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DISCOVERING THE MAGIC OF "I SEE A SONG" BY ERIC
CARLE

In the vast and colorful world of children's literature, few names
resonate as deeply as Eric Carle. Known for his iconic works like
The Very Hungry Caterpillar and Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What
Do You See?, Carle has a unique ability to blend simple narratives
with  stunning,  textured  illustrations.  Yet  among  his  many
treasures, one book stands out for its extraordinary departure
from traditional storytelling: "I See A Song" by Eric Carle. This
wordless picture book invites readers, young and old, to embark
on a journey where music becomes visible and colors dance to an
invisible tune. In this article, we will explore the magic of this
remarkable book, its artistic brilliance, its educational value, and
why it continues to inspire creativity decades after its publication.

A WORDLESS SYMPHONY: WHAT IS "I SEE A SONG"?

First  published in 1973, "I See A Song" by Eric Carle  is  a
wordless  picture  book  that  challenges  the  conventional
boundaries of reading. Instead of relying on text to tell a story,
Carle uses vibrant,  abstract  illustrations to represent the flow of
music. The book opens with a simple premise: a violinist plays a
melody, and as the music unfolds, colors and shapes emerge
from his  instrument,  swirling  across  the pages.  There are  no
words—only an invitation to "see" the song. This concept, often
described as visual music or synesthesia in children's books,
encourages readers to interpret the images through their own
imagination and emotions.

The Unique Format of a
Wordless Book
Wordless books are rare gems in the literary world, and "I See A
Song" by Eric Carle is a shining example of why they matter.
Without text, the reader becomes the storyteller. Every child or
adult  who  opens  this  book  will  experience  a  different  narrative,
guided solely  by the progression of  colors  and forms.  Carle’s
illustrative  technique—using  hand-painted  tissue  paper
collage—adds  layers  of  texture  and  depth.  The  pages  flow from
calm blues and greens to explosive reds and yellows, mimicking
the crescendos and decrescendos of a musical piece. This format
not only sparks creativity but also develops visual literacy and
narrative skills in young readers.

THE ARTIST BEHIND THE SONG: ERIC CARLE’S
CREATIVE VISION

Eric Carle was not only a writer but a visual artist of exceptional
talent. His distinctive collage style, created by painting on tissue
paper and then cutting and layering shapes, gave his illustrations
a  luminous  quality.  In  "I  See A Song"  by  Eric  Carle,  this
technique is on full display. But what makes this book particularly
special is its direct connection to Carle’s own love for music and
art. He once said that he wanted to create a book that felt like
listening to a symphony—a book that could be "read" with the
eyes and the heart.

Synesthesia: When Senses
Blend
The concept behind "I See A Song" by Eric Carle  is deeply
rooted  in  the  phenomenon  of  synesthesia,  where  one  sense
triggers another. Some people genuinely see colors when they
hear music. Carle’s book invites all readers, synesthetes or not,
to experience this cross-sensory perception. The violinist’s bow
draws out ribbons of color; a glow of orange might represent a
joyful  note,  while  a  cascade of  deep purple  might  suggest  a
melancholic passage. By presenting music as a visual landscape,
Carle helps children understand abstract concepts like melody,
rhythm, and mood in a tangible way.

EDUCATIONAL VALUE: WHY "I SEE A SONG" BELONGS
IN EVERY CLASSROOM

Teachers and parents have long recognized the power of "I See
A Song" by Eric  Carle  as  an educational  tool.  Its  wordless
nature  makes  it  accessible  to  pre-readers,  English  language
learners,  and  children  with  reading  difficulties.  Moreover,  it
serves as a springboard for a wide range of activities across the
curriculum.

Developing Narrative and
Language Skills
When children are presented with a wordless book like "I See A
Song" by Eric Carle, they are compelled to create their own
story. This practice builds vocabulary, sentence structure, and
sequencing abilities. A teacher might ask, "What do you think is
happening on this page? What color do you see next, and what
does it make you feel?" Such open-ended questions encourage
critical thinking and verbal expression. Older children can even
write their own text to accompany the illustrations, turning the
visual symphony into a written narrative.

