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DECODING
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DEPRESSION
CROSSWORD
PUZZLE ANSWERS

Crossword  puzzles
h a v e  l o n g  b e e n  a
staple  of  both  casual
entertainment  and
serious  education,
offering  a  unique  way
t o  e n g a g e  w i t h
complex topics. Among
the  most  compelling
themes for these word
games  is  the  Great
Depression,  a  pivotal

era in modern history.
Whether  you  are  a
student brushing up for
a  t e s t ,  a  h i s t o r y
enthusiast,  or  simply
someone  stuck  on  a
tr icky  c lue  in  your
S u n d a y  p a p e r ,
understanding  the
context  behind  Great
D e p r e s s i o n
crossword  puzzle
answers can be both a
c h a l l e n g e  a n d  a
reward.  This  article
d e l v e s  i n t o  t h e
c o m m o n  t e r m s ,
figures,  and  events
that frequently appear
in  these  puzz les ,
providing you with the
knowledge  to  fill  in
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those  stubborn  grids
while  deepening  your
appreciation  for  the
1930s.
Solving  a  crossword
centered on this  topic
is more than just a test
of  vocabulary;  it  is  a
j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h
economic  collapse,
Dust Bowl desperation,
and the transformative
policies  of  the  New
Deal.  By  learning  the
typical  answers  and
the  stor ies  behind
them, you are not just
c o m p l e t i n g  a
p u z z l e — y o u  a r e
revisiting  a  defining
m o m e n t  i n  w o r l d
history. Let us explore
the  key  categories  of
clues you are likely to
encounter  and  the
answers that  will  help
you  conquer  your
crossword.

KEY ECONOMIC
TERMS AND THEIR

CROSSWORD
CLUES

The  language  of  the
Great  Depression  is
rich  with  specific
economic  terminology.
Crossword constructors
l ove  these  wo rds
because they are often
short,  precise,  and
packed  with  meaning.
Knowing these terms is
essential  for  anyone
hunt ing  for  Great
D e p r e s s i o n
crossword  puzzle
answers.

The Stock
Market
Crash
No  puzzle  about  this
era is complete without
referencing  the  event
that  s igna led  the
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e
downturn.  The  most
famous day in financial
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h i s t o r y  i s  B l a c k
Tuesday  (October 29,
1929).  You  will  often
see clues like "Day of
the  1929  crash"  or
"Wall  Street  disaster
day." Another common
t e r m  i s  M a r g i n ,
referring  to  buying
stocks on credit, which
was a major  cause of
the crash. Clues might
read  "Stock  purchase
with a loan" or "Down
p a y m e n t  o n
securit ies."

Banking
and
Economic
Distress
The  collapse  of  the
b a n k i n g  s y s t e m
provides  a  wealth  of
crossword  fodder.  A
classic answer is Run,
as  in  a  "bank  run,"

where  depos i to rs
rushed  to  withdraw
their  funds.  Expect
clues like "Panic at the
bank."  Another  pivotal
t e r m  i s  t h e  F D I C
( Fede ra l  Depos i t
Insurance Corporation),
created  to  restore
trust .  C lues  of ten
include  "Insures  bank
deposits:  Abbr."  or
"New  Deal  banking
agency." Do not forget
Hoovervilles ,  the
shantytowns  named
d e r i s i v e l y  a f t e r
President  Herbert
Hoover.  A  clue  might
read  "Depression-era
shantytown."

NEW DEAL
AGENCIES AND
ALPHABET SOUP

One of the most fruitful
a r e a s  f o r  G r e a t
D e p r e s s i o n
crossword  puzzle
a n s w e r s  i s  t h e
collection of New Deal
agencies.  President
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Franklin D. Roosevelt's
alphabet  agencies  are
short,  acronym-heavy,
and appear  frequently
in puzzles.

WPA: The Works
Progress
Administration
employed
millions in public
works projects.
Look for clues
like "New Deal
jobs agency" or
"FDR's work
program."
TVA: The
Tennessee Valley
Authority
brought
electricity and
flood control to
the South. Clues
include "New
Deal power
project" or
"Federal electric
company."
CCC: The Civilian
Conservation
Corps employed
young men in

environmental
projects. Expect
"Depression-era
conservation
corps" or
"Roosevelt's tree
planters."
AAA: The
Agricultural
Adjustment Act
sought to raise
crop prices by
paying farmers
to reduce
production. A
common clue is
"1933 farm relief
law."
SEC: The
Securities and
Exchange
Commission was
established to
regulate the
stock market.
Clues often read
"Wall Street
watchdog, for
short."
NRA: The
National
Recovery
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Administration
(with its famous
Blue Eagle
symbol) was a
cornerstone of
early New Deal
policy. You might
see "Blue Eagle
agency" or
"FDR's business
code group."

