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Embarking on the journey to become a certified educator in Georgia is both rewarding and challenging. One of the critical milestones you will face is
passing the Georgia Assessments for the Certification of Educators (GACE). Among the various tests, the Gace 087 Study Guide is a vital tool for
those aiming to excel in the Early Childhood Education (P-5) assessment. Whether you are a recent graduate or a career changer, understanding the
structure of the exam and preparing effectively can make all the difference. This comprehensive article will walk you through everything you need to
know about the GACE 087 study guide, how to use it, and proven strategies to boost your confidence and performance on test day.

WHAT IS THE GACE 087 EXAM?

The GACE 087 exam is designed to measure the knowledge and skills of prospective early childhood educators in Georgia. It covers a broad range of
topics essential for teaching children from Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 5. The assessment is part of the GACE program, which ensures that
educators meet the state’s rigorous standards.

Exam Format and Content Areas

The GACE 087 is typically a computer-based test consisting of multiple-choice questions and constructed-response items. It is divided into two
subtests, each focusing on crucial domains:

e Subtest | (Test Code 088) - Reading and Language Arts, Social Studies, and fine arts/health/physical education.
e Subtest Il (Test Code 089) - Mathematics, Science, and foundational skills in child development and learning.

Understanding this structure is the first step in creating an effective study plan. A dedicated Gace 087 Study Guide will break down each domain,
outline key concepts, and provide practice questions that mirror the actual exam.

WHY YOU NEED A SPECIALIZED STUDY GUIDE

Study Schedules and Goal Setting

Time management is crucial. Look for a guide that offers sample study schedules (e.g., 4-week, 8-week, or 12-week plans). Setting daily or weekly
goals keeps you accountable and on track.

Tips for Constructed-Response Questions

The GACE 087 includes essay-style questions that require you to apply knowledge to classroom scenarios. A quality guide teaches you how to
organize your response, use educational terminology, and support your ideas with examples.

HOW TO USE YOUR GACE 087 STUDY GUIDE EFFECTIVELY

Simply owning a study guide is not enough. You must use it strategically. Follow these steps to maximize your preparation:

1. Take a Diagnostic Test. Start by taking a practice test under timed conditions. This baseline shows your current strengths and weaknesses.

2. Review the Detailed Content Outlines. Match your diagnostic results to the guide’s content sections. Focus more time on domains where
you scored lowest.

3. Create a Study Calendar. Allocate specific blocks each day for review. For instance, Monday-Wednesday: Reading & Language Arts;
Thursday-Friday: Math; weekends: practice tests and review errors.

4. Use Active Learning Techniques. Instead of passively reading, take notes, create flashcards, and teach concepts to a peer. The guide’s
summaries and key terms are great starting points.

5. Simulate Test Day. In the final two weeks, take at least two full-length practice tests in a quiet, timed setting. This builds stamina and
familiarity.

6. Review Mistakes Thoroughly. For every incorrect answer, read the explanation, revisit the relevant content, and note why you missed it.
This turns errors into learning opportunities.

While general test-prep resources can be helpful, a focused study guide tailored to the GACE 087 offers distinct advantages. It aligns with Georgia’s
specific standards and the competencies the state expects from its early childhood educators. Here are a few reasons why investing in a quality Gace
087 Study Guide is a wise decision:

» Targeted Content: The guide zeroes in on the exact topics and subtopics that appear on the test, saving you time.

» Authentic Practice Questions: You get exposure to questions designed to match the difficulty and style of the real exam.

» Test-Taking Strategies: Tips on pacing, elimination techniques, and how to approach constructed-response answers are included.
» Confidence Building: Repeated practice and review of key concepts reduce anxiety and improve recall.

KEY COMPONENTS OF AN EFFECTIVE GACE 087 STUDY GUIDE

Not all study guides are created equal. When selecting or creating your own Gace 087 Study Guide, look for the following essential features:

Comprehensive Content Review

The guide should cover all four major content domains. For example, in Subtest I, you need a deep understanding of literacy development, phonemic
awareness, comprehension strategies, and social studies frameworks. In Subtest Il, you'll revisit mathematical operations, geometry, measurement,
data analysis, life science, physical science, and earth/space science. A thorough review ensures no topic is left behind.

