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HOLY
RESURRECTION
SERBIAN
ORTHODOX
CATHEDRAL: A
BEACON OF FAITH
AND HERITAGE

In  the  heart  of  the
American  Midwest,
where  the  sky l ine
meets  the  shores  of
Lake  Michigan,  stands
a  remarkable  spiritual
landmark known as the
Holy  Resurrect ion
Serb ian  Orthodox
Cathedral.  This  sacred
institution  is  far  more

t h a n  a  p l a c e  o f
worship;  it  is  a  living
monument to centuries
of faith, a repository of
rich cultural traditions,
a n d  a  v i b r a n t
community  hub  for
Serbian-Americans and
Orthodox  Christians
from all  walks  of  life.
For  those  who  step
through its  doors,  the
cathedral  offers  a
profound  sense  of
c o n n e c t i o n  t o  a
heritage that stretches
back  to  the  Balkans
and the early  days of
Christianity.  Whether
y o u  a r e  a  d e v o u t
parishioner,  a lover of
architecture, or simply
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a curious traveler, the
story of  this  cathedral
is  one  of  resilience,
b e a u t y ,  a n d
unwavering devotion.
Located  in  Chicago,
I l l i no i s ,  t he  Ho l y
Resurrection  Serbian
Orthodox  Cathedral
serves  as  the  seat  of
the  Serbian  Orthodox
D i o c e s e  o f  N e w
Gracanica-Midwestern
America. It stands as a
powerful symbol of the
Serb ian  peop le ' s
e n d u r i n g  s p i r i t ,
carrying  forward  a
legacy  that  survived
centuries  of  turmoil,
migration, and change.
This  art icle  delves
deep  into  the  history,
architecture,  cultural
impact,  and  spiritual
life  of  this  magnificent
cathedral,  offering  a
comprehensive look at
w h y  i t  r e m a i n s  a
cornerstone  of  the
Orthodox  Christian
faith in North America.

Historical
Backgrou
nd and
Founding
The story  of  the  Holy
Resurrection  Serbian
Orthodox  Cathedral  is
inextricably  linked  to
the  waves  of  Serbian
immigration  to  the
United  States  in  the
late  19th  and  early
20th centuries. Fleeing
economic hardship and
political  instability  in
the  Old  World,  Serbs
brought  with  them
t h e i r  p r o f o u n d
Orthodox  faith  and  a
d e e p  d e s i r e  t o
preserve  their  identity
in a new land. By the
early  20th  century,  a
substantial  Serbian
c o m m u n i t y  h a d
established  itself  in
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Chicago,  particularly
on the city's Near West
Side and in the South
Shore  neighborhoods.
These early immigrants
recognized  that  a
church was not merely
a building but the very
c e n t e r  o f  t h e i r
communal and spiritual
life.
Initially, the community
gathered  in  rented
h a l l s  a n d  s m a l l
storefront  churches.
However, the need for
a  permanent,  grander
space became evident
as  the  congregation
grew.  In  1913,  the
Serb ian  Orthodox
Church in America was
formally  organized,
and by the 1920s, the
c o m m u n i t y  h a d
purchased property  at
the  corner  of  55th
Street  and  Dorchester
Avenue  in  the  Hyde
Park  neighborhood.
This  location  would
eventually become the

h o m e  o f  t h e  H o l y
Resurrection  Serbian
Orthodox  Cathedral.
The original building, a
former  Protestant
church, was purchased
and rededicated.  Over
the following decades,
through  the  Great
Depression, World War
II,  and  the  post-war
e r a ,  t h e  p a r i s h
continued  to  grow,
b e c o m i n g  a  v i t a l
anchor  for  Serbian
families in the Chicago
area.
T h e  f o r m a l
establishment  of  the
diocesan  cathedral
status  came  later,
reflecting  the  growing
influence  and
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
importance  of  the
parish.  As the Serbian
Orthodox community in
the Midwest expanded,
the need for a central
ecclesiastical  authority
became clear. The Holy
Resurrection  Church
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was  elevated  to  the
status  of  a  cathedral,
becoming  the  seat  of
t h e  b i s h o p .  T h i s
transition  marked  a
significant  milestone,
t rans fo rming  the
church  from  a  local
parish  into  a  regional
center  of  Orthodox
Chr i s t i an i ty .  The
cathedral's history is a
testament to the vision
o f  e a r l y  S e r b i a n
i m m i g r a n t s  w h o
sacrificed  tirelessly  to
build a lasting spiritual
h o m e  f o r  f u t u r e
generations,  ensuring
that  their  faith  and
culture  would  not  be
lost in the melting pot
of America.

