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UNLOCKING THE
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BY KELLY
HASHWAY
ANSWER KEY

For educators, parents,
and  homeschoolers,
finding  engaging  and
l e v e l - a p p r o p r i a t e
reading  material  is  a
constant  quest.  One
story that has become
a  s t a p l e  i n  m a n y
elementary and middle
school  classrooms  is

Closet  Creature  by
Kelly  Hashway.  This
short,  suspenseful
narrative  captures  the
imagination  of  young
readers,  making  it  an
exce l lent  too l  fo r
teaching  key  reading
comprehension  skills.
However ,  to  t ru ly
m a x i m i z e  t h e
educational  potential
of  the  story,  teachers
o f t e n  r e l y  o n  t h e
Closet  Creature  by
K e l l y  H a s h w a y
answer  key .  Th is
guide  will  explore  the
s t o r y  i t s e l f ,  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
questions,  how  the
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answer  key  functions
as a teaching tool, and
h o w  t o  u s e  i t
effectively  to  build
strong  reading  habits
in students.

What is
the Story
"Closet
Creature"
About?
Before  diving  into  the
a n s w e r  k e y ,  i t  i s
essential to understand
the  narrat ive  that
students  are  reading.
Closet  Creature  is  a
fictional  short  story
typical ly  aimed  at
readers  in  grades  3
through  5.  The  plot
centers on a child who
is  convinced  that  a
creature  lives  inside
their  bedroom  closet.

T h r o u g h  v i v i d
desc r i p t i ons  and
building  tension,  Kelly
Hashway crafts  a  tale
that explores common
c h i l d h o o d
fears—especially  the
fear  of  the  dark  and
the  unknown.  The
protagon is t  must
confront  this  “closet
creature,” leading to a
resolution  that  often
involves  a  twist  or  a
realization  that  the
creature is not as scary
as it seems. The story
is rich with descriptive
language,  dialogue,
and  a  clear  sequence
of  events,  making  it
perfect  for  teaching
p l o t  s t r u c t u r e ,
character analysis, and
inferencing.

The Role
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of the
Closet
Creature
by Kelly
Hashway
Answer
Key in
the
Classroo

m
An answer key is more
than  jus t  a  l i s t  o f
correct responses. The
Closet  Creature  by
K e l l y  H a s h w a y
answer key serves as
a  r o a d m a p  f o r
educators.  It  provides

model answers for the
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
questions,  vocabulary
exercises,  and  critical
thinking  prompts  that
accompany  the  story.
This  resource  saves
teachers  t ime  and
e n s u r e s  t h a t
discussions  remain
focused on the learning
objectives.  By  using
t h e  a n s w e r  k e y ,
instructors can quickly
v e r i f y  s t u d e n t
responses,  identify
c o m m o n
misconceptions,  and
guide  discuss ions
t o w a r d  d e e p e r
understanding.  It  also
helps  in  differentiating
instruction—teachers
can see which students
grasped the main idea
a n d  w h i c h  n e e d
additional support with
details or inferencing.
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Analyzing
the Key
Compone
nts of the
Answer

Key
A well-designed answer
key for Closet Creature
typical ly  inc ludes
severa l  sect ions .
Understanding  these
components  helps
educators  use  the
resource effectively.

LITERAL
COMPREHENSION
QUESTIONS

These  questions  ask
students  to  recal l
d i r e c t l y  s t a t e d
information  from  the
text.  For  example:

“What  does  the  main
character  think  is  in
the closet?” or “Where
does  the  story  take
place?”  The  answer
key  provides  precise
responses, often using
exact wording from the
story.  These questions
build  foundational
reading  skil ls.

INFERENTIAL AND
ANALYTICAL
QUESTIONS

Higher-level  questions
require  students  to
read between the lines.
For  instance:  “Why
does  the  protagonist
f e e l  s c a r e d  e v e n
though  no  one  else
sees the creature?” or
“What  clues  suggest
that the closet creature
might  not  be  real?”
The  answer  key  offers
logical  inferences
based  on  evidence
from the text,  helping
teachers model critical
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thinking.

VOCABULARY IN
CONTEXT

Many  educators  use
Closet  Creature  to
teach new vocabulary.
T h e  a n s w e r  k e y
typical ly  inc ludes
definitions  and
example sentences for
words  like  “creature,”
“shadow,”  “whisper,”
or  “bravery.”  This
section  reinforces
l a n g u a g e
development.

CHARACTER TRAITS
AND THEME

Answer  keys  often
sugges t  poss ib le
character  traits  (e.g.,
“ i m a g i n a t i v e , ”
“nervous,”  “brave”)
and the central theme
(overcoming  fear,  the
power of imagination).
These  are  discussion
starters  rather  than
single correct answers,

so  the  answer  key
provides  flexible
guidance.

Why an
Answer
Key
Matters
for
Reading
Compreh
ension
Us ing  the  Closet
Creature  by  Kelly
Hashway answer key
is  not  about  grading
every  paper  perfectly.
Instead,  it  is  about
creating  a  consistent
framework for learning.
Here are reasons why
answer  keys  are  vital
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educational resources:

Time
Efficiency:
Teachers can
quickly assess
student work and
spend more time
on instruction.
Clarity in
Expectations:
Students know
what a strong
answer looks
like, especially
when the teacher
shares model
responses after
an assignment.
Support for
New Teachers:
Novice educators
can use the
answer key to
understand the
depth of analysis
expected for the
story.
Differentiation:
The answer key
helps identify
which students
need enrichment

(e.g., analyzing
the author’s use
of suspense) and
which need
remediation
(e.g., recalling
plot details).

