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THE LEGEND OF
THE MONSTER:
HOW THE
ORIGINAL BIGFOOT
MONSTER TRUCK
CHANGED
MOTORSPORTS
FOREVER

I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
motorsports, few icons
are  as  universal ly
recognized  as  The
Original  Bigfoot
Monster Truck. When
you picture a massive
set  of  tires  crushing
cars  beneath  them,
y o u  a r e  l i k e l y
imagining  the  very
machine that started it

a l l :  B ig foot .  Long
before  monster  truck
rallies became a global
phenomenon,  there
was  one  truck  that
dared to defy the laws
o f  p h y s i c s  a n d
convention. This is the
story of  how a simple
Ford pickup, built by a
man with a dream and
a set of massive tractor
tires, became the most
legendary  vehicle  in
off-road  history.
T h e  r o a r  o f  a
supe rcha rged  V8
engine,  the sight  of  a
four-ton  truck  soaring
through  the  air,  and
the  crunch  of  metal
under  10-foot-tal l
tires—these  are  the
hallmarks  of  a  sport
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that  owes  i ts  very
e x i s t e n c e  t o  o n e
vehicle.  The  Original
Bigfoot  Monster
Truck  is  not  just  a
vehicle; it is a cultural
artifact,  a  piece  of
Americana,  and  the
patriarch  of  a  multi-
billion  dollar  industry.
To understand monster
trucks,  you  must  first
understand  Bigfoot,
and  to  understand
Bigfoot,  you  must  go
back to the farmlands
o f  M issour i  in  the
1970s.

THE BIRTH OF A
GIANT: THE
CREATION OF
BIGFOOT

The
Visionary

Behind
the
Wheel:
Bob
Chandler
T h e  s t o r y  o f  T h e
Original  Bigfoot
Monster Truck begins
with  Bob  Chandler,  a
construction  worker
and off-road enthusiast
f r o m  S t .  L o u i s ,
Missouri. Chandler was
not a professional racer
o r  a  w e a l t h y
entrepreneur.  He  was
s imply  a  man  who
l o v e d  t r u c k s  a n d
w a n t e d  t o  b u i l d
something  unique.  In
1974,  he purchased a
1974  Ford  F-250  4×4
pickup truck. This was
no ordinary truck,  but
it  would soon become
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the most extraordinary
vehicle ever built.
C h a n d l e r  b e g a n
modifying  his  Ford
pickup  to  handle  the
demanding  conditions
of  off-road  mud  bogs
and rock  crawling.  He
installed  larger  tires,
r e i n f o r c e d  t h e
s u s p e n s i o n ,  a n d
upgraded  the  engine.
However,  Chandler
quickly  realized  that
standard  tires  were  a
l imit ing  factor.  He
wanted to build a truck
t h a t  c o u l d  g o
a n y w h e r e ,  o v e r
anything. That is when
he discovered a set of
m a s s i v e  4 8 - i n c h
military  surplus  tires
from a logging skidder.
T h e s e  t i r e s  w e r e
originally  designed for
h e a v y  f o r e s t r y
e q u i p m e n t ,  b u t
Chandler  saw  their
potential for something
far more spectacular.

The First
Bigfoot is
Born
In  1975,  Chandler
mounted  these  giant
t ires  onto  his  Ford
F-250, creating what is
now recognized as The
Original  Bigfoot
Monster  Truck.  The
t r u c k  w a s  a n
immediate sensation at
local mud bogs and off-
road  events.  People
were astounded by the
s h e e r  s i z e  a n d
c a p a b i l i t y  o f  t h e
vehicle. The truck was
not yet called Bigfoot,
however.  That  name
came later, inspired by
Chandler's  young  son,
who remarked that the
t r u c k ' s  m a s s i v e
footprints  in  the  mud
looked like those of the
myth i ca l  B i g f oo t
creature.  The  name
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stuck,  and  a  legend
was born.
It is important to note
that  The  Original
Bigfoot  Monster
Truck was not built to
entertain crowds or to
crush cars. It was built
purely  for  off-road
p e r f o r m a n c e .
Chandler's  goal  was
simple:  to  build  the
most  capable  off-road
truck in the world. The
car  crushing  came
l a t e r ,  a l m o s t  b y
a c c i d e n t ,  w h e n
Chandler needed a way
to showcase the truck's
power at exhibitions.

