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For millions of readers
around the world,
Calvin and Hobbes is
more than just a comic
strip—it is a cherished
piece of childhood, a
philosophical treasure,
and a masterclass in
visual storytelling.
Created by Bill
Watterson, the strip
ran from 1985 to 1995,
but its legacy has only
grown. Among
collectors and art
enthusiasts, few things
hold as much mystique

and value as Calvin
and Hobbes original
art. These physical
pieces—inked on
bristol board or
watercolor
paper—represent the
tangible heartbeat of a
world built from a boy,
a tiger, and an
extraordinary
imagination. This
article explores the
history, rarity, market,
and enduring appeal of
owning a piece of that
world.

WHAT EXACTLY IS
CALVIN AND
HOBBES ORIGINAL
ART?

When we talk about
Calvin and Hobbes


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

original art, we refer
to the actual hand-
drawn artwork created
by Bill Watterson for
publication. This
includes daily black-
and-white strips,
Sunday color pages,
book covers, posters,
and preliminary
sketches. Unlike mass-
produced prints or
digital reproductions,
original art is one-of-a-
kind. Each brushstroke,
each erasure mark,
each smudge of ink
bears the direct touch
of the artist.

It is important to
distinguish original art
from limited edition
prints or cells. While
licensed prints can be
beautiful, they are not
originals. True originals
were used in the
printing process or
created as standalone
pieces by Watterson
himself. Because of his
reclusive nature and

strict control over
licensing, very few
official  reproductions
exist, making original
artwork exceptionally
scarce.

Daily
Strips vs.
Sunday
Pages

Watterson produced
two types of strips for
syndication: daily strips
(usually black and
white, published
Monday through
Saturday) and Sunday
strips (full color, larger
format). Daily strips
were typically drawn
on 10 x 4 inch boards,
while Sunday pages
were created on larger
boards, often 13 x 6
inches or larger, with
detailed color guides.
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Original Sunday pages
are particularly sought
after because of their

vibrant watercolor
washes and intricate
layouts. They

represent the pinnacle
of Watterson’s craft, as
he used the extra
space for elaborate
panoramic scenes and
imaginative flights of
fancy.

THE RARITY OF
CALVIN AND
HOBBES ORIGINAL
ART

One reason Calvin
and Hobbes original
art commands such
high prices is its
scarcity. Bill Watterson

famously resisted
commercial
exploitation. He

declined to license the
characters for toys,
movies, or
merchandising—with
the notable exception
of a few book

collections and the
2010 complete box set.
As a result, very few
pieces of original art
ever entered the public
market during the
strip’s run.

Moreover, Watterson
did not sell his original
art  through official
channels. For many
syndicated cartoonists,
original artwork is
often returned to the
artist or sold to
collectors. Watterson,
however, retained his
originals and only
occasionally allowed a
few to be auctioned for
charity. Most of the
surviving original
pieces are held in
private collections,
with only a handful
appearing at auction
houses like Heritage
Auctions or Sotheby’s
each year.
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Exist?

Exact numbers are
unknown, but
estimates suggest that
fewer than 1,000
original daily and
Sunday strips from the
entire run of over
3,000 strips are in
private hands. The rest
are thought to be still
owned by Watterson,
stored in his private
archive. This extreme
rarity makes every
appearance of an
original strip a major
event in the art
collecting world.

original art is akin to

S1o|ding a fragment of

cultural history. The
strip is widely
considered one of the
greatest comic strips
ever created, blending
humor, philosophy, and
exquisite art. For
collectors, the appeal
goes beyond
nostalgia—it is about
owning a unique object
that embodies the
intelligence and soul of
the material.

e Artistic
Mastery:
Watterson'’s
linework is fluid,
expressive, and
deceptively
simple. Seeing
the original ink
strokes reveals
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his skill and the
subtle details lost
in newsprint
reproduction.
Human
Connection:
Each piece
carries
imperfections—w
hite-out
corrections,
pencil guidelines,
marginal notes.
These human
touches make
the art feel alive.
Investment
Potential: The
market for
original comic art
has skyrocketed.
A rare Calvin and
Hobbes Sunday
page can sell for
six figures. Prices
have increased
steadily over the
past decade.
Emotional
Resonance: For
fans who grew
up reading Calvin

and Hobbes,
owning an
original strip is
like reclaiming a
piece of their
childhood.

AUTHENTICITY
AND PROVENANCE

Given the high value
and scarcity, verifying
authenticity is crucial.
Authentic Calvin and
Hobbes original art
typically carries certain
characteristics:

1. Size and
Material: Daily
strips are on
10x4 inch bristol
board. Sunday
strips are larger,
often with a color
guide or
watercolor
washes. The
paper should
show age-
appropriate
yellowing and
wear.



2. Ink Style:

Watterson used
India ink, often
with a brush for
thicker lines and
a pen for finer
details. His
signature is
usually present
on the bottom
right or left,
sometimes with
a date.

. Provenance
Documentation
: Reliable sellers
provide a
certificate of
authenticity
(COA) and a
chain of
ownership.
Auction houses
frequently offer
detailed
provenance from
previous
collections.

. Comparison
with Published
Strips: Any
original strip

should match the
published version
in layout and
content, though
slight differences
(like hand-
lettered
corrections) can
indicate an
original.

