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INTRODUCTION: UNCOVERING
THE SECRETS OF THE GREAT SEA

Few  experiences  in  The  Legend  of
Zelda: The Wind Waker  capture the
sense  o f  adven tu re  qu i t e  l i ke
deciphering  a  mysterious  map  and
sailing  toward  an  unknown location  in
search  of  buried  riches.  Zelda  Wind
Waker Treasure Charts are more than
just collectibles—they are your passport
to some of the most rewarding hidden
content in the game. Whether you are a
first-time  sailor  on  the  Great  Sea  or  a
veteran returning to revisit this timeless
classic,  understanding  how  to  obtain,
read, and act on these charts is essential
for maximizing your journey.
In  this  comprehensive  guide,  we  will
explore every facet of treasure charts in
The  Wind  Waker.  From  where  to  find
them and how to decipher their cryptic
markings, to the precise locations of the
buried loot and the best strategies for
efficient  hunting,  this  article  covers
everything  you  need  to  become  a
master  treasure  seeker.  Let  us  weigh
anchor  and  set  sail  into  the  world  of
Zelda Wind Waker Treasure Charts.

WHAT ARE TREASURE CHARTS IN
THE WIND WAKER?

Treasure  charts  are  special  items that
appear  as  old,  tattered  maps  in  your
inventory. Each chart corresponds to a
specific  patch  of  ocean  or  a  discrete
island location where a valuable item is

buried.  Unlike  the  main  story  quests,
these  charts  are  entirely  optional,  but
they reward you with some of the most
useful gear, rupees, and rare collectibles
in the game. There are dozens of charts
to discover, and each one requires a bit
of detective work to unlock its secret.
The  concept  is  simple:  you  find  a  chart,
you interpret the markings, you sail to
the  indicated  spot,  and  you  use  the
Grappling Hook or a shovel—depending
on  the  situation—to  unearth  the
treasure.  However,  the  execution  is
where the magic lies. The charts are not
always  straightforward,  and  some
demand  careful  attention  to  the
geography  of  the  Great  Sea.

HOW TO OBTAIN TREASURE
CHARTS

There  are  several  ways  to  add  Zelda
Wind Waker Treasure Charts to your
collection.  Knowing these methods will
help  you  systematically  gather  every
chart in the game.

Purchasing from
Beedle
The traveling merchant Beedle operates
a floating shop on the Great Sea, and he
occasionally  stocks  treasure  charts.  As
you  progress  through  the  game,  his
inventory  expands.  Make it  a  habit  to
check his wares whenever you see his
shop ship. Some charts sold by Beedle
are  exclusive  and  cannot  be  found
elsewhere.
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Finding Them in
Chests
Many treasure charts are hidden inside
chests  on  various  is lands  and  in
dungeons.  Some  are  tucked  away  in
plain sight, while others require solving
puzzles or defeating enemies to access.
Exploring every nook and cranny of the
game world will reward you with several
charts.

Rewards from
Side Quests
Certain  characters  will  gift  you  a
treasure  chart  after  completing  a
specific task. For example, the Picto Box
quest  and  the  Nintendo  Gallery  side
quest  can  yield  charts  as  rewards.
Always talk  to  NPCs and follow up on
their requests.

Defeating
Enemies and
Bosses
A few charts are dropped by mini-bosses
or  found  inside  enemy-infested  areas.
Keep an eye out for sparkling spots or
suspicious walls that might hide a chart.

HOW TO READ AND DECIPHER
TREASURE CHARTS

Once you have a treasure chart in your
i n v e n t o r y ,  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  i s
understanding what it shows. Each chart
is a hand-drawn map of a specific area of
the Great Sea or an island. The markings

indicate the exact location of the buried
treasure.

Understanding
the Markings
Most  charts  feature  a  small  "X"  or  a
circle that marks the spot. The chart also
includes a silhouette of the island or the
shape  of  the  surrounding  sea.  Some
charts are relatively easy to read, while
others require you to match the shape of
the coastline or the arrangement of reefs
with your in-game map.

