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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF KELLEY
ARMSTRONG'S
DARKEST POWERS

Kelley  Armstrong's
Darkest  Powers
t r i l ogy  rema ins  a
cornerstone  of  young
adu l t  paranormal
fiction,  captivating
readers  with  its  blend
o f  s u p e r n a t u r a l
intr igue,  complex
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
profound  emotional
depth. While the series
follows  the  journey  of

Chloe  Saunders  and
her  friends  as  they
navigate  a  world  of
s u p e r n a t u r a l
consp i rac ies ,  the
underlying  theme  of
finding one's place in a
c h a o t i c  w o r l d
resonates  powerfully
with  audiences.  The
phrase  "Belonging
Darkest  Powers  35
B y  K e l l e y
Armst rong"  h a s
e m e r g e d  a s  a
touchstone  for  fans
seeking to explore the
deeper  na r ra t i ve
threads  of  identity,
a c c e p t a n c e ,  a n d
connection  within  this
beloved  series.  This
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article  delves  into  the
thematic  richness  of
the  Darkest  Powers
universe,  examining
how  the  concept  of
belonging  shapes  the
characters,  drives  the
plot,  and  creates  the
lasting  impact  that
k e e p s  r e a d e r s
returning  to  these
pages.

UNDERSTANDING
THE DARKEST
POWERS UNIVERSE

The
Foundatio
n of the
Trilogy
Before  exploring  the
specific  themes
e n c a p s u l a t e d  b y
Belonging  Darkest
Powers 35 By Kelley
Armstrong ,  i t  i s

essential to understand
the  world  in  which
these characters exist.
The  Darkest  Powers
trilogy comprises three
ma in  nove l s :  The
Summoning  (2008),
The Awakening (2009),
and  The  Reckoning
(2010) .  The  s tory
centers on fifteen-year-
old  Chloe Saunders,  a
budding  writer  who
begins  seeing  ghosts
a f te r  a  t raumat i c
incident. This discovery
thrusts  her  into  the
dangerous world of the
E d i s o n  G r o u p ,  a
shadowy  organization
t h a t  s t u d i e s  a n d
controls  supernatural
teenagers.  Alongside
her  a l l ies—Derek,
S i m o n ,  T o r i ,  a n d
R a e — C h l o e  m u s t
uncover  the  t ruth
about her powers while
evading  those  who
wish to exploit them.
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The
Significan
ce of "35"
in the
Narrative
Whi le  Belonging
Darkest  Powers  35
By Kelley Armstrong
m a y  r e f e r e n c e  a
specific  chapter  or
edi t ion  with in  the
expanded universe, the
n u m b e r  3 5  o f t e n
symbolizes  pivotal
m o m e n t s  i n
storytell ing.  In  the
context of the Darkest
Powers  series,  it  can
represent  chapter
mi lestones  where
critical  revelations
occur—moments  when
characters  confront
their  deepest  fears
about  who  they  are

and  where  they  truly
belong.  These  turning
p o i n t s  a r e  w h e r e
Armstrong's  skill  as  a
writer  shines,  weaving
t o g e t h e r  a c t i o n ,
emotion, and thematic
depth  in  ways  that
l e a v e  r e a d e r s
breathless.

THE CENTRAL
THEME:
BELONGING IN A
SUPERNATURAL
WORLD

Chloe
Saunders
: The
Outsider'
s Journey
A t  i t s  h e a r t ,  t h e
Darkest Powers trilogy
i s  a  s t o r y  a b o u t
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be long ing .  Ch loe
Saunders begins as the
ultimate  outsider—a
g i r l  w h o  c a n n o t
connect with her peers,
who  feels  invisible  in
her own life,  and who
discovers that her very
existence  defies  the
norma l  wor ld  she
thought she knew. Her
journey to embrace her
necromancer  powers
parallels her journey to
find  a  community
where she is accepted
for  who  she  truly  is.
T h e  c o n c e p t  o f
Belonging  Darkest
Powers 35 By Kelley
Armstrong  captures
this struggle perfectly,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e
moment  when  Chloe
begins  to  understand
that  belonging  is  not
about fitting into a pre-
exist ing  mold,  but
about  finding  those
w h o  a c c e p t  y o u r
unique  truth.

