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DISCOVERING
TASMANIA: A
GUIDE TO THE
ISLAND STATE
THROUGH ITS
CITIES AND TOWNS

Tasmania,  Australia's
island state,  is  a  land
of  dramatic  contrasts.
Rugged  mounta in
ranges  give  way  to
fertile  valleys,  dense
temperate  rainforests
b o r d e r  p r i s t i n e
coastlines,  and  quiet
rural hamlets sit not far
from  vibrant  urban
centers.  For  anyone
planning  a  v is i t ,  a
relocation,  or  simply
seeking to  understand

this  unique  corner  of
the  wor ld ,  a  good
mental  image  of  the
map of Tasmania with
cities  is  an  essential
starting  point.  More
than just a collection of
dots  and  lines,  this
map tells  the story of
h o w  p e o p l e  h a v e
settled, connected, and
thrived  in  one  of  the
most  geographically
d ist inct  p laces  on
Earth.  Understanding
where the major cities
lie,  how  the  smaller
towns  are  distributed,
and  what  connects
them all provides a rich
c o n t e x t  f o r
a p p r e c i a t i n g
everything  Tasmania
has  to  offer.
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When  you  first  glance
at a map of Tasmania
with  cities,  the  shape
itself  is  immediately
recognizable.  It  has
been  described  as  a
heart, a shield, or even
a  stylized  devil.  The
state  is  divided  by  a
c e n t r a l  s p i n e  o f
m o u n t a i n s  a n d
wilderness,  which  has
historically  channeled
settlement  along  the
northern  coast,  the
eastern seaboard,  and
the  southern  reaches
around  the  Derwent
E s t u a r y .  T h i s
geography has created
distinct  regions,  each
with its own character,
economy, and charm.

HOBART: THE
SOUTHERN
CAPITAL AND
CULTURAL HEART

No discussion of a map
of Tasmania with cities
is  complete  without
starting at its southern

anchor.  Hobart,  the
state  capital,  sits  on
the  sho res  o f  t he
Derwent River, directly
beneath  the  imposing
peak  o f  kunany i  /
Mount  Wellington.  As
the  second  o ldest
capital city in Australia,
Hobart  possesses  a
rich colonial  history, a
thriving  contemporary
arts scene, and a deep
connect ion  to  the
surrounding  natural
environment.
On  the  map,  Hobart
radiates  outward  from
the historic  waterfront
at Sullivans Cove. The
city  centre  itself  is
relatively compact, but
the  greater  Hobart
area  stretches  along
the Derwent River both
north and south. To the
west,  suburbs  l ike
Sandy Bay and Battery
Point  climb  the  lower
slopes of the mountain,
offering  breathtaking
views.  To  the  east,



Map Of Tasmania With Cities 3

3

across  the  Tasman
Bridge, lie communities
such  as  Bel ler ive,
Rosny,  and  Howrah,
which form the City of
Clarence. Further south
a long  the  eastern
shore,  the  town  of
Kingston  marks  the
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e
Channel  reg ion,  a
s t r i n g  o f  c o a s t a l
communities  leading
toward the entrance to
the  D'Entrecasteaux
Channel.
Hobart is not merely a
dot on the map; it is a
living,  breathing  city
that  functions  as  the
e c o n o m i c  a n d
administrative  hub  of
the state. Its port is a
major  gateway  for
Antarctic  research
vessels  and  cruise
ships, and its markets,
especially  the  famous
Salamanca  Market,
draw visitors and locals
alike. When you study
a  deta i led  map  o f

Tasmania  with  cities,
you notice how Hobart
seems  somewha t
isolated  from the  rest
of the state, connected
to  the  north  primarily
b y  t h e  M i d l a n d
Highway,  a  route  that
c u t s  t h r o u g h  t h e
central valley between
the  Eastern  Tiers  and
the Central Highlands.