Using the Sea
Chart for
Reference
Your Sea Chart, which you obtain early in
the game,  is  your  best  tool  for  cross-
referencing.  Open  both  the  treasure
chart and the Sea Chart side by side in
your  mind—or  use  the  game's  pause
menu to switch between them. Look for
distinctive  features:  a  unique  inlet,  a
cluster  of  rocks,  a  specific  curve  of  the
shore, or the position of a small island
relative to a larger one.

Tips for Matching
Charts to
Locations

Look for unique landmarks
such as a single tree, a bridge, or a
specific rock formation.
Pay attention to the
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orientation of the chart. Some
charts are drawn from a bird's-eye
view, while others are more
abstract.
Use the telescope from your
boat to scan the horizon and
identify matching shapes.
Visit the Fishman at each island.
He will reveal the island's name
and sometimes provide hints
about nearby treasure.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
TREASURE CHARTS AND
TRIFORCE CHARTS

A  common  point  of  confusion  among
players  is  the  distinction  between
regular  treasure  charts  and  Triforce
Charts.  While  both appear  as  maps in
your  inventory,  they  serve  different
purposes.
Treasure  Charts  lead  to  optional
loot—rupees,  heart  pieces,  and  other
valuable items. They are not required to
complete the main story.
Triforce Charts, on the other hand, are
essential for progressing in the second
half  of  the  game.  There  are  eight
Triforce Charts, and each one leads to a
shard  of  the  Triforce  of  Courage.  You
must  decipher  these  charts  and  then
have Tingle decipher them for a fee (in
rupees) to reveal the exact location of
each shard. The process is similar, but
the stakes are much higher.
For the purposes of this article, we are
focusing  on  standard  treasure  charts,
though  many  of  the  same  techniques
apply to Triforce Charts as well.

NOTABLE TREASURE CHARTS
AND THEIR REWARDS

Some  Zelda  Wind  Waker  Treasure
Charts  are  more  famous  than  others

because of the quality of the items they
yield. Here are a few standout examples:

Treasure Chart
#1: The Hero's
Bow Upgrade
One  of  the  most  sought-after  charts
leads  to  a  hidden  chest  containing  a
quiver upgrade. This allows you to carry
more arrows, which is invaluable for both
combat and puzzle-solving. The chart is
f ound  on  a  sma l l  i s l and  i n  t he
northeastern quadrant of the map.

Treasure Chart
#4: Piece of
Heart
A  heart  piece  is  always  a  welcome
discovery. Chart #4 points to a secluded
cove on a crescent-shaped island.  The
heart  piece  itself  is  buried  under  a
distinctive palm tree.

Treasure Chart
#12: Rupees
Galore
This chart leads to a massive cache of
rupees—enough to fund your purchases
at  Beedle's  shop  and  pay  Tingle  for
deciphering  services.  The  location  is
near a reef that is only accessible at a
specific tide.
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Treasure Chart
#21: The Magic

Armor Fragment
A lesser-known chart rewards you with a
piece of the Magic Armor set. This armor
reduces  damage  but  consumes  magic
power.  It  is  a  great  find for  players  who
enjoy a more defensive playstyle.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO
HUNTING TREASURE

If  you  are  new to  treasure  hunting  in
The Wind Waker,  follow this step-by-
step process to ensure you never miss a
prize.

Obtain a Treasure Chart using1.
any of the methods described
above.
Examine the Chart in your2.
inventory. Note the shape of the
coastline, the position of the "X,"
and any unique landmarks.
Open your Sea Chart and try to3.
match the silhouette from the
treasure chart to an island or
region you have visited or can see
on the map.
Sail to the suspected location.4.
Use the wind direction to your
advantage by adjusting your sail
and using the Wind Waker baton
to change the wind direction if
needed.
Once you arrive at the island,5.
explore the area shown on the
treasure chart. Look for the
specific landmark that matches
the chart.
Use the Grappling Hook on the6.
designated spot (usually indicated

by a small sparkling patch of
ground or a crack in the earth).
Alternatively, if the treasure is
underwater, you may need to use
the Iron Boots to sink down and
retrieve it.
Claim your reward. The treasure7.
will appear in a chest or as a
floating item.

