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When Magic: The Gathering returned to
the gothic  horror  plane of  Innistrad in
2016, it brought with it a sense of dread,
mystery,  and  mechanical  depth  that
captivated players around the world. The
Shadows Over Innistrad Card List is
more than just a collection of 297 cards;
it is a carefully constructed narrative of a
plane corrupted by an ancient, eldritch
force. For collectors, deck builders, and
lore enthusiasts alike, understanding this
set is essential. This article will explore
the key cards, mechanics, and themes
from the Shadows Over Innistrad Card
List, providing you with everything you
need to appreciate one of Magic's most
atmospheric expansions.
Whether  you  are  building  a  Standard
deck from the era, hunting for valuable
singles,  or  simply  revisiting  a  beloved
block, this guide will help you navigate
the  eerie  landscape  of  a  world  gone
mad. Let us step into the moonlit streets
of Innistrad and uncover the secrets held
within this iconic card list.

THE NARRATIVE ARC: WHAT
SHADOWS OVER INNISTRAD
REPRESENTS

Before  diving  into  the  Shadows  Over
Innistrad  Card  List,  it  is  important  to
understand the story that drives the set.
The plane of Innistrad had already been

established  as  a  dark,  gothic  world
where  humans  huddle  behind  walls  of
hope,  besieged  by  werewolves,
vampires,  and  ghosts.  However,
Shadows  Over  Innistrad  introduced  a
new, insidious threat: the emergence of
Emrakul, one of the Eldrazi titans.
The  set's  flavor  is  steeped  in  paranoia
and  transformation.  Avacyn,  the
archangel  protector  of  Innistrad,  has
gone mad. The church of Avacyn is in
turmoil,  and  even  the  most  devout
humans are beginning to question their
faith.  This  narrative  is  reflected
mechanically  in  the  Shadows  Over
Innistrad Card List, with keywords like
Delirium,  Madness,  and  Investigate
embodying  the  themes  of  corruption,
insanity, and the search for truth.
Visually, the set is stunning, with full-art
basic lands and the distinctive "Welcome
to Innistrad" style that makes each card
feel  l ike  a  piece  of  horror  art.  For
collectors,  the  Shadows  Over  Innistrad
Card  List  is  a  treasure  trove  of  both
p l ayab le  ca rds  and  aes the t i c
masterpieces.

KEY MECHANICS FOUND IN THE
SHADOWS OVER INNISTRAD
CARD LIST

The  Shadows  Over  Innistrad  Card  List
introduces four primary mechanics that
define  the  set's  gameplay.
Understanding  these  mechanics  is
crucial for appreciating the set's design
and for building effective decks.

https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/


2

2 Shadows Over Innistrad Card List 2022-11-14

Delirium: Power
Through

Madness
Delirium  is a static ability that grants
additional  effects  if  there  are  four  or
more card types among cards in  your
graveyard.  This  mechanic  encourages
players  to  fill  their  graveyard  with
diverse card types—creatures, instants,
sorceries,  enchantments,  artifacts,  and
planeswalkers—to  unlock  powerful
bonuses.
Key  cards  from  the  Shadows  Over
Innistrad Card List that utilize Delirium
include:

Mindwrack Demon: A 4/5 flying
demon that deals damage to you
each turn unless you have
Delirium active.
Ishkanah, Grafwidow: A
legendary spider that creates a
board of tokens and becomes
incredibly difficult to attack
through with Delirium.
Traverse the Ulvenwald: A
humble green spell that can fetch
any creature from your library
once Delirium is enabled.

Delirium rewards strategic deck building
and  careful  sequencing,  making  it  a
favorite  among  players  who  enjoy
graveyard-based  strategies.

Madness:
Embrace the

Insanity
Madness is a returning mechanic from
the original Innistrad block. It allows you
to cast a card for an alternative, usually
cheaper, cost when you discard it. The
Shadows  Over  Innistrad  Card  List
expands  on  this  with  new  cards  that
make discarding a deliberate,  powerful
action.
Notable  Madness  cards  in  the  set
include:

Fiery Temper: A lightning bolt
with immense upside when cast
for its Madness cost of one red
mana.
From Under the Floorboards: A
versatile spell that creates zombie
tokens and gains life, with a
powerful Madness option.
Olivia, Mobilized for War: A
legendary vampire that gives
creatures haste and +1/+1
counters when you discard cards,
perfectly synergizing with
Madness.

Madness  decks  in  the  Shadows  Over
Innistrad Card List often pair with discard
outlets like Heir of Falkenrath or Call
the  Bloodline  to  generate  value  and
tempo advantages.

Investigate:
Clues and
Conspiracies
The  Investigate  mechanic  introduces
Clue  tokens—artifacts  that  can  be
sacrificed  to  draw  a  card.  This  ability  is
scattered throughout the Shadows Over
Innistrad  Card  List,  representing  the
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investigative  theme  of  a  population
trying  to  uncover  the  truth  about  the
madness sweeping their world.
Key Investigate cards include:

Tireless Tracker: A staple in
many formats, this creature grows
stronger each time you play a land
and creates Clue tokens.
Bygone Bishop: A flying cleric
that generates Clues whenever
you cast a creature spell with
converted mana cost 3 or less.
Confirm Suspicions: A
counterspell that creates three
Clue tokens, providing card
advantage in blue control decks.

