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UNDERSTANDING THE VALUE OF YOUR 1989
PALOMINO POP UP CAMPER MANUAL

Owning  a  vintage  pop-up  camper  is  a  rewarding  experience,
blending nostalgia with the freedom of the open road. Among the
most beloved brands from the late 1980s is Palomino, known for
its  sturdy  construction  and  clever  use  of  space.  If  you  have
recently  acquired  a  1989  Palomino  pop-up  camper—or  are
considering restoring one—the single most critical document you
can possess is the 1989 Palomino Pop Up Camper Manual.
This manual isn’t just a booklet of technical jargon; it  is your
complete guide to safe setup, proper maintenance, and long-term
enjoyment of your camper. In this article, we will explore why this
manual matters, what it contains, where to find it, and how to use
it to keep your camper in excellent condition.

WHY THE ORIGINAL MANUAL STILL MATTERS AFTER
DECADES

Even though your 1989 Palomino pop-up camper is over thirty
years  old,  the  original  manufacturer’s  manual  remains  the
definitive  source  of  information.  Many  after-market  guides  or
online  forums  offer  general  advice,  but  only  the  official  manual
provides  the  exact  specifications,  wiring  diagrams,  and  torque
settings  for  your  specific  model.  The  1989  Palomino  Pop  Up
Camper Manual covers crucial details such as the proper lifting
mechanism for the roof, the correct tire pressure, and the specific
weight distribution limits. Without this guide, you risk damaging
the camper or creating unsafe conditions during setup.

Common Models Covered
in the 1989 Manual
Palomino produced several pop-up camper models in 1989, each
with  its  own  floor  plan  and  features.  The  manual  typically
includes  instructions  for  models  such  as  the  Palomino  Pony,
Stallion, Mustang, and some hard-side variations. Knowing your
exact model is the first step in using the manual effectively. Look
for the model number printed on a sticker inside a cabinet door
or  on  the  camper  frame.  Once  you  have  that,  the  manual
becomes your personalized repair and operation guide.

WHAT YOU WILL FIND INSIDE THE 1989 PALOMINO
POP UP CAMPER MANUAL

An original  manual  is  surprisingly  detailed.  It  is  more than a
simple how-to—it  is  a comprehensive reference.  Here are the
major sections you can expect to find:

Setup and Takedown
Procedures
The most critical part of owning a pop-up is understanding the
correct sequence for raising and lowering the roof. The manual
provides  step-by-step  instructions,  including  the  use  of  hand
cranks  or  electric  winches  common  in  1989  models.  It  also

emphasizes  safety  checks:  ensuring  all  latches  are  released,
checking for overhead obstructions, and stabilizing the camper
after  raising.  Missteps  in  this  phase  are  a  leading  cause  of
damage, so following the manual exactly is essential.

Electrical System Diagrams
The 1989 Palomino campers came with basic 12-volt systems for
interior lights, a water pump, and sometimes a refrigerator. The
manual includes a wiring diagram showing the fuse box location,
battery connections, and the converter if equipped. Over time,
wires can corrode, so having the original diagram helps you trace
shorts or replace switches without guesswork.

LP Gas and Appliance
Instructions
If  your  camper  includes  a  propane  stove,  furnace,  or  water
heater, the manual covers safe operation. It details the proper
way to connect a propane tank, leak test procedures, and the
lighting  sequence  for  each  appliance.  Given  the  age  of  the
equipment, the manual’s safety warnings about ventilation and
carbon monoxide are still highly relevant.

Canvas Care and
Replacement Tips
The manual  often includes advice for  maintaining the canvas
walls, including cleaning, mildew prevention, and proper folding
techniques  to  avoid  tears.  It  may  also  list  the  original  part
numbers for replacement canvas, which can be invaluable when
sourcing new material from vintage suppliers.

Maintenance Schedule and
Lubrication Points
To  keep  the  lift  system  working  smoothly,  the  manual  specifies
which components need grease or oil and how often. Common
points include the spring-loaded lift arms, the cable pulleys, and
the corner locks. Using the wrong lubricant or missing a point can
lead to stiff operation or premature wear.

WHERE TO FIND A 1989 PALOMINO POP UP CAMPER
MANUAL

Finding an original paper manual can be challenging, but several
options exist:

Online PDF repositories: Websites like ManualsLib,
Camping World’s manual archive, or dedicated vintage RV
forums often have scanned copies of the 1989 Palomino
Pop Up Camper Manual. Search using the exact phrase
plus your model number.
eBay and Etsy: Sellers sometimes offer original printed
manuals or high-quality reproductions. Be sure to check the
publication date and model compatibility.
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Palomino RV customer service: While the company may
no longer stock 1989 manuals, they sometimes retain old
digital files and can email a PDF upon request.
RV salvage yards: If you are near a large yard that
specializes in vintage campers, you might find an original
manual tucked inside a glove compartment of a similar
model.