Architect
ure and

Interior
Design
The architecture of the
Holy  Resurrect ion
Serb ian  Orthodox
Cathedral  is  a striking
blend  of  traditional
Byzantine and Serbian
m e d i e v a l  s t y l e s ,
designed  to  inspire
awe  and  reverence.
While the exterior may
appear  somewhat
understated  compared
t o  s o m e  g r a n d
European  cathedrals,
the  true  splendor  of
this  holy  place  l ies
within  its  walls.  The
design  principles  are
rooted in the Orthodox
theology of the church
a s  a n  i c o n  o f  t h e
Kingdom  of  Heaven,
where  every  element
h a s  s p i r i t u a l
significance.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
captivating features of
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the  cathedral  is  its
stunning  system  of
domes.  The  central
dome,  r i s ing  h igh
a b o v e  t h e  n a v e ,
represents the heavens
and the omnipresence
of  God.  It  is  typically
a d o r n e d  w i t h  a
magnificent  fresco  of
Christ  Pantocrator
(Christ the Ruler of All),
gazing down upon the
congregation  with  a
look of both judgment
a n d  m e r c y .
S u r r o u n d i n g  t h e
cen t ra l  dome  a re
smaller  domes  and
a r c h e s ,  e a c h
contributing  to  the
o v e r a l l  s e n s e  o f
upward movement and
spiritual  ascent.  The
use  of  arches,  both
rounded  and  pointed,
is  typical  of  Byzantine
architecture, creating a
sense  of  rhythm  and
harmony  throughout
the  interior.
Stepping  inside  the

ca thedra l ,  one  i s
immediately enveloped
by  a  world  of  color,
light,  and  sacred  art.
The walls  are covered
i n  v i b r a n t
iconography—frescoes
and  icons  depicting
Christ, the Virgin Mary,
the saints, and scenes
from the  Bible.  These
a r e  n o t  m e r e l y
decorat ive;  in  the
Orthodox  tradition,
icons are windows into
the divine, serving as a
means  of  prayer  and
contemplation.  The
iconography  at  the
Holy  Resurrect ion
Cathedral  is  executed
i n  a  t r a d i t i o n a l
Byzantine  style,  with
gold leaf backgrounds,
elongated  figures,  and
rich,  deep  colors  that
seem  to  glow  in  the
candlelight. The careful
placement of each icon
f o l l o w s  a  s t r i c t
theological  program,
guiding the worshiper's
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gaze from the entrance
of  the  church  to  the
altar,  symbolizing  the
j o u r n e y  f r o m  t h e
material world into the
presence of God.

The
Iconostasi
s and
Sacred
Art
Dominating the interior
o f  t h e  H o l y
Resurrection  Serbian
Orthodox  Cathedral  is
the  iconostas is ,  a
magnificent  wall  of
icons  that  separates
the  nave  (where  the
congregation  stands)
from  the  sanctuary
(the holiest part of the
c h u r c h ) .  T h e
iconostasis  is  not  a
barrier in the Western

sense but a portal, an
interface  between  the
e a r t h l y  a n d  t h e
heavenly  realms.  At
the  Holy  Resurrection
C a t h e d r a l ,  t h e
i c o n o s t a s i s  i s  a
m a s t e r p i e c e  o f
woodca rv ing  and
iconography,  typically
featuring  several  tiers
of icons arranged in a
specific  hierarchical
order.
The  central  doors  of
the iconostasis, known
as the Royal Doors or
Beautiful  Gates,  are
reserved for the clergy
d u r i n g  l i t u r g i c a l
processions.  Flanking
these  doors  are  the
primary icons of Christ
and the Theotokos (the
Virgin  Mary).  To  the
r ight  o f  the  Roya l
Doors  is  an  icon  of
Christ  the  Teacher  or
Christ  Enthroned,  and
to the left is an icon of
the Virgin Mary holding
the Christ Child, known
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as the Hodegetria (She
Who Shows the Way).
These  are  the  two
central  figures  of
Christian  faith,  always
present at the heart of
the  iconostasis.  The
icon of the patron saint
of  the  cathedral,  the
Holy  Resurrection  of
Christ, also occupies a
prominent  p lace ,
reminding  a l l  who
enter  of  the  central
m y s t e r y  o f  t h e
Christian  faith.  The
iconostas is  i s  not
mere ly  a  p iece  o f
religious  art;  it  is  a
theological  statement
in  wood  and  gold,  a
visual  catechism  that
teaches  the  faithful
about  the  communion
o f  s a i n t s  a n d  t h e
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e
C h u r c h .  T h e
c r a f t s m a n s h i p
d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e
carving and painting is
a  testament  to  the
ded ica t ion  o f  the

a r t i s t s  a n d  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  t h a t
supported  them.

