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UNDERSTANDING
THE STANDARD
DEDUCTION
WORKSHEET FOR
DEPENDENTS

Tax  season  can  feel
o v e r w h e l m i n g ,
especially  when  you
are  filing  a  return  for
s o m e o n e  w h o  i s
c l a i m e d  a s  a
dependent.  Whether
y o u  a r e  a  p a r e n t
preparing a  return for
your college-aged child
or a caregiver helping
an elderly relative, one
of  the  most  critical

f o r m s  y o u  w i l l
e n c o u n t e r  i s  t h e
Standard  Deduction
W o r k s h e e t  f o r
Dependents .  This
worksheet  determines
h o w  m u c h  o f  a
dependent's income is
shielded  from  federal
income tax. Without a
clear grasp of how this
worksheet  works,  you
could easily overpay or
u n d e r p a y  t a x e s ,
leading to penalties or
missed  savings.  This
a r t i c l e  wa lks  you
through  every  aspect
of the worksheet, from
eligibility requirements
t o  s t e p - b y - s t e p
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r
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c o m p l e t i n g  i t
accurately.

WHAT IS THE
STANDARD
DEDUCTION FOR
DEPENDENTS?

T h e  s t a n d a r d
deduction is  a  portion
of  income  that  is  not
subject  to  tax.  For
m o s t  i n d i v i d u a l
taxpayers, the amount
is  a  flat  figure  that
adjusts  annually  for
inflation.  However,
when  you  file  a  tax
return  for  someone
who can be claimed as
a  d e p e n d e n t  o n
another  pe rson ' s
r e t u r n ,  t h e  r u l e s
change. The Standard
D e d u c t i o n
W o r k s h e e t  f o r
Dependents  exists
precisely  because
dependents  generally
cannot  take  the  full
standard  deduction
avai lable  to  other
filers.  Instead,  their

deduction is capped at
the  greater  of  two
amounts:  a  certain
fixed  base  amount  or
the sum of their earned
income  plus  a  specific
additional amount. This
e n s u r e s  t h a t
dependents  are  not
double-dipping  on  tax
benefits  while  still
p r o v i d i n g  a  f a i r
exemption  for  their
own  earnings.

WHO QUALIFIES AS
A DEPENDENT?

B e f o r e  y o u  c a n
cor rec t l y  use  the
Standard  Deduction
W o r k s h e e t  f o r
Dependents ,  you
need  to  confirm  that
the  person  qualifies  as
a dependent under IRS
rules.  There  are  two
primary categories:

Qualifying
Child: This
includes a son,
daughter,
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stepchild, foster
child, sibling, or
a descendant of
any of these. The
child must be
under age 19 (or
under 24 if a full-
time student),
must live with
you for more
than half the
year, and must
not provide more
than half of their
own support.
Qualifying
Relative: This
can be any
person who lives
with you all year
as a member of
your household,
or a relative
listed by the IRS
such as a parent,
grandparent,
sibling, or in-law.
Their gross
income must be
less than the
exemption
amount (except

for disabled
individuals or
those earning
wages in certain
programs), and
you must provide
more than half of
their financial
support.

I f  a  person  can  be
c l a i m e d  a s  a
dependent  by  any
other  taxpayer,  they
a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a
dependent  for  the
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e
standard  deduction
worksheet, even if that
other taxpayer chooses
not  to  actually  claim
t h e m .  T h i s  i s  a
c o m m o n  t r a p :  a
college  student  might
think they can take the
full standard deduction
because  their  parents
opted  not  to  c la im
them,  but  the  IRS
requires  them  to  use
t h e  d e p e n d e n t
worksheet  anyway.
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HOW THE
STANDARD
DEDUCTION
WORKSHEET FOR
DEPENDENTS
WORKS

The core mechanism of
t h e  S t a n d a r d
D e d u c t i o n
W o r k s h e e t  f o r
D e p e n d e n t s  i s
straightforward  but
r e q u i r e s  c a r e f u l
c a l c u l a t i o n .  T h e
dependent's  standard
d e d u c t i o n  i s  t h e
greater of two figures,
subject to an absolute
cap.  Understanding
these  numbers  i s
essential  for  accurate
filing.

The Two
Calculatio

n Paths
Path One: The1.
Earned Income
Plus $450. First,
calculate the
dependent's
earned income
(wages, salaries,
tips, professional
fees, and other
amounts
received for
personal
services). Add
$450 to that
earned income.
Note that this
$450 figure is for
the 2024 tax
year and
generally adjusts
in $50
increments for
inflation in later
years.
Path Two: The2.
Base Amount.
The second path
uses a flat base
amount. For
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dependents, this
base is $1,300
for the 2024 tax
year (also
subject to annual
inflation
adjustments).

