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WHY JUNIE B. JONES AND “JINGLE
BELLS, BATMAN SMELLS” IS A
HOLIDAY CLASSIC

For  millions  of  young  readers,  the
holiday  season  simply  would  not  feel
complete without a trip to the world of
Junie  B.  Jones .  Among  the  many
beloved  t i t les  in  Barbara  Park’s
bestselling series, Junie B., First Grader:
Jingle Bells, Batman Smells (P.S. So Does
May.) holds a special place on classroom
shelves and bedtime story stacks. This
festive installment  captures the chaos,
humor, and heart of Christmas from the
perspective  of  one  of  chi ldren’s
literature’s most memorable characters.
The phrase Junie B Jones Jingle Bells
Batman  Smells  has  become  almost
synonymous with silly  holiday fun,  but
there is so much more to this book than
its rhyming, mischievous title. Whether
you are a parent looking to understand
the appeal or a long-time fan revisiting
an  old  friend,  this  article  explores
everything  that  makes  this  story  a
timeless  seasonal  treasure.

THE STORY BEHIND THE TITLE:
WHAT DOES “JINGLE BELLS,
BATMAN SMELLS” MEAN?

At  first  glance,  the  title  Junie  B.,  First
Grader: Jingle Bells, Batman Smells (P.S.
So  Does  May.)  might  seem  like  pure
nonsense.  However,  it  is  a  perfect

reflection  of  Junie  B.’s  voice  and  the
playground  humor  that  Barbara  Park
captures so brilliantly. The phrase “Jingle
Bells,  Batman  smells”  is  a  classic
schoolyard  parody  of  the  traditional
Christmas  carol.  Children  have  been
singing their own version of this tune for
decades, often adding silly rhymes about
popular  characters.  Junie  B.,  being  a
spirited  and  slightly  irreverent  first
grader, would naturally gravitate toward
this kind of  humor.  The “P.S.  So Does
May” in the full title adds a personal jab
at  her  arch-nemesis ,  May.  Th is
combination  of  holiday  tradition,
childhood parody,  and character  conflict
sets the stage for a story that is both
hilarious and surprisingly heartfelt.

MEET THE CHARACTERS: JUNIE B.
AND HER HOLIDAY WORLD

Junie B. Jones:
The
Unforgettable
First Grader
Junie B. Jones is one of the most iconic
characters in early chapter book history.
She is loud, impulsive, imaginative, and
prone  to  dramatic  misunderstandings.
Her  unique  way  of  speaking—full  of
invented words like “s’more” for “some
more” and misunderstandings like “fax”
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for  “facts”—makes  her  incredibly
endearing.  In  Junie  B  Jones  Jingle
Bells  Batman  Smells,  she  is  at  her
most  chaotic  best.  The holiday season
amplifies her emotions, from excitement
about  gift-giving  to  frustration  with
classroom  rules  and,  of  course,  her
ongoing rivalry with May. Readers relate
to her because she feels real: she makes
mistakes,  learns  lessons,  and  always
speaks  her  mind,  even  when  she
probably  should  not.

May: The Perfect
(and Annoying)
Rival
Every hero needs a foil, and for Junie B.,
that  foil  is  May.  May  is  the  girl  who
follows all the rules, gets perfect grades,
and never  frays  her  shoelaces.  In  this
holiday  story,  May  becomes  an  even
bigger thorn in Junie B.’s side when she
is assigned as her secret gift exchange
partner.  The  tension  between  the  two
characters drives much of the plot. Junie
B. struggles with the idea of being kind
to  someone  she  genuinely  dislikes,
which  is  a  very  real  conflict  for  young
children navigating social  relationships.
The way this rivalry plays out during the
holiday  season  teaches  readers  about
empathy,  forgiveness,  and  the  true
meaning  of  giving.