Initial

Isolation:
Chloe's early life
is marked by
social
awkwardness
and a sense of
being different
without
understanding
why.
Discovery of
Powers: Her
necromancer
abilities
manifest,
confirming her
otherness and
forcing her into a
new reality.
Finding
Community:
Through Derek,
Simon, and
others, Chloe
discovers a found
family that
values her gifts
rather than
fearing them.
Self-
Acceptance:
The culmination
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of her arc
involves Chloe
embracing her
identity as a
supernatural
being, realizing
that belonging
starts from
within.

Derek
Souza:
The
Struggle
for
Acceptan
ce
Derek  Souza ,  the
werewolf  with  a  fierce
exterior  and  a  deeply
vulnerable  interior,
embodies  another
d i m e n s i o n  o f

belonging. Cursed with
a volatile nature and a
a p p e a r a n c e  t h a t
frightens others, Derek
has spent his life being
rejected by those who
cannot  see  past  his
c o n d i t i o n .  H i s
relationship with Chloe
becomes  a  powerful
conduit  for  exploring
trust,  loyalty,  and  the
h e a l i n g  p o w e r  o f
u n c o n d i t i o n a l
acceptance.  When
examining  Belonging
Darkest  Powers  35
By Kelley Armstrong,
readers  often point  to
Derek's  growth  as  a
testament  to  the idea
that belonging requires
b o t h  g i v i n g  a n d
receiving  trust.  His
journey  from  isolation
to  connection  mirrors
the  broader  message
that  true  belonging  is
e a r n e d  t h r o u g h
vu lnerab i l i ty  and
mutual  respect.
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Simon
and Tori:
Contrasti
ng Paths
to
Connectio
n
Simon,  the  charming
a n d  r e s o u r c e f u l
sorcerer, and Tori, the
complex  and  often
antagonistic  witch,
offer  contrasting
p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n
belonging.  Simon  has
a l w a y s  c r a v e d
normalcy, longing for a
l i f e  f ree  f rom  the
supernatural  chaos
that  defines  his
e x i s t e n c e .  T o r i ,
meanwhile,  initially

clings  to  power  and
status  as  substitutes
for genuine connection,
only  to  discover  that
true  belonging  cannot
be  commanded  or
manipulated.  Their
arcs  interweave  with
Chloe's,  creating  a
t a p e s t r y  o f
interpersonal dynamics
t h a t  e n r i c h  t h e
narrative's  exploration
of  what  it  means  to
find one's place.

PLOT MILESTONES
AND EMOTIONAL
TURNING POINTS

The
Summoni
ng:
Awakenin
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g to
Othernes

s
In  the  first  installment,
Chloe's  world  shatters
w h e n  s h e  b e g i n s
seeing ghosts. Sent to
Lyle  House,  a  group
home  for  t roubled
teens,  she  encounters
o t h e r s  l i k e
herself—supernaturally
gifted  young  people
who have been labeled
as  menta l l y  i l l  o r
dangerous.  The  sense
o f  d i s l o c a t i o n  i s
profound,  as  Chloe
grapples with the fear
that  she  is  losing  her
mind.  Yet  within  this
chaos,  she  finds  the
first  glimmers  of
belonging.  Her  bond
with Derek and Simon
forms in the crucible of
shared  danger,  laying
the foundation for  the

deep connections  that
w i l l  sus ta in  them
through  the  t r ia ls
ahead.  The  keyword
Belonging  Darkest
Powers 35 By Kelley
Armstrong  resonates
here,  as  this  initial
phase  of  the  story
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e
fundamental  question:
Can  these  broken
pieces form a whole?

