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THE TIMELESS
CRAFT OF THE
NEWSPAPER
PIRATE HAT

There  is  something
remarkably  charming
about  the  sight  of  a
ch i ld—or  even  an
adu l t—spor t ing  a
p e r f e c t l y  f o l d e d
newspaper  pirate
hat.  This  simple  yet
iconic creation is more
than  just  a  piece  of
folded  paper.  It  is  a
g a t e w a y  t o
imagination,  a  nod  to
nautical history, and a
surprisingly  practical
craft.  For  generations,
the  newspaper  pirate

hat has been a staple
of  rainy-day  activities,
classroom art projects,
and  themed  parties.
But  what  is  it  about
this  folded  hat  that
continues  to  captivate
us? In  this  article,  we
will explore the origins,
t he  s tep -by - s tep
folding techniques, the
cultural  significance,
and  the  surpris ing
versa t i l i t y  o f  the
newspaper  pirate  hat.
Whether  you  are  a
parent  looking  for  a
quick craft or a history
enthusiast  curious
abou t  ephemera l
fashion, this deep dive
will provide everything
you need to know.
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THE ORIGINS OF
THE NEWSPAPER
PIRATE HAT: A

BRIEF HISTORY

To truly appreciate the
newspaper  pirate
hat,  we must first look
back at  its  roots.  The
art of paper folding, or
or igami,  has  been
practiced  in  Japan  for
centur ies,  but  the
specific  form  of  the
newspaper  hat  as  we
know it today emerged
in  the  Western  world
during  the  late  19th
a n d  e a r l y  2 0 t h
centuries.  Newspapers
were  widely  available,
cheap, and disposable,
m a k i n g  t h e m  t h e
perfect  material  for
qu ick ,  temporary
crafts. The hat itself is
believed to have been
inspired by the tricorn
hats  worn  by  pirates
and sailors  during the
Golden Age of Piracy in
the  17th  and  18th

centuries.
Pirates and privateers,
such  as  the  infamous
Blackbeard  or  Captain
Kidd, wore these wide-
brimmed hats not just
f o r  s t y l e  b u t  f o r
practical  reasons.  The
turned-up brim helped
channel  rainwater
away  from  the  face,
and  the  tr iangular
shape  offered  some
protection from the sun
at sea. The newspaper
vers ion  became  a
playful  homage  to
these maritime rogues.
B y  t h e  m i d - 2 0 t h
c e n t u r y ,  t h e
newspaper  pirate  hat
had become a staple of
c h i l d r e n ' s  p l a y ,
featured  in  countless
h o w - t o  b o o k s ,
television  segments,
and  summer  camp
activities.  It  remains
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
recogn izab le  and
enduring  examples  of
folk origami.
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WHY THE
NEWSPAPER
PIRATE HAT
ENDURES IN
POPULAR CULTURE

In  an  age  of  digital
entertainment  and
mass-produced  toys,
the  newspaper  pirate
hat  holds  a  special
place.  It  requires  no
special  materials,  no
bat te r ies ,  and  no
instruction  manual
beyond  a  simple  fold.
The  act  of  creating  a
hat  from  a  discarded
newspaper  is  a  small
act  of  creativity  and
resourcefulness.  It
connects us to a time
when  entertainment
was  handmade  and
imagination  was  the
only  tool  required.
Beyond  its  nostalgic
a p p e a l ,  t h e
newspaper  pirate
hat frequently appears
in  movies,  cartoons,
and  l iterature  as  a

s h o r t h a n d  f o r
a d v e n t u r e  a n d
mischief .  Think  of
children's books where
a group of friends uses
a  newspaper  hat  to
signal a pirate ship or a
classroom scene where
a mischievous student
fashions a hat from the
day's  headlines.  This
cu l tura l  footpr int
ensures  that  even  as
generations  pass,  the
h a t  r e m a i n s  a
recognizable symbol of
playful  rebellion  and
nautical  fantasy.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
FOLD A CLASSIC
NEWSPAPER
PIRATE HAT

Creating  your  own
newspaper  pirate
hat  is  surprisingly
simple.  With  just  one
full sheet of newspaper
and a few minutes, you
can  transform  flat
newsprint into a three-
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dimensional  crown.
Follow  these  steps
carefully  for  the  best
results.

