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UNLOCKING THE
TOMES OF
ADVENTURE: A
GUIDE TO
CANDLEKEEP
MYSTERIES FILE
TYPES

C a n d l e k e e p
Mysteries  is  one  of
the  most  be loved
anthology  adventures
f o r  D u n g e o n s  &
Dragons  (5th  Edition).
Published  by  Wizards
o f  the  Coas t ,  th i s
collection of seventeen
standalone  mysteries
invites  players  and
Dungeon  Masters  to
explore  the  legendary
l ibrary-fortress  of

Candlekeep.  Whether
you are a seasoned DM
or  a  newcomer,  the
way you access, store,
and share this content
is just as important as
the stories themselves.
This article dives deep
into  everything  you
need  to  know  about
C a n d l e k e e p
Mysteries  file  types,
from the standard PDF
to  specialized  virtual
tabletop  formats,  and
how to choose the right
one for your campaign.
In  the  modern  era  of
tabletop  roleplaying,
digital  files  have
become the  backbone
of  play.  Players  often
use  tab lets  at  the
table,  DMs  rely  on
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searchable  PDFs  for
quick  reference,  and
entire  groups  migrate
to online platforms like
Roll20, Foundry VTT, or
Fantasy  Grounds.
Understanding  the
different  Candlekeep
Mysteries  file  types
available—and  their
s t r e n g t h s  a n d
limitations—will  save
you  time,  frustration,
a n d  e n s u r e  y o u r
gaming  sessions  run
smoothly.  Let’s  unlock
the  secrets  of  these
digital tomes.

WHAT IS
CANDLEKEEP
MYSTERIES? A
BRIEF OVERVIEW

Before  diving  into  file
specifics,  it  is  essential
to  understand  what
makes  Candlekeep
Mysteries  unique.  This
250+  page  hardcover
adventure anthology is
d e s i g n e d  f o r
characters  of  levels  1

th rough  16 .  Each
mystery  is  tied  to  a
specific  book  found
within the vast  library
o f  Cand lekeep ,  a
fortress  inhabited  by
sages,  scholars,  and
monks. The adventures
r a n g e  f r o m
l i g h t h e a r t e d
investigations  to  dark,
c o s m i c  h o r r o r s .
Notab le  chapters
include  "The  Joy  of
E x t r a d i m e n s i o n a l
Spaces," "The Price of
B e a u t y , "  a n d
"Xanthoria."
The book is not only a
c o l l e c t i o n  o f
adventures  but  also
includes  detailed  lore
about  Candlekeep
i t se l f ,  new  mag ic
items,  and  monsters.
For  Dungeon  Masters,
h a v i n g  t h e  r i g h t
C a n d l e k e e p
Mysteries  file  type
c a n  m e a n  t h e
difference  between
flipping  through  pages
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during a tense moment
a n d  h a v i n g  a
hyperlinked  document
that instantly takes you
to  the  relevant  stat
block.

PRIMARY FILE
TYPES FOR
CANDLEKEEP
MYSTERIES

When  you  purchase
Candlekeep  Mysteries
digitally, the file format
you  receive  depends
on the platform. Below
we  break  down  the
m o s t  c o m m o n
C a n d l e k e e p
Mysteries  file  types
and their specific uses.

1. The
Standard
PDF

(Portable
Documen
t Format)
The  PDF  is  the  most
ubiquitous  digital  file
type  for  roleplaying
game  supplements.  It
preserves  the  exact
layout,  artwork,  and
typography of the print
v e r s i o n .  F o r
Candlekeep  Mysteries,
the official  PDF sold on
platforms  like  D&D
Beyond, DriveThruRPG,
and the Wizards of the
Coast  store is  a  high-
resolution file with fully
bookmarked  chapters,
interactive  table  of
contents, and, in some
versions,  hyperlinked
cross-references.
Pros  of  the  PDF  file
type:

Preserves
visual design –
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You see the
beautiful maps,
illustrations, and
text exactly as
intended.
Searchable –
Most PDFs
include OCR
(optical character
recognition),
allowing you to
search for
keywords like
"Xanthoria" or
"smoke powder."
Universal
compatibility –
PDFs work on
Windows, Mac,
iOS, Android, and
even e-ink
readers (though
layout may be
less ideal on
small screens).
Offline access –
Download once,
read anywhere
without internet.

