
himself scribbling lyrics
on  a  piece  of  paper.
The fog, the grime, and
the sheer monotony of
t h e  r a i l w a y  s t o p
mi r ro red  h i s  own
feelings of isolation.
In  interviews,  Simon
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has described how the
image of a train pulling
into a station became a
metaphor  for  his  own
desire to return to his
girlfriend, Kathy Chitty,
w h o  w a s  b a c k  i n
England  after  he  had
returned  to  America.
The line “I’m lying in a
railway station, with a
brick  wal l  ten  feet
h igh”  is  not  just  a
physical  description
b u t  a  v i v i d
encapsu la t i on  o f
e m o t i o n a l
confinement.  This  raw,
personal moment gave
birth  to  a  song  that
wou ld  become  an
anthem  for  homesick
hearts  everywhere.

From
Snippets

to a Full
Compositi
on
Simon  initially  wrote
the  song  as  a  poem-
like  fragment,  but  he
recognised its potential
almost  immediately.
He later completed the
lyrics and music while
staying  at  Chitty’s
home  in  the  English
countryside.  The  final
version  blended  his
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
fingerpicking  guitar
style  with  a  melody
that  seemed  to  soar
effortlessly.  When  he
returned to the United
States  and  reunited
with Art Garfunkel, the
duo  refined  the
arrangement,  adding
t h e  s i g n a t u r e
harmonies  that  would
define their sound.
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The recording sessions
took  place  in  early
1966,  and  the  song
was  included  on  their
third  studio  album,
P a r s l e y ,  S a g e ,
Rosemary and Thyme.
Y e t ,  “ H o m e w a r d
Bound” also had a life
of its own as a single,
reaching number 5 on
the Billboard Hot 100.
Its  success  cemented
Simon  &  Garfunkel’s
reputation  as  masters
of  introspective,  folk-
inflected  pop.

LYRICAL DEEP
DIVE: LONGING,
TRAVEL, AND THE
MEANING OF
HOME

The
Narrator’

s Journey
The  lyrics  of  Simon
A n d  G a r f u n k e l
Homeward  Bound
paint a vivid portrait of
a  performer  on  the
road. The opening lines
immediately  transport
u s  t o  t h a t  l o n e l y
station:  “I’m sitting  in
the  railway  station  /
Got  a  t icket  for  my
destination.”  However,
the  destination  is  not
just a physical place—it
is  the  idea  of  return.
The narrator is tired of
“playing  games”  and
singing  for  strangers;
h e  c r a v e s  t h e
authenticity  of  home,
represented by a letter
and a person waiting.
Each  verse  reinforces
the  contrast  between
the  sterile,  repetitive
life  on  tour—“night
after  night,  on  the
same old circuit”—and
t h e  w a r m t h  o f  a
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personal  hearth.  The
phrase  “homeward
bound”  i t se l f  i s  a
beautiful pun: it refers
both to the literal train
journey  and  to  an
emotional  orientation
toward belonging. It is
this dual meaning that
g ives  the  song  i ts
depth.

Key
Imagery
and
Themes

The Railway
Station: A
symbol of
transition,
waiting, and
temporary
existence. The
“brick wall ten
feet high”
implies a barrier
between the

narrator and his
desired peace.
The Letter: The
tangible
connection to
home. “I wish I
was homeward
bound” follows
the act of
reading a letter,
showing how
memory and
written words
can sustain hope.
The
Performance:
“Tonight I’ll sing
my songs again”
highlights the
grind of the
artist’s life—the
repetition that
drains the soul,
even as it pays
the bills.
Home as a
Person: The
song never
details a physical
house; instead,
home is
embodied in the
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beloved. This
relational
definition makes
the longing
universal.

The
Emotional
Arc
Unlike many pop songs
that end in resolution,
“Homeward  Bound”
leaves  the  l istener
s u s p e n d e d  i n
ant ic ipat ion .  The
narrator is still  on the
train,  still  approaching
t h e  m o m e n t  o f
reunion. This ambiguity
is  powerful—it  allows
each listener to project
their  own  homeward
j o u r n e y  o n t o  t h e
music.  The  final  lines
repeat  “Homeward
bound,  I  wish  I  was
homeward bound” as a
mantra, a desire that is

b o t h  s i m p l e  a n d
profound.