After  computing  both
p a t h s ,  y o u  t a k e
whichever  number  is
larger.  However,  the
result  cannot  exceed
the  regular  standard
deduction  for  a  single
filer,  which  is  $14,600
f o r  2 0 2 4 .  I f  t h e
calculated  amount  is
higher  than  that  cap,
you must use the cap
instead.
L e t ' s  m a k e  t h i s
c o n c r e t e  w i t h  a n
example.  Suppose  a
17-year-old  dependent
earns  $3,000  from  a
summer  job.  Under
Path  One,  you  would
add $3,000 + $450 =
$3,450.  Under  Path
Two, the base amount
is  $1,300.  The  larger

number  is  $3,450.
Since  $3,450  is  well
below  the  single  filer
cap  of  $14,600,  the
dependent's  standard
deduction is $3,450. If
that  same  dependent
had no earned income
at all, Path One would
y ie ld  $0  +  $450  =
$450,  while  Path  Two
gives  $1,300.  In  that
c a s e ,  t h e  l a r g e r
amount  is  $1,300,  so
the standard deduction
would be $1,300.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF THE
WORKSHEET

When you look at  the
ac tua l  Standard
D e d u c t i o n
W o r k s h e e t  f o r
Dependents  in  IRS
F o r m  1 0 4 0
instructions,  you  will
see a series of simple
l ines.  Here  is  what
each line asks for and
why it matters.



6

6 Standard Deduction Worksheet For
Dependents

2026-06-29

Line 1:
Enter the
dependen
t's
earned
income
Earned  income is  any
money  received  for
work.  This  includes
wages from a job, tips,
s e l f - e m p l o y m e n t
income,  and  even
taxable  scholarship  or
fe l lowsh ip  grants
(though  those  can  be
tr icky) .  Unearned
i n c o m e ,  s u c h  a s
interest from a savings
account  or  dividends
from  investments,  is
not  included  in  this
line.  If  the  dependent
has  both  earned  and
unearned income, only

the  earned  portion
counts for this part of
the worksheet.

Line 2:
Add $450
T h i s  i s  t h e  " p l u s
amount"  mentioned
earlier. The IRS adds a
flat $450 to the earned
income to give a slight
boost  to  dependents
who work. This amount
is designed to prevent
dependents from being
t a x e d  o n  s m a l l
amounts  of  earnings.
The  $450  figure  is
adjusted  periodically,
so  always  check  the
c u r r e n t  y e a r ' s
instructions.

Line 3:
Enter the
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base
amount
For  2024,  this  base
amount  is  $1,300.  It
provides  a  minimum
d e d u c t i o n  f o r
dependents  who  have
l i t t le  or  no  earned
i n c o m e .  T h e  I R S
updates  this  amount
each  year,  sometimes
i n  $ 5 0  o r  $ 1 0 0
increments,  so  relying
on  memory  f rom  a
prior year can lead to
errors.

Line 4:
Compare
Line 2
and Line

3
The  worksheet  tells
you to enter the larger
of  the  two  amounts.
Th i s  i s  whe re  the
magic  happens.  If  the
dependent  earned
$ 5 , 0 0 0 ,  L i n e  2
becomes $5,450, which
is larger than $1,300. If
the  dependent  earned
nothing, Line 2 is only
$450,  so  the  $1,300
base wins.

Line 5:
The
upper
limit
check
This  line  asks  for  the
standard  deduction
amount  for  a  single
filer  (or  head  of
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h o u s e h o l d  i f  t h e
dependent  qualifies  for
that  filing  status,
though  that  is  rare).
For 2024, that amount
i s  $14 ,600 .  I f  the
number from Line 4 is
greater  than this  cap,
you must reduce it  to
the cap. In practice, a
dependent would need
e a r n e d  i n c o m e
exceeding  $14,150  to
hit the cap ($14,150 +
$450  =  $14,600),  so
most  dependents  will
never reach it.

Line 6:
Your final
standard
deduction
The amount on Line 5
(or Line 4, if it is below
the  cap)  is  entered
here.  This  number  is
then  carried  to  Form

1040, Line 12 (for the
standard deduction).

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

Even  experienced  tax
preparers  occasionally
stumble  when  filling
out  the  Standard
D e d u c t i o n
W o r k s h e e t  f o r
Dependents. Here are
the  most  f requent
er rors  and  how  to
sidestep  them.