Cons  of  the  PDF  file
type:

Large file size –
Due to high-res
images, the
official PDF can
be over 100 MB,
which may be
cumbersome on
older devices.
Not interactive
– While some
PDFs have
hyperlinks, they
lack the deep
integration of
VTT modules.
Difficult to
extract text – If
you want to copy
stat blocks into
your notes, the
PDF may not
always copy
cleanly.

2. The
EPUB
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(Electroni
c
Publicatio
n)
Alternativ

e
Some  digital  retailers
offer  Candlekeep
Myster ies  in  EPUB
format.  This  file  type
reflows  text  to  fit  your
screen  size,  which  is
excellent  for  reading
on phones,  tablets,  or
e-readers like a Kindle.
The  Candlekeep
Mysteries file type in
EPUB  is  genera l ly
l i g h t e r  a n d  m o r e
adaptable  than  PDF,
but  it  sacrifices  the
original  layout.  Maps
and  illustrations  are
embedded  but  may

appear out of order or
smaller.
When  to  choose
EPUB:

You primarily
read on a small
screen (phone or
e-reader).
You want a
smaller file size
(typically 20-40
MB).
You plan to read
the adventure as
a novel rather
than reference it
at the table.

However,  most  DMs
prefer  PDF  for  actual
gameplay because the
layout  matters—maps
keyed to specific areas
are  easier  to  jump to
when pages are fixed.

3. Virtual
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Tabletop
(VTT)
Modules:
Roll20,
Foundry,
Fantasy

Grounds
The  most  advanced
C a n d l e k e e p
Mysteries  file  types
are  fully  integrated
modules  for  virtual
tabletops.  These  are
not  simple PDFs;  they
are  complete  game
packages  that  include
pre-placed  maps  with
dynamic  l ight ing,
monster  tokens  with
built-in stats, handouts,
a n d  e v e n  j o u r n a l
e n t r i e s  f o r  e a c h

adventure.  If  you  run
games  online,  this  is
the gold standard.

ROLL20 MODULE
FOR CANDLEKEEP
MYSTERIES

Roll20  offers  a
premium  module  that
purchases  separately
( o r  a s  p a r t  o f  a
bundle). It  includes all
seventeen  adventures,
maps  with  dynamic
lighting  ready  to  go,
and  drag-and-drop
tokens.  The  module
also  unlocks  curated
handouts  for  players.
The  file  type  here  is
proprietary  to  Roll20,
meaning  you  cannot
export  it  as  a  PDF;  it
lives within your Roll20
a c c o u n t .  T h i s
C a n d l e k e e p
Mysteries file type is
ideal for DMs who play
exclusively  on  that
platform.
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FOUNDRY VTT
MODULE

F o u n d r y  V i r t u a l
Tabletop  also  sells  an
official  Candlekeep
Mysteries  module.  It
offers  deeper
automation,  such  as
pre-bu i l t  macros ,
sound  effects
integration, and highly
customizable  scene
management.  The  file
type  is  a  .module  file
that  you  install  into
your  Foundry  data
directory.  It  is  one  of
t h e  r i c h e s t
C a n d l e k e e p
Mysteries  file  types
for  those who want  a
fully automated digital
experience.

FANTASY GROUNDS
MODULE

Fan tasy  G rounds
d is t r ibutors  ( l i ke
SmiteWorks) provide a
module for their  Unity
p l a t f o r m .  T h i s

C a n d l e k e e p
Mysteries file type is
packed with  reference
m a n u a l  p a g e s ,
encounter  builders,
and  integrated  rules
m e c h a n i c s .  I t  i s
particularly  powerful
f o r  D M s  w h o  u s e
automation for combat
t rack ing  and  sk i l l
checks.

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE RIGHT FILE
TYPE FOR YOUR
CAMPAIGN

Now that you know the
main  categories,  how
d o  y o u  d e c i d e ?
Consider  your  primary
play style:

In-person1.
tabletop with
digital aids – A
standard PDF + a
separate map
pack (JPGs)
works best. You
can display maps
on a TV or tablet
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while keeping
the PDF for
reference. The
Candlekeep
Mysteries file
type that suits
you is the official
PDF (plus maybe
a searchable
companion app).
Online play2.
using Roll20 or
Foundry – Invest
in the VTT
module. The cost
is higher, but the
time saved
setting up maps,
tokens, and
lighting is
immense. No
manual
conversion
needed.
Reading on the3.
go or studying
lore – EPUB or
PDF on a tablet.
For mobile
reading, EPUB
reflows text,
which can be

easier on the
eyes.
Creating4.
homebrew
adaptations – A
PDF with copy-
paste capability
is essential. You
may also want
the Candlekeep
Mysteries file
type in a text-
extractable
format (like a
searchable PDF).
Some DMs
convert PDFs to
Markdown or
Word documents
using third-party
tools (though be
mindful of
copyright).