THE ANATOMY OF
A LEGEND:
TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS

Size and

Scale
When  discussing  The
Original  Bigfoot
Monster  Truck,  one
must  appreciate  the
sheer  sca le  of  the
machine.  The  original
truck,  now  known  as
Bigfoot  #1,  sits  on
those  iconic  48-inch
tractor tires. The truck
stands over 10 feet tall
a n d  w e i g h s
approximately  10,000
p o u n d s .  T h e
suspension was heavily
modified  with  custom
leaf springs and shock
absorbers  to  handle
the  immense  weight
and  stress  of  off-road
driving. The wheelbase
w a s  e x t e n d e d  t o
provide  stability,  and
t h e  a x l e s  w e r e
reinforced with heavy-
duty components.
The  most  s t r ik ing
f e a t u r e  o f  T h e
Original  Bigfoot
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Monster  Truck  is
undoubtedly  its  tires.
These massive 48-inch
tires  were  originally
designed  for  logging
skidders,  which  are
used  to  drag  heavy
logs  through  rough
terrain.  They  provided
unparalleled  traction
and  flotation,  allowing
the  truck  to  traverse
mud,  rocks,  and  even
small cars with ease.

Engine
and
Powertrai
n
T h e  h e a r t  o f  The
Original  Bigfoot
Monster  Truck  is  its
engine.  The  original
truck was powered by
a Ford 460 cubic inch
V8  engine,  a  massive
p o w e r p l a n t  t h a t

produced  substantial
t o r q u e  a n d
horsepower .  Th i s
engine was paired with
a  h e a v y - d u t y
automatic transmission
and a custom transfer
case  to  d ist r ibute
p o w e r  t o  a l l  f o u r
wheels.  The  drivetrain
was built  to withstand
e x t r e m e  s t r e s s ,
including the shock of
landing jumps and the
strain of pulling heavy
loads.
Over  the  years,  the
engine  in  Bigfoot  #1
has  been  upgraded
and  rebuilt  multiple
times, but the spirit of
the  original  remains.
T h e  t r u c k  i s  a
testament to American
engineering  and  the
"b igger  i s  bet ter"
philosophy that defined
the early years of the
m o n s t e r  t r u c k
phenomenon.
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The
Evolution
of
Bigfoot:
From #1
to the
Modern
Era
While  The  Original
Bigfoot  Monster
Truck  remains  the
most  h i s to r i ca l l y
significant,  the  Bigfoot
name has been carried
f o r w a r d  t h r o u g h
multiple generations of
trucks.  Chandler  and
his team built a series
of Bigfoot trucks, each
one  more  advanced
and  more  powerful

than  the  last.  Bigfoot
#2, #3, #4, and so on,
e a c h  p u s h e d  t h e
boundaries  of  what
w a s  p o s s i b l e  i n
monster truck design.
However,  it  is  Bigfoot
#1,  the  original,  that
holds a special place in
the hearts of fans. This
truck  is  the  one  that
started it  all.  It  is  the
truck that appeared at
the  first  monster  truck
shows,  the  truck  that
first  crushed  cars,  and
the truck that inspired
a  g e n e r a t i o n  o f
bui lders  and  fans.
Today,  Bigfoot  #1  is
p r e s e r v e d  a s  a
historical artifact, often
displayed at museums
and  special  events,
where  it  continues  to
d r a w  c r o w d s  a n d
inspire  awe.

