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UNVEILING THE
KENMORE SEWING
MACHINE
38515516000: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE

For  decades,  Kenmore
has been a household
name in  the  world  of
home  sewing,  known
for  producing  reliable
and versatile machines
that  cater  to  a  wide
range  of  skill  levels.
Among  its  extensive
lineup,  the  Kenmore
S e w i n g  M a c h i n e
38515516000  stands

out  as  a  particularly
noteworthy  model.
Whether  you  are  a
beginner  taking  your
first  stitches  or  an
experienced  sewist
l o o k i n g  f o r  a
dependable  secondary
m a c h i n e ,
understanding  what
this  model  offers  can
he lp  you  make  an
informed decision. This
comprehensive  guide
de lves  in to  every
aspect of the Kenmore
38515516000, from its
key  f ea tu res  and
p e r f o r m a n c e  t o
c o m m o n
troubleshooting  tips
and  ma in tenance
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advice.

A First
Look at
the
Kenmore
3851551
6000
The  Kenmore  Sewing
Machine  38515516000
is a mechanical sewing
machine,  meaning  it
rel ies  on  dials  and
switches rather than a
c o m p u t e r i z e d
interface. This is often
a significant advantage
fo r  many  sew i s t s
because  mechanical
machines are typically
easier  to  repair,  more
straightforward  to
operate ,  and  less
prone  to  electronic

failures. This particular
model  was  produced
during  a  period  when
Kenmore  was  known
for  its  robust  build
quality  and  thoughtful
d e s i g n .  T h e
38515516000 is part of
a series that prioritizes
functionality  without
overwhelming the user
wi th  unnecessary
complications.
T h e  m a c h i n e  i s
generally  recognized
for  i ts  so l id  meta l
internal  frame,  which
provides  stability  and
reduces  v ibrat ion
during  high-speed
s e w i n g .  T h i s
foundational  feature
contr ibutes  to  the
machine's  longevity,
making  it  a  popular
choice  for  those  who
want  a  machine  that
can handle regular use
over  the  course  of
many  years.  While  it
may lack some of the
decorat ive  s t i t ch
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options  of  modern
computerized  models,
i t  e x c e l s  i n  t h e
essential functions that
most sewists use every
day.

Key
Features
and
Specificat
ions
Understanding  the
specific  features  of  the
Kenmore 38515516000
is crucial for evaluating
whether it  meets your
sewing needs.  Here is
a  closer  look  at  what
this  machine  typically
offers.

STITCH SELECTION
AND CAPABILITIES

This  model  usually

provides a selection of
bu i l t - i n  s t i t ches ,
including  straight
s t i t c h e s ,  z i g z a g
stitches,  blind  hem
stitches,  and  a  few
bas i c  deco ra t i ve
options.  The  stitch
length  and  width  are
adjustable,  giving  you
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e
a p p e a r a n c e  a n d
function of your seams.
While  the  number  of
s t i t c h e s  m a y  b e
modest compared to a
computerized machine,
the  quality  of  each
st itch  is  general ly
excellent.  The  stitch
selection  is  typically
controlled by a simple
rotary  dial,  making  it
easy to switch between
options as you work on
a project.

AUTOMATIC
FEATURES

One of the highlights of
t h e  K e n m o r e
38515516000  is  its
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automatic  buttonhole
function.  This  feature
allows  you  to  create
p e r f e c t l y  s i z e d
buttonholes  with  a
consistent finish, a task
that can be challenging
on  manual  machines.
The  mach ine  a l so
typically  includes  a
b u i l t - i n  n e e d l e
threader,  which  saves
time and reduces eye
st ra in ,  and  a  top -
loading bobbin system
for  easy  setup  and
monitoring  of  your
thread  supply.

TENSION AND FEED
SYSTEM

The tension system on
this model is generally
reliable  and  easy  to
adjust. It uses a front-
mounted  tension  dial
that allows you to fine-
tune the thread tension
for  different  fabrics.
T h e  d r o p  f e e d
mechanism  is  also  a
va luab le  feature ,

enabling  you  to  lower
the  feed  dogs  when
you  are  doing  free-
motion  qui l t ing  or
darning.  This  flexibility
makes  the  Kenmore
38515516000  suitable
for a variety of sewing
techniques  beyond
b a s i c  g a r m e n t
construction.

WORK AREA AND
LIGHTING

While not massive, the
work area to the right
o f  t h e  n e e d l e  i s
adequate  for  most
home sewing projects.
The  free  arm feature,
which  is  exposed  by
removing  the  flatbed
extension,  is  excellent
for  sewing  cylindrical
items  l ike  sleeves,
cuffs,  and  pant  legs.
The  machine  is  also
equ ipped  w i th  an
incandescent  or  LED
light  that  provides
clear  illumination  of
the sewing area, which
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is essential for precise
work.

Performa
nce and
Sewing
Experienc
e
When  i t  comes  t o
a c t u a l  s e w i n g
per formance,  the
Kenmore 38515516000
i s  k n o w n  f o r  i t s
cons i s ten t  s t i t ch
quality  and  smooth
operation. It handles a
variety of fabrics well,
f r om  l i gh twe igh t
cottons  and  silks  to
medium-weight  wools
and denim. The motor
provides  sufficient
power  for  most  home
sewing  tasks  without
s t r u g g l i n g  o r
overheating.

