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Meaning Of Sum In
Maths

WHAT EXACTLY IS THE MEANING
OF SUM IN MATHS?

Have you ever counted the total number
of apples in a basket, added up your
savings to see if you can buy a new
game, or calculated the total points
scored in a football match? If so, you
have already used one of the most
fundamental concepts in mathematics:
the sum. The meaning of sum in maths
is the result you get when you combine

two or more numbers, quantities, or
values together. It is the very essence of
the addition operation.

At first glance, the concept seems
incredibly simple. However,
understanding the meaning of sum in
maths deeply is the foundation upon
which all higher mathematics is built,
from basic algebra to complex calculus
and statistics. It is not just about getting
an answer; it is about understanding
how quantities combine to form a total.
In this comprehensive guide, we will
explore the formal definition of a sum,
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the properties that govern it, how to find
it with different types of numbers, and
why it matters in our daily lives.

The Core
Definition:
Breaking Down
Addition

To fully grasp the meaning of sum in
maths, we must first understand its
components. In any addition problem,
the numbers being added together are
called addends. The mathematical
symbol used to represent the operation
is the plus sign (+). The sum is the

final total after the addends have been
combined.

For example, in the equation 5 + 3 = 8:

e 5 and 3 are the addends.
e 8 is the sum.

Often, the word sum is used
interchangeably with the word "total." If
you are asked to "find the sum of 10 and
20," you are simply being asked to add
10 and 20 to get 30. This simple
relationship forms the bedrock of
arithmetic.

THE MEANING OF SUM ACROSS
DIFFERENT TYPES OF NUMBERS

While the basic concept remains the
same, the method for finding the sum
changes slightly depending on the type
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of numbers you are working with.
Understanding these variations is crucial
for mastering the addition operation.

Finding the Sum
of Whole
Numbers

This is the most straightforward type of
addition. When adding whole numbers,
we often use the process of "carrying
over" (also known as regrouping) when
the addends in a column add up to 10 or
more.

Example:
Let us find the sum of 48 and 35.
1. Add the ones column: 8 + 5 = 13.
Write down 3 and carry over 1 to
the tens column.



