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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
POWER OF A
BLUEPRINT FOR
BLACK
PROSPERITY

In the vast landscape
of personal
development literature,
few books have
achieved the legendary
status of Napoleon
Hill's Think and Grow
Rich. First published in
1937, it distilled the
success philosophies of
hundreds of wealthy
individuals into a
timeless formula. Yet,
for decades, a critical
question lingered:

could this formula truly
apply to everyone,
especially those facing
the unique historical
and systemic
challenges of being
Black in America? The
answer arrived in 1991
with Dr. Dennis
Kimbro's masterwork,
Think And Grow Rich
A Black Choice. This
isn't merely an
adaptation; it is a
powerful re-
contextualization. Dr.
Kimbro took Hill's
universal principles
and wove them
through the specific
lens of the African
American experience,
creating a roadmap
that addresses the
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soul, the struggle, and
the triumph of Black
entrepreneurship and
wealth-building. This
article explores the
profound insights of
this book and why it

remains a vital
resource for
empowerment and
financial
independence.

THE UNFINISHED
SYMPHONY: WHY
A "BLACK CHOICE"
WAS NECESSARY

To understand the
impact of Think And
Grow Rich A Black
Choice, we must first
acknowledge the gap it
filled. Napoleon Hill's
original work was
brilliant, but it was
largely based on the
lives of white

principles—desire,
faith,

persistence—were
universal, the pathway
often assumed a level
of access, social
capital, and inherited
opportunity that was
not the reality for most
Black Americans in the
20th century. Dr.
Kimbro recognized that
the African American
community needed a
version that spoke
directly to its historical

trauma, cultural
strengths, and unique
obstacles. He

interviewed hundreds
of successful Black
men and women, from
Oprah Winfrey to John
H. Johnson, and
synthesized their
journeys with Hill's
philosophy. The result
is a book that validates

industrialists like .
, the struggle while
Andrew Carnegie, T .
providing a practical,
Henry Ford, and rituall ded
Thomas Edison. While spiritually groun ,e
system for overcoming
the core
2 Think And Grow Rich A Black 2025-03-23

Choice



Think And Grow Rich A Black Choice 3

Bridging
the Gap
Between
Hill's
Vision
and Black
Reality

The genius of Think
And Grow Rich A
Black Choice lies in its
ability to transform
abstract concepts into
deeply resonant tools.
For example, Hill's
principle of "faith" is
expanded to address
the historical doubt
instilled by centuries of
oppression. The book
reframes faith not just
as religious belief, but

as an unshakable belief
in one’s own capacity
to succeed despite
external negativity. It
gives permission to
dream big when the
world constantly tells
you to be small. Dr.
Kimbro also tackles
"definiteness of
purpose” by
encouraging readers to
create a legacy, not
just a living. This is a
crucial distinction—the
book argues that for
Black individuals,
personal success is
often intertwined with
community uplift,
creating a powerful
motivational force that
goes beyond mere
financial gain.

CORE PRINCIPLES
REIMAGINED FOR
SUCCESS

Dr. Kimbro
systematically adapts
each of Napoleon Hill's
13 steps to prosperity.




The keyword Think
And Grow Rich A
Black Choice is not a
passive title; it
emphasizes agency.
The book insists that
despite the cards you
are dealt, you have the
power to choose your
mindset, your actions,
and your destiny. Let
us examine a few of
these reimagined
principles.

Burning
Desire

and the
Psycholo

gy of
Freedom

Hill taught that a
burning desire is the
starting point of all

achievement. In Think
And Grow Rich A
Black Choice, this
desire is framed not
merely as a want, but
as a powerful reaction
to historical limitation.
Dr. Kimbro explains
that the very pressure
of systemic racism can
be channeled into an
explosive drive for
excellence. He shares
stories of Black
entrepreneurs who
turned the pain of
rejection and
segregation into the
fuel for building
empires. The desire is
not just for money, but
for the wultimate
freedom: the freedom
to define one’'s own
life. This section in the
book is deeply
emotional, helping
readers transform any
sense of victimhood
into a burning,
purposeful ambition.

4 Think And Grow Rich A Black 2025-03-23
Choice



Think And Grow Rich A Black Choice 5

Faith:
Seeing
the
Invisible
and
Believing
the
Incredible

Faith is the second
step, and Dr. Kimbro
treats it with
extraordinary depth.
For a community that
has been
systematically told it
cannot succeed, faith
must be cultivated
intentionally. The book
provides specific
affirmations and
mental exercises

rooted in both spiritual
tradition and
psychological research.
Think And Grow Rich
A Black Choice
teaches that faith is a
decision, not a feeling.
It instructs readers to
create a strong mental
image of their success
and to hold that image
against all evidence to
the contrary. This
principle is particularly
powerful for Black
individuals who may
lack visible role models
in certain fields. The
book says, "If you can
see it in your mind, you
can hold it in your
hand.'

OVERCOMING THE
“IMPOSSIBLE"
THROUGH
SPECIALIZED
KNOWLEDGE

Napoleon Hill
emphasized the
importance of
specialized knowledge.