The
Awakenin
g: The
Flight to
Freedom
T h e  s e c o n d  b o o k
intensifies  the  stakes
a s  C h l o e  a n d  h e r
fr iends  escape  the
E d i s o n  G r o u p ' s
clutches and go on the
run.  The  theme  of
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belonging  becomes
more  urgent  as  they
must  re ly  on  each
other for survival. Trust
is  tested,  secrets  are
revealed,  and  the
f r a g i l i t y  o f  t h e i r
makeshift  family  is
exposed. Key moments
that  al ign  with  the
spirit  of  Belonging
Darkest  Powers  35
By Kelley Armstrong
i n c l u d e  C h l o e ' s
growing  confidence  in
her  powers  and  her
gradual  recognition
that her differences are
not  weaknesses  but
strengths.  The group's
unity, though strained,
becomes  their  most
power fu l  weapon
against the forces that
seek to control them.

The

Reckonin
g:
Confronta
tion and
Resolutio
n
The  final  book  brings
t h e  t r i l o g y  t o  a
satisfying  conclusion,
with  the  characters
facing  their  greatest
challenges  yet.  Here,
the theme of belonging
r e a c h e s  i t s  f u l l
expression. Chloe must
dec ide  where  her
loyalties  lie—with  the
s u p e r n a t u r a l
c o m m u n i t y  t h a t
accepts  her,  or  with
the  human  world  she
once  cal led  home.
Derek  confronts  his
inner  demons  and
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learns that he is worthy
o f  l o v e  a n d
acceptance.  Simon
makes  peace  with  his
magical  heritage,  and
Tori begins to shed her
defensive  armor.  The
r e s o l u t i o n  o f
Belonging  Darkest
Powers 35 By Kelley
Armstrong  i s  not
about  finding  a  safe
haven ,  bu t  abou t
realizing  that  safety
and  belonging  come
from the bonds forged
through  struggle  and
sacrifice.

Chloe1.
embraces her
necromancer
identity fully,
no longer
wishing to be
ordinary.
Derek finds2.
acceptance in
Chloe's
unwavering
trust, breaking
his cycle of
self-loathing.

Simon chooses3.
his found
family over the
illusion of
normalcy.
Tori learns that4.
belonging is
not about
control but
about
vulnerability.

THE BROADER
CONTEXT: WHY
BELONGING
MATTERS

Universal
Themes
for Young
Adult
Readers
T h e  e n d u r i n g
popu la r i t y  o f  t he
Darkest  Powers  series
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can be attributed to its
universal  themes.
Adolescence is  a  time
of  intense  questioning
a b o u t  i d e n t i t y ,
friendship,  and  one's
place  in  the  world.
Young  readers  see
themselves  in  Chloe's
confusion,  Derek's
anger,  and  Simon's
l o n g i n g .  T h e
supernatural  elements
serve as metaphors for
the very real struggles
o f  g r o w i n g  u p
differences—whether
those  differences  are
visible  or  hidden.  The
phrase  Belonging
Darkest  Powers  35
By Kelley Armstrong
encapsu la tes  the
search  for  acceptance
that  defines  the
teenage experience. It
reminds  readers  that
they  are  not  alone  in
t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  o f
otherness  and  that
c o m m u n i t y  c a n
emerge from the most

u n e x p e c t e d
circumstances.

Armstron
g's Craft:
Weaving
Theme
into Plot
Kelley  Armstrong's
mastery  l ies  in  her
ability to embed deep
thematic  questions
within  a  fast-paced,
action-driven narrative.
She  never  lectures  or
preaches; instead, she
allows  her  characters
t o  l i v e  o u t  t h e i r
struggles,  making  the
theme  of  belonging
organic  and  earned.
Each  plot  twist,  each
revelation  about  the
E d i s o n  G r o u p ' s
machinations,  serves
t o  d e e p e n  t h e
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c h a r a c t e r s '
unders tand ing  o f
themselves  and  their
relationships.  When
f a n s  s e a r c h  f o r
Belonging  Darkest
Powers 35 By Kelley
Armstrong,  they  are
seek ing  a  deeper
engagement  with  the
material—a  way  to
revisit  the  emotions
and insights that made
the  series  meaningful
to  them.  Armstrong's
writing  rewards  this
c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n ,
offering  layers  of
meaning  that  reveal
themse lves  upon
multiple  readings.