Beware of
reproductions,
redraws, or fake
signatures. The market
for counterfeit comic
art exists, so always
buy from reputable
dealers or auction
houses that specialize
in comic art.

FAMOUS AND
ICONIC EXAMPLES

Several pieces of
Calvin and Hobbes
original art have
achieved legendary
status. Among the
most famous is the
Sunday strip from
December 31, 1995,
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the final strip, where
Calvin and Hobbes
leave their world in a
snowy sled ride. That
original board, if it ever
comes to auction,
would likely break
records.

Other iconic originals
include the “Hobbes as
a stuffed tiger vs. real
tiger” sequences, the

transmogrifier  strips,
and Calvin’s alter ego
“Spaceman Spiff”

Sunday pages. Each
represents a peak of
Watterson’s creativity.
In 2018, a complete
daily strip from 1989
featuring Hobbes’s
philosophical musings
sold for over $40,000.
In 2021, a Sunday
page from 1991
fetched $108,000 at
auction.

Notable
Auctions
and
Record
Prices

The auction market for
Calvin and Hobbes
original art has seen
remarkable growth. In
2022, a rare watercolor
Sunday page from
1993 sold for
$241,500—the highest
price ever paid for a
single comic strip
original. The appeal
transcends traditional
comic art collectors;
fine art aficionados and
wealthy fans have
entered the market,
driving demand.

However, even “lesser”
daily strips often sell
for $10,000 to



$30,000, depending on
content quality and
condition.  Strips
featuring Hobbes as a
real tiger or with deep
existential humor tend
to command premium
prices.

HOW TO START
COLLECTING
CALVIN AND
HOBBES ORIGINAL
ART

For those interested in
acquiring an original
piece, patience and
budget are essential.
The market is small,
and pieces appear
infrequently. Here are
some tips:

* Follow Major
Auction
Houses:
Heritage
Auctions,
Sotheby’s, and
Christie’s
occasionally list
Calvin and

Hobbes originals.
Smaller specialist
auctions like
ComicLink and
Hake’s also offer
pieces.

* Join Collector

Communities:
Online forums,
Facebook
groups, and the
Comic Art Fans
website provide
leads and
authentication
resources.

Set a Realistic
Budget: Daily
strips start at
five figures;
Sunday pages
can reach six
figures. Consider
buying
preliminary
sketches or book
cover art as
more affordable
alternatives.
Focus on
Content: Strips
with famous
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quotes or
poignant themes
hold value
better. A strip
with a single
throwaway gag
might be less
desirable than
one that
captures the
strip’s existential
essence.

e Certify
Condition: Look
for boards that
are clean,
without heavy
toning, tears, or
water damage.
Minor age-
related wear is
acceptable, but
major flaws
reduce value.

CARING FOR
CALVIN AND
HOBBES ORIGINAL
ART

If you are fortunate
enough to own an

original piece, proper
conservation is critical.
Original art on paper is
vulnerable to light,
humidity, and
temperature changes.
To preserve its
condition and value:

e Store in a UV-
protected frame
with archival
matting and
glass.

e Keep away from
direct sunlight
and fluorescent
lights.

e Maintain a stable
environment:
60-70°F and
40-50% relative
humidity.

e Avoid touching
the surface; oils
from fingers can
damage the
paper and ink.

e Consider
professional
conservation if
the piece shows
signs of



deterioration.

Insurance is also wise.
Original strips are high-
value collectibles; a
specialized fine art
policy can protect
against theft, fire, or
accidental damage.

WHERE TO SEE
CALVIN AND
HOBBES ORIGINAL
ART IN PERSON

Because most originals
are in private hands,
public displays are
rare. However,
occasional exhibitions
have occurred. The
Billy Ireland Cartoon
Library & Museum at
Ohio State University
holds a significant
collection of original
comic art, including
some Watterson
pieces. The Charles M.
Schulz Museum in
Santa Rosa, California,
has also featured
Calvin and Hobbes
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originals in special
exhibits.

If you cannot afford to
buy, attending auction
previews or comic art
conventions (like San
Diego Comic-Con)
sometimes offers the
chance to see pieces
on display before sale.
Museums and traveling
exhibitions remain the
best bet for the
general public.

THE FUTURE OF
THE MARKET

The market for Calvin
and Hobbes original
art shows no signs of
cooling. As the
generation that grew
up with the strip
reaches peak earning
years, demand
continues to outstrip
supply. The art's
timelessness—its
themes of childhood,
imagination, and
resistance to
commercialism—only
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enhances its appeal.

There is also a growing
interest from younger
collectors who
discovered the strip
through digital
archives or reprint
collections. They
recognize the art as a
tangible connection to
an analog era of
creativity. As long as
Bill Watterson’s legacy
remains untarnished
by widespread
licensing, originals will
remain among the
most coveted pieces in
comic art.

CONCLUSION

In a world flooded with
digital reproductions
and ephemeral media,
Calvin and Hobbes
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original art stands as
a testament to the
power of handcrafted
storytelling. Each piece
is not merely a
drawing—it is a
fragment of Bill
Watterson’s genius, a
window into the
whimsical and
philosophical world of a
boy and his tiger.
Whether you are a
seasoned collector or a
devoted fan, the
pursuit of these
original works offers a
unique intersection of
art, nostalgia, and
investment. Yet
perhaps their greatest
value lies simply in the
joy they bring—a joy
that, like Calvin and
Hobbes themselves, is
timeless.



