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Who Wrote The The
Outsiders

INTRODUCTION: A STORY THAT
CAPTURED A GENERATION

For decades, readers have been
captivated by the raw emotion, gritty
realism, and timeless themes of a novel
that defined young adult literature. The
Outsiders is more than just a story about
rival gangs in 1960s Oklahoma; it is a
profound exploration of class conflict,
identity, loyalty, and the struggle to find
one's place in a divided world. If you
have ever picked up this classic book,
you have likely found yourself asking a
simple but essential question: who
wrote The Outsiders?

The answer is S. E. Hinton, but the story
behind the author is just as compelling
as the novel itself. Susan Eloise Hinton
was not a seasoned writer or an
academic when she penned this iconic
work. She was a teenager. Writing under
the gender-neutral pen name S. E.
Hinton, she created a literary
masterpiece that resonated with millions
and fundamentally changed the
landscape of young adult fiction. This
article explores the life of S. E. Hinton,
the circumstances that led her to write
The Outsiders, and the enduring legacy
of the novel that made her a household
name.

WHO IS S. E. HINTON? THE
AUTHOR BEHIND THE LEGEND

To fully appreciate The Outsiders, we
must first understand the person who

wrote it. S. E. Hinton, born on July 22,
1948, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, grew up in a
city that was sharply divided along
socioeconomic lines. This division
became the backdrop for her most
famous work. As a high school student at
Will Rogers High School, Hinton
observed the social groups around
her—the "greasers" and the "Socs"
(pronounced "socials"). She felt that the
stories being written for young people at
the time did not reflect the real
struggles, emotions, and conflicts she
saw every day.

Why Did She Use
the Name S. E.
Hinton?

One of the most frequently asked
guestions alongside who wrote The
Outsiders is why the author chose to
publish under initials. The answer is
practical and rooted in the literary
climate of the 1960s. Hinton was advised
by her publisher that using her full
female name, Susan Eloise Hinton, might
lead to criticism or dismissal of her work.
At the time, books about gang violence
and rough teenage life were considered
the domain of male authors. By using
the androgynous initials "S. E.," Hinton
avoided gender-based preconceptions
and allowed the book to be judged
purely on its merits. This decision proved
to be a masterstroke, as readers of all
genders connected deeply with the
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story.

THE BIRTH OF A CLASSIC: HOW
THE OUTSIDERS CAME TO BE

The story of The Outsiders begins not in
a publisher's office, but in Hinton's own
teenage bedroom. Frustrated with the
sanitized, "happy" depictions of teenage
life in popular literature, Hinton decided
to write a novel that depicted the harsh
realities she witnessed. She started the
manuscript when she was just 15 years
old, writing at night and during her spare
time.

The Real-Life
Inspiration

Hinton did not have to look far for
inspiration. The social dynamics at her
high school were a direct source of
material. The "greasers" were the kids
from the wrong side of the tracks—they
wore leather jackets, slicked back their
hair, and were often viewed as
troublemakers. The "Socs" were the
affluent kids who had money, cars, and
social status. Hinton was friends with
members of both groups, giving her a
unique vantage point. She saw the
humanity in everyone, and she wanted
her readers to see it too. A specific
incident—a beating of a friend by a
group of Socs—was the catalyst that
compelled her to start writing seriously.

Publication: A
Long but

Rewarding
Journey

After finishing the manuscript, Hinton
showed it to a friend whose mother was
a children's literature agent. The agent
was impressed and helped Hinton secure
a publishing deal. The Outsiders was
published by Viking Press in 1967, when
Hinton was just 18 years old. The timing
was perfect. The novel arrived during a
period of intense social upheaval in the
United States, and its themes of division,
violence, and the search for identity
resonated instantly with teenagers
across the country.

THE PLOT: A QUICK OVERVIEW
FOR CONTEXT

Before diving deeper into the author's
legacy, it helps to revisit the core story.
The Outsiders is narrated by 14-year-old
Ponyboy Curtis, a sensitive and
intelligent greaser who lives with his two
older brothers, Darry and Sodapop, after
the death of their parents. The story
follows Ponyboy and his friend Johnny
Cade after they are attacked by a group
of Socs. In a moment of panic and self-
defense, Johnny kills a Soc named Bob
Sheldon. The two boys flee the city with
the help of their friend Dallas Winston,
only to return as heroes after saving
children from a burning church.
However, the joy is short-lived; Johnny
dies from injuries sustained in the fire,
and Dallas spirals into despair, leading to
his own tragic death.

The novel is famous for its powerful final
line: "Stay gold, Ponyboy." This phrase,
derived from a Robert Frost poem,
symbolizes the importance of retaining
innocence and hope in a harsh world.

2 Who Wrote The The Outsiders

2023-06-04



Who Wrote The The Outsiders 3

THE IMPACT OF THE OUTSIDERS
ON LITERATURE

When we ask who wrote The
Outsiders, we are not just asking for a
name; we are acknowledging a pivotal
moment in literary history. Before
Hinton, young adult literature was often
simplistic and moralistic. Hinton
shattered that mold. She wrote with an
authentic teenage voice, using slang,
raw emotion, and a first-person
perspective that felt immediate and real.

