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INTRODUCTION TO THE AIMSWEB
SCORING GUIDE

Educators and school psychologists rely
on efficient, reliable assessment tools to
monitor  student  progress  and  identify
those  who  need  additional  support.
Among the most widely used systems is
Aimsweb,  a  benchmark  and  progress
monitoring  system  that  measures
foundat iona l  sk i l l s  in  read ing,
mathematics, and writing. However, the
true value of any assessment lies in the
accurate  interpretation  of  its  results.
This article serves as a comprehensive
Aimsweb Scoring Guide, designed to
help  teachers,  administrators,  and
intervention specialists understand how
scores are calculated, what they mean,
and how to use them effectively to drive
instruction.  Whether  you  are  new  to
Aimsweb  or  looking  to  refine  your
scoring knowledge, this guide provides a
clear, step-by-step framework.
Aimsweb  uses  brief,  standardized
assessments – often called probes – that
are administered regularly (e.g., weekly,
monthly,  or  tri-annually)  to  track  skill
growth over time. The scoring process
transforms raw student  responses  into
meaningful metrics such as words read
correctly  per  minute  (WRC),  digits
correct  per  minute  (DCPM),  or  correct
letter  sequences  (CLS).  Mastering  the
Aimsweb Scoring Guide ensures that
you  collect  valid  data,  avoid  common
scoring  pitfalls,  and  make  informed

decisions  about  student  interventions.
Let us explore each component in detail.

UNDERSTANDING AIMSWEB:
CORE CONCEPTS

Aimsweb  is  a  curr icu lum-based
measurement (CBM) system that aligns
with the Response to Intervention (RTI)
framework.  I ts  assessments  are
designed to  be  quick,  repeatable,  and
sensitive to growth. The scoring guide is
central  to  maintaining  consistency
across administrators and over time. Key
concepts include:

Benchmark assessments:
Administered three times per year
(fall, winter, spring) to identify
students at risk.
Progress monitoring probes:
Shorter, more frequent
assessments used to track
response to instruction or
intervention.
National norms and local
norms: Percentile rankings that
compare a student’s performance
to a representative sample.
Cut scores: Thresholds indicating
different risk levels (e.g., low risk,
some risk, high risk).

Each probe type – reading (e.g., R-CBM),
math  (M-CAP or  M-COMP),  and  writing
(W-CBM or W-SENT) – has its own scoring
rules.  The  Aimsweb  Scoring  Guide
unifies  these  rules  into  a  consistent
system  that  ensures  fairness  and
reliability.
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Why Accurate
Scoring Matters
Incorrect  scoring  can  lead  to  false
positives  (identifying  a  student  as
needing help when they do not) or false
negatives  (missing  a  student  who
genuinely  needs  support).  Moreover,
progress monitoring is only useful if the
slope of improvement is calculated from
reliable data points. A robust Aimsweb
Scoring Guide minimizes human error
and maximizes the validity of the data
used for  MTSS (Multi-Tiered System of
Supports) decisions.

STEP-BY-STEP AIMSWEB
SCORING GUIDE FOR READING
(R-CBM)

The  most  common  Aimsweb  reading
measure is R-CBM (Reading – Curriculum
Based  Measurement).  Students  read  a
passage aloud for one minute, and the
score  is  the  number  of  words  read
correctly.  Here  is  the  official  Aimsweb
Scoring  Guide  for  reading:

Start the timer as the student1.
reads the first word.
Mark errors (mispronunciations,2.
substitutions, omissions,
hesitations >3 seconds). Do not
count self-corrections as errors.
Count words read correctly3.
(WRC) at the end of one minute.
This is the raw score.
Convert to standard score or4.
percentile using the Aimsweb
norms tables for the student’s
grade and time of year.
Compare to cut scores to5.
determine risk level.

For example, a second grader reading 70

WRC  in  winter  may  fall  at  the  50th
percentile  nationally,  while  40  WRC
would be in the “high risk” range. The
Aimsweb Scoring Guide also accounts
for  differences  between  fiction  and
nonfiction passages, ensuring consistent
difficulty across probes.

Common
Reading Scoring
Rules

Self-corrections: Count as
correct if the student corrects
within three seconds.
Insertions: Do not count as
errors, but do not add to WRC.
Repetitions: Count as correct as
long as the word was initially read
correctly.
Dialect or articulation
differences: Accept if consistent
with the student’s natural speech.

Administrators should practice using the
Aimsweb Scoring Guide by listening to
sample recordings to calibrate judgment.
Inter-rater  reliability  is  essential  for
progress  monitoring.

SCORING AIMSWEB MATH
ASSESSMENTS

Aimsweb  offers  two  primary  math
measures:  M-CAP  (Math  Concepts  and
Applications)  and  M-COMP  (Math
Computation). Each has distinct scoring
procedures.

M-CAP Scoring
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M-CAP  is  a  broad  measure  of  math
concepts and problem-solving. Students
answer multiple-choice items in a timed
set t ing  (usua l l y  8  minutes  fo r
elementary).  Scoring  steps:

Count the number of correct items.1.
Use the Aimsweb Scoring Guide2.
table to find the standard score
and percentile.
Note that some items have partial3.
credit (e.g., two-point items) –
refer to the answer key carefully.

