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DISCOVERING THE
MAGIC OF RED
ROCK CANYON
COLORADO
SPRINGS
CONCERTS

When  people  think  of
outdoor  concerts  in
C o l o r a d o ,  t h e
legendary  Red  Rocks
Amphitheatre  near
Denver often steals the
spotlight.  However,
just  a  l itt le  further
south, a more intimate
a n d  e q u a l l y
breathtaking  venue
awaits  music  lovers:

Red Rock Canyon Open
Space  in  Colorado
Springs.  While  it  may
not  have  the  massive
stage infrastructure  of
its  famous  northern
cous in ,  Red  Rock
Canyon  Co lo rado
Springs  concerts  offer
a  un ique  b lend  o f
n a t u r a l  b e a u t y ,
community  spirit,  and
unforgettable  auditory
experiences.  Nestled
within  a  1,474-acre
park  characterized  by
dramatic  geological
formations,  hiking
tra i ls ,  and  serene
l a n d s c a p e s ,  t h i s
location has become a
hidden  gem  for  live
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performances. Whether
you are a local resident
or  a  visitor  exploring
the Pikes Peak region,
attending  a  concert
he re  p rov ides  an
opportunity to connect
with music in a setting
that feels both wild and
welcoming.
The allure of Red Rock
Canyon  Co lo rado
Springs  concerts  lies
n o t  i n  t o w e r i n g
s tad ium  l i gh ts  o r
elaborate pyrotechnics,
b u t  i n  t h e  r a w ,
unamplified connection
between performer and
audience.  The  natural
acoustics of the canyon
walls,  combined  with
the golden hues of the
sandstone  at  sunset,
create  an  atmosphere
that is nothing short of
magical.  This  article
delves  into  everything
you  need  to  know
about  these  concerts,
f rom  the  types  o f
events held to practical

tips  for  making  the
most  of  your  visit.  By
t h e  e n d ,  y o u  w i l l
understand  why  this
venue  is  becoming  a
must-visit  destination
for  music  enthusiasts
seeking  something  off
the  beaten  path.

THE UNIQUE
VENUE: RED ROCK
CANYON OPEN
SPACE

Before  diving  into  the
concert  scene,  it  is
essential to understand
the  venue  itself.  Red
Rock  Canyon  Open
Space is a public park
managed by the City of
Colorado  Spr ings.
Unlike  a  traditional
amphitheater,  there  is
no  single  permanent
s t a g e .  I n s t e a d ,
concerts are often held
in  designated  areas
that take advantage of
the natural terrain. The
park  features  striking
r e d  s a n d s t o n e
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formations  that  date
back millions of years,
offering  a  visual
backdrop  that  rivals
a n y  m a n - m a d e
structure.  Trails  wind
through  the  canyon,
leading to spots where
the  rock  formations
create  natural  sound
bowls ,  perfect  for
acoustic performances.
T h e  p a r k  i s  a l s o
adjacent to the popular
Garden  of  the  Gods,
but  it  offers  a  more
t ranqu i l  and  l e ss
crowded  experience.
This makes it an ideal
location  for  smaller,
community- focused
concerts.  The city has
invested in making the
space  accessible,  with
p a r k i n g  a r e a s ,
restrooms,  and  picnic
facilities.  However,  it
retains a rugged charm
that  reminds  visitors
they are in the heart of
n a t u r e .  F o r
concertgoers,  this

m e a n s  d r e s s i n g
appropriately  for  the
elements  and  being
prepared  for  a  short
h i k e  t o  t h e
performance  area,
wh ich  adds  to  the
sense of adventure.

Why
Choose
Red Rock
Canyon
for
Concerts?
There  are  severa l
reasons why Red Rock
Canyon  Co lo rado
Springs  concerts  are
gaining  popularity.
First  and  foremost  is
the  acoustics.  The
natural  rock  walls  act
as  sound  reflectors,



4

4 Red Rock Canyon Colorado Springs
Concerts

2024-10-13

c r e a t i n g  a  c l e a r ,
resonant sound that is
particularly  flattering
f o r  a c o u s t i c
i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d
v o c a l s .  M a n y
p e r f o r m e r s  h a v e
commented  on  the
u n i q u e  a u d i t o r y
experience, noting that
the  canyon  seems  to
amplify  the  emotional
r e sonance  o f  t he
music.
Secondly,  the intimate
setting  allows  for  a
deeper  connection
between the artist and
the  audience.  With
s m a l l e r  c r o w d s
compared  to  large
s t a d i u m  s h o w s ,
concertgoers can enjoy
a  m o r e  p e r s o n a l
experience. Whether it
is a local folk band, a
classical  ensemble,  or
a  s o l o  s i n g e r -
s o n g w r i t e r ,  t h e
a t m o s p h e r e
e n c o u r a g e s
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d

appreciation.  Finally,
the  natural  beauty  of
the  location  adds  a
visual  component  that
enhances  the  overall
experience.  Watching
the  sunset  paint  the
rocks in shades of red
and  o range  wh i l e
listening to  live music
i s  a  mu l t i sensory
delight that cannot be
replicated indoors.

TYPES OF
CONCERTS AND
EVENTS HELD

Red  Rock  Canyon
Co lo rado  Spr ings
c o n c e r t s  a r e  n o t
limited  to  one  genre.
T h e  p a r k  h o s t s  a
d i v e r s e  r a n g e  o f
m u s i c a l  e v e n t s
throughout  the  year,
catering  to  different
tastes and age groups.
Here is a breakdown of
the  most  common
types  of  concerts  you
can expect:
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Community
Concert Series:
These are often
free or low-cost
events organized
by local
nonprofits or the
city's parks
department.
They feature
local musicians
and bands,
covering genres
from bluegrass to
indie rock. The
focus is on
community
engagement and
making music
accessible to
everyone.
Acoustic and
Folk Festivals:
Given the natural
acoustics of the
canyon, acoustic
performances
are particularly
popular. Folk
festivals often
take place in the
late spring or

early fall,
featuring singer-
songwriters who
perform with
minimal
amplification.
Classical and
Chamber
Music:
Surprisingly, the
canyon is also a
venue for
classical music.
Small ensembles,
such as string
quartets or brass
quintets, have
performed here,
taking advantage
of the natural
reverb. These
events often
have a more
formal feel, with
attendees
bringing blankets
and chairs.
Sunset Concert
Series: This is
perhaps the most
popular type of
event. Concerts
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are timed to
coincide with
sunset, allowing
attendees to
enjoy the
changing colors
of the sky and
rocks. These
events often
feature a single
headliner or a
duo, creating a
relaxed and
romantic
atmosphere.
Special Events
and
Fundraisers:
Nonprofits and
cultural
organizations
sometimes host
benefit concerts
at Red Rock
Canyon. These
events combine
live music with
fundraising,
often including
silent auctions
and
refreshments.

It is important to note
that  the  schedule
varies  from  year  to
year. The best way to
stay  informed  is  to
check  the  official
Colorado Springs Parks
and Recreation website
or  follow  local  event
calendars.  Given  the
park's  popular i ty,
t i c ke t s  f o r  ma jo r
events  can  sell  out
q u i c k l y ,  s o  e a r l y
p l a n n i n g  i s
recommended.

PLANNING YOUR
VISIT: TIPS FOR AN
UNFORGETTABLE
EXPERIENCE

Attending a concert at
Red  Rock  Canyon
r e q u i r e s  s o m e
preparation to ensure a
c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d
enjoyable  experience.
Unlike  a  traditional
indoor venue, you are
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e
elements,  and  the
faci l i t ies  are  more
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rustic.  Here  are  some
essent ia l  t ips  fo r
making  the  most  of
Red  Rock  Canyon
Co lo rado  Spr ings
concerts:

What to
Bring

Seating: There
are no
permanent seats,
so bring a low-
profile camping
chair, a blanket,
or a cushion. A
blanket is often
preferable as it
allows you to sit
directly on the
ground and
adjust your
position easily.
Layered
Clothing:
Colorado
weather is
famously
unpredictable.

Even in summer,
temperatures
can drop
significantly after
sunset. Bring a
jacket, sweater,
or hoodie. A hat
and sunscreen
are also
advisable for
daytime events.
Hydration and
Snacks: While
there may be
vendors at larger
events, it is
always wise to
bring your own
water and non-
perishable
snacks. Staying
hydrated is
crucial,
especially at
higher altitudes.
A reusable water
bottle is
recommended.
Flashlight or
Headlamp: After
the concert ends,
the path back to
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the parking lot
can be dark. A
small flashlight
or headlamp will
help you
navigate safely.
Cash and
Cards: Some
vendors may
only accept cash,
so it is good to
have both on
hand. However,
many events
now use digital
payment
systems.

Getting
There
and
Parking
Red Rock Canyon Open
Space  is  located  at
3550 West High Street,
Colorado  Spr ings.
There is a main parking

lot,  but  it  can  fill  up
quickly  for  popular
events. Arrive early to
secure  a  spot.  If  the
main lot is full, there is
overflow  parking  along
Ridge  Road,  but  be
mindful  of  signage  to
avoid  tickets.  Ride-
sharing  services  are
a lso  a  convenient
option,  as  they  can
drop  you  off  near  the
entrance.  For  those
who enjoy cycling, the
park  is  accessible  via
the Midland Trail,  and
b i k e  r a c k s  a r e
available near the main
trailhead.

Accessibil
ity
Considera
tions
The park strives to be
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l
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vis i tors.  The  main
p a r k i n g  a r e a  h a s
designated  accessible
spaces,  and  the  trails
leading  to  concert
areas  are  generally
w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d .
H o w e v e r ,  s o m e
performance  spots
may require navigating
uneven  ter ra in  or
gentle  slopes.  If  you
h a v e  m o b i l i t y
c o n c e r n s ,  i t  i s
advisable  to  contact
the event organizers in
advance  to  confirm
accessibility  options.
Some  events  provide
golf  cart  shuttles  for
t h o s e  w h o  n e e d
assistance.

Etiquette
and Rules
To preserve the natural
beauty  of  the  canyon
and  ensure  a  positive
e x p e r i e n c e  f o r
everyone, concertgoers

are expected to follow
a  few  simple  rules.
Leave  no  trace:  pack
o u t  a l l  t r a s h  a n d
recyclables.  Pets  are
generally  allowed  in
the park but  may not
be  permitted  at  al l
concert  events,  so
check  the  specific
guidelines.  Smoking
and  open  flames  are
prohibited  in  most
areas  due  to  fire  risk.
Finally, be respectful of
the  performers  and
fellow  attendees  by
keeping  noise  to  a
m i n i m u m  d u r i n g
performances.

THE LOCAL MUSIC
SCENE AND
COMMUNITY
IMPACT

Red  Rock  Canyon
Co lo rado  Spr ings
concerts are more than
just  entertainment;
they are a vital part of
the  loca l  cu l tu ra l
landscape.  Colorado
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Springs has a  thriving
mus i c  s cene  tha t
includes  everything
from  indie  rock  to
c lass ica l ,  and  the
canyon  provides  a
unique  platform  for
l o c a l  a r t i s t s  t o
showcase  their  talent.
Many  musicians  have
described  performing
h e r e  a s  a  c a r e e r
highlight,  citing  the
supportive  audience
and  the  insp i r ing
environment.
The  economic  impact
of  these  concerts  is
also  significant.  They
attract  visitors  from
o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y ,
b o o s t i n g  l o c a l
businesses  such  as
restaurants,  hotels,
and shops. Small event
organizers and vendors
benefit  from  the  foot
traffic, creating a ripple
effect  that  strengthens
the  local  economy.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
concerts foster a sense

of  community  pride.
Residents often attend
with friends and family,
c r e a t i n g  s h a r e d
m e m o r i e s  t h a t
r e i n f o r c e  t h e i r
connection to the area.

COMPARING RED
ROCK CANYON TO
OTHER COLORADO
VENUES

W h i l e  R e d  R o c k s
Amphitheatre  near
Denver  is  the  most
famous  outdoor  music
venue in Colorado, Red
R o c k  C a n y o n  i n
Colorado Springs offers
a  distinctly  different
experience.  The  key
differences  include
size,  ambiance,  and
c o s t .  R e d  R o c k s
Amphitheatre can seat
nearly  10,000  people,
while Red Rock Canyon
concerts  are  much
more  intimate,  often
c a p p e d  a t  a  f e w
hundred  attendees.
This  makes  the  latter
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ideal  for  those  who
prefer  smaller  crowds
and  a  more  relaxed
vibe.
Fur thermore ,  the
setting  at  Red  Rock
C a n y o n  i s  l e s s
commercialized.  There
are  no  giant  screens,
no high-end concession
stands,  and  no  VIP
boxes. Instead, you get
a  r a w ,  n a t u r a l
experience  that  feels
a u t h e n t i c  a n d
unhurried.  For  music
purists  and  nature
l o v e r s ,  t h i s  i s  a
significant  advantage.
The  cost  of  tickets  is
also  generally  lower,
making it an accessible
option for families and
b u d g e t - c o n s c i o u s
concertgoers.

FUTURE OF
CONCERTS AT RED
ROCK CANYON

The future looks bright
for  Red  Rock  Canyon

Co lo rado  Spr ings
concerts.  The city has
recognized the value of
the park as a cultural
venue and is investing
in  improvements  to
enhance  the  visitor
exper ience.  P lans
include better signage,
i m p r o v e d  t r a i l
surfaces,  and  possibly
a  permanent ,  bu t
unobtrusive,  stage
structure  that  blends
w i t h  t h e  n a t u r a l
surroundings.  There  is
also talk of expanding
the  concert  series  to
include  more  diverse
genres  and  attracting
regional  and  national
acts.
However,  there  is  a
delicate  balance  to
str ike .  The  park 's
primary purpose is as a
natural  open  space,
and  any  development
must  be  sensitive  to
the  env i ronment .
Concert organizers and
c i ty  p lanners  a re
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working  together  to
ensure  that  growth  is
sustainable  and  that
the  park's  ecological
integrity  is  preserved.
This means that while
concerts  will  continue
to  be  a  feature,  they
wi l l  l i ke ly  remain
s m a l l e r  i n  s c a l e
compared  to  major
commercial  venues.

CONCLUSION

Red  Rock  Canyon
Co lo rado  Spr ings
concerts  offer  a  rare
and beautiful  blend of
music  and  nature.
From  the  stunning
sandstone  cliffs  to  the
intimate  crowds  and
d i v e r s e  m u s i c a l
offerings,  every
e l e m e n t  c o m e s
together  to  create  an

experience that is both
e n r i c h i n g  a n d
memorable.  Whether
you  are  a  l i fe long
resident  or  a  first-time
visitor  to  Colorado
Springs,  attending  a
concert  at  this  hidden
gem should be on your
b u c k e t  l i s t .  T h e
combination of natural
acoust ics ,  scen ic
b e a u t y ,  a n d
commun i ty  sp i r i t
makes  it  a  standout
dest inat ion  in  the
Colorado music scene.
So pack your  blanket,
grab your friends, and
head  to  Red  Rock
Canyon  for  a  concert
experience  that  will
resonate with you long
after  the  final  note
fades  into  the  canyon
breeze.