WHERE TO
PURCHASE
CANDLEKEEP
MYSTERIES
DIGITAL FILES

Legitimate sources  for
C a n d l e k e e p
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Mysteries  file  types
include:

D&D Beyond –
Purchases here
give you a PDF
download
(sometimes a
web-only
version) plus
access to the in-
browser reading
tool. D&D
Beyond also has
a marketplace
for the VTT
modules (they
now integrate
with Shard
Tabletop and
other platforms).
Roll20
Marketplace –
For the Roll20
module
specifically.
Foundry VTT –
The module is
available via the
Foundry store or
through an
authorized
reseller.

DriveThruRPG –
Offers the PDF
(often in both
watermarked
and non-
watermarked
editions).
Fantasy
Grounds –
Available on the
Fantasy Grounds
forums or Steam.

Always  purchase  from
official  sources  to
support  the  creators
and ensure you receive
t h e  c o r r e c t
C a n d l e k e e p
Mysteries  file  type
without  malware  or
broken  formatting.
Avoid  pirated  copies;
t h e y  o f t e n  m i s s
important updates and
errata.

MANAGING
MULTIPLE FILE
TYPES: TIPS FOR
DMS

If  you own more than
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one  Candlekeep
Mysteries  file  type,
k e e p i n g  t h e m
organized is key. Here
are practical tips:

Create a
Master
Folder
Structure
On  your  computer  or
cloud  drive,  create  a
main  folder  named
"Candlekeep  Mysteries
Campaign."  Inside,
have  subfolders:

PDFs – Store the
main book PDF,
plus any
supplemental
PDFs (e.g., from
Dungeon
Master’s Guild).
Maps – Extract
map images from
the PDF using a

snipping tool, or
find the official
map pack if
available. Save
these as high-res
JPGs or PNGs.
Token Art – For
online play, you
may need
character tokens
and monster
tokens. The
official module
will include
these, but for
custom tokens,
keep a folder
with transparent
PNGs.
Notes &
Homebrew –
Save your
campaign notes,
modified stat
blocks, and
handouts in a
text-friendly
format (like
Markdown or
OneNote).
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Use a
PDF
Reader
with Side-
by-Side
View
T o o l s  l i k e  A d o b e
Acrobat,  Foxit  Reader,
or  PDF  Expert  allow
you to view two pages
side-by-side.  This  is
invaluable  when  a
descr ipt ion  spans
multiple pages. For the
C a n d l e k e e p
Mysteries  file  type
PDF,  set  the  view  to
" T w o  P a g e s "  o r
"Continuous"  scroll
depending  on  your
preference.

Leverage
Hyperlink
s in the
PDF
The  official  PDF  of
Candlekeep  Mysteries
includes  hyperlinks
from  the  adventure
descriptions  to  the
relevant  monster  stat
blocks  in  the  back  of
the book. Learn to click
these  dur ing  your
session to jump to the
monster quickly. This is
a hidden advantage of
the  PDF  Candlekeep
Mysteries  file  type
t h a t  m a n y  D M s
underuti l ize.

COMMON PITFALLS
AND HOW TO
AVOID THEM

E v e n  t h e  b e s t
C a n d l e k e e p
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Mysteries  file  type
can cause headaches if
you  aren't  prepared.
Below  are  common
issues and solutions.

Problem
1: The
PDF is
Too Large
to Email
or Share
Solution:  Use  cloud
storage  like  Google
Drive  or  Dropbox  to
host  the  file.  Do  not
s e n d  i t  a s  a n
attachment.  I f  you

need a smaller version,
you can compress the
PDF  using  tools  like
Smallpdf, but be aware
this  reduces  image
quality.

Problem
2: EPUB
Maps Are
Unreadab
le
Solution: Do not rely on
the  EPUB  fo r  map
detail.  Use  the  map-
only PDF extract. Some
DMs  print  the  maps
from the PDF and place
them  on  a  table  or
project them.