M-COMP Scoring
Guide
M-COMP  measures  computation  fluency
( e . g . ,  a d d i t i o n ,  s u b t r a c t i o n ,
multiplication,  division).  Students
complete as many problems as possible
in 8 minutes. Scoring is straightforward:

Digits correct per minute
(DCPM) is the primary metric.
Each problem has multiple digits;
count only fully correct digits.
Example: For 45 + 23 = 68, the
answer “68” has two correct digits.
If the student writes “69”, only the
digit “6” is correct (one digit
correct).
Divide the total digits correct by
time (if less than 8 minutes) to get
DCPM.

The  Aimsweb  Scor ing  Guide
emphasizes  precision  here  because
DCPM scores are used to monitor growth
week by week.

WRITING ASSESSMENT SCORING
(W-CBM AND W-SENT)

Aimsweb  writing  measures  include
correct  word  sequences  (CWS)  for  W-
CBM and correct writing sequences for
W-SENT. The Aimsweb Scoring Guide
for writing requires careful attention to
spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

Correct word sequence (CWS):
Two adjacent words that are
correctly spelled, capitalized, and
punctuated in context. Count one
point for each correct pair.
Total words written (TWW):
Simple count of all words written
regardless of correctness.
Correct spelling sequences
(CSS): Similar to CWS but focuses
only on spelling and capitalization.

For example, in the sentence “The cat
sits  on  the  mat.”,  “The  cat”  is  one
correct sequence, “cat sits” is another,
etc.  Errors  break  the  sequence.  The
Aimsweb  Scoring  Guide  provides
detailed  examples  of  common  scoring
scenarios,  such  as  how  to  handle
repeated words, illegible handwriting, or
incomplete  sentences.  Practice  is
essential  to  achieve  consistency.

INTERPRETING AIMSWEB
SCORES: WHAT THE NUMBERS
MEAN

Once  you  have  raw  scores  from  the
Aimsweb Scoring Guide, you need to
interpret  them.  Aimsweb  provides
several  derived  scores:

Percentile ranks: Compare the
student to a national norm group.
A 50th percentile means the
student performed as well as or
better than 50% of same-grade
peers.
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Standard scores: Normalized
scale (mean=100, SD=15) for
easier comparison across grades.
Cut scores: Typically three
categories – Low risk (above 25th
percentile), Some risk (10th–25th
percentile), High risk (below 10th
percentile).
Growth norms: Expected weekly
improvement (e.g., a first grader
might gain 1.5 WRC per week on
average).

When  using  the  Aimsweb  Scoring
Guide for progress monitoring, compare
the student’s actual growth rate to the
normative  growth  rate.  If  the  slope  is
below  expectations,  the  intervention
may  need  to  be  intensified.  Remember
that scores from different probes are not
directly  comparable  unless  they  are
equated;  Aimsweb  provides  equated
passages for progress monitoring so that
scores remain on a common scale.

TIPS FOR ACCURATE AND
EFFICIENT SCORING

Even experienced educators  can benefit
from a refresher. Follow these tips to get
the most out of the Aimsweb Scoring
Guide:

Use timing devices
consistently – digital timers with
second precision are
recommended.
Practice with sample passages
– many Aimsweb training modules
include scoring exercises.
Double-check borderline cases
– when in doubt, refer to the
official scoring rules or consult a
colleague.
Record scores immediately – do
not rely on memory.
Monitor inter-rater reliability –

have two staff members score the
same probe periodically and
compare results (aim for 90%
agreement).
Use Aimsweb’s online scoring
system if available; it automates
norm lookup and growth
calculations, reducing human
error.

These practices ensure that the data you
collect is trustworthy and actionable.

COMMON MISTAKES IN AIMSWEB
SCORING

Awareness of pitfalls can help you avoid
them.  Here  are  f requent  errors
encountered  when  applying  the
Aimsweb  Scoring  Guide :

Counting insertions as errors:
Insertions are not errors, but they
do not count toward the correct
score.
Not marking hesitations
correctly: If a student pauses
longer than three seconds, provide
the word and count it as an error.
Misapplying dialect rules:
Regional pronunciations (e.g.,
“fixin’ to” instead of “fixing to”)
should be accepted if consistent
with the student’s speech
community.
Forgetting partial credit in M-
CAP: Some math items have
multi-part answers – give credit for
each correct part as indicated in
the key.
Overlooking growth norm
variability: Growth norms differ
by grade and skill; always use the
correct table.

Regular  training  sessions  using  the
Aimsweb Scoring  Guide  can  reduce
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these errors. Many districts hold annual
calibration workshops before benchmark
windows.

USING AIMSWEB DATA TO
INFORM INSTRUCTION

The ultimate goal  of  assessment  is  to
improve  student  outcomes.  The
Aimsweb  Scoring  Guide  is  not  just
about numbers – it is about translating
those  numbers  into  educational
decisions. Here are practical ways to use
the data:

Identify at-risk students early:
Fall benchmark scores can flag
students who need Tier 2 or Tier 3
interventions before they fall too

far behind.
Set appropriate goals: Use
Aimsweb’s growth norms to set
realistic weekly targets for each
student.
Monitor intervention
effectiveness: A student whose
progress monitoring slope meets
or exceeds the aimline is
responding to intervention; if not,
adjust the instruction.
Communicate with parents:
Aimsweb scores in percentile
format are easily understandable
when explained alongside grade-
level expectations.
Evaluate school-wide trends:
Aggregate