ADVANCED TIPS FOR EFFICIENT
TREASURE HUNTING

To  save  time  and  avoid  frustration,
consider these advanced strategies.

Complete the
Nintendo Gallery
First
Several treasure charts are rewards for
completing  the  Nintendo  Gallery  side
quest, which involves taking pictographs
of every character in the game. This is a
long-term  goal,  but  it  yields  multiple
charts as you progress.

Use the Tingle
Tuner for Hints
If  you  have  the  Tingle  Tuner  (via  the
Game Boy  Advance  connection  in  the
original GameCube version, or the Tingle
Bottle  in  the  HD  version),  you  can
summon Tingle for hints about treasure
locations. He will charge you rupees, but
the  hints  can  be  helpful  for  the  most
cryptic charts.
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Mark Your Sea
Chart
In  the  HD version  on  Wii  U,  you  can
place pins on your Sea Chart. Use this
feature to mark the locations of treasure
charts you have not yet deciphered or
collected. This visual reminder will save
you from sailing in circles.

Prioritize Charts
That Upgrade
Your Gear
Not  all  treasures  are  created  equal.
Heart pieces and quiver upgrades should
be prioritized over rupee caches. Focus
on  charts  that  directly  improve  your
combat or exploration capabilities.

Sail During
Daylight
Some  treasure  spots  are  easier  to
identify in daylight because the lighting
is better. If you are struggling to see the
landmarks,  use  the  Wind  Waker  to
change the time of day to morning or
noon.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
TO AVOID THEM

Even  experienced  players  can  make
errors when hunting treasure. Here are
the most common pitfalls.

Misreading the orientation of
the chart. Always double-check
which direction is north. The chart

may be rotated relative to your
Sea Chart.
Confusing one island for
another. Many islands have
similar shapes. Look for unique
features like bridges, trees, or
enemy camps to confirm you are
in the right place.
Forgetting to equip the
Grappling Hook. You cannot dig
up treasure without the proper
tool. Make sure you have the
Grappling Hook assigned to an
item slot before you arrive.
Ignoring the Fishman. The
Fishman at each island provides
the island's name and sometimes
hints about buried treasure.
Always talk to him once you arrive.
Not checking the wind
direction. Sailing against the wind
is slow and frustrating. Use the
Wind Waker to change the wind
direction before you set out.

THE REWARDS OF PERSISTENCE

Collecting  every  treasure  chart  and
retrieving every buried item is one of the
most  satisfying  completionist  goals  in
The  Wind  Waker.  The  rewards  go
beyond the items themselves. You gain a
deeper familiarity with the geography of
the Great Sea, you unlock hidden lore,
and  you  feel  a  genuine  sense  of
accomplishment  with  each  successful
dig.  Some treasures also contribute to
your total percentage completion, which
is  displayed  on  the  save  file  after  you
beat  the  game.
Additionally, the rupees you collect from
treasure charts can be used to purchase
the expensive  items at  Beedle's  shop,
such as the all-important Bait Bag and
the  Magic  Shield.  Without  treasure
hunting,  you  may  find  yourself  short  on
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funds when you need them most.

ZELDA WIND WAKER TREASURE
CHARTS: A JOURNEY WORTH
TAKING

The process of locating and deciphering

Zelda Wind Waker Treasure Charts
is a core part of the game's identity. It
encourages  exploration,  rewards
patience, and makes the vast ocean feel
alive with secrets. Every time you pull a
soggy, old map from a chest,  you are
invited on a mini-ad