Key
Suburbs
and
Satellite
Towns
Around
Hobart

Glenorchy:
Located just
north of the city
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centre, this is a
major
commercial and
industrial hub in
its own right.
Kingston:
Effectively the
southernmost
major suburb, it
serves as the
gateway to the
far south and the
Huon Valley.
Huonville: A
significant town
about a 40-
minute drive
south, nestled in
the fertile Huon
Valley and
famous for apple
orchards and
aquaculture.
Richmond: A
historic village
east of Hobart,
famous for its
well-preserved
Georgian
architecture and
the iconic
Richmond

Bridge, a popular
day-trip
destination that
appears on many
tourist-oriented
maps of
Tasmania with
cities marked for
their heritage
value.

LAUNCESTON: THE
NORTHERN HUB

Moving  north  on  any
map of Tasmania with
c i t ies ,  the  second
major urban centre you
e n c o u n t e r  i s
Launceston. Situated in
the  Tamar  Val ley ,
where  the  North  Esk
and  South  Esk  Rivers
converge  to  form  the
T a m a r  R i v e r ,
Launceston  is  the
c o m m e r c i a l  a n d
c u l t u r a l  h e a r t  o f
northern  Tasmania.  It
is  a  city  of  beautiful
parks,  grand  Victorian
architecture,  and  a
strong sense of history.
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Launceston's  location
o n  t h e  m a p  i s
strategic. It lies at the
crossroads  of  major
transport  routes.  To
the north, the Tasman
Highway  leads  to  the
c o a s t a l  t o w n s  o f
B r i d p o r t  a n d  t h e
famous  Barnbougle
Dunes golf links. To the
northwest,  the  Bass
Highway  connects  to
the  industrial  port
cities of Devonport and
Burnie. To the east, the
highway winds through
the  mountains  toward
the east coast and the
p o p u l a r  t o u r i s t
dest inat ions  of  St
Helens,  Bicheno,  and
Freycinet  National
Park. To the south, the
M id land  H ighway
connects  Launceston
directly  to  Hobart,
making it the essential
l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e
state's  two  largest
cities.
The  modern  city  of

Launceston is  a  blend
o f  l i gh t  i ndus t ry ,
t o u r i s m ,  a n d
a g r i c u l t u r e .  T h e
surrounding  Tamar
V a l l e y  i s  o n e  o f
Australia's  premier
wine  regions,  and  the
city itself is home to a
thriving food and craft
beverage scene. When
reviewing  a  detailed
map of Tasmania with
cities, you will see that
Launceston's  urban
footpr in t  i s  qu i te
contained,  nestled
comfortably within the
valley,  with  suburbs
c l i m b i n g  t h e
surrounding  hillsides.
T h e  c i t y  h a s  a
p o p u l a t i o n  o f
approximately  90,000,
making  it  the  third
l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n
Tasmania after  Hobart
and, in terms of urban
area,  i t  competes
c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e
combined population of
the  northwest  coast
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centres.

Important
Towns in
the
Launcest
on
Region

Exeter and
Legana: Rapidly
growing outer
suburbs and
satellite towns
along the Tamar
River, popular for
their rural
lifestyle and
proximity to the
city.
Longford: A
historic town
south of
Launceston,
known for its

well-preserved
colonial buildings
and agricultural
show.
Scottsdale: The
main service
town for the
northeast of the
state, situated in
a rich agricultural
and forestry
region.
Deloraine: A
charming town at
the foot of the
Great Western
Tiers, west of
Launceston,
known for its arts
and crafts
community. It is
a gateway to the
Central
Highlands and
appears
prominently on
any
comprehensive
map of Tasmania
with cities in the
north.
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THE NORTH WEST
COAST:
DEVONPORT,
BURNIE, AND THE
COASTAL STRIP