Practice Tests with Explanations

Full-length practice tests are invaluable. They help you simulate the testing environment, identify weak areas, and build endurance. The best study
guides include detailed answer explanations, not just correct answers, so you understand the reasoning behind each choice.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES TO COMPLEMENT YOUR STUDY GUIDE

A Gace 087 Study Guide is powerful, but combining it with other resources can deepen your understanding. Consider these supplementary tools:

» Official GACE Website. Access the test blueprint, sample questions, and registration details. The site offers free webinars and a list of
approved test preparation providers.

e Online Study Groups. Join forums or social media groups dedicated to Georgia educator certification. Discussing challenging topics with peers
can reinforce learning.

e Educational Apps and Flashcards. Use apps like Quizlet to review key vocabulary and concepts on the go. Many guides also come with
online flashcard decks.

e Mentor or Colleague. If you know an experienced early childhood educator, ask them to review sample essay responses or clarify
classroom-based scenarios.

COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID DURING PREPARATION

Even with the best Gace 087 Study Guide in hand, test-takers sometimes fall into traps. Be aware of these common mistakes:

e Procrastination. Cramming a week before the exam is ineffective. Start early and space out your study sessions.

 Ignoring Subtest Il. Many people focus more on literacy and social studies, but math and science require just as much attention. Balance your
review across all domains.

* Overlooking the Constructed-Response Section. Some candidates underestimate the writing portion. Practice writing timed responses
using the guide’s prompts.

e Not Simulating Test Conditions. If you only study in a relaxed environment, the pressure of the real test can throw you off. Regularly
practice under timed conditions.

* Relying Solely on Memorization. The GACE 087 assesses application of knowledge, not just recall. Use the guide’s scenario-based questions
to build critical thinking skills.

SAMPLE STUDY PLAN USING THE GACE 087 STUDY GUIDE
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To give you a concrete idea, here is a condensed eight-week study plan that integrates a typical study guide:

Week

Focus Area

Activities

1

Diagnostic & Overview

Take full practice test; review score analysis; read guide’s introduction and test tips.

Study chapters on phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. Do

This plan assumes you can dedicate about 1-2 hours per day. Adjust based on your schedule. The study guide you choose should include enough
material to support each week’s objectives.

TEST-DAY TIPS: BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER

After weeks of preparation with your Gace 087 Study Guide, test day arrives. Here are last-minute reminders to help you succeed:

2 Reading & Language Arts (Subtest I) chapter quizzes
ptera ' e Arrive Early. Give yourself plenty of time to check in and settle. Bring your identification and admission ticket.
3 Social Studies & Fine Arts (Subtest 1) | Cover history, geography, civics, and fine arts topics. Create flashcards for key terms and dates. e Read Questions Carefully. Many errors come from misreading. Look for keywords like “except,” “best,” or “first.”
: : : * Manage Your Time. Keep an eye on the clock. If you get stuck on a multiple-choice question, mark it and move on. Return to it later if time
. Review number sense, operations, algebra, geometry, measurement, and data analysis. Solve .
4 Mathematics (Subtest II) practice problems daily permits.
: * Tackle Constructed-Response Strategically. Outline your answer before writing. Use clear examples from early childhood classrooms. Stay
5 Science (Subtest I1) Study life, physical, and earth/space sciences. Use diagrams and hands-on mnemonics. within the word limit.
6 Child Development & Learning Read about developmental theories, learning environments, and assessment practices. Write one * Stay Calm and Positive. You have prepared thoroughly. Trust your knowledge and the strategies you practiced with your study guide.
Subtest Il constructed-response essay.
( ) P y CONCLUSION
7 Full Practice & Review Take two full-length practice tests (one for each subtest). Score and review all wrong answers. .
; : : : : Preparing for the GACE
8 Final Review & Relaxation Skim key summaries, practice quick recall of formulas and theories, get adequate sleep, and prepare
test-day logistics.
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