How to
Use the
Closet
Creature
Answer
Key in a
Lesson
Plan
Integrating the answer
key effectively requires
strategy.  Here  is  a
step-by-step  approach
for  a  reading  lesson
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built  around  Closet
Creature.

Pre-Reading1.
Engagement:
Before students
open the story,
ask them to
share a fear they
had as a younger
child (e.g.,
monsters under
the bed). This
activates prior
knowledge and
makes the text
relatable.
First Read:2.
Students read
the story
independently or
in pairs. The
focus is on
enjoyment and
getting the gist.
Guided3.
Comprehension
: Hand out a
worksheet with
literal and
inferential
questions. After
students attempt

answers, use the
Closet Creature
by Kelly
Hashway
answer key to
discuss correct
responses. For
example, if the
question asks,
“How does the
setting
contribute to the
mood?” the
answer key
might say, “The
bedroom is dark
and quiet, which
creates a feeling
of unease.”
Vocabulary4.
Focus: Pull key
words from the
answer key’s
vocabulary
section and have
students create
their own
sentences.
Extension5.
Activity: Have
students write a
short paragraph
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from the
perspective of
the closet
creature,
applying the
vocabulary and
character
insights from the
answer key
discussion.
Assessment:6.
Use the answer
key to grade a
short quiz or exit
ticket, ensuring
all students have
mastered the
basic
comprehension
before moving
on.

Common
Challenge
s When

Using the
Answer
Key
Even  the  most  useful
answer  key  can  be
misused.  Here  are
some pitfalls to avoid:

Rote
Memorization:
If students only
copy answers
from the key
without
understanding,
they lose the
learning value.
Always discuss
why an answer is
correct.
Over-Reliance
by Teachers:
The answer key
is a guide, not a
script. Some
questions have
multiple
acceptable
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answers,
especially those
about theme or
interpretation.
The key should
be used flexibly.
Neglecting
Discussion:
Even with a
perfect answer
key, the richest
learning happens
in classroom
conversations.
Use the key to
spark dialogue,
not replace it.

Where to
Find
Reliable
Versions
of the

Closet
Creature
Answer
Key
Many  educat ional
websites  and  teacher
resource  platforms
offer  the  Closet
Creature  by  Kelly
Hashway answer key
for  download.  Some
c o m m o n  s o u r c e s
include:

Teachers Pay
Teachers
(TPT): A
marketplace
where educators
share original
lesson plans and
answer keys.
Many free and
paid versions are
available.
Super Teacher
Worksheets:
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This site often
features reading
comprehension
passages with
answer keys for
elementary
levels.
Kelly
Hashway’s
Official
Website or
Blog: The author
herself may
provide free
teaching
resources for her
stories.
School District
Shared Drives:
Some districts
curate reading
packets with
answer keys for
common titles.

Always  preview  the
answer key to ensure it
a l i g n s  w i t h  y o u r
curriculum’s  learning
standards.  Look  for
keys that include both
factual  answers  and
t h o u g h t f u l

explanations.

Enhancin
g Literacy
Skills
Beyond
the
Answer
Key
While  the  answer  key
is invaluable, it should
be  part  of  a  broader
literacy strategy.  Here
are  ways  to  deepen
student  engagement
with  Closet  Creature:

Compare and
Contrast: Have
students read
another short
story about
overcoming fear
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(e.g., “There’s a
Nightmare in My
Closet” by
Mercer Mayer)
and compare the
protagonists’
experiences.
Creative
Writing
Prompt: Ask
students to write
an alternative
ending or a
sequel where the
closet creature
becomes a
friend.
Illustration
Activity:
Students draw
the closet
creature based
on the
description in the
story, then
explain their
artistic choices
using evidence
from the text.
Oral Retelling:
Practice
sequencing by

having students
retell the story in
their own words,
using transition
words like “first,”
“then,” “next,”
and “finally.”

The Value
of
Teacher-
Created
Answer
Keys
Many  educators  find
that creating their own
Closet  Creature  by
K e l l y  H a s h w a y
a n s w e r  k e y  i s  a
powerful  professional
development  exercise.
By  w r i t i ng  mode l
answers,  teachers
anticipate  student
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misconceptions  and
refine  their  own
understanding  of  the
text .  Th is  custom
approach  ensures  the
key  addresses  the
specific  vocabulary,
themes, and questions
that matter most for a
particular class. It also
allows  for  culturally
r e s p o n s i v e
a d j u s t m e n t s — f o r
example,  discussing
how  different  children
might  interpret  the
“creature”  based  on
their  own  background
or experiences.

CONCLUSION

The  Closet  Creature
by  Kelly  Hashway
answer  key  is  far
more  than  a  simple
answer  sheet.  It  is  a
c r i t i c a l  t o o l  t h a t
empowers educators to

t e a c h  r e a d i n g
comprehension  with
confidence,
cons i s tency ,  and
d e p t h .  B y
understanding  the
story’s  themes,  the
structure of the answer
k e y ,  a n d  h o w  t o
i n t e g r a t e  i t  i n t o
meaningful  lessons,
teachers can transform
a  short  fictional  tale
into  a  rich  learning
experience.  Whether
you  are  a  seasoned
teacher  or  a  parent
supporting  learning  at
h o m e ,  u s i n g  t h e
a n s w e r  k e y
thoughtfully  will  help
young readers conquer
the i r  own  “c lose t
creatures”—both literal
and  metaphorical—on
t h e i r  j o u r n e y  t o
becoming  l i fe long
readers.