In Think And Grow
Rich A Black Choice,
Dr. Kimbro adds a
critical layer: the
necessity of over-
preparation. He argues

that because of
prejudice and
stereotypes, Black
professionals often

must be twice as good
to get half the credit.
Therefore, the pursuit
of knowledge is not

just about self-
improvement; it is a
strategic necessity.

The book encourages
gathering knowledge
from both formal
education and life
experience, but most
importantly, it
emphasizes the "how
to" of organizing and
applying that
knowledge. It discusses
the power of mentors,
mastermind alliances,
and the deliberate
acquisition of skills that
are in high demand.

The concept of "Black
Excellence" is not just
a hashtag; it is a
survival and success
strategy detailed
throughout the text.

The
Mastermi
nd
Principle:
The
Power of
Collective
Genius

Hill’s mastermind
principle—the

coordination of
knowledge and effort
between two or more
people for a common
purpose—is given a
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deeply cultural
dimension. Dr. Kimbro
points to the historical
tradition of "collective
economics" in Black
communities, from
fraternal organizations
to church cooperatives.
Think And Grow Rich
A Black Choice
reframes the
mastermind as a
modern-day version of
the village. It
encourages Black
professionals to form
strategic alliances that
go beyond casual
networking. These are
sacred bonds where
ideas are shared,
resources are pooled,
and accountability is
maintained. The book
provides examples of
how Black business
leaders used
masterminds to break
into industries that
were historically closed
to them, proving that
who you journey with is

just as important as
where you are going.

PERSISTENCE AND
THE ART OF
TURNING
SETBACKS INTO
COMEBACKS

No discussion of Think
And Grow Rich A
Black Choice would
be complete without
exploring persistence.
For African Americans,
the history of setbacks
is not a personal
failure; it is a collective
narrative of resilience.
Dr. Kimbro reframes
failure as feedback. He
shares powerful stories
of Black entrepreneurs
who faced bankruptcy,
discrimination, and
personal tragedy, and
used each as a
stepping stone. The
book teaches that
persistence is not
stubbornness; it is the
conscious continuation
of effort after the world



has told you to quit. It
provides a
psychological toolkit
for handling rejection,
including the technique
of "autosuggestion"
(talking to oneself) to
reprogram the mind for
endurance. The
message is clear:
because the road is
harder, the
commitment must be
deeper.

PRACTICAL
APPLICATION:
MAKING THE
PRINCIPLES WORK
TODAY

Reading Think And
Grow Rich A Black
Choice is only the first
step. Dr. Kimbro
designed the book as a
workbook for life. Here
are practical ways
modern readers can
apply its lessons:

e Define Your
Burning Desire

with Clarity:
Write down
exactly what you
want, why you
want it, and what
you will give in
return. Be
specific about
the amount of
money, the
service you will
provide, and the
timeline.

Create a Faith
Ritual: Spend 30
minutes every
day in a quiet
place, visualizing
your goal as
already
achieved. Feel
the emotions of
success. Repeat
positive
affirmations that
counteract
negative
programming.
Build Your
Mastermind
Group: Identify
one to three
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people who are
committed to
growth. Meet
weekly to share
ideas, solve
problems, and
hold each other
accountable.
Invest in
Specialized
Knowledge:
Identify the one
skill that will
move you closer
to your goal.
Take a course,
read a book, or
find a mentor
who can teach it
to you.
Practice the
"One More"
Philosophy:
When you feel
like giving up, do
one more call,
write one more
page, or make
one more
connection. This
is how
persistence is

built.

INSPIRING
SUCCESS STORIES
FROM THE BOOK

Dr. Kimbro’s research
included interviews
with dozens of Black
millionaires and
leaders. The book is
filled with their real-life
examples that
illustrate the principles
in action. Consider the
story of a man who
started a business with
a borrowed typewriter
and grew it into a
multi-million dollar
publishing empire. Or
the woman who
overcame poverty and
domestic abuse to
become a leading real
estate developer. Each
story in Think And
Grow Rich A Black
Choice serves as a
proof of concept. They
demonstrate that the
principles are not
theoretical; they have



been tested against
the harshest realities
and proven effective.
These narratives
provide the crucial
element of hope—they
show that the blueprint
works if you work the
blueprint.

CONCLUSION:
CLAIMING YOUR
BIRTHRIGHT OF
PROSPERITY

Think And Grow Rich
A Black Choice is far
more than a financial

guide. It is a
psychological liberation
manual. Dr. Dennis

Kimbro took a classic
of success literature
and gave it a soul, a
history, and a future.
He affirmed that the
principles of wealth
creation are colorblind,
but the application
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must be culturally and
historically aware. The
title itself is a powerful
declaration: being rich
is a choice, and that
choice is available to
everyone, including
Black Americans. This
book challenges its
readers to stop hoping
for change and start
being the change. It
calls for a deep
introspection, a
burning desire, and an
unwavering faith.
Whether you are an
aspiring entrepreneur,
a professional seeking
promotion, or an
individual seeking
personal mastery, this
book provides the
timeless tools. The
choice is yours. All you
have to do is think,
grow, and claim your
share of the abundant
universe.
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