MUSICAL
COMPOSITION: A
STUDY IN
SIMPLICITY AND
SOUL

Guitar
Work and
Fingerpic
king
Patterns
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
recognisable  elements
o f  S i m o n  A n d
G a r f u n k e l
Homeward  Bound  is
the  intricate  acoustic
guitar  part  played  by
Paul  Simon.  The  song
i s  i n  t h e  k e y  o f  C
ma jo r ,  bu t  S imon
e m p l o y s  a
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fingerpicking  style  that
emphasises  the  bass
n o t e s  w h i l e
maintaining  a  gentle
melod ic  l i ne .  The
p a t t e r n  i s  b o t h
rhythmic  and  lyrical,
creating  a  sense  of
motion that mimics the
train journey itself.
The use of  a capo on
the  second  fret  gives
the  song  a  sl ightly
brighter,  more  open
sound.  This  technique
was  a  s ignature  of
Simon’s writing during
the  mid-1960s  and
contr ibuted  to  the
“folk” texture that set
his  work  apart  from
more  electric  pop  of
the  era.  The  guitar  is
the  foundation  upon
w h i c h  t h e  v o c a l
harmonies are built.

Harmonie

s: The
Garfunkel
Touch
Art Garfunkel’s tenor is
t h e  p e r f e c t
c o u n t e r p o i n t  t o
Simon’s  slightly  lower
register. In “Homeward
Bound,” the harmonies
a r e  c l o s e  a n d
intertwined,  often
moving  in  thirds.  The
“oooh”  background
vocals  in  the  bridge
a d d  a  d r e a m l i k e
quality.  Garfunkel’s
ability  to  float  above
the  melody  without
overwhelming  it  is  a
hallmark  of  the  duo’s
sound.
The  arrangement  is
deliberately  sparse.
There is no percussion,
no  bass  guitar—only
the  acoustic  guitar,
subtle  bass  (added
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later  in  some  mixes),
and  the  voices.  This
minimalism forces  the
listener to focus on the
l y r i c s  a n d  t h e
emotional timbre of the
s i n g i n g .  I t  i s  a
masterclass  in  less-is-
more  product ion ,
typical  of  producer
Tom Wilson’s work with
the duo.

Structure
and
Dynamics
The  song  fol lows  a
conventional  verse-
chorus pattern, but the
bridge provides  a  key
shift.  The lines “Every
d a y ’ s  a n  e n d l e s s
stream /  Of  cigarettes
a n d  m a g a z i n e s ”
escalate  in  intensity,
creating  a  sense  of
frustrat ion  before
dropping back into the

chorus.  This  dynamic
contrast  mirrors  the
n a r r a t o r ’ s  i n n e r
turmoil.  The  fade-out
e n d i n g ,  w i t h  t h e
r e p e a t e d  v o c a l
melismas  on  “bound,”
leaves  the  journey
unfinished,  reflecting
the ongoing nature  of
longing.

RELEASE,
RECEPTION, AND
CHART
PERFORMANCE

Single
and
Album
Context
“Homeward  Bound”
was  re leased  as  a
single in January 1966,
a few months ahead of
the  album  Parsley,
Sage,  Rosemary  and
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Thyme.  It  became the
duo’s third top-10 hit in
the  United  States.  In
the  United  Kingdom,
where  the  song ’ s
sett ing  resonated
strongly,  it  peaked  at
number  9.  The  single
was  often  paired  with
“Leaves  Tha t  A re
Green”  as  the  B-side,
though later  pressings
included “The Sound of
Silence” as a flip.
O n  t h e  a l b u m ,
“Homeward  Bound”
s i t s  among  o the r
c l a s s i c s  s u c h  a s
“ S c a r b o r o u g h
Fair/Canticle” and “The
59th  Street  Bridge
Song (Feelin’ Groovy).”
It is one of the album’s
m o s t  d i r e c t  a n d
emotionally  accessible
tracks.