Materials
You Will
Need

One full sheet of
newspaper
(approximately
24 by 29 inches,
or the standard
broadsheet size)
A flat, clean
surface for
folding
Optional: paint,
markers, or
stickers for
decoration

Step 1:

Prepare
the Paper
Lay  the  newspaper
sheet flat on your work
surface  with  the  fold
l i n e  r u n n i n g
horizontally.  If  your
n e w s p a p e r  h a s
multiple  sections,  use
the  main  front  page
section  for  the  best
result. Smooth out any
wrinkles  with  your
hands.

Step 2:
Fold in
Half
Horizonta
lly
Take  the  top  edge  of
the newspaper and fold
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it  down  to  meet  the
bottom  edge.  Crease
the  fold  firmly  with
your  fingernail  or  the
edge of your hand. You
should  now  have  a
long,  rectangular
shape.

Step 3:
Fold in
Half
Vertically
(to Find
the
Center)
Now fold the rectangle
f rom  le f t  to  r ight ,
bringing  the  left  edge
to meet the right edge.
Crease  lightly,  then
unfold.  This  creates  a
center crease line that

will  guide  your  next
folds.

Step 4:
Fold the
Top
Corners
to the
Center
Take the top left corner
of  the  rectangle  and
fo ld  i t  d iagona l ly
downward  so  that  it
meets  the  cen te r
crease.  Repeat  with
the  top  right  corner.
Your paper should now
resemble  a  house
s h a p e ,  w i t h  t w o
triangular  flaps
meeting in the middle
and a rectangular band
of paper below.
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Step 5:
Fold the
Bottom
Flaps
This  step  requires  a
little care. Take the top
layer  of  the  bottom
rectangular  band  and
f o l d  i t  u p w a r d ,
covering  the  bottom
edges of the triangles.
Flip the entire hat over
and  repeat  on  the
other side, folding the
remaining bottom band
upward.  You  should
now  have  a  triangle-
shaped piece of paper.

Step 6:
Open the

Base
Place  your  fingers
inside the open bottom
of  the  triangle  and
gently  pull  the  sides
apart.  The  hat  wi l l
begin to take a three-
dimensional  shape.
Flatten  the  base  by
pressing  down  gently,
forming a  diamond or
square shape.

Step 7:
Fold the
Bottom
Points
Upward
With  the  d iamond
shape in front of  you,
take the bottom point
of  the  top  layer  and
fold it upward to meet
the top point. Flip the
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hat over and repeat on
the other side. You now
have a smaller triangle.

Step 8:
Open the
Hat Again
Once more, place your
fingers  inside  the
bottom  opening  and
gently  pull  the  sides
apart.  The  hat  wi l l
open into its final form.
Adjust the brim and the
peak by gently shaping
the  paper  with  your
h a n d s .
Congratulations,  you
have  just  created  a
classic  newspaper
pirate  hat.

VARIATIONS AND
CREATIVE TWISTS
ON THE CLASSIC
HAT

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
mastered  the  basic

fold,  the  possibilities
a r e  e n d l e s s .  T h e
newspaper  pirate
hat  i s  a  versa t i l e
template  that  can  be
c u s t o m i z e d  i n
numerous ways to suit
different  themes  and
occasions.

The
Admiral's
Hat
F o r  a  m o r e
authoritative look, add
a  large  feather  or  a
paper  plume  to  the
side of the hat. You can
create  a  feather  by
cutting  a  leaf  shape
from colored paper or a
magazine  page  and
attaching  it  with  a
piece of tape or glue.
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The
Decorate
d
Buccanee

r
Use markers,  crayons,
or paint to add details
l i k e  a  s k u l l  a n d
crossbones,  a  ship's
wheel, or your personal
pirate  flag.  Stickers
and  glitter  can  add
extra  flair.  This  is  an
excellent  activity  for
children's  parties  or
classroom art sessions.

The
Miniature

Pirate Hat
If you are looking for a
hat for a doll or a small
t oy ,  s imp ly  use  a
smaller piece of paper.
A  single  page  from a
tabloid  or  a  sheet  of
printer paper folded in
half  can  produce  a
charming  miniature
version  of  the  classic
hat.

The
Colorful
Newspap
er Hat
W h i l e  s t a n d a r d
n e w s p r i n t  h a s  a
distinct  grayish-beige
color, you can use the
colored  pages  from
newspaper  inserts  or
comic  sect ions  to
create  a  vibrant,  eye-
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catching hat. This is a
great  way  to  recycle
advertising  materials
into something fun and
wearable.

