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INTRODUCTION:
THE TIMELESS
CHARM OF PAPER
BUTTERFLIES

F e w  p a p e r  c r a f t s
c a p t u r e  t h e
imagination  quite  like
an  origami  butterfly.
With  a  single  square
sheet  of  paper,  a  few
precise  folds,  and  a
touch of patience, you
can create  a  delicate,
t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l
insect  that  seems
poised  to  take  flight.
Origami  butterflies  are
be loved  by  paper
folding  enthusiasts  of
all  skill  levels—from
children  learning  their

first  folds  to  seasoned
artists  honing  their
c ra f t .  They  make
charming  decorations
for greeting cards, gift
wrapping,  wall  art,  or
e v e n  w h i m s i c a l
mobiles for  a nursery.
I f  y o u  h a v e  e v e r
wanted  to  learn  how
to  make  a  origami
butterfly  step  by
step,  you  have  come
to the right place. This
guide  will  walk  you
through  the  entire
process  with  clear,
detailed  instructions,
helpful tips, and a few
creative  variations  to
insp i re  your  next
project.  Whether  you
a r e  a  c o m p l e t e
beginner or just looking
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to  refine  your
technique,  these step-
by-step  directions  will
h e l p  y o u  f o l d  a
beautiful  butterfly  with
confidence and ease.

WHAT YOU WILL
NEED TO GET
STARTED

One of the great joys of
origami  is  that  the
s u p p l y  l i s t  i s
refreshingly  short.  For
this  project,  you  only
need  a  few  s imple
items,  most  of  which
you  probably  already
have  at  home.

A square sheet
of origami
paper. Standard
15 cm x 15 cm (6
inch x 6 inch)
paper works
beautifully.
Choose a color or
pattern that
appeals to you.
Traditional
origami paper is

thin, holds a
crease well, and
has one white
side and one
colored side,
which adds
visual interest to
the finished
butterfly.
A flat, clean
work surface. A
table or desk
with a smooth
surface allows
you to make
crisp, accurate
folds. Avoid soft
or cluttered
areas where your
paper might
shift.
A bone folder
or a smooth,
blunt object
(optional). This
tool helps you
create razor-
sharp creases,
but your
fingernail works
perfectly well for
most folds.
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Good lighting.
Origami requires
attention to
detail, so make
sure you can
clearly see your
paper and the
fold lines.

I f  you  do  not  have
specific  origami  paper,
you can cut  a  square
from  ordinary  printer
paper, wrapping paper,
or  even  a  magazine
page.  Just  remember
that thicker paper can
b e  h a r d e r  t o  f o l d
precisely  for  detailed
steps, while paper that
is  too  thin  may  tear.
T h e  r i g h t  p a p e r
t h i c k n e s s  m a k e s
learning how to make
a  origami  butterfly
step  by  step  much
more enjoyable.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR ORIGAMI
PAPER

Be fo re  you  beg in

folding,  it  helps  to
understand a few basic
elements  of  origami
paper.  Most  origami
squares have a colored
side and a white side.
In the instructions that
fol low,  you  wi l l  be
asked to start with the
colored side facing up.
This  ensures  that  the
most prominent part of
your  finished  butterfly
shows  the  color  or
pattern you chose. The
white  side will  appear
on the underside of the
wings  and  in  some
interior  folds,  adding
subtle  contrast.
You will also encounter
the terms "crease" and
"unfold." A crease is a
sharp  fold  that  you
make by running your
fingernail  or  bone
folder  firmly  along  the
folded edge. When you
are  asked  to  unfold,
simply open the paper
back to its previous flat
shape.  These  crease
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lines  act  as  guides  in
later steps, so take the
time  to  make  them
crisp  and  accurate.
Good  creases  are  the
foundat ion  of  any
successful  origami
project,  and  they  are
especially  important
when you are learning
h o w  t o  m a k e  a
origami  butterfly
step  by  step.

STEP-BY-STEP
INSTRUCTIONS:
HOW TO FOLD AN
ORIGAMI
BUTTERFLY

F o l l o w  t h e s e
instructions  carefully,
and  take  your  time
with  each  fold.  The
beauty  of  origami  lies
i n  p r e c i s i o n  a n d
patience. If a fold does
not  look  quite  right,
simply  unfold  and  try
again.  With  a  l itt le
practice,  you  will  be
folding  butterflies  in
just  a  few  minutes.

Step 1:
Create
the
Diagonal
Creases
Place  your  square
sheet of paper on the
work  surface  with  the
colored side facing up.
Fold the paper in half
diagonally  by  bringing
the  top  left  corner
down  to  meet  the
bottom  right  corner.
A l i g n  t h e  e d g e s
perfectly,  then  run
your  fingernail  along
the  fold  to  create  a
sharp  crease.  Unfold
the  paper  completely.
Next,  fold  the  paper
diagonally in the other
direction  by  bringing
the  top  right  corner
down  to  meet  the
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bottom  left  corner.
Crease  firmly  and
unfo ld  aga in .  You
should now have an X-
shaped crease pattern
across your square.

Step 2:
Create
the
Horizonta
l and
Vertical
Creases
With  the  colored  side
still facing up, fold the
p a p e r  i n  h a l f
horizontally by bringing
the top edge down to
meet the bottom edge.
Crease  and  unfold.
Then fold the paper in
ha l f  ver t i ca l l y  by

bringing the  left  edge
over to the right edge.
Crease  and  unfold.
Your paper now has a
grid  of  intersecting
c rease  l i nes :  two
d i a g o n a l s ,  o n e
horizontal,  and  one
vertical. These creases
are  essential  for  the
next collapse step.

Step 3:
Collapse
into the
Prelimina
ry
Triangle
Base
This step is sometimes
called  a  "waterbomb
base"  or  a  "triangle
collapse."  Hold  the
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paper  so  tha t  the
diagonal  creases  are
running from corner to
corner.  Gently  bring
the left and right edges
of the paper together,
allowing  the  paper  to
f o l d  a l o n g  t h e
horizontal  and vertical
creases.  The  paper
s h o u l d  n a t u r a l l y
collapse into a triangle
shape with two flaps on
the  inside.  Press  the
triangle  flat,  making
sure  the  edges  are
aligned, and crease the
sides  firmly.  You  now
have a triangle with a
single point at the top
and  two  open  flaps  at
the bottom. This is the
start ing  shape  for
many  classic  origami
mode l s  and  a  key

milestone  in  learning
h o w  t o  m a k e  a
origami  butterfly
step  by  step.

Step 4:
Fold the
Top Layer
Corners
Upward
Place  the  triangle  so
the solid point is at the
top  and  the  open flaps
are  at  the  bottom,
pointing  toward  you.
Working only with the
top layer of paper, take
the right corner of


