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Few figures in professional wrestling
history have sparked as much debate,
devotion, and division as The Ultimate
Warrior. Known for his explosive energy,
frenetic ring style, and unforgettable
charisma, Warrior captivated audiences
during the late 1980s and early 1990s.
However, behind the face paint and
tassels lay a figure whose backstage
reputation was as controversial as his in-
ring persona was electric. In 2005, WWE
released a documentary that would
become one of the most polarizing
productions in company history: The
Self-Destruction of the Ultimate Warrior.
Over the years, this documentary has
found a second life on platforms like
Dailymotion, where fans continue to
debate its accuracy, fairness, and
legacy. In this article, we will explore the
documentary in depth, its impact on
Warrior's legacy, and why it remains a
topic of conversation among wrestling
fans today.

THE ORIGINS OF THE SELF-
DESTRUCTION OF THE ULTIMATE
WARRIOR

To understand the documentary, it is

essential to understand the relationship
between WWE and The Ultimate Warrior.
After leaving WWE in the early 1990s,
Warrior engaged in a series of public
disputes with company owner Vince
McMahon. These disputes ranged from
contract disagreements to philosophical
differences about the wrestling business.
Warrior also made a series of
controversial statements over the years,
including comments about
homosexuality and other social issues,
which further alienated him from the
company.

By 2005, WWE had a long history of
producing unflattering documentaries
about former talent with whom they had
fallen out, including WWE: The Self-
Destruction of the Ultimate Warrior. The
documentary was released exclusively
on DVD and was marketed as an inside
look at the real story behind one of
wrestling's most enigmatic characters.
Featuring interviews with numerous
wrestling personalities, including Hulk
Hogan, Bret Hart, Jake Roberts, and
Vince McMahon himself, the
documentary painted a highly critical
portrait of Warrior.

Key Themes and
Content of the
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Documentary

The documentary covers several major
themes, each of which contributed to the
controversy surrounding its release. The
primary focus is on Warrior's difficult
personality, his alleged
unprofessionalism, and his strained
relationships with fellow wrestlers. The
documentary includes numerous
anecdotes from peers who describe
Warrior as egotistical, paranoid, and
difficult to work with. Some of the most
striking moments include stories about
Warrior refusing to lose matches, his
bizarre backstage behavior, and his
strained interactions with promoters and
producers.

Another major theme is Warrior's
financial struggles after leaving WWE.
The documentary suggests that Warrior
mismanaged his earnings and made
poor business decisions, leaving him in a
difficult financial position. This aspect of
the documentary was particularly
controversial, as critics argued that it
was an unnecessary invasion of his
personal life.

The documentary also touches on
Warrior's brief and unsuccessful stint in
WCW, as well as his failed attempt to
launch a political career. Each segment
is designed to reinforce the central
thesis that Warrior was his own worst
enemy, a man whose self-destructive
tendencies ultimately cost him his
career, his relationships, and his legacy.

THE BACKLASH AND WARRIOR'S
RESPONSE

Upon its release, The Self-Destruction of
the Ultimate Warrior was met with
intense backlash from Warrior and his
supporters. Warrior himself condemned

the documentary as a one-sided hit
piece, accusing WWE of editing
interviews out of context and selectively
choosing only negative anecdotes. He
argued that the documentary was a
deliberate attempt to destroy his legacy
and prevent him from being inducted
into the WWE Hall of Fame.

Warrior's response was characteristically
passionate and fiery. He released his
own video statements and written
rebuttals, in which he defended his
reputation and accused the company of
engaging in a smear campaign. He also
pointed out that many of the wrestlers
interviewed in the documentary had
their own complicated histories with
WWE and might have been motivated by
a desire to stay in the good graces of the
company.

For years, the feud between Warrior and
WWE continued, with neither side willing
to back down. Fans were divided, with
some believing the documentary was a
fair and accurate portrayal of a difficult
man, while others saw it as a vindictive
and unnecessary attack on a former star.

The Role of
Dailymotion in
Preserving the
Documentary

As physical media declined and
streaming rose, older wrestling content
found new life on video-sharing
platforms. Dailymotion, in particular,
became a popular destination for fans
looking to watch rare or out-of-print
wrestling material. The Self-Destruction
of the Ultimate Warrior was no
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exception. For years, the documentary
has been uploaded and re-uploaded to
Dailymotion, where it continues to
attract viewers who want to see the
controversial film for themselves.

The documentary's presence on
Dailymotion has allowed new
generations of wrestling fans to engage
with it directly, rather than relying on
secondhand accounts. This has sparked
renewed debate about its content and
fairness. Some viewers watch it and
come away convinced that Warrior was
indeed a deeply flawed individual, while
others watch it and see a hatchet job
designed to destroy a man's reputation.

