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YOUR GATEWAY TO THE EASTERN
SOUTH COAST: UNDERSTANDING
THE CLOSEST AIRPORT TO LA
ROMANA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Planning a trip to the Dominican
Republic often conjures images of
pristine beaches, lush golf courses, and
vibrant cultural hubs. For many
travelers, the destination of choice is La
Romana, a city on the southeastern
coast known for its upscale resorts, the
iconic Altos de Chavén, and the
sprawling Casa de Campo resort. When
booking your journey, one of the first
logistical questions you will need to
answer is straightforward: what is the
closest airport to La Romana, Dominican
Republic? The direct answer is La
Romana International Airport (LRM),
also known as Casa de Campo
International Airport. However,
depending on your airline, budget, and
itinerary, several other viable options
exist. This guide will walk you through
every detail you need to make an
informed decision.

Understanding your arrival options is
crucial for a stress-free vacation.
Whether you are a first-time visitor or a
seasoned traveler to the Caribbean,
knowing the distance, convenience, and
transportation links from each airport
will save you time and money. We will
explore the primary gateway, La

Romana International Airport, and then
compare it with the other major airports
that serve this region of the Dominican
Republic.

LA ROMANA INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT (LRM): THE OBVIOUS
FIRST CHOICE

As the name suggests, La Romana
International Airport is the nearest and
most convenient airfield for anyone
heading to La Romana, Bayahibe, or the
southeastern resorts. Located just a
short drive from the city center and the
Casa de Campo resort complex, this
airport offers unparalleled convenience.

Distance and
Location

La Romana International Airport is
approximately 4.5 miles (7.2
kilometers) from the center of La
Romana. For travelers staying at Casa
de Campo, the drive is often less than 10
minutes. If you are heading to the
popular beach town of Bayahibe, famous
for its diving and access to Isla Saona,
the drive is roughly 20 to 25 minutes.
This proximity makes LRM the
undisputed champion for proximity and
speed.
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Airlines and
Destinations

While LRM is smaller than the major
international hubs like Punta Cana (PUJ)
or Las Américas (SDQ), it is well-served
by several major carriers, particularly
from North America and Europe. You will
find regular and seasonal flights from:

e Canada: Air Canada Rouge and
Sunwing Airlines offer seasonal
flights.

¢ United States: American Airlines
operates flights from Miami (MIA)
and sometimes Charlotte (CLT).
Delta Air Lines also offers seasonal
service. JetBlue has operated
flights from New York (JFK) and
Boston (BOS).

e Europe: Several charter airlines,
such as TUI Airways and Neos,
connect LRM with the United
Kingdom, Germany, and Italy.

e Regional: Air Century and other
regional carriers may offer
connections from other Caribbean
islands, though these are less
frequent.

Facilities and
Services

Do not let the airport's smaller size
deceive you. La Romana International
Airport is modern, clean, and surprisingly
efficient. It features a single terminal
that is easy to navigate. The arrival
experience is often rated highly because
it is less crowded than the larger
airports. Services include:

e Duty-free shops

e Currency exchange

e Car rental desks (Avis, Hertz,
Europcar, and local providers)

 VIP lounge access

e On-site parking for those picking
up guests

The biggest advantage here is the speed
of baggage claim and customs. You can
often be out of the airport and in a taxi
within 30 to 45 minutes of landing, a
stark contrast to the longer waits at
Punta Cana or Santo Domingo.

Who Should Fly
into LRM?

If you can find a direct flight that fits
your schedule, LRM is the best choice for
almost everyone heading to La Romana,
Bayahibe, or even the eastern parts of
the capital region. It is particularly ideal
for:

e Guests staying at Casa de Campo

e Travelers heading to Bayahibe or
Dominicus

* Golfers looking to maximize time
on the course

e Anyone who values a quick,
hassle-free arrival

PUNTA CANA INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT (PUJ): THE BUSY
REGIONAL HUB

If you cannot find a convenient flight into
LRM, Punta Cana International Airport
(PUJ) is your next best bet. Located
roughly 43 miles (69 kilometers) east of
La Romana, PUJ is one of the busiest
airports in the Caribbean and serves
millions of tourists annually.
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Distance and
Travel Time

The drive from Punta Cana International
Airport to La Romana takes
approximately 45 minutes to 1 hour
and 15 minutes, depending on traffic
and your specific destination. You will
take the main highway, Autopista del
Coral (Highway 3), which is in good
condition. The distance to Bayahibe from
PUJ is slightly shorter, often around 45
minutes.

Airlines and
Connectivity

Punta Cana is a major international hub
with far more flight options than LRM.
Virtually every major airline in North
America, Europe, and Latin America flies
into PUJ. This includes American Airlines,
Delta, United, Southwest, JetBlue, Air
France, British Airways, Copa, and many
more. This broad connectivity often
makes PUJ a more practical choice for
travelers coming from smaller cities or
looking for cheaper fares.