These  acronyms  are
perfect  for  crosswords
because they are short
and consist of common
letters. Memorizing this
"alphabet  soup"  will
give  you  a  significant
advantage.

PROMINENT
FIGURES OF THE
ERA

Names from the 1930s
appear  regularly  in
puzzles.  Knowing  the
key  players  will  help
y o u  a n s w e r
biographical clues with
confidence.

Presidenti
al Names
Hoover  (Herbert)  and
Roosevelt  (Franklin
D.)  are  the  two  main
presidents.  Hoover  is
often clued negatively,
e.g., "President blamed
for the Depression" or
"Name associated with
' H o o v e r v i l l e s ' . "
R o o s e v e l t ,  o f t e n
abbreviated as FDR, is
clued  positively,  like
"New  Deal  president"
or  "Man  with  a  'New
D e a l ' . "  H i s  w i f e ,
Eleanor,  also appears
frequently,  noted  for
h e r  a c t i v i s m  a n d
human rights work.

Other
Influential
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Figures
O t h e r  n a m e s  y o u
m i g h t  e n c o u n t e r
include  Keynes  (John
Maynard  Keynes,  the
economis t  whose
theories  influenced
New  Deal  spending),
Long  (Huey Long, the
populist  senator  from
L o u i s i a n a  w h o
proposed a "Share Our
Wealth" program), and
Perkins  (Frances
Perkins,  the  first
woman  to  serve  in  a
U . S .  C a b i n e t ,  a s
Secretary of  Labor).  A
c lue  for  the  lat ter
might  be "FDR's  labor
secretary Frances."

CULTURAL
TOUCHSTONES
AND DAILY LIFE

The  Great  Depression
was  not  just  about
economics;  it  was  a
cultural  phenomenon.
Crossword  puzzles

often capture the spirit
of  the  times  through
art, entertainment, and
daily struggles.

Entertain
ment and
Media
Mov ies  and  rad io
provided  escape.  A
common  answer  is
Gone with the Wind
(the 1939 blockbuster)
o r  W i z a r d  o f  O z
(1939) .  The  rad io
provided  Fireside
C h a t s ,  F D R ' s
comforting broadcasts.
A clue might be "FDR's
radio  talks."  Another
staple is Swing music,
the dominant genre of
the  era,  associated
with bands like Benny
Goodman's.  Also  look
for  Monopoly ,  the
b o a r d  g a m e  t h a t
became wildly popular
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as  a  cheap  form  of
home  entertainment
during  the  Depression.

The Dust
Bowl
Environmental  disaster
c o m p o u n d e d  t h e
economic  one.  The
Dust  Bowl  itself  is  a
c o m m o n  a n s w e r ,
describing  the  severe
drought  and  dus t
storms  in  the  Great
Plains.  Related  terms
i n c l u d e  O k i e s
( m i g r a n t s  f r o m
O k l a h o m a ,  a s
popularized  by  John
Steinbeck) and Grapes
of Wrath  (Steinbeck's
nove l ) .  C lues  l ike
"Steinbeck novel about
Dust  Bowl  migrants"
are  standard  fare.

COMMON
CROSSWORD

CROSSWORD
CLUES AND
ANSWERS

To  make  your  solving
experience  smoother,
h e r e  i s  a  h a n d y
r e f e r e n c e  l i s t  o f
frequently  seen  clues
a n d  t h e i r
c o r r e s p o n d i n g
answers.  This  list  is
curated  fo r  those
searching  for  Great
D e p r e s s i o n
crossword  puzzle
answers.

Clue Answer
1929 stock
market
crash day

Black
Tuesday

Bank
deposit
insurance
agency

FDIC

Shantytown
of the 1930s Hooverville

FDR's
conservation
corps

CCC

New Deal
jobs
program

WPA
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FDR's radio
talks

Fireside
Chats

Steinbeck
novel about
migrants

Grapes of
Wrath

President
blamed for
the crash

Hoover

New Deal
power
authority

TVA

Popular
1930s board
game

Monopoly

When you encounter a
clue that seems vague,
think about  the scope
o f  t h e  G r e a t
Depression.  Was  it
political?  Economic?
Cultural? By narrowing
down the category, you
can  more  effectively
guess  the  answer.

Strategic
Approach

es for
Solving
History
Crosswor
ds
If  you are  stuck on a
c l u e ,  t r y  t h e s e
strategies. First, always
check  the  number  of
letters. A short answer
like "FDR" or "AAA" is
l ikely  an  acronym.
Second,  consider  the
tense and phrasing. Is
the  clue  a  definition
("Economic downturn")
or  a  fill-in-the-blank
("The ___ Depression")?
The  answer  would  be
"Great." Third, use the
crossing words to your
advantage.  Even  one
correct  let ter  can
unlock a whole theme.
Finally,  review  the



Great Depression Crossword Puzzle
Answers 9

9

historical  timeline.
The  Depression  lasted
from 1929 to the start
of World War II (around
1941).  Any  event  or
person  within  that
range is fair game.

THE EDUCATIONAL
VALUE OF GREAT
DEPRESSION
CROSSWORD
PUZZLES

Beyond the simple goal
of  finding  the  correct
Great  Depression
crossword  puzzle
a n s w e r s ,  t h e s e
p u z z l e s  s e r v e  a s
powerful learning tools.
They encourage active
recal l ,  forcing  the
so lver  to  ret r ieve
in fo rmat ion  f rom
memory  rather  than
just  passively  reading
i t .  F o r  s t u d e n t s ,
c o m p l e t i n g  a
crossword  can  be  a
more engaging way to
review  for  a  history
exam  than  s imply

rereading  notes.  For
a d u l t s ,  i t  h e l p s
maintain  cognitive
s h a r p n e s s  w h i l e
reinforcing  historical
knowledge.
Teachers  often  use
these  puzzles  as  a
collaborative  activity.
Students work together
t o  d e c o d e  c l u e s ,
discuss the significance
of  terms  l ike  "Dust
Bowl"  or  "New  Deal,"
and debate the legacy
of  figures  like  Hoover
vs.  Roosevelt.  This
process  natura l ly
embeds  the  material
more deeply than rote
m e m o r i z a t i o n .
Fur thermore ,  the
s t r u c t u r e  o f  a
crossword  encourages
attention  to  detail;
confusing  the  "AAA"
with  the  "WPA"  can
break  a  so lu t i on ,
requiring the solver to
understand the distinct
roles of each agency.
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Finding
and
Creating
Your Own
Puzzles
If  you  are  looking  for
more puzzles to solve,
many  resources  are
ava i l ab le  on l ine .
Educational  websites,
history  teacher  blogs,
a n d  n e w s p a p e r
archives  are  excellent
sources  for  themed
puzzles.  You  can  also
find  apps  dedicated  to
history crosswords. For
the more adventurous,
creat ing  your  own
p u z z l e  c a n  b e  a
fantastic way to study.
Start by listing 10 to 20
key  terms  mentioned
in  this  article.  Use  a
free  online  crossword

generator to turn those
words  and  your  own
clues  into  a  printable
puzzle. This process of
creation  will  solidify
your  understanding  of
the era and provide a
fun  cha l l enge  fo r
friends or classmates.

Common
Pitfalls to
Avoid
When  so lv ing ,  be
careful  not  to confuse
s i m i l a r - s o u n d i n g
agencies or terms. For
instance,  the  NRA  of
the  1930s  (National
R e c o v e r y
Administration)  is  not
t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e
modern  National  Rifle
Association—though
crossword constructors
sometimes  use  this
ambiguity  for  a  tricky
clue.  Also,  distinguish
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between  Hoover  and
Roosevelt in terms of
policy  and  blame.  A
c l u e  r e f e r e n c i n g
"laissez-faire  policies"
points to Hoover, while
"active  government
intervention"  points  to
F D R .  P a y  c l o s e
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
wording of the clue; it
often  contains  subtle
hints that guide you to
the  correct  historical
figure  or  event.

CONCLUSION

M a s t e r i n g  Great
D e p r e s s i o n
crossword  puzzle
answers  i s  about
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t
memorizing  a  list  of
words ;  i t  i s  about
connect ing  wi th  a
c o m p l e x  a n d
transformative  period

in  history.  From  the
d e s p a i r  o f  B l a c k
T u e s d a y  a n d  t h e
Hoovervilles  to  the
hope embodied by the
WPA  and  F i res ide
Chats,  each  answer
carr ies  a  story.  By
familiarizing  yourself
with  the  key  figures,
agencies,  and  cultural
artifacts of the 1930s,
you equip yourself not
only  to  conquer  the
crossword grid but also
to  carry  forward  the
lessons  of  resilience
and  reform.  So  the
next time you pick up a
penc i l  to  tack le  a
history-themed  puzzle,
remember that you are
doing  more  than  filling
in  boxes—you  are
piecing  together  the
narrative of a nation's
hardest decade and its
enduring comeback.