Creating the

Young Adult
Genre

Many literary historians credit The
Outsiders with single-handedly creating
the modern young adult (YA) genre. The
book proved that publishers could profit
from stories written specifically for
teenagers—stories that dealt with
complex issues like violence, death,
classism, and family dysfunction.
Without Hinton, we might never have
had the works of authors like Judy
Blume, John Green, or Angie Thomas.
Her success opened the door for a
generation of writers to explore serious
themes without condescending to their
audience.

A Book That
Continues to Be
Taught

Decades after its publication, The
Outsiders remains a staple in middle

school and high school curricula across
the United States and around the world.
It is one of the most frequently
challenged and banned books, yet it is
also one of the most beloved. Educators
appreciate its accessible language and
its ability to spark discussions about
empathy, prejudice, and social justice.
Students see themselves in Ponyboy,
Johnny, and even in the troubled Socs,
learning that people are not so different
on the inside, regardless of their
external circumstances.

S. E. HINTON'S OTHER WORKS

While The Outsiders remains Hinton's
most famous novel, she has written
several other successful books. Each of
her works explores similar themes of
rebellion, identity, and emotional depth.

e That Was Then, This Is Now
(1971): A story about two friends
drifting apart as one becomes
involved in crime. It is a stark look
at how choices shape our futures.

e Rumble Fish (1975): A stylistic
and philosophical novel about
Rusty-James, a young man trying
to live up to the legacy of his older
brother, the Motorcycle Boy. This
book was also adapted into a film
by Francis Ford Coppola.

e Tex (1979): A lighter but still
emotionally resonant story about
two brothers living on their own in
rural Oklahoma.

e Taming the Star Runner
(1988): A novel about a young
writer sent to live with his uncle on
a horse ranch, where he learns
about responsibility and
redemption.

Each of these books has been praised for
its honest portrayal of adolescence,



solidifying Hinton's reputation as one of
the most important voices in YA
literature.

THE MOVIE ADAPTATIONS AND
CULTURAL LEGACY

In 1983, director Francis Ford Coppola
adapted The Outsiders into a major
motion picture. The film was notable for
its cast of young actors who would later
become Hollywood icons, including
Patrick Swayze, Rob Lowe, Emilio
Estevez, Matt Dillon, Tom Cruise, and
Ralph Macchio. Hinton herself was
involved in the production and even has
a cameo as a nurse. The film brought the
story to an even wider audience and
cemented the novel's place in popular
culture.

Interestingly, the film and the book have
influenced each other over the years. In
2005, a "director's cut" of the movie was
released, and in subsequent editions of
the book, Hinton added new material
and restored scenes that were cut from
the original film. The story continues to
find new life through stage adaptations,
musicals, and ongoing academic study.

THEMES THAT STAND THE TEST
OF TIME

The reason who wrote The Outsiders
remains such a relevant question is that
the novel's themes are timeless. They
speak to the human condition in a way
that transcends the specific setting of
1960s Tulsa.

Class Conflict
and Prejudice

The central conflict of the book is the
division between the greasers and the

Socs. Hinton shows us that this division
is arbitrary and destructive. The
greasers are not inherently bad, and the
Socs are not inherently good. Both
groups suffer from the expectations
placed upon them by society. The novel
challenges readers to look beyond labels
and see the person underneath.

ldentity and
Belonging

Ponyboy's journey is a search for his
identity. He is a greaser, but he is also a
good student and a lover of literature
and sunsets. He struggles to reconcile
these different parts of himself. This
theme is universal for teenagers, who
are constantly navigating who they are
versus who the world expects them to
be.

Loss of
Innocence and
the Cost of
Violence

From the first page to the last, the novel
is about the loss of innocence. The
characters are forced to grow up too
fast. Johnny's death is the ultimate
symbol of this loss. Hinton never glorifies
violence; instead, she shows its painful
and lasting consequences. The book is a
perennially powerful argument for peace
and understanding.

WHY THE AUTHOR'S STORY
MATTERS

Understanding who wrote The
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Outsiders adds a layer of depth to the
reading experience. Knowing that the
author was a teenager herself when she
wrote it makes the raw emotion and
authentic voice of the book even more
impressive. Hinton did not write from an
adult's perspective looking down on
teenage problems; she wrote from the
inside.

Her story is also one of perseverance.
She faced criticism, skepticism, and the
immense pressure of sudden fame. Yet
she remained true to her voice and
continued to write stories that mattered
to her. She has often said that she writes
for herself and for the teenager she once
was. This authenticity is why her books
continue to resonate with readers of all
ages, decades after they were first
published.

CONCLUSION: THE ENDURING

POWER OF A TEENAGE AUTHOR

So, who wrote The Outsiders? The
answer is Susan Eloise Hinton, better
known as S. E. Hinton, a high school
student from Tulsa who dared to write
the story that was missing from the
bookshelves of her time. She created a
novel that was raw, honest, and deeply
humane. In doing so, she transformed
young adult literature and gave a voice
to millions of young people who felt like
outsiders themselves.

The Outsiders is more than a book; it is a
testament to the power of storytelling
and the courage of a young woman who
refused to let her age or gender define
her work. Today, the novel remains as
relevant as ever, reminding us that
everyone has a story worth telling and
that, in the end, we all just want to "stay
gold." Whether you are reading it for the
first time or the tenth