The northwest coast of
Tasmania  presents  a
u n i q u e  u r b a n
geography.  Rather
than a single dominant
city,  this  region  is
characterized  by  a
string  of  towns  and
cities spread along the
Bass  Highway,  each
with  its  own  distinct
identity.  For  anyone
looking  at  a  map  of
Tasmania  with  cities,
this  corridor  is  clearly
defined,  stretching
f r o m  t h e  p o r t  o f
Devonport  in  the east
to the industrial city of
Burnie in the west, and
continuing  on  to  the
s m a l l e r  t o w n s  o f
Wynyard,  Smithton,
and Stanley on the far
northwestern tip.
D e v o n p o r t  i s  t h e

primary  arrival  point
for  many  visitors,  as
the Spirit  of  Tasmania
ferries dock here from
Melbourne. It  is a city
o f  a round  25 ,000
people  and  serves  as
the  service  centre  for
the central north coast.
I ts  locat ion  at  the
mouth  of  the  Mersey
R i v e r  m a k e s  i t  a
natural  transport  hub.
The city has a working
port, a growing tourism
sector,  and  strong
agricultural links to the
surrounding  fertile
farmland.
Burnie,  located  about
50  kilometers  west  of
Devonport,  is  a  more
i n d u s t r i a l  c i t y ,
historically built around
mining,  forestry,  and
paper  manufacturing.
In recent years, Burnie
has  been  reinventing
itself,  focusing on arts
and  cu l tu re ,  w i th
attractions  like  the
B u r n i e  R e g i o n a l
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Museum and a growing
reputation  for  public
art .  I t  remains  the
largest city on the far
northwest coast and a
key  centre  for  the
region's  economy.
Fur ther  west ,  the
towns become smaller
a n d  m o r e  r u r a l .
W y n y a r d  i s  a
picturesque  coastal
town at  the mouth of
the  Inglis  River,  while
Smithton  is  the  main
service  centre  for  the
circular  head  farming
and forestry region. At
the  very  t ip  of  the
northwest,  the historic
town  of  Stanley  sits
beneath  the  dramatic
volcanic plug known as
The  Nut,  offering
stunning coastal views
and  a  gl impse  into
Tasman ia ' s  ea r l y
colonial  history.  A
d e t a i l e d  m a p  o f
Tasmania  with  cities
w i l l  s h o w  t h e s e
s e t t l e m e n t s  a l l

connected by the Bass
Highway,  a  lifeline  for
the region.

Other
Notable
Centres
on the
North
West
Coast

Penguin: A
small coastal
town known for
its fairy penguin
colony and
relaxed
beachside
atmosphere.
Ulverstone: A
popular family
holiday
destination
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situated on the
banks of the
Leven River,
roughly halfway
between
Devonport and
Burnie.
Latrobe: A
historic town just
inland from
Devonport,
known for its
antique shops
and the annual
Christmas
parade.
Sheffield:
Famous as the
"Town of Murals,"
located inland
from Devonport
at the foot of
Mount Roland.
This town is a
popular detour
for travelers
exploring the
map of Tasmania
with cities and
towns in the
northwest inland
region.

THE EAST COAST:
A TOURIST
PARADISE

The  eas t  coas t  o f
Tasmania  presents  a
very  different  urban
pattern.  The  map  of
Tasmania  with  cities
along  this  coastline
shows  a  se r i es  o f
smal ler  towns  and
v i l l a g e s ,  s t r u n g
t o g e t h e r  b y  t h e
Tasman Highway, with
no  single  large  city
dominating the region.
Instead, the east coast
is  defined  by  its
s tunn ing  na tu ra l
attractions,  beautiful
beaches,  and  relaxed
coastal lifestyle.
The  southern  end  of
the  east  coast  begins
just  outside  Hobart,
with  the  historic  town
of Sorell serving as the
gateway.  From  there,
the  road  continues  to
the  Fores t ie r  and
Tasman  Peninsulas,
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home  to  the  famous
Port  Arthur  Historic
Site,  the  Tessellated
P a v e m e n t ,  a n d
dramatic sea cliffs. The
towns  here  are  small,
with  Eaglehawk  Neck,
Nubeena,  and  Port
Arthur itself  being the
main settlements.
Further  north,  the
coastal town of Orford
sits at the mouth of the
P r o s s e r  R i v e r ,  a
p o p u l a r  h o l i d a y
destination. Continuing
north,  you  reach  the
stunning  Freycinet
Peninsula and the town
o f  Co l e s  Bay ,  t he
gateway  to  Wineglass
Bay,  one  of  the  most
photographed beaches
i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e
nearby town of Bicheno
i s  a  ma jo r  tour i s t
centre,  famous  for  its
blowhole,  penguin
tours,  and  excellent
seafood.
Further  north  still,  St
Helens  is  the  largest

town on the east coast,
located  on  Georges
Bay.  It  is  the  fishing
and tourism capital  of
the region, with a large
fleet  of  commercial
and recreational fishing
boats.  The  town  of
Scamander,  between
Bicheno and St Helens,
is  another  popular
beachside  destination.
The east coast's urban
centres  are  primarily
focused on tourism and
fishing,  and  they  swell
significantly  in
population  during  the
s u m m e r  h o l i d a y
season. A good map of
Tasmania with cities in
this region will show a
network  o f  smal l ,
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
communi t ies  that
thrive on their  natural
beauty.

THE WEST COAST:
WILDERNESS AND
MINING TOWNS

The  west  coas t  o f
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Tasmania  is  a  land
apart.  Dominated  by
the vast wilderness of
t h e  T a s m a n i a n
Wi lderness  Wor ld
Heritage  Area,  this
region has a scattered
and sparse population.
The  map of  Tasmania
with cities on the west
coast  tells  a  story  of
mining  booms,  harsh
c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d
incredible  natural
beauty.
Queenstown  is  the
most  famous  west
coast town, nestled in
a  steep  val ley  and
s u r r o u n d e d  b y
dramatically  eroded
hillsides,  the  result  of
h i s t o r i c  m i n i n g
practices  and  the  use
of pyritic smelting that
killed  all  vegetation.
Today,  Queenstown  is
a town of around 2,000
people,  with  a  r ich
h i s to ry ,  a  un ique
landscape ,  and  a
g r o w i n g  t o u r i s m

industry  centered  on
t h e  W e s t  C o a s t
Wilderness  Railway
a n d  t h e  n e a r b y
wilderness  areas.
Strahan  is  the  main
tourist hub on the west
coast,  located  on  the
shores  of  Macquarie
Harbour. This beautiful
town is  the  departure
point for cruises on the
harbour, visits to Sarah
Island, and a gateway
to the Franklin-Gordon
Wild  Rivers  National
Park.  Strahan is  much
s m a l l e r  t h a n
Queenstown  but  is  a
vital centre for visitors
exploring the region.
Other  settlements  on
the west coast include
Z e e h a n ,  a n o t h e r
historic  mining  town
with  a  fascinat ing
m u s e u m ,  a n d
Rosebery, a town that
still supports an active
mining  operat ion.
Further  north,  the
c o a s t a l  t o w n  o f
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Marrawah is  a  remote
surfing  destination,
and Arthur River marks
the  end  of  the  road,
where  the  famous
"Edge  of  the  World"
lookout offers a view of
the relentless Southern
O c e a n .  T h e  w e s t
coast's  population  is
small, but its presence
o n  a n y  m a p  o f
Tasmania with cities is
c r u c i a l  f o r
understanding  the
s t a t e ' s  d i v e r s e
geography and history.

UNDERSTANDING
THE CENTRAL
HIGHLANDS AND
INLAND TOWNS

The centre of Tasmania
is  dominated  by  the
Central  Highlands,  a

v a s t  p l a t e a u  o f
mountains,  lakes,  and
moorlands. This region
is  sparsely  populated,
with only a handful of
s m a l l  t o w n s  a n d
settlements serving as
bases for hydro-electric
operations, fishing, and
tour ism.  The  most
notable  town  in  this
r e g i o n  i s  M i e n a ,
located  on  the  shores
of the Great Lake. It is
a  popular  destination
for  trout  fishing  and
winter  snow  sports.
O t h e r  s m a l l
settlements  include
Tarraleah,  a  former
h y d r o - e l e c t r i c
construction  village,
a n d  H a m i l t o n ,  a
historic  town  on  the
edge of the highlands.
A detailed map