HOW TO USE THE MANUAL FOR RESTORATION AND
REPAIR

If you are restoring a 1989 Palomino pop-up camper, the manual
is your best friend. Here are some practical ways to apply its
information:

Identify Parts by Original
Part Numbers
The  manual  often  includes  an  exploded  parts  diagram  with
numbered components. This makes ordering replacement parts
from  suppliers  like  Vintage  Trailer  Works  or  Palomino  parts
dealers much easier. For example, if your lift cable snaps, the
manual will specify the exact length, diameter, and attachment
method.

Check Torque and Load
Specifications
When bolting the camper to your truck bed or trailer, using the
correct torque is vital. The manual states the maximum roof load
for  sleeping,  the  proper  hitch  weight,  and  the  recommended
torque for wheel lug nuts. Ignoring these can lead to dangerous
sway or even detachment.

Diagnose Common
Problems
Many  issues  with  older  pop-ups—such  as  the  roof  not  lifting
evenly, lights flickering, or water not pumping—are covered in a
troubleshooting section of the manual. By following the logical
steps (check fuse, inspect ground wires, test switch), you can
often fix the problem without professional help.

DIGITAL ALTERNATIVES AND AFTERMARKET GUIDES

While the original manual is ideal, several aftermarket resources
can supplement it:

Online video tutorials: YouTube channels like "PopUp1.
Princess" or "RV Repair Guy" often demonstrate setups and
repairs specific to vintage Palomino models.
Forum communities: Websites like PopUpPortal.com2.
have dedicated threads for 1989 Palomino owners.
Members share scanned manual pages and personal
experience.
Reprinted manuals: Some publishers compile generic3.
pop-up camper manuals that cover multiple brands, but be
cautious—they may not include your specific wiring
diagram.

Always cross-reference any aftermarket advice with your original
1989 Palomino Pop Up Camper Manual to ensure accuracy.

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS FOR A VINTAGE CAMPER

Using  the  manual  is  not  just  about  convenience—it’s  about
safety. Over time, components degrade. The manual reminds you
to inspect the following before each trip:

Roof seals and gaskets: Prevent water leaks that cause
rot.
Lift cables and springs: Look for fraying or rust.
Electrical connections: Check for corrosion at battery
terminals and ground points.
Propane lines: Use a soap-and-water solution to detect
leaks per the manual’s instructions.
Tire condition: The manual recommends replacing tires
over six years old, regardless of tread depth.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Many owners ignore the manual’s warnings about overloading
the roof rack or using a pressure washer on the canvas. Both can
lead  to  irreparable  damage.  Another  frequent  error  is  using
standard automotive grease on the lift mechanism instead of the
light lithium grease specified in the manual, which can cause the
system to bind in cold weather.

PRESERVING YOUR MANUAL FOR FUTURE USE

Once you have a copy of the 1989 Palomino Pop Up Camper
Manual, protect it. Paper manuals from the 1980s are prone to
yellowing and tearing. Consider these tips:

Place the manual in a clear plastic page protector sleeve.
Store it in a waterproof bag inside the camper—not in the
glovebox where sun and heat degrade it.
Scan every page at high resolution and save the file on at
least two devices (computer, cloud drive, USB). You can
also print a backup copy.

RESTORATION RESOURCES FOR 1989 PALOMINO
OWNERS

Beyond the manual, you will need additional resources to bring
your camper back to its original glory. Here are some trusted
recommendations:

Suppliers for Vintage Parts
Palomino Parts (by Forest River): They still support
some older models and may have lift handles, window
parts, or decals.
Canvas Replacements: Companies like Bear Creek
Canvas or Topp's Canvas can sew new canvas based on
your original pattern—use your manual for exact
measurements.
Electrical Upgrades: If you want to convert to LED lights
or add solar, the manual’s wiring diagram is essential for
planning the new circuit without overloading the system.

Using the Manual for
Towing Setup
The 1989 manual  includes  the  dry  weight,  hitch  weight,  and
recommended  tow  vehicle  specifications.  For  a  pop-up  camper,
payload is often the limiting factor. The manual will tell you if
your  camper  requires  a  weight  distribution hitch—many 1989
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models do not, but it is still  wise to check. Never exceed the
manual’s gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR).

CONCLUSION

Whether you are a first-time owner or a seasoned vintage camper
enthusiast, the 1989 Palomino Pop Up Camper Manual is an
indispensable  tool.  It  preserves  the  original  engineering

knowledge,  ensures  your  safety,  and  helps  you  maintain  the
camper for decades to come. By tracking down a copy, studying
its details, and applying its guidance, you will not only protect
your investment but also enjoy countless trouble-free camping
trips. Remember, a manual isn’t just paperwork—it’s the key to
unlocking  the  full  potential  of  your  1989  Palomino  pop-up
camper. Treat it with care, and it will help you create memories
that last a lifetime.