Mistake
1: Using
the
wrong
base
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amount
The  base  amount  for
dependents is not the
same as  the standard
deduction  for  single
filers.  Many  taxpayers
mistakenly use the full
s i n g l e  s t a n d a r d
deduction ($14,600) as
t h e  d e p e n d e n t ' s
deduction. That is only
c o r r e c t  i f  t h e
d e p e n d e n t  h a s
extremely high earned
income. Always use the
worksheet  to  compute
the correct figure.

Mistake
2:
Forgettin
g

unearned
income
rules
I f  a  dependent  has
more  than  $1,300  in
unearned  income  (for
2024), the "kiddie tax"
rules  may  apply,  and
the standard deduction
calculation remains the
same, but the tax rate
o n  t h e  u n e a r n e d
portion  above  $1,300
c o u l d  b e  a t  t h e
parent's marginal rate.
The  worksheet  itself
does  not  address  the
kiddie  tax,  but  you
must  be  aware  of  it
when preparing the full
return.

Mistake
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3:
Ignoring

the cap
Though  rare,  some
dependents  have
substantial  earned
i n c o m e  f r o m  a
combination  of  jobs
and  self-employment.
I f  t h e  c a l c u l a t e d
amount  exceeds  the
single filer cap, the cap
b e c o m e s  t h e
deduction. Overlooking
this  line  can  result  in
an  inflated  deduction
and  potential  audit
flags.

Mistake
4:

Confusing
dependen
t status
As mentioned earlier, a
person is a dependent
if they can be claimed,
regardless  of  whether
they actually  are.  If  a
co l lege  s tudent 's
parents choose not  to
claim  them  because
they provided less than
half  the  support,  the
student  st i l l  must
c o m p l e t e  t h e
worksheet.

HOW TO FILL OUT
THE STANDARD
DEDUCTION
WORKSHEET FOR
DEPENDENTS

Here  is  a  clear,  step-
by-step  walkthrough
u s i n g  a  r e a l i s t i c
scenario. This will help
you  v i sua l i ze  the
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process  and  avoid
confusion.
Scenario: Emma is 22
years  old  and  a  full-
time student. She lives
with her  parents,  who
provide  most  of  her
support. Emma worked
a  part-time  job  and
earned  $8 ,200  i n
w a g e s .  S h e  a l s o
earned $300 in interest
f r o m  a  s a v i n g s
account.

Determine1.
earned income:
Emma's earned
income is $8,200
(her wages). The
interest does not
count here.
Add $450:2.
$8,200 + $450 =
$8,650.
Base amount:3.
$1,300 (for
2024).
Compare:4.
$8,650 is larger
than $1,300.
Check the cap:5.

$8,650 is below
$14,600, so no
adjustment is
needed.
Enter the6.
standard
deduction:
Emma's standard
deduction is
$8,650.

I f  Emma's  parents
c l a i m e d  h e r  a s  a
dependent,  this  is  the
figure  she  uses  on  her
own tax return. She will
pay tax only on income
above  $8,650  (minus
a n y  o t h e r
adjustments). Her $300
in interest is unearned
income, but since it is
below  $1,300,  the
kiddie  tax  does  not
apply, and it is taxed at
her own rate.
N o w  i m a g i n e  a
different  scenario:
Emma  has  no  earned
income but has $2,500
in  d iv idends .  Her
earned  income  is  $0,
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so Line 2 is $450. The
base amount is $1,300,
s o  h e r  s t a n d a r d
deduction  is  $1,300.
However,  because her
unearned  income
exceeds  $1,300,  the
kiddie  tax  comes  into
play for the remaining
$1,200.  That  extra
income may be taxed
at  her  parents'  rate.
The  worksheet  stil l
gives  her  the  correct
$1,300  deduction,  but
she  needs  additional
forms to  compute the
tax correctly.

SPECIAL
CONSIDERATIONS
FOR DIFFERENT
TYPES OF
DEPENDENTS

Depende
nts Who

Are Self-
Employed
If a dependent has self-
employment  income,
the calculation includes
net earnings from self-
employment, not gross
receipts. However, self-
e m p l o y m e n t  t a x
(Social  Security  and
Medicare)  may  also
apply  if  net  earnings
exceed  $400.  The
Standard  Deduction
W o r k s h e e t  f o r
Dependents does not
a c c o u n t  f o r  s e l f -
employment  tax,  so
you must calculate that
separately. The earned
income  used  in  the
worksheet  is  the  net
profit  from  self-
employment.

Depende
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nts with
Only
Unearned

Income
For a dependent whose

only  income  is  from
investments,  interest,
o r  d iv idends ,  the
standard  deduction  is
s i m p l y  t h e  b a s e
amount  ($1,300  for
2024). This means the
first  $1,300  of
unearned  income  is
tax-free,


