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In the pantheon of
legendary SUVs, few
vehicles command the
same level of respect
and nostalgia as the
1998 Toyota 4Runner
Limited Edition. More
than just a mode of
transportation, this
SUV represents a
pivotal moment in
automotive history,
where rugged off-road
capability met
unexpected luxury. For
enthusiasts and

collectors alike, the
1998 model year
stands as a high-water
mark for the third-
generation 4Runner,
offering a blend of
reliability, practicality,
and premium features
that still feels relevant
more than two decades
later. In this
comprehensive guide,
we will explore what
makes the 1998
Toyota 4Runner
Limited Edition such
a sought-after vehicle,
from its powerful
engine options and
refined interior to its
lasting legacy in the
used car market.
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THIRD-

GENERATIO

4RUNNER

Introduced in 1996, the
third-generation

Toyota 4Runner
marked a significant
departure from its
predecessors. The
boxy, utilitarian design
of earlier models gave
way to a more
rounded, aerodynamic
shape that still
retained a
commanding presence
on the road. By 1998,
Toyota had refined this
generation to near
perfection, and the
Limited trim was the
crown jewel of the
lineup. The 1998
Toyota 4Runner
Limited Edition was
designed to appeal to
buyers who wanted an
SUV capable of tackling
tough trails without

vehicle.

'Design
Language
: Rugged
Meets
Refined

From the outside, the
1998 4Runner Limited
Edition is instantly
recognizable. The front
fascia features a
chrome-accented grille
with integrated fog
lights, giving it a
purposeful yet upscale
appearance. Color-
keyed bumpers, side
cladding, and unique
alloy wheels further
distinguish the Limited
trim from its more
basic SR5 counterpart.
The rear-mounted
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spare tire, a hallmark
of the 4Runner design
language, remained
standard, reinforcing
the vehicle's off-road
credentials. The overall
silhouette strikes a
careful balance
between muscle and
elegance, a design
philosophy that has
aged remarkably well.

UNDER THE HOOD:
POWERTRAIN AND
PERFORMANCE

When discussing the
1998 Toyota
4Runner Limited
Edition, the engine
options are a central
topic. Buyers had a
choice between two
robust powertrains,
each catering to
different driving
priorities.

The 3.4-
Liter V6:
The Heart
of the
Limited

The primary engine for
the Limited trim was
the legendary 5VZ-FE
3.4-liter V6. Producing
183 horsepower and
217 Ib-ft of torque, this
engine was a
significant upgrade
over the previous 3.0-
liter V6. It offered a
smooth, linear power
delivery that made
highway merging and
off-road climbing
equally effortless. The
3.4-liter V6 earned a
stellar reputation for
reliability, with many
examples surpassing
300,000 miles with



proper maintenance.
Paired with either a
four-speed automatic
or a five-speed manual
transmission (though
manuals are
exceedingly rare in the

Limited trim), the
drivetrain provided
confidence in nearly

any condition.

The 2.7-
Liter
Four-
Cylinder:
An
Economic
al

Alternativ
e

While less common in
the Limited edition, a
2.7-liter four-cylinder
engine was also
available. This 2RZ-FE
engine produced 150
horsepower and was

known for its
exceptional fuel
economy and

durability. However,
most buyers opting for
the Limited trim chose
the V6, as the premium
features demanded a
powertrain that could
match the vehicle's
sophisticated
character.

OFF-ROAD
CAPABILITY: MORE
THAN JUST A
PRETTY FACE

Despite its luxurious
appointments, the
1998 Toyota 4Runner
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Limited Edition never
forgot its roots as a
capable off-roader. The
body-on-frame
construction, a feature
that would later be
phased out in many
SUVs, provided the
structural rigidity
needed for serious trail
work. The Limited trim
came standard with a
two-speed transfer
case, allowing drivers
to shift into low-range
gearing for crawling
over rocks or through
deep mud.

Available
_ocking
Rear
Differenti

al

One of the most prized
options for off-road
enthusiasts is the
factory locking rear
differential. While not
standard on all Limited
models, when
equipped, this feature
transformed the
4Runner into a genuine
trail-conquering
machine. The locking
diff ensures that both
rear wheels spin
together, providing
maximum traction in
slippery or uneven
terrain. This option
alone makes certain
examples of the 1998
4Runner Limited
Edition highly desirable
among overlanders
and off-road
enthusiasts.



SuSPenst”

THE LIMITED
EXPERIENCE

On aﬂ(‘%tep inside the 1998

4Runner

G rO U na)myifetda Edition, and

Clearance

The 1998 model rode
on a coil-spring front
suspension and a
multi-link rear setup
with coil springs,
offering a smoother
ride than the leaf-
spring setups found in
older SUVs. Ground
clearance was a
generous 9.1 inches,
allowing the 4Runner
to navigate obstacles
without scraping the
undercarriage. Skid
plates protected the oil
pan, transfer case, and
fuel tank, further
enhancing its off-road
durability.

you are greeted by an
interior that was
genuinely luxurious for
its time. The Limited
trim was designed to
compete with premium
SUVs like the Jeep
Grand Cherokee
Limited and the Ford
Explorer Eddie Bauer,
and it succeeded
admirably.

Premium
Leather
and
Wood
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Accents

The most obvious
upgrade in the Limited
was the leather-
trimmed seats.
Available in tan or
gray, the leather was
soft, supportive, and
durable. Front seats
were power-adjustable,
with the driver's seat
offering multiple
positions to
accommodate long
drives. Wood-grain
accents adorned the
dashboard, center
console, and door
panels, adding a warm,
upscale feel that
contrasted nicely with
the rugged exterior.