THE RISE TO FAME:
HOW BIGFOOT
BECAME A
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CULTURAL
PHENOMENON

The First
Car Crush
The moment that truly
launched The Original
Bigfoot  Monster
T r u c k  i n t o  t h e
spotlight came in 1981.
Bob  Chandler  was
performing  at  a  show
in  Missouri  when  he
decided to drive over a
row  of  junk  cars  to
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e
truck's  capability.  The
crowd  went  wild.  The
image  of  a  massive
truck driving over cars,
crushing them flat, was
unlike anything anyone
had  ever  seen.  This
simple act became the
defining  characteristic
of  the  monster  truck
sport.
Chand le r  qu i ck l y
rea l i zed  tha t  ca r

crushing  was  the  key
to  entertainment.  He
began  incorporating
car crushing into every
performance,  and  the
crowds grew larger and
larger.  The  fame  of
The Original Bigfoot
Monster Truck spread
across  the  Uni ted
States,  and  Chandler
b e g a n  r e c e i v i n g
invitations  to  perform
at events nationwide.

Movies,
Merchand
ise, and
Mainstrea
m
Recogniti



8

8 The Original Bigfoot Monster
Truck

2024-05-01

on
By the mid-1980s, The
Original  Bigfoot
Monster  Truck  had
become  a  household
n a m e .  T h e  t r u c k
appeared  in  movies,
television  shows,  and
commercials.  It  was
featured  in  the  1983
film "Take This Job and
Shove It"  and later  in
" T h e  D u k e s  o f
Hazzard."  Bigfoot  also
b e c a m e  a
m e r c h a n d i s i n g
powerhouse,  with  die-
cast  models,  t-shirts,
toys, and video games
bearing  its  name  and
likeness.
The  truck's  fame  was
not  l imi ted  to  the
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
Chandler  took  Bigfoot
on  tour  around  the
world,  performing  in
Japan ,  Aus t ra l i a ,
Europe,  and  South
America.  Wherever  it

went,  The  Original
Bigfoot  Monster
Truck  drew  massive
crowds and captivated
audiences. It became a
symbol  of  American
ingenuity  and  raw
power, a testament to
what one person could
a c h i e v e  w i t h
determination  and  a
big  set  of  tires.

The Birth
of a Sport
I t  i s  imposs ib le  to
overstate the role that
The Original Bigfoot
Monster Truck played
in  the  b i r th  o f  the
monster  truck  sport.
Before  Bigfoot,  there
w e r e  n o  m o n s t e r
trucks. There were only
modified  off-road
veh ic les  and  mud
boggers.  Chandler's
c r e a t i o n  s i n g l e -
handedly  created  a
n e w  c a t e g o r y  o f
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motorspor ts .  The
popularity  of  Bigfoot
led  to  the  creation  of
other  monster  trucks,
such  as  USA-1,  King
Kong, and later Grave
Digger.
In  1988,  the  first
official  monster  truck
rac ing  ser ies  was
formed,  and  Bigfoot
w a s  t h e r e  a s  t h e
flagship  competitor.
The sport grew rapidly,
evolving  from  simple
c a r - c r u s h i n g
exhibitions  to  high-
flying,  head-to-head
racing  events.  Today,
monster  truck  shows
are  held  in  stadiums
and arenas around the
world, and the sport is
a  multi-million  dollar
industry.  None  of  this
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n
possible  without  the
pioneering spirit of Bob
Chand le r  and  h i s
original  creation.