Art and Music Integration
One of the most enriching ways to use "I See A Song" by Eric
Carle  in the classroom is to pair it  with actual music. Play a
classical piece—such as Vivaldi’s Four Seasons  or Saint-Saëns’
Carnival of the Animals—and ask children to create their own
illustrations  inspired  by  what  they  hear.  Then,  compare  their
creations to Carle’s pages. This activity reinforces the connection
between auditory and visual arts, teaching children that creative
expression comes in many forms. The book also lends itself to
lessons on color theory: why does Carle use warm colors for high-
pitched sounds and cool colors for low notes? Younger children
can explore mixing paints to achieve similar textures, while older
students can study the emotional impact of color in art.

Social-Emotional Learning
Because  "I  See  A  Song"  by  Eric  Carle  has  no  words,  it
becomes a mirror for the reader’s own emotional state. A child
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feeling happy might see bright, explosive shapes; a child who is
tired or sad might focus on the softer, darker sections. Discussing
these interpretations helps children articulate their feelings and
recognize  that  others  may  perceive  the  same image  differently.
This  fosters  empathy  and  emotional  intelligence—essential
components  of  social-emotional  learning.

ARTISTIC ANALYSIS: THE VISUAL LANGUAGE OF "I
SEE A SONG"

To fully appreciate "I See A Song" by Eric Carle, one must look
closely at its artistic execution. Carle’s collages are built from
layers of hand-painted tissue paper, each sheet dyed with rich,
translucent colors. The pages are filled with swirls, splashes, and
organic shapes that flow from left to right, mimicking the forward
movement  of  music.  Unlike  his  more  representational  works
(such as an animal or a caterpillar), here the shapes are purely
abstract.  A  circle  might  float  like  a  single  note;  a  jagged  line
could represent a sharp staccato. This abstraction invites viewers
to project their own meanings onto the imagery.

Comparing to Other Eric
Carle Works
Fans of Eric Carle will notice familiar stylistic elements in "I See
A Song"  by Eric  Carle—the  bright  colors,  the  tissue  paper
texture, the white backgrounds. However, it stands apart from his
other books because of its lack of narrative characters. The violin
player appears only at the beginning and end; the rest of the
book is pure visual emotion. In a way, this book is the purest
expression of  Carle’s  artistic  philosophy:  that  art  should be a
sensory experience, not just a vehicle for a story. While The Very
Hungry Caterpillar teaches numbers and days of the week, "I See
A Song" teaches something more intangible: the joy of seeing
music and hearing color.

HOW TO READ "I SEE A SONG" WITH CHILDREN

Because there are no words, some adults might feel unsure about
how to  approach  "I  See A Song" by Eric  Carle  with  their
children. The key is to let the child lead. Here are a few tips for an

engaging reading experience:

Set the mood: Before opening the book, play a soft
instrumental piece. Tell the child, "We’re going to look at a
book that shows us what music looks like."
Use descriptive language: Instead of reading, describe
what you see. "Look at this bright orange swirl! It feels fast
and happy." Ask the child, "What color do you think loud
music would be?"
Encourage sound effects: Let the child make sounds that
match each page—a high "ping" for a tiny dot, a deep
"boom" for a large splash of black.
Extend the activity: After reading, provide paper, paint,
and collage materials so children can create their own
"song pictures." They can listen to a song and paint what
they imagine.

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF "I SEE A SONG"

Decades after its release, "I See A Song" by Eric Carle remains
a beloved and essential  part  of  his  bibliography.  It  has been
praised by educators, art therapists, and parents for its ability to
unlock creativity  in  children who may be reluctant  traditional
readers. The book also embodies a timeless message: that art
and music are universal languages, capable of communicating
without  a  single  word.  In  a  world  increasingly  dominated  by
screens and text, Carle’s wordless symphony reminds us of the
power of imagination and the beauty of seeing the world through
a different lens.

CONCLUSION

To experience "I See A Song" by Eric Carle is to rediscover the
wonder of childhood, where colors can be heard and melodies
can be seen.  This  wordless picture book is  more than just  a
reading exercise—it is an invitation to listen with your eyes and
paint  with  your  ears.  It  teaches  us  that  creativity  knows  no
bounds and that the connection between art and emotion is one
of the most profound gifts we can offer a child. Whether you are a
parent, teacher, or lifelong fan of Eric Carle, this book deserves a
special place on your shelf, ready to be opened whenever you
need a reminder that music, and art, live within us all.