Supporting Cast:
Family and

Friends
Junie  B.’s  world  is  populated  by  a
wonderful supporting cast. Her parents,
especially her loving and patient father,
provide  a  warm  home  base.  Her
grandma (who she calls “Nana”) plays a
significant  role  in  this  story,  offering
wisdom and encouragement. At school,
her teacher, the kind and understanding
Mr. Scary, tries his best to channel Junie
B.’s  energy  into  productive  activities.
Friends  like  Herb  and  Lennie  provide
support,  while  the  other  first  graders
c r e a t e  a  r e a l i s t i c  c l a s s r o o m
environment. Each character adds depth
and  humor  to  the  story,  making  the
world  of  Junie  B  Jones  Jingle  Bells
Batman Smells feel fully realized.

PLOT SUMMARY: A HOLIDAY
ROLLER COASTER

The story begins with Junie B.  buzzing
with  excitement  about  the  upcoming
holiday  party  and  gift  exchange.
However,  her enthusiasm quickly turns
to horror when she learns that she has
drawn  May’s  name for  the  secret  gift
exchange.  The  thought  of  buying  a
present for her sworn enemy is almost
too  much  for  Junie  B.  to  bear.  She
initially plots to buy May the worst gift
imaginable—perhaps a bar of soap or a
bag of smelly cheese.
Meanwhile,  the  class  is  preparing  for
their holiday musical program, complete
with a performance of “Jingle Bells.” This
is where the legendary Junie B Jones
Jingle  Bells  Batman  Smells  parody
comes into play. Junie B. cannot resist
singing  her  own  version  of  the  song,
much to the delight of the kids and the
dismay  of  Mr.  Scary.  The  persistent
rhymes  about  Batman  and  May’s
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purported smelliness become a running
gag throughout the book.
As the holiday party approaches, Junie B.
has a change of heart. With some gentle
guidance from her Nana, she begins to
understand  that  giving  a  gift  is  about
making  the  other  person  feel  special,
even if that person is May. The climax of
the  story  takes  place  at  the  gi ft
exchange, where Junie B. has a moment
of  honesty  and  vulnerability.  Without
giving away the ending for  those who
have not read it, the resolution involves
a touching gesture that reminds readers
about the power of kindness during the
holiday season. The final pages wrap up
with Junie B. learning that even the most
difficult  people  can  surprise  you,  and
that the spirit of Christmas is about more
than presents.

THEMES THAT RESONATE: MORE
THAN JUST SILLY SONGS

Kindness and
Empathy
At its core, Junie B Jones Jingle Bells
Batman  Smells  is  a  story  about
learning to be kind, even when it is hard.
Junie B. genuinely dislikes May, and she
feels  that  her  dislike  is  justified.
However,  the  story  gently  pushes  her
(and  the  reader)  to  consider  May’s
perspective.  Could  it  be  that  May has
feelings too? Is it possible to give a gift
with grace to someone you do not like?
These  are  profound  questions  for  a  first
grader, and Barbara Park handles them
with sensitivity and humor. The lesson is
not that Junie B. suddenly becomes best
friends  with  May,  but  that  she  can
choose to act with kindness regardless
of  her  feelings.  This  is  a  mature  and

realistic  approach  to  conflict  resolution
that children can apply in their own lives.

Honesty and
Authenticity
Another important theme is being honest
about  your  feelings.  Junie  B.  does  not
pretend to like May. She expresses her
frustration  openly,  which  leads  to
humorous situations but also to genuine
moments of  reflection.  In  a world where
children  are  often  told  to  “be  nice”
without  being  given  tools  to  process
complex  emotions,  Junie  B.  models  a
different  approach.  She  feels  her
feel ings,  ta lks  about  them,  and
eventually  figures  out  a  way  to  act  in
al ignment  with  her  values.  This
authenticity is one reason why the Junie
B Jones Jingle Bells Batman Smells
book has resonated with so many young
readers over the years.