The Investigate mechanic is a subtle but
powerful  source  of  card  advantage,
making it a favorite in both casual and
competitive builds.

Transform:
Moonlight and
Monsters
While  not  unique  to  this  set,  the
Transform  mechanic  is  central  to  the
Shadows  Over  Innistrad  Card  List.
Werewolves  and  other  transforming
creatures  are  abundant,  and  the  set
introduces  the  "Double-Faced  Card"
(DFC)  technology,  making  each  one  a
surprise for opponents.
Notable Transform cards include:

Arlinn Kord: A planeswalker that
transforms into a werewolf,
switching between a supportive
role and an aggressive threat.
Duskwatch Recruiter: A mana-
efficient creature that can find

other creatures and becomes a
powerful beater when
transformed.
Westvale Abbey: A land that can
transform into Ormendahl,
Profane Prince, a massive
demon with flying and lifelink.

The  Transform  mechanic  creates
dynamic  gameplay  where  the  state  of
the board and the number of spells cast
can  dramatically  shift  the  game's
direction.

NOTABLE CARDS FROM THE
SHADOWS OVER INNISTRAD
CARD LIST

The  Shadows  Over  Innistrad  Card  List
includes several cards that have become
staples  in  various  formats.  Here  are
some  of  the  most  impactful  and
collectible  cards  from  the  set.

Powerful Mythic
Rares
Archangel Avacyn: This mythic rare is
one of the set's signature cards. A 4/4
with  flash,  flying,  and  vigilance,  she
protects  your  creatures  and  then
transforms when a creature you control
dies,  dealing  3  damage  to  all  other
creatures.  Her  versatility  makes  her  a
top  card  from  the  Shadows  Over
Innistrad  Card  List.
Jace,  Unraveler  of  Secrets:  A  five-
mana  Jace  planeswalker  that  fits
perfectly into control decks. His ability to
draw cards, bounce threats, and deploy
a game-winning ultimate makes him a
sought-after card for blue mages.
Nahiri,  the Harbinger:  A  three-mana
red-white  planeswalker  that  can  loot,
exile tapped creatures, and search for an
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artifact  or  planeswalker.  She  was  a
cornerstone  of  the  "Nahiri's  Wrath"
combo  deck  in  Standard.

Impactful Rares
and Commons
Always  Watching:  An  enchantment
that  gives  your  creatures  +1/+1  and
vigilance. It was a key card in aggressive
white decks from the set.
Reflector Mage: A creature that returns
a  creature  to  its  owner's  hand  and
prevents that creature from being cast
for  a  turn.  I t  was  so  dominant  in
Standard that it was eventually banned.
Eldrazi Displacer: A colorless creature
that  can  flicker  your  own  creatures  for
value  or  remove  opposing  threats.  It
became  a  staple  in  many  Eternal
formats.
The Shadows Over Innistrad Card List is
also  filled  with  excellent  common  and
uncommon cards that are still played in
Pauper and casual formats today, such
as  Foul  Orchard  (the  set's  common
dual  land)  and  Silkwrap  (an  efficient
removal  spell).

HOW TO COLLECT AND UTILIZE
THE SHADOWS OVER INNISTRAD
CARD LIST

For  collectors,  the  Shadows  Over
Innistrad  Card  List  offers  several
avenues for enjoyment. The set includes
full-art  basic  lands,  which  are  highly
sought after for their beautiful artwork.
Additionally, the set has a "Expedition"
variant  of  select  cards,  featuring
alternate  art  and  a  special  frame,
making  them  premium  collectibles.
When  building  a  collection,  consider
focusing  on  the  following:

Double-Faced Cards: These are
iconic to the set and often require
careful storage due to their unique
cardstock and checklists.
Mythic Rares: Powerhouses like
Archangel Avacyn and Jace,
Unraveler of Secrets hold value for
both play and collection.
Full-Art Lands: These are among
the most beautiful basic lands ever
printed and are a staple for cube
and commander enthusiasts.

For players, the Shadows Over Innistrad
Card List is a goldmine for building decks
in formats like Commander, Paupier, and
even  Modern.  Delirium  and  Madness
decks remain popular in casual circles,
and many cards from the set have found
homes in Eternal formats.

CONCLUSION: THE LEGACY OF
SHADOWS OVER INNISTRAD

The  Shadows  Over  Innistrad  Card  List
occupies  a  special  place  in  Magic's
history.  It  successfully  revived  the
beloved  Innistrad  sett ing  whi le
introducing  new,  engaging  mechanics
and  a  compelling  storyline.  The  set's
blend of gothic horror and eldritch terror,
combined  with  its  deep  gameplay,
ensures that it remains a favorite among
players of all levels.
Whether  you  are  seeking  the  thrill  of
cracking  open  a  booster  pack,  the
strategy  of  building  a  Delirium-driven
deck, or the beauty of full-art lands, the
Shadows  Over  Innistrad  Card  List  has
something  to  offer.  Its  impact  on  the
game is  still  felt  today,  and  its  cards
continue  to  see  play  across  multiple
formats.
Dive  into  the  Shadows  Over  Innistrad
Card List, and you will discover a world
where  every  card  tells  a  story,  every
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mechanic  has  a  purpose,  and  every
game  is  a  journey  into  the  heart  of

darkness.  Happy  collecting,  and  may
your graveyard always be full of diverse
card types.