Facilities at
Punta Cana
Airport

PUJ is a sprawling, open-air airport with
several terminals (A, B, and a newer
terminal for domestic/regional flights). It
is known for its palm-thatched roofs and
tropical feel. Facilities are extensive:

e Numerous duty-free shops and

boutiques
e Multiple restaurants and bars
e Currency exchange and ATMs
e Major car rental agencies
e VIP lounges
e Free Wi-Fi

The downside to PUJ is the volume.
During peak hours, customs and
baggage claim can take 45 minutes to
two hours. However, the airport is well-
organized and efficient given its size.

Who Should Fly
into PUJ?

Punta Cana is a fantastic alternative if:

e There are no direct flights to LRM
from your departure city.

 You find significantly cheaper
airfare to PUJ.

e You plan to visit both La Romana
and Punta Cana during your trip.

* You are comfortable with a short
(under 90-minute) transfer.

LAS AMERICAS INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT (SDQ): THE SANTO
DOMINGO OPTION

Another viable alternative, depending on
your itinerary, is Las Américas
International Airport (SDQ) in Santo
Domingo. This airport serves the capital
city and is located to the west of La
Romana.

Distance and
Travel Time

The distance from SDQ to La Romana is
about 46 miles (74 kilometers) as the
crow flies, but the actual road distance is



closer to 55 miles (89 km) due to the
route. The drive typically takes between
1 hour and 1 hour 30 minutes via the
Autopista del Coral (Highway 3) going
east. Traffic around Santo Domingo can
be heavy, especially during peak
commuting hours, which can add
significant time to your journey.

Airlines and
Connectivity

SDQ is a major hub with extensive
international and regional connections. It
is the primary base for the Dominican
airline Sky High Aviation and serves as a
focus city for Arajet. Airlines operating
here include:

e American Airlines (Miami, New
York)

¢ Delta (Atlanta, New York)

United (Newark, Houston)

Air France (Paris)

Iberia (Madrid)

Copa Airlines (Panama City)

e JetBlue (multiple US cities)

e Spirit Airlines (Fort Lauderdale)

Facilities at SDQ

SDQ is a modern airport with two main
terminals. It offers a full range of
services, including shops, restaurants,
lounges, and car rental counters. The
airport is generally well-maintained, but
like Punta Cana, it can experience
congestion, particularly in the arrivals
area.

Who Should Fly

into SDQ?

Consider Las Américas if:

e You plan to spend time in Santo
Domingo before heading to La
Romana.

* You are arriving from a destination
not served by LRM or PUJ.

e You have a strong preference for a
specific airline that only flies to
SDQ.

e You are comfortable with a slightly
longer drive.

OTHER POTENTIAL ARRIVAL
POINTS

While less common, there are other
airports in the region that could be used,
though they are generally less
convenient.

Samana El Catey
International
Airport (AZS)

Samana Airport is located north of La
Romana, on the Samana Peninsula. The
distance is roughly 80 miles (130 km),
but the drive crosses the mountains and
can take over 2.5 hours. While scenic, it
is rarely the best choice for reaching La
Romana unless you are combining a trip
to the Samana region.

La Isabela
International
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Airport (JBQ)

This airport in Santo Domingo primarily
handles domestic and regional flights. It
is not a practical option for most
international travelers coming to La
Romana, as it does not handle large
commercial jets.

TRANSPORTATION: GETTING
FROM AIRPORT TO LA ROMANA

Once you have decided on your arrival
airport, you need to plan your transfer.
Here are the most common options:

Private Transfers

This is the most popular and hassle-free
choice. Companies like Viator,
TripAdvisor, and local operators offer
pre-booked private transfers. A driver
will meet you at the arrivals hall with a
sign, help with your luggage, and drive
you directly to your hotel. This is
particularly recommended for families
and groups. The cost is reasonable, and
the peace of mind is unbeatable.

Rental Cars

All three major airports (LRM, PUJ, SDQ)
have rental car desks. Driving in the
Dominican Republic is generally safe but
can be chaotic for inexperienced visitors.
The main highways are well-maintained,
but local driving habits and signage may
be challenging. If you plan to explore
extensively, a rental car offers the most
flexibility. Just be sure to check your
insurance coverage carefully.

Taxis

Taxis are available at all airports.
However, it is strongly recommended to
use the official taxi stands or airport-
authorized services. Negotiate the fare
before departing. Prices are
standardized in many cases, but it is
always best to confirm. Taxis from LRM
are very affordable; from PUJ, expect a
higher flat rate to La Romana.

Buses and
Shuttles

Public bus service between the airports
and La Romana is limited. While there
are intercity buses from Santo Domingo
to La Romana, this is not a practical
option for most tourists due to luggage
and convenience. Private shuttles are a
better shared-ride alternative.

WHY AIRPORT CHOICE MATTERS
FOR YOUR TRIP

Selecting the closest airport to La
Romana, Dominican Republic can
significantly impact the start and end of
your vacation. Flying into LRM means
you can be on the beach or on the golf
course within an hour of landing. You
maximize your vacation time and
minimize travel fatigue. Conversely,
choosing a cheaper flight into Punta
Cana or Santo Domingo might save you
money on airfare but cost you more in
transfer time and possibly transfer costs.

Consider the following when making
your decision:

e Flight Cost:



