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MASTERING LSAT LOGICAL
REASONING QUESTION TYPES: A
COMPLETE GUIDE

The  Logical  Reasoning  section  of  the
LSAT is often described as the heart of
the exam. It tests your ability to analyze,
e v a l u a t e ,  a n d  c o m p l e t e
arguments—skills that are essential  for
success  in  law  school  and  the  legal
profession.  With  two  scored  Logical
Reasoning sections on the modern LSAT,
mastering these questions is critical for
achieving a competitive score. The key
to  success  lies  in  understanding  the
specific LSAT Logical Reasoning question
types you will encounter and developing
targeted strategies for each one.
Many test-takers initially  approach this
section by simply reading the passage
and jumping to the answer choices. This
is  a  mistake.  High  scorers  know  that
identifying the question type first  allows
them  to  read  wi th  purpose  and
anticipate what the correct answer will
look like.  By learning to recognize the
unique  patterns  and  logical  structures
that  define each question type,  you can
trans form  a  confus ing  maze  o f
arguments  into  a  predictable  and
manageable  challenge.
This guide will  walk you through every
major LSAT Logical Reasoning question
type,  providing  clear  definitions,
common  structural  patterns,  and

actionable strategies for each. Whether
you  are  just  beginning  your  LSAT
preparation  or  looking  to  fine-tune  your
approach,  understanding  these
categories  is  your  first  step  toward
Logical  Reasoning  mastery.

Why Classifying
Question Types
Matters
Classifying  LSAT  Logical  Reasoning
question types is not just an academic
exercise;  it  is  a  practical  test-taking
strategy. Each question type presents a
distinct  logical  task.  When  you  know
what the test-maker is asking you to do,
you  can  focus  your  attention  on  the
relevant parts of the argument and filter
out irrelevant information. For example,
the  information  you  look  for  in  a
Strengthen  question  is  very  different
from the information you look for in a
Must  Be  True  question.  By  practicing
classification,  you  train  your  brain  to
switch into the correct analytical mode
for each problem, reducing wasted time
and improving accuracy.
Furthermore,  understanding  the
question types helps you manage your
time  more  effectively.  You  can  learn  to
recognize  which  types  typically  take
longer and which you can solve quickly,
allowing  you  to  pace  yourself  through
the  sect ion  s t rateg ica l ly .  Th is
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foundat iona l  knowledge  i s  the
cornerstone of a high LSAT score.

THE MAIN CATEGORIES OF LSAT
LOGICAL REASONING QUESTIONS

While there are many individual question
stems,  most  LSAT  Logical  Reasoning
question  types  fall  into  a  few  broad
families.  Understanding  these  families
will  help  you  see  the  big  picture  and
develop  a  flexible  approach.  We  will
break  down  each  family  and  then
discuss  the  specific  question  types
within  them.

1. Main Point and
Conclusion
Questions
These  questions  test  your  ability  to
identify  the  core  conclusion  of  an
argument.  The  argument  may  contain
evidence,  background  information,
counterpo ints ,  and  subs id iary
conclusions,  but  your  job  is  to  find  the
single main point the author is driving at.

Common Question Stems:
"Which one of the following most
accurately states the main
conclusion of the argument?" or
"The argument is structured to
lead to which one of the following
conclusions?"
Strategy: Look for conclusion
indicator words such as
"therefore," "thus,"
"consequently," "so," "hence," and
"it follows that." The main
conclusion is often, but not always,
at the end of the argument. Ask
yourself: "What is the author
ultimately trying to convince me

of?" The correct answer will be a
paraphrase of this central claim.

2. Must Be True
and Most
Strongly
Supported
Questions
These questions ask you to identify what
logically  follows  from  the  information
provided.  They  are  fundamentally
different  from  other  types  because  you
are  not  allowed  to  use  any  outside
knowledge.  The  correct  answer  is  the
one that is either guaranteed to be true
or most strongly supported by the text.

Common Question Stems:
"Which one of the following can be
properly inferred from the
statements above?" or "If the
statements above are true, which
one of the following must also be
true?"
Strategy: Read the passage
carefully and take it at face value.
Do not bring in your own opinions
or outside information. Look for
answer choices that are directly
supported by the text, often
through a combination of two or
more premises. Avoid answer
choices that make strong claims
(e.g., using words like "all,"
"never," "always") unless the text
explicitly supports them.
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3. Weaken
Questions
Weaken questions are among the most
common  LSAT  Logical  Reasoning
question  types.  Your  task  is  to  find  the
answer  choice  that  undermines  the
argument  by  casting  doubt  on  its
conclusion.  You  are  essentially  playing
the role of a skeptic or an opponent.

Common Question Stems:
"Which one of the following, if true,
most seriously weakens the
argument?" or "Which one of the
following, if true, would most
damage the conclusion?"
Strategy: Identify the argument's
core logic—the evidence and how
the author uses it to support the
conclusion. Look for assumptions,
which are unstated premises the
argument depends on. A classic
weakening strategy is to attack a
key assumption. For example, if
the argument assumes a cause-
and-effect relationship, look for an
answer choice suggesting an
alternative cause or that the effect
could occur without the cause.

4. Strengthen
Questions
The  opposite  of  Weaken  questions,
Strengthen questions ask you to find the
answer choice that makes the argument
more  convincing  or  more  likely  to  be
true. You are acting as a supporter of the
argument.

Common Question Stems:

"Which one of the following, if true,
most strengthens the argument?"
or "Which one of the following, if
true, provides the strongest
support for the conclusion?"
Strategy: Again, identify the
argument's assumptions. The
correct answer will often fill a gap
in the logic, provide additional
evidence that supports the
conclusion, or rule out potential
counterarguments. In cause-and-
effect arguments, a strengthener
might show that the cause is likely
to produce the effect or eliminate
alternative explanations.

5. Flaw in the
Reasoning
Questions
These questions ask you to identify the
logical  error  or  fallacy  present  in  the
argument.  You  do  not  need  to  know
formal  names  for  fallacies  (like  "ad
hominem" or "false dilemma"), though it
can help. The key is to describe the flaw
in simple, concrete terms.

Common Question Stems: "The
reasoning in the argument is
flawed because the argument..."
or "Which one of the following
describes a flaw in the argument's
reasoning?"
Strategy: Start by finding the
conclusion and the premises. Then
ask yourself: "Why don't the
premises guarantee the
conclusion? What is the missing
piece?" Common flaws include
confusing correlation with
causation, using a sample that is
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not representative, and drawing a
general conclusion from
insufficient evidence. Look for
language in the answer choices
that accurately describes the gap
between the evidence and the
claim.

6. Assumption
Questions
(Necessary vs.
Sufficient)
Assumption  questions  are  among  the
most  cha l leng ing  LSAT  Log ica l
Reasoning question types. They require
you  to  identify  a  premise  that  is  not
explicitly stated but is necessary for the
argument to work. There are two main
varieties:  Necessary  Assumption
(required)  and  Sufficient  Assumption
(enough  to  guarantee  the  conclusion).

Necessary Assumption: "Which
one of the following is an
assumption on which the
argument depends?" The correct
answer is a statement that must
be true for the argument to be
valid. Use the Negation Test: if you
negate the answer choice and the
argument falls apart, it is a
necessary assumption.
Sufficient Assumption: "Which
one of the following, if true, allows
the conclusion to be properly
drawn?" The correct answer will
bridge the gap between the
premises and the conclusion
completely, making the argument
logically airtight.

7. Parallel
Reasoning and
Parallel Flaw
Questions
These questions ask you to identify an
argument  in  the  answer  choices  that
uses the same logical structure as the
argument in the passage. Parallel Flaw
questions  are  the  same,  but  you  are
looking for an answer that contains the
same logical error.

Common Question Stems:
"Which one of the following most
closely parallels the reasoning in
the argument above?" or "The
flawed pattern of reasoning in
which one of the following is most
similar to that in the argument
above?"
Strategy: Abstract the logical
structure of the passage. Do not
focus on the topic or content.
Instead, think in terms of general
categories: "The argument says
that if A then B, and not B,
therefore not A." Then find the
answer choice that follows this
exact pattern. Start by eliminating
answers that do not match the
overall structure (e.g., if the
passage has a conclusion and two
premises, look for the same
structure in the answers).