The True
Meaning of
Giving
T h e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n  i s  o f t e n
commercialized,  and  children  can  get
caught up in what they want to receive.
This  book  gently  shifts  the  focus  to
giving. Junie B.’s journey from wanting to
give a terrible gift to understanding the
joy of thoughtful giving is a beautiful arc.
It reinforces the idea that the best gifts
come from the heart, and that giving can
be even more rewarding than receiving.
This message is delivered without being
preachy, which is a hallmark of Barbara
Park’s writing style.
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WHY THIS BOOK REMAINS A
HOLIDAY STAPLE

Relatable
Childhood
Experiences
Part of the magic of the Junie B. Jones
series is  its uncanny ability to capture
the voice and concerns of a six-year-old.
In Junie B Jones Jingle Bells Batman
Smells, readers see themselves in Junie
B.’s  excitement  about  holiday  parties,
her frustration with school rules, and her
complicated feelings about  classmates.
The fear of getting a bad gift, the anxiety
of performing in front of others, and the
awkwardness  of  having  to  be  nice  to
someone you do not like are all deeply
relatable experiences for young children.

Humor That
Appeals to All
Ages
Barbara Park had a gift for writing humor
that  works  on  multiple  levels.  Young
readers  laugh at  the silly  rhymes,  the
exaggerated facial expressions (brought
to life by Denise Brunkus’s illustrations),
and  Junie  B.’s  outrageous  behavior.
Adult  readers,  meanwhile,  appreciate
the  subtle  jokes  and  the  clever  social
commentary  woven  into  the  narrative.
The “Jingle Bells, Batman smells” refrain
is funny in itself, but the way it drives
the  plot  and  characterizes  Junie  B.  is
where  the  true  humor  lies.  It  is  this
layered approach that makes the book

enjoyable to read aloud as a family.

A Gentle
Reminder About
Holiday Stress
Interestingly, the book also touches on
the stress that the holiday season can
bring.  Junie  B.  is  overwhelmed by the
pressure  to  pick  the  perfect  gift,  to
behave at  the party,  and to deal  with
May.  This  is  a  gentle  acknowledgment
that even children feel holiday stress. By
showing Junie B. working through these
feelings, the book provides a model for
coping with seasonal anxiety. It reminds
reade r s  t ha t  i t  i s  okay  t o  f ee l
overwhelmed,  and  that  the  most
important  part  of  the  holidays  is
spending  time  with  loved  ones.

EDUCATIONAL VALUE: WHAT
CHILDREN LEARN FROM THIS
BOOK

Social and
Emotional
Learning (SEL)
Educators  and  parents  often  turn  to
Junie  B  Jones  Jingle  Bells  Batman
Smells  for  its  social  and  emotional
learning  opportunities.  The  book
provides  a  safe  space  to  discuss:

Conflict resolution: How can you
solve a problem with someone you
do not get along with?
Empathy: What might May be
feeling in this situation?
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Self-regulation: How does Junie
B. learn to control her impulses?
Integrity: Why is it important to
do the right thing, even when no
one is watching?

These  discussions  can  be  incredibly
valuable in a classroom or home setting,
and the humorous context makes them
feel less like a lesson and more like a
conversation.

Language and
Literacy
Development
Barbara Park’s writing is ideal for early
chapter book readers. The vocabulary is
accessible but not simplistic.  Junie B.’s
creative  use  of  language  encourages
readers  to  play  with  words  and  think
about  meaning.  The  Junie  B  Jones
Jingle Bells Batman Smells book also
offers  opportunities  to  discuss  parody,
rhyme, and humor in literature. Children
can explore why changing the words to a
familiar song is funny, and they might
even be inspired to create their own silly
versions of holiday songs.

Critical Thinking

The plot of this book raises interesting
questions  that  encourage  critical
thinking.  For  example:

Did Junie B. make the right choice1.
in the end?
What would you have done if you2.
were in Junie B.’s place?
Is May really as bad as Junie B.3.
thinks she is?
What is the difference between a4.
good gift and a perfect gift?

These questions prompt readers to think
beyond the text and connect the story to
their own experiences.

THE LEGACY OF BARBARA PARK
AND JUNIE B. JONES

Barbara Park, who passed away in 2013,
created a character who has become a
rite of passage for young readers. The
Junie B. Jones series, which spans over
30  books,  has  sold  millions  of  copies
worldwide and has been translated into
multiple languages. What is remarkable
about  the  series  is  its  staying  power.
New generations of readers continue to
discover Junie B., and the books remain
relevant  because the core experiences
of childhood—friendship, school, family,
and  navigating  big  feelings—are
timeless.
Junie B Jones Jingle B