THE LEGACY OF
THE ORIGINAL
BIGFOOT
MONSTER TRUCK

A
Testamen
t to
Innovatio
n
The  legacy  of  The
Original  Bigfoot
M o n s t e r  T r u c k
extends far beyond its
p h y s i c a l  f o r m .  I t
represents  a  spirit  of
i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  a
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o
challenge  the  status
quo. Bob Chandler took
a  s imple  idea  and
t u r n e d  i t  i n t o
s o m e t h i n g
extraordinary.  He
p r o v e d  t h a t  w i t h
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enough  creativity  and
hard  work,  even  the
wildest  dreams  can
become  reality.
The  original  Bigfoot
also paved the way for
c o u n t l e s s  o t h e r
builders and drivers. It
inspired  a  generation
o f  m e c h a n i c s ,
e n g i n e e r s ,  a n d
enthusiasts to push the
l i m i t s  o f  w h a t  i s
possible  with  a  four-
wheeled  vehicle.  The
monster truck industry
today  is  filled  with
incredible  machines
that  can  fly  through
t h e  a i r ,  p e r f o r m
backflips,  and  reach
speeds  that  would
h a v e  b e e n
unimaginable  in  the
1970s.  But  every  one
of those trucks owes a
debt  of  gratitude  to
The Original Bigfoot
Monster Truck.

Preservat
ion and
Education
Today,  The  Original
Bigfoot  Monster
Truck  is preserved as
a piece of  automotive
history. It is maintained
by the Chandler family
and is often displayed
a t  t h e  B i g f o o t
headquarters  in  St.
Louis,  Missouri.  The
truck is also a regular
g u e s t  a t  m a j o r
automotive  museums,
including the Petersen
Automotive Museum in
Los  Angeles  and  the
National  Automobile
M u s e u m  i n  R e n o ,
Nevada.
Preserving the original
Bigfoot  is  important
n o t  o n l y  f o r  i t s
historical  value  but
also as an educational
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tool. The truck tells the
story of how one man's
passion  and  ingenuity
created  an  entirely
n e w  f o r m  o f
entertainment.  It  is  a
r e m i n d e r  t h a t
innovation often comes
f rom  unexpec ted
places  and  that  the
most  iconic  creations
are often the result of
simple, bold ideas.

The
Continuin
g
Influence
of Bigfoot
E v e n  t o d a y ,  t h e
influence  of  The
Original  Bigfoot
Monster Truck can be
seen everywhere in the
monster  truck  world.
The  design  elements

t h a t  C h a n d l e r
p i o n e e r e d — t h e
massive  t i res,  the
reinforced  suspension,
the  supercharged
e n g i n e — a r e  n o w
standard  features  of
every  monster  truck.
The  sp i r i t  o f  ca r -
crushing  and  high-
flying  entertainment
that Bigfoot introduced
is  the  foundation  of
every  monster  truck
show.
Fur thermore ,  the
B i g f o o t  n a m e
cont inues  to  be  a
dominant  force  in  the
sport.  The  current
Bigfoot truck, driven by
the next generation of
the  Chandler  family,
c o m p e t e s  i n  t h e
Monster Jam series and
continues  to  thr i l l
crowds.  However,  the
o r i g i n a l  B i g f o o t
remains  the  most
revered and respected
truck in the history of
the sport.
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CONCLUSION: THE
UNDISPUTED KING
OF MONSTER
TRUCKS

I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
motorsports, there are
pioneers,  and  then
there are legends. The
Original  Bigfoot
Monster  Truck  is
both.  It  is  the  truck
t h a t  s t a r t e d  a
r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e
machine that defined a
genre,  and  the  icon
that  cont inues  to
i n s p i r e  a w e  a n d
admiration  decades
after  its  creation.  Bob
Chandler's simple Ford
pickup,  equipped  with
logging  tires  and  a
re lent less  v is ion,
became  the  mos t

important  monster
truck  ever  built.
The roar of its engine,
the  crush  of  its  tires,
and  the  sight  of  its
massive frame soaring
through  the  air  are
e t c h e d  i n t o  t h e
collective  memory  of
motorspor ts  fans
around the world. The
Original  Bigfoot
Monster Truck is not
just  a  vehicle;  it  is  a
symbol  of  creativity,
determination, and the
relentless  pursuit  of
d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g
bigger and better than
a n y o n e  t h o u g h t
poss ib le .  I t  i s  the
original,  the  one  and
only, and it will forever
be the king of monster
trucks.