Critical

Acclaim
Contemporary  reviews
praised  the  song’s
lyrical  maturity  and
harmonic  beauty .
Roll ing  Stone  later
d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  a
“perfect  fus ion  of
words  and  mus ic ,
capturing  the  essence
of  the  t roubadour
experience.”  Over  the
decades,  it  has  been
frequently cited as one
of the defining songs of
the 1960s folk revival.
Its  influence  can  be
heard  in  the  work  of
count less  s inger -
songwri ters ,  f rom
James  Taylor  to  Nick
Drake.

CULTURAL IMPACT
AND COVERS

Appearan
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ces in
Film and
Televisio

n
S i m o n  A n d
G a r f u n k e l
Homeward  Bound
has  been  featured  in
numerous films and TV
s h o w s ,  o f t e n  t o
underscore  a  moment
of  travel,  reunion,  or
i n t r o s p e c t i o n .  I t
appears in movies such
a s  T h e  G r a d u a t e
(though it  was not on
the  official  soundtrack,
a  cover  was  used),
Dead Poets Society  (a
live version), and more
recent ly  in  per iod
pieces like The Wonder
Yea r s  r eboo t .  I t s
timeless quality makes
it a go-to for directors
seeking  an  emotional

shorthand for yearning.

Notable
Cover
Versions
The  song  has  been
interpreted  by  artists
across  genres:

Johnny Cash &
June Carter
Cash: Their duet
brought a
country sadness
to the track.
Chris de Burgh:
A lush, orchestral
rendition.
Billy Bragg: A
stripped-down,
folk-punk
version.
Me First and
the Gimme
Gimmes: A punk
novelty cover,
showing the
song’s
adaptability.
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Each cover highlights a
different  facet  of  the
song—its  vulnerability,
its anger, its hope. This
interpretive breadth is
a  testament  to  i ts
strong  melodic  and
lyrical  foundation.

Legacy in
Live
Performa
nces
The  most  famous  live
r e n d i t i o n  i s
undoubtedly  from  the
1981  reunion  concert
in  New York’s  Central
P a r k .  S i m o n  a n d
Garfunkel  performed
“Homeward Bound” to
hundreds of thousands
of  fans,  the  candles
flickering  in  the  night
air. The performance is
often  viewed  as  the
emotional high point of

the  show—a  moment
w h e n  t h e  s o n g ’ s
message  of  return
merged with the duo’s
own  history  and  their
audience’s  collective
nostalgia. That version
appears  on  the  live
album The  Concert  in
C e n t r a l  P a r k  a n d
remains  a  definitive
interpretation.

WHY “HOMEWARD
BOUND” STILL
RESONATES
TODAY

Timeless
Themes
in a
Modern
World
In  an age of  constant
travel,  remote  work,
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and digital  nomadism,
the longing for home is
more  relevant  than
ever.  The  song  does
not  romanticise  the
road; instead, it frankly
depicts  the  loneliness
of  transient  l iving.
Whether  you  are  a
touring  musician,  a
business  traveler,  or
someone  navigating  a
l o n g - d i s t a n c e
relationship,  the  lyrics
speak  to  a  universal
experience. The “brick
wall ten feet high” can
b e  a n y
b a r r i e r — p h y s i c a l ,
e m o t i o n a l ,
bu reauc ra t i c—tha t
separates  you  from
where you want to be.

Musical
Influence

on
Songwriti
ng
Simon and Garfunkel’s
approach  to  Simon
A n d  G a r f u n k e l
Homeward  Bound
has  influenced
g e n e r a t i o n s  o f
songwriters.  The  way
they  use  a  specific,
personal  deta i l  (a
ra i lway  stat ion,  a
letter)  to  express  a
universal emotion is a
masterclass  in  craft.
Modern  artists  like  Ed
S h e e r a n ,  S u f j a n
Stevens, and Mumford
& Sons owe a debt to
this  style  of  acoustic
storytelling.

A Song of
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Hope and
Restlessn

ess

Ultimately, “Homeward
Bound”  is  not  a  sad
song—it  is  a  hopeful
one. The narrator is in
m o t i o n ,  h e a d i n g
toward what he loves.
The