The Role
of Found
Family in

Supernat
ural
Fiction
The  concept  of  found
family  is  a  powerful
trope  in  supernatural
fiction, and the Darkest
P o w e r s  s e r i e s
exemplifies  it
beautifully.  Chloe,
Derek, Simon, Tori, and
Rae come from vastly
different  backgrounds
and  possess  disparate
abilities, yet they form
a  cohesive  unit  that
protects  and  supports
i ts  members.  Th is
resonates  deeply  with
readers  who may feel
disconnected  from
their biological families
or peers. The keyword
Belonging  Darkest
Powers 35 By Kelley
Armstrong  nods  to
this  idea,  suggesting
that  belonging  is  not
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about blood or biology,
but  about  cho ice ,
loyalty,  and  love.  The
series  affirms  that
family is not defined by
circumstance  but  by
the  bonds  we  choose
to nurture.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
FAN ENGAGEMENT

Why
Readers
Keep
Returning
Over a decade after its
initial  publication,  the
Darkest Powers trilogy
continues  to  attract
new  readers  whi le
retaining  a  devoted
fanbase. The emotional
authenticity  of  the
characters,  the  tight
p lo t t i ng ,  and  the

thoughtful  exploration
o f  b e l o n g i n g  a l l
contribute to its lasting
appeal. Online forums,
fan  fiction
communit ies ,  and
social  media  groups
buzz  with  discussions
a b o u t  f a v o r i t e
moments,  character
arcs,  and  the  themes
that leave the deepest
impression. The search
f o r  B e l o n g i n g
Darkest  Powers  35
By Kelley Armstrong
reflects  this  ongoing
engagement—readers
seeking to pinpoint the
exact chapter or scene
where  a  character's
j o u r n e y  t o w a r d
belonging  reaches  its
zenith.  This  kind  of
d e t a i l e d  f a n d o m
speaks to the quality of
A r m s t r o n g ' s
storytell ing,  which
invites analysis and re-
examination.
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Comparis
ons to
Contemp
orary
Young
Adult
Fiction
In  the  landscape  of
y o u n g  a d u l t
paranormal  fiction,  the
Darkest  Powers  series
s tands  ou t  fo r  i t s
grounded  character
work  and  refusal  to
romanticize  danger.
U n l i k e  s o m e
contemporaries  that
prioritize romance over
substance,  Armstrong
balances  relationship
development with plot
p r o g r e s s i o n  a n d

thematic  depth.  The
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f
b e l o n g i n g  i s  n o t
relegated to subtext; it
i s  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e
narrative's  DNA.  This
seriousness of purpose
elevates the series and
explains why keywords
l i k e  B e l o n g i n g
Darkest  Powers  35
By Kelley Armstrong
continue  to  generate
interest  years  after
publication.  Readers
recognize  that  the
story  offers  more  than
escapism—it  offers
insight into the human
condition.

CONCLUSION: THE
LASTING GIFT OF
BELONGING

Kelley  Armstrong's
Darkest Powers trilogy
remains a vital reading
experience  because  it
s p e a k s  t o  a
fundamental  human
need:  the  need  to
belong. Through Chloe,
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Derek, Simon, Tori, and
their  allies,  readers
witness  the  messy,
painful,  and ultimately
beautiful  process  of
finding  one's
c o m m u n i t y .  T h e
keyword  Belonging
Darkest  Powers  35
By Kelley Armstrong
may  refer  to  a  specific

m o m e n t  i n  t h e
nar ra t ive ,  but  i t s
significance  extends
far  beyond any  single
c h a p t e r  o r  p a g e
number.  It  represents
the  emotional  core  of
the  series—the  idea
t h a t  w e  a r e  a l l
searching  for  a