HANDLING
DIFFERENT FABRIC
TYPES

For  lightweight  and
delicate  fabrics,  the
machine  performs
admirably  when  used
with  the  appropriate
needle and thread. The
adjustable presser foot
pressure,  a  feature
often  found  on  this
model,  helps  prevent
fabr ic  f rom  be ing
stretched  or  distorted
while  feeding  through
the  mach ine .  Fo r
heavier  fabrics,  the
mach ine 's  s t rong
internal  construction
allows  it  to  maintain
s t e a d y  s t i t c h i n g
without  excessive
vibration.  However,  it
is  worth  noting  that
this  machine  is  not
designed  for  heavy-
duty industrial use and
may struggle with very
thick  layers  of  canvas
or leather.
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STITCH QUALITY
AND VERSATILITY

The  straight  stitch  on
t h e  K e n m o r e
3 8 5 1 5 5 1 6 0 0 0  i s
typically  precise  and
even,  making  it  ideal
for seams that require
accuracy.  The  zigzag
stitch  is  also  wel l -
executed,  useful  for
finishing  raw  edges,
sewing stretch fabrics,
and applying lace. The
blind  hem  stitch  is
another  pract ica l
feature  that  produces
nearly  invisible  hems
on  skirts,  pants,  and
curtains.  While  the
decorative stitches are
basic, they add a nice
t o u c h  f o r  s i m p l e
embell ishments  or
creative  projects.

Common

Accessori
es and
Attachme
nts
T h e  K e n m o r e
38515516000  usually
comes with a standard
set of accessories that
enhance its versatility.
Common items include
multiple  presser  feet
such  as  a  general-
p u r p o s e  f o o t ,  a
buttonhole  foot,  a
z ipper  foot ,  and  a
button  sewing  foot.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
machine  typical ly
i n c l u d e s  a  s e t  o f
needles,  bobbins,  a
seam  ripper,  a  l int
b r u s h ,  a n d  a
screwdriver.  Having
these  accessor ies
readily available allows
you  to  start  a  wide
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range of projects right
away  without  needing
to  purchase additional
items.

OPTIONAL
ATTACHMENTS FOR
ENHANCED
FUNCTIONALITY

For those who want to
expand  their  sewing
capabilities,  there  are
s e v e r a l  o p t i o n a l
attachments  that  are
compatible  with  this
model. A walking foot,
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i s
incredibly  useful  for
sewing multiple  layers
of  fabric  or  matching
plaids  and  stripes.  A
quilting guide bar helps
maintain  consistent
seam allowances when
piecing  quilt  tops.  A
binding  foot  can  also
simplify the process of
attaching  bias  tape.
These attachments are
generally  easy  to  find
online  or  at  sewing

supply  stores.

Maintena
nce and
Troublesh
ooting
Like  any  mechanical
device,  the  Kenmore
38515516000  requires
regular maintenance to
perform  at  its  best.
Routine  cleaning  and
oiling are essential for
preventing thread jams
and  ensuring  smooth
operation.

ROUTINE CLEANING

A f t e r  e v e r y  f e w
projects,  it  is  a  good
practice to remove the
throat plate and needle
plate and clean out any
lint or fabric dust that
m a y  h a v e
accumulated.  A  small
brush  or  compressed
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ai r  can  be  used  to
clean  the  feed  dogs
and  bobb in  a rea .
Keeping  the  machine
free  of  debr is  wi l l
prevent tension issues
and prolong the life of
internal components.

OILING THE
MACHINE

T h e  K e n m o r e
38515516000  should
be  oiled  according  to
the instructions in the
user manual. Typically,
you will need to apply
a drop or two of high-
quality sewing machine
oil  to  specific  points  in
the hook assembly and
other  moving parts.  It
is important to use oil
specifically  designed
for  sewing  machines,
as other types can gum
up the mechanism and
cause damage.

COMMON ISSUES

AND SOLUTIONS

Even with proper care,
you  may  occasionally
encounter  problems.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
common  issues  and
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e
K e n m o r e
38515516000.

Thread
bunching
under the
fabric: This is
often caused by
incorrect upper
thread tension or
improper
threading. Re-
thread the
machine
carefully, making
sure the thread
passes through
all guides and
the tension discs.
Needle breaks
frequently: This
can happen if
you are using the
wrong needle for
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the fabric, if the
needle is
inserted
incorrectly, or if
the needle is
bent. Always use
a fresh needle
suited to your
fabric type.
Machine skips
stitches: This
may indicate a
dull or bent
needle, incorrect
thread tension,
or a need for
cleaning. Start
by replacing the
needle and
rethreading the
machine.
Bobbin winder
not working:
Ensure that the
bobbin winder
spindle is pushed
to the right and
that the machine
is disengaged
from the sewing
mechanism
according to the

manual.

Comparin
g the
Kenmore
3851551
6000 to
Modern
Machines
In an era dominated by
computerized  sewing
m a c h i n e s  w i t h
hundreds  of  stitches
a n d  t o u c h s c r e e n
i n t e r f a c e s ,  t h e
Kenmore 38515516000
represents  a  different
philosophy.  Its  value
lies  in  its  simplicity,
durability, and ease of
maintenance.  While
modern machines offer
m o r e  d e c o r a t i v e
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s t i t c h e s  a n d
automated  features,
t h e  K e n m o r e
38515516000 excels at
what  many  sewists
need  most:  reliable
and  consistent  basic
stitches.

ADVANTAGES OF A
MECHANICAL
MACHINE

Mechanical  machines
like  the  38515516000
are  generally  more
affordable  to  purchase
and  repair.  They  are
a l s o  e a s i e r  t o
troubleshoot  because
you can see and adjust
t h e  m e c h a n i c a l
components  directly.
F o r  b e g i n n e r s ,  a
mechanical machine is
an  excellent  learning
tool  because  it  forces
you to understand how
sewing  fundamentals
work without relying on
automation.

LIMITATIONS
COMPARED TO
COMPUTERIZED
MODELS

The main limitation of
t h e  K e n m o r e
38515516000  is  its
limited  stitch  library
and lack  of  automatic
features like automatic
thread  cutting,  needle
up/down  positioning,
and  speed  control.
C o m p u t e r i z e d
machines  also  often
offer  more
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
buttonhole styles and a
w i d e r  v a r i e t y  o f
a l p h a b e t s  f o r
m o n o g r a m m i n g .
However,  for  many
home  sewists,  these
additional features are
n o t  e s s e n t i a l  f o r
everyday  projects.

Finding
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Replacem
ent Parts
and

Manuals
Because  the  Kenmore
38515516000  is  an
older  model,  you may
need to know where to
find  replacement  parts
and  documentation.
Fortunately,  many
parts  are  still  readily
avai lable  through
online retailers, sewing
machine  repair  shops,
and  auct ion  s i tes.
Common  replacement
items  like  bobbins,
needles,  and  presser
feet are generally easy
to locate. For the user
m a n u a l ,  m a n y
websites  offer
downloadable  PDF
versions  that  include
detailed  instructions

f o r  t h r e a d i n g ,
maintenance,  and
troubleshooting.

Is the
Kenmore
3851551
6000
Right for
You?
This  machine  is  an
excellent  choice  for
s e v e r a l  t y p e s  o f
sewists.  Beginners will
a p p r e c i a t e  i t s
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
operation and forgiving
nature.  Experienced
sewists  will  value  its
durable  construction
a n d  r e l i a b l e
p e r f o r m a n c e  f o r
everyday  tasks.  It  is
also a great option for
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t h o s e  w h o  e n j o y
sewing as a hobby and
want a machine that is
easy  to  maintain  and
repair on their own.
However, if you require
a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f
decorative  stitches,
automated features, or
the  ability  to  handle
ex t reme ly  heavy
materials,  you  may
want  to  consider  a
more advanced model.
T h e  K e n m o r e
38515516000 shines in
i ts  s impl ic i ty  and
robustness, but it does
not  p re tend  to  be
something it is not.

Tips for
Using the
Kenmore

3851551
6000
Effectivel
y
To get the most out of
y o u r  K e n m o r e
38515516000, consider
the  following  practical
tips.

Read the1.
manual
thoroughly:
Familiarize
yourself with the
specific
threading path,
tension
adjustments, and
maintenance
schedule
outlined in the
user manual.
Use quality2.
thread: Avoid
old or cheap
thread, as it can
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create excessive
lint and lead to
tension
problems. High-
quality cotton or
polyester thread
will yield better
results.
Change3.
needles
regularly: A
fresh needle
makes a
significant
difference in
stitch quality and
reduces the risk
of damaging
your fabric.
Practice on4.
scrap fabric:
Before starting a
new project, test
your stitch
settings and
tension on a
scrap piece of
the same fabric
to ensure
everything is set
correctly.
Keep the5.

machine
covered: When
not in use,
protect your
Kenmore
38515516000
from dust and
debris by
keeping it
covered.

CONCLUSION

The  Kenmore  Sewing
Machine  38515516000
is  a  testament  to  the
enduring value of well-
designed  mechanical
sewing  machines.  Its
solid  construction,
reliable  stitch  quality,
and  user - f r iend ly
features  make  i t  a
dependable  tool  for  a
wide  range  of  sewing
projects.  While  it  may
not boast the high-tech
bells  and  whistles  of
modern  computerized
models,  it  more  than
compensates  with
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
operation,  ease  of
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maintenance,  and
lasting  durability.  For
anyone  seek ing  a
trustworthy  sewing
companion  that  will
perform  admirably  for
years  to  come,  the
Kenmore 38515516000
remains a worthy and
respected choice in the

sewing  community.
Whether  you  are  just
starting  your  sewing
j o u r n e y  o r  a r e  a
seasoned  enthusiast
looking  for  a  reliable
w o r k h o r s e ,  t h i s
machine is  well  worth
considering.