8. Point at Issue
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Questions
These questions present a short dialogue
between two speakers.  Your task is to
identify  the specific point  on which they
disagree.  The  correct  answer  must  be
something  that  one  speaker  believes
and the other speaker does not believe.

Common Question Stems: "The
two speakers disagree over
whether..." or "Which one of the
following is the point at issue
between the two speakers?"
Strategy: Summarize each
speaker's main claim. Ask yourself:
"What is one thing that Speaker A
says is true that Speaker B would
say is false?" The correct answer
will be a statement that is directly
contradicted by the other
speaker's statements. Test each
answer choice by asking: "Would
Speaker A agree with this? Would
Speaker B agree with this?"

9. Principle
Questions
These questions come in several forms.
You may be asked to identify a principle
that  underlies  an  argument,  to  find  a
judgment that conforms to a principle, or
to  use  a  p r inc ip le  to  suppor t  a
conclusion.

Common Question Stems:
"Which one of the following
principles, if valid, most justifies
the reasoning above?" or "Which
one of the following most closely
conforms to the principle stated
above?"
Strategy: For principle-justify

questions, look for a general rule
(the principle) that connects the
specific evidence to the specific
conclusion. For principle-conform
questions, take the principle as a
rule and find the answer choice
that best follows that rule. The
principle will often be a conditional
statement (if X, then Y).

10. Resolve the
Paradox
Questions
These questions present two statements
that  appear  to  be  in  conflict  or
contradictory.  Your  job  is  to  find  an
answer  choice  that  explains  how both
statements can be true simultaneously.

Common Question Stems:
"Which one of the following, if true,
most helps to resolve the apparent
paradox above?" or "Which one of
the following, if true, would most
help to reconcile the two
statements above?"
Strategy: Clearly identify the two
conflicting facts. Then look for an
answer choice that provides a
context or additional information
that allows both facts to coexist.
The correct answer often
introduces a distinction—for
example, that the two facts
involve different groups of people,
different time periods, or different
conditions.
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11. Evaluate the
Argument

Questions
These  questions  ask  you  to  identify  a
question  that,  when  answered,  would
help determine the strength or validity of
the  argument.  They  are  like  a  cross
between  Strengthen  and  Weaken
questions.

Common Question Stems:
"Which one of the following would
be most useful to know in
evaluating the argument?" or "The
answer to which one of the
following questions would be most
helpful in determining whether the
conclusion is properly drawn?"
Strategy: Identify the core
assumption of the argument. The
correct answer will be a question
that, depending on the answer,
would either strengthen or weaken
the argument. Look for a question
that gets at the heart of the logical
gap. For example, if the argument
assumes a causal relationship, the
right question might ask about an
alternative cause.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER:
ADVANCED STRATEGIES FOR
MASTERY

Knowing  the  LSAT  Logical  Reasoning
question types is just the beginning. To
achieve mastery, you must integrate this
knowledge into a systematic approach to
every  problem.  Start  by  reading  the
question stem first. This tells you exactly
what  to  look  for .  Then  read  the
argument with that specific task in mind.
For a Weaken question, you are looking
for  weaknesses.  For  a  Main  Point
question,  you  are  hunting  for  the
conclusion.
Practice active reading. As you read the
argument,  mentally  summarize  the
premises and the conclusion. Identify the
logical  structure.  Is  this  a  cause-and-
effect  argument?  An  analogy?  A
conditional  statement?  The  more  you
practice,  the  faster  you  will  recognize
these patterns.
Keep  a  wrong  answer  journal.  During
your  preparation,  track  the  question
types  you  tend  to  miss.  Are  you
struggling  with  Necessary  Assumption
questions?  Are  Parallel  Reasoning
questions taking you too long? Targeted
practice  based  on  your  specific
weaknesses  is  the most  efficient  way to
improve. Review