Interestingly, Dailymotion has also been
used by fans to upload rebuttal videos
and alternative perspectives, creating a
richer and more complex conversation
around Warrior's legacy. The platform
has effectively become a digital archive
for one of wrestling's most contentious
documentaries.

WARRIOR'S RECONCILIATION
WITH WWE

In a twist that few saw coming, The
Ultimate Warrior and WWE eventually
reconciled. In 2014, Warrior was
inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame,
marking the end of a long and bitter
feud. In the weeks leading up to his
induction, WWE removed the
documentary from its official streaming
service, WWE Network, signaling a new
chapter in the relationship between the
company and Warrior.

Tragically, Warrior passed away just
days after his Hall of Fame induction,
making his return a brief but powerful
moment. In the wake of his death, the
documentary was largely removed from
official circulation, though it remains
available on third-party sites like

Dailymotion. The reconciliation between
Warrior and WWE added another layer of
complexity to the documentary, as it is
now viewed by some as a relic of a less
forgiving era in wrestling history.

Why the
Documentary
Still Matters

The Self-Destruction of the Ultimate
Warrior remains relevant for several
reasons. First, it is a fascinating case
study in how companies manage the
legacies of former talent. It raises
important questions about editorial bias,
the ethics of documentary filmmaking,
and the power of media to shape public
perception. Wrestling fans continue to
debate whether the documentary was a
fair critique or a biased attack, and that
debate is unlikely to be resolved anytime
soon.

Second, the documentary is a valuable
historical document for those interested
in the backstage politics of professional
wrestling. It offers a glimpse into the
interpersonal dynamics that shaped one
of the industry's most colorful eras.
Whether or not one agrees with its
portrayal of Warrior, it provides a wealth
of firsthand accounts from people who
were there.

Finally, the documentary's continued
availability on platforms like Dailymotion
ensures that it will remain a topic of
discussion for years to come. As long as
fans are curious about the man behind
the face paint, they will seek out this
documentary and form their own
opinions about its accuracy and intent.
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The legacy of the documentary is
complicated. For some, it is a necessary
corrective to the mythologized version of
Warrior that exists in the minds of
nostalgic fans. For others, it is a cynical
and mean-spirited production that does
a disservice to a man who gave so much
to the wrestling business. The truth likely
lies somewhere in between. Warrior was
undoubtedly a difficult and complex
individual, but he was also a beloved
entertainer whose contributions to
wrestling are undeniable.

The documentary's legacy is also shaped
by the fact that it is no longer officially
available through WWE. This has given it
an underground or cult status, with fans
actively seeking it out on Dailymotion
and other platforms. In a way, the
documentary has become a symbol of
the fractured relationship between
performers and promoters, a reminder
that the wrestling business is often as
dramatic behind the scenes as it is in the
ring.

Lessons for
Wrestling Fans
and
Documentarians

For wrestling fans, The Self-Destruction
of the Ultimate Warrior serves as a
cautionary tale about the nature of
media. It encourages viewers to be
critical consumers, to recognize that
every documentary is shaped by the

human beings with flaws, and that the
line between entertainment and
exploitation can sometimes be blurry.

For documentarians, the film offers
lessons in the importance of balance and
fairness. While it is clear that WWE had a
specific perspective on Warrior, the
documentary could have benefited from
including more of Warrior's own voice, or
from presenting a more nuanced picture
of his life and career. The decision to
exclude Warrior's perspective entirely
has been widely criticized and is perhaps
the documentary's greatest weakness.

CONCLUSION

The Self-Destruction of the Ultimate
Warrior is more than just a wrestling
documentary; it is a cultural artifact that
continues to provoke strong reactions
more than a decade after its release. Its
presence on Dailymotion has ensured
that new generations of fans can
discover it for themselves, engaging with
its content and forming their own
judgments. Whether viewed as a fair
critigue or a biased attack, the
documentary remains an essential piece
of wrestling history, one that sheds light
on the complex and often contentious
relationship between performers and the
companies they work for. The Ultimate
Warrior's legacy is ultimately a mixed
one, but it is a legacy that cannot be
fully understood without considering the
documentary that tried to tear it down.
As fans continue to debate its merits,
The Self-Destruction of the Ultimate
Warrior will remain a fixture in
wrestling's digital landscape, shared,
discussed, and dissected on Dailymotion
and beyond. The man himself may have
passed, but the debate over his life and
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legacy is far from over.