Convenie
nce

Features
Ahead of
Its Time

The 1998 model came
equipped with a host of
features that were
considered cutting-
edge at the time. An
automatic climate
control system kept
the cabin comfortable
without requiring
constant manual
adjustments. A
premium JBL audio
system with a cassette
player and optional CD
changer delivered crisp
sound. Power windows,
power door locks, and
power mirrors were all
standard, as was a tilt
steering wheel and
cruise control. The
Limited trim also
included a rear window
that rolled down into
the tailgate, a beloved



feature that allowed for
easy access to the
cargo area and a
breezy open-air feel on
nice days.

Space
and
Practicalit

y

The interior of the
1998 4Runner Limited
Edition was designed
with family needs in
mind. The rear bench
seat could comfortably
accommodate three
passengers, and it
folded flat to create a
generous cargo area.
With the rear seats up,
cargo space was
adequate for daily
errands, but folding
them down allowed for
hauling furniture,
camping gear, or

sports equipment. The
tailgate featured a flip-
up glass hatch, making
it easy to load smaller
items without opening
the entire gate.

SAFETY AND
RELIABILITY: BUILT
TO LAST

One of the primary
reasons the 1998
Toyota 4Runner
Limited Edition
remains popular on the
used car market is its
legendary reliability.
Toyota's reputation for
building durable
vehicles is epitomized
by this model. The 3.4-
liter V6 engine is
widely regarded as one
of the most reliable
engines ever produced,
with proper
maintenance ensuring
hundreds of thousands
of miles of trouble-free
operation.
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Safety
Features
for the
Era

In terms of safety, the
1998 4Runner was
well-equipped for its
time. Dual front
airbags were standard,
as were anti-lock
brakes (ABS). The
body-on-frame

construction, while less
forgiving in a crash
than modern unibody
designs, provided a
sturdy safety cell for
occupants. Side-impact
beams offered
additional protection,
and the vehicle's high
ground clearance gave
drivers a commanding
view of the road, a
feature that many
believe enhances

situational awareness.

THE USED
MARKET: WHY THE
1998 4RUNNER
LIMITED STILL
COMMANDS
ATTENTION

As we move further
into the 2020s, the
1998 Toyota 4Runner
Limited Edition has
become something of a
cult classic. Prices for
well-maintained
examples have
remained surprisingly
strong, and in some
cases, have even
appreciated. This is a
testament to the
vehicle's enduring
appeal and the high
regard in which it is
held by the automotive
community.

Factors



Affecting
Value

Several factors
influence the value of a
1998 4Runner Limited
Edition today. Mileage
is, of course, a primary
consideration, but
condition and
maintenance history
are equally important.
A 1998 4Runner with
documented service
records, especially
those showing timing
belt replacements,
transmission fluid
changes, and regular
oil changes, will
command a premium.
Original paint, interior
condition, and the
presence of optional
equipment like the
locking rear differential

also significantly
impact value. Rust is a
major concern,

particularly in northern

10

climates where road
salt is used. Buyers
should thoroughly
inspect the frame,
lower body panels, and
undercarriage for signs
of corrosion.

Common
Issues to
Watch
For

While the 1998
Toyota 4Runner
Limited Edition is
exceptionally reliable,
no vehicle is perfect.
Common issues include
the infamous
"strawberry milkshake"
problem, where
coolant and
transmission fluid mix
due to a failure in the
radiator's internal oil
cooler. This can be
prevented by replacing
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the original radiator
with an upgraded unit.
Other potential
concerns include worn
lower ball joints, which
should be inspected
regularly, and cracked
dashboard panels,
particularly in sun-
exposed regions. These
issues are well-
documented, and
many have been
addressed by the
enthusiast community,
meaning preventative
solutions are readily
available.

OWNING A 1998
4RUNNER LIMITED
TODAY: THE
ENTHUSIAST
EXPERIENCE

Owning a 1998 Toyota
4Runner Limited
Edition is more than
just driving a vehicle; it
is participating in a
community. Forums,
social media groups,
and local meetups are

11

filled with owners who
share tips, parts
sources, and stories of
adventures. The
aftermarket support for
this generation is
robust, with everything
from suspension lifts
and bumpers to
interior restoration kits
readily available. This
makes it easy to
maintain, modify, and
personalize the vehicle
to suit individual tastes
and needs.

Modern
Upgrades
for a
Classic
SUV

Many owners choose to
upgrade their 1998
4Runner Limited
Edition with modern



features. Bluetooth
audio adapters,
upgraded headlights,
and modern

suspension

components can bring
the driving experience
closer to contemporary
standards without
compromising the
vehicle's classic
character. For those
interested in
overlanding, roof racks,
sleeping platforms, and
upgraded tires are
popular modifications
that enhance the
4Runner's already
impressive capabilities.

CONCLUSION: AN
ENDURING LEGACY

The 1998 Toyota
4Runner Limited
Edition occupies a
special place in
automotive history. It
represents a time
when SUVs were still
built on truck frames,
when durability and

12

capability were
paramount, and when
premium features were
genuine enhancements
rather than marketing
gimmicks. For those
who appreciate the
combination of rugged
reliability and
comfortable luxury,
this vehicle remains a
top choice. Whether
you are a seasoned off-
roader, a collector of
classic SUVs, or simply
someone looking for a
dependable vehicle
with character, the
1998 4Runner Limited
Edition delivers on
every front. Its legacy
is secure, and its
appeal continues to
grow with each passing
year. If you have the
opportunity to own
one, you are not just
buying a car; you are
acquiring a piece of
automotive history that
is built to last and
designed to be enjoyed
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for many miles to come.
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