Religious
and
Cultural
Significan
ce
The  Holy  Resurrection
Serb ian  Orthodox
C a t h e d r a l  h o l d s
immense  rel igious
significance  as  the
center  of  the  Serbian
Orthodox  Diocese  of
N e w  G r a c a n i c a -
Midwestern America. It
is  where the diocesan
bishop  presides  over
m a j o r  l i t u r g i c a l
c e l e b r a t i o n s ,
ordinations,  and  other
i m p o r t a n t
ecclesiastical  events.
The  cathedral  is  the
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spiritual  heart  of  the
diocese,  setting  the
tone  fo r  worsh ip ,
doctrine,  and  pastoral
ca re  fo r  pa r i shes
across  several  states.
The celebration of the
Divine  Liturgy,  the
central act of Orthodox
worship, is carried out
with full solemnity and
b e a u t y ,  o f t e n
i n c o r p o r a t i n g
traditional  Serbian
chant  and  polyphonic
singing  that  lifts  the
soul  and  creates  a
profound  atmosphere
of  prayer.
Beyond  i ts  pure ly
rel ig ious  role,  the
cathedral  is  a  vital
cultural  institution  for
the  Serbian-American
community.  It  serves
as a living museum of
Serb ian  her i tage,
w h e r e  l a n g u a g e ,
customs, and traditions
are  preserved  and
passed  down.  The
c a t h e d r a l  h o s t s

numerous  cultural
events  throughout  the
year,  including  Slava
ce lebrat ions  ( the
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  a
family's  patron  saint),
Serbian Christmas and
Easter  t radi t ions,
concerts of Serbian folk
and  classical  music,
a n d  d a n c e
performances  by  the
local Kolo  (folk dance)
groups.  These  events
a r e  n o t  m e r e l y
nostalgic  trips  to  the
p a s t ;  t h e y  a r e
d y n a m i c ,  l i v i n g
e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a
culture  that  continues
to evolve while staying
rooted  in  its  origins.
For  many  second,
th i rd ,  and  fourth-
generation  Serbian-
A m e r i c a n s ,  t h e
c a t h e d r a l  i s  t h e
primary  place  where
they can connect with
t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l
language and customs,
forg ing  a  sense  of
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identity  that  bridges
the Old World and the
New.  I t  i s  a  p l ace
where  children  learn
the  Cyrillic  alphabet
and  the  s tor ies  o f
Serbian  saints  and
heroes,  ensuring  that
the  cultural  flame
cont inues  to  burn
brightly.

The
Cathedral
's Role in
the
Communi
ty
Like a beacon on a hill,
the  Holy  Resurrection
Serb ian  Orthodox
Cathedral  extends  its
light  far  beyond  the
walls  of  the  church

building.  It  is  deeply
involved in the broader
Chicago  community,
engaging  in  a  wide
range  of  charitable,
educational, and social
outreach  programs.
The cathedral operates
a  S u n d a y  s c h o o l
program that  provides
religious  education  to
children  and  youth,
teaching  them  the
foundations  of  the
Orthodox  faith,  the
history  of  the  Church,
and the importance of
moral  l iving.  Adult
education  classes,
Bible study groups, and
catechetical  programs
are  also  offered,
providing  l i fe long
learning  opportunities
for  parishioners  of  all
ages.
Philanthropy is  a  core
tenet  of  Orthodox
Christian  life,  and  the
cathedral  takes  this
responsibility seriously.
The  parish  is  actively
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involved in feeding the
hungry,  sheltering  the
h o m e l e s s ,  a n d
supporting  families  in
need  within  the  local
neighborhood. Whether
through a food pantry,
a  clothing  drive,  or
financial  assistance  for
struggling families, the
cathedral seeks to live
out the Gospel of Christ
in  tangible  ways.  The
church  also  partners
with other religious and
c o m m u n i t y
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o
address broader social
i s s u e s ,  s u c h  a s
poverty,  violence,  and
racial  reconciliation,
serving as a witness to
the  power  of  faith  to
heal  and  unite.  The
clergy and lay leaders
are  often  called  upon
to  offer  spiritual
guidance  and  comfort
to those facing difficult
times, visiting the sick
i n  h o s p i t a l s  a n d
nursing  homes,  and

providing pastoral care
to  t he  l one l y  and
grieving.  In  a  world
that  can  often  feel
f r a g m e n t e d  a n d
isolating, the cathedral
offers a powerful sense
o f  b e l o n g i n g ,  a
community of faith that
welcomes all with open
arms.

Liturgical
Life and
Traditions
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
profound  experiences
a t  t h e  H o l y
Resurrection  Serbian
Orthodox  Cathedral  is
participating  in  its
liturgical life. The daily
and  weekly  cycle  of
services  is  rich  with
symbolism, prayer, and
chant .  The  Div ine
Liturgy  of  St .  John
C h r y s o s t o m ,
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ce lebra ted  every
Sunday  and  on  major
feas t  days ,  i s  the
centerpiece  of  the
week. The service is a
m u l t i - s e n s o r y
experience—the  sight
of  icons  and  candles,
the  smell  of  incense,
the  sound  of  chant,
and  the  taste  of  the
blessed  bread.  The
liturgical language is a
b l e n d  o f  C h u r c h
Slavonic  and  English,
a l l o w i n g  b o t h
traditionalists  and
modern  worshipers  to
participate  fully.  The
use of Church Slavonic,
the liturgical  language
of the Slavic Orthodox
world,  connects  the
congregation  to  the
ancient  roots  of  their
faith, while the use of
English  ensures  that
younger  generations
and  conver t s  can
u n d e r s t a n d  a n d
e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e
prayers.

Major  feast  days  are
c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h
particular  splendor  at
the  cathedral.  Easter,
known as Pascha in the
Orthodox  tradition,  is
the  greatest  feast  of
the year. The midnight
Resurrection  service,
the  procession  around
t h e  c h u r c h  w i t h
candles and the icon of
the  Resurrection,  and
the joyful proclamation
"Christ  is  Risen!"  are
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
experiences.  Similarly,
Christmas, the Feast of
t h e  T h e o p h a n y
(Epiphany),  and  the
Feast of Pentecost are
marked  by  special
services,  traditional
foods,  and  communal
gatherings.  The  Slava
of  the  cathedral,  the
Feas t  o f  t he  Ho l y
Resurrect ion,  is  a
particularly  joyous
occasion,  drawing
visitors from across the
diocese  and  beyond.
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These celebrations are
not  passive  events;
t h e y  a r e  a c t i v e ,
communal  expressions
of  faith  that  bind  the
community together in
a shared experience of
t h e  d i v i n e .  T h e
traditions  of  fasting,
prayer, and almsgiving
that prepare for these
feasts are also integral
to  the  spiritual  life  of
the parish, helping the
fai thful  to  grow  in
discipline,  humility,
and  love.

The
Cathedral
Today
and
Visitor

Informati
on
In the 21st century, the
Holy  Resurrect ion
Serb ian  Orthodox
Cathedral continues to
thrive  as  a  dynamic
spiritual  center.  Under
the  leadership  of  its
bishop and rector, the
cathedral community is
a d a p t i n g  t o  t h e
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f
modern  l i fe  wh i le
remaining steadfast  in
its  commitment  to
tradition. The parish is
e x p e r i e n c i n g  a
r e n e w a l ,  w i t h  a
growing  number  of
young  families  and
converts  joining  the
or ig ina l  Se rb ian -
American  base.  This
diversity is a source of
strength, bringing new
perspect ives  and
e n e r g y  t o  t h e
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c o m m u n i t y .  T h e
ca thed ra l  i s  a l so
increasingly embracing
digital technology, live-
streaming  services,
and  maintaining  an
active online presence
to  reach  those  who
c a n n o t  a t t e n d  i n
person.
For  those  wishing  to
v i s i t  t h e  H o l y
Resurrection  Serbian
Orthodox  Cathedral,  it
i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e
historic  Hyde  Park
n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f
Chicago,  not  far  from
the  Un ive r s i t y  o f
Chicago  campus.  The
cathedral  welcomes
visitors of all faiths and
b a c k g r o u n d s .
Attending  a  Divine
Liturgy  on  a  Sunday
morning is a wonderful
way to experience the

beauty of the Orthodox
faith. It is advisable to
check  the  cathedral's
w e b s i t e  f o r  t h e
schedule  of  services
and any special events.
Visitors  are  asked  to
dress modestly and to
be  respectful  of  the
s a c r e d  s p a c e .
Photography is usually
permitted  but  should
be done discreetly and
without  flash  during
services.  Guided tours
can often be arranged
by  contact ing  the
parish  office  in
advance,  offering  a
deeper  understanding
o f  t h e  h i s t o r y ,
arch i tecture ,  and
t h e o l o g y  o f  t h i s
remarkable  place.
Whether you come for
spiritual  enrichment,
cultural