THE EDUCATIONAL
AND
DEVELOPMENTAL
BENEFITS OF
PAPER FOLDING

Beyond  the  sheer  fun
o f  i t ,  f o l d i n g  a
newspaper  pirate
hat  offers  several
cognitive  and  motor
skill  benefits,
especially for children.
T h e  p r o c e s s  o f
following  sequential
instructions,  aligning
edges,  and  applying
pressure  to  create
creases  helps  develop
fine  motor  skills  and
hand-eye coordination.
It also introduces basic
concepts of  geometry,
symmetry,  and spatial
reasoning  in  a  hands-
on, engaging way.

F o r  p a r e n t s  a n d
e d u c a t o r s ,  t h e
newspaper pirate hat is
an ideal teaching tool.
It  requires  minimal
s e t u p ,  u s e s
inexpensive  materials,
and provides a tangible
reward  for  following
directions.  The  sense
of  accomplishment  a
child  feels  when  they
unfold  their  first  hat  is
g e n u i n e  a n d
m o t i v a t i n g .  I t
encourages  patience,
pe r s i s tence ,  and
creat ive  problem-
solving.

ENVIRONMENTAL
AND PRACTICAL
ADVANTAGES

I n  a n  e r a  w h e r e
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i s
increasingly important,
the newspaper pirate
hat  stands  out  as  an
eco-friendly  craft.  It
repurposes  a  material
that  might  otherwise
be recycled or  thrown
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a w a y ,  g i v i n g  i t  a
second life as a toy or
accessory.  Unl ike
plastic  party  hats  or
s t o r e - b o u g h t
costumes, a newspaper
hat  is  biodegradable
a n d  c o m p l e t e l y
compostable after use.
Practically  speaking,
the  newspaper  pirate
hat  a lso  has  some
surprising  real-world
applications.  Painters
and  DIY  enthusiasts
s o m e t i m e s  u s e  a
newspaper  hat  as  a
makeshift painter's cap
to  protect  hair  from
dust or splatters. Chefs
in  a  pinch  have  been
known to fold a quick
hat to keep hair out of
food.  And  for  outdoor
events,  a  newspaper
hat can provide a bit of
temporary shade on a
sunny  day .  I t  i s  a
versatile tool disguised
as a toy.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE
NEWSPAPER
PIRATE HAT

Can I use
any type
of paper?
While  newspaper  is
traditional  due  to  its
size  and flexibility,  you
can use any large, thin
paper.  Craft  paper,
wrapping  paper,  or
even a large sheet  of
printer paper can work.
Keep  in  mind  that
thicker  paper  may  be
harder  to  crease  and
m a y  n o t  h o l d  t h e
shape  as  well.

How do I
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make the
hat stay
on my

head?
The classic newspaper
pirate  hat  sits  lightly
on  the  head.  For  a
more  secure  fit,  you
can  punch  a  hole  on
each side of  the brim
and thread a piece of
e l a s t i c  o r  s t r i n g
through  to  create  a
c h i n  s t r a p .
Alternatively,  you  can
use a few bobby pins
to  attach  the  hat  to
your hair.

Can I
make the

hat
waterpro
of?
While  newspaper  is
naturally  absorbent,
you  can  apply  a  thin
coat  of  clear  spray
sealant or  mod podge
to make the hat more
resistant  to  moisture.
H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i s
g e n e r a l l y  n o t
recommended for hats
meant for children, as
the chemicals may be
irritating.

How long
does a
newspap
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er pirate
hat last?
A  well-folded  hat  can
last for several hours of
p lay ,  bu t  i t  i s  no t
designed for long-term
durability.  The  paper
w i l l  w e a k e n  w i t h
repeated handling and
exposure  to  moisture.
For a more permanent
vers ion ,  cons ider
folding the hat from a
sturdy  sheet  of  art
p a p e r  o r  t h i n
cardboard.

HOSTING A
NEWSPAPER
PIRATE HAT PARTY

If you are looking for a
unique  and  budget-
friendly  party  activity,
consider  hosting  a
newspaper  pirate  hat
crafting  session.  This
works  wonderfully  for
birthday parties, school
events,  or  even  adult

t e a m - b u i l d i n g
activities.  Provide  a
stack  of  newspapers,
markers,  stickers,  and
other  embellishments,
and  let  guests  create
their own personalized
hats.
You can turn it  into a
compet i t i on  w i th
categories  like  "Most
C r e a t i v e , "  " M o s t
Historically  Accurate,"
o r  " B e s t  U s e  o f
Headlines." It is a low-
pressure,  inclusive
a c t i v i t y  t h a t
encourages  creativity
and collaboration. Plus,
every  guest  leaves
w i t h  a  w e a r a b l e
souvenir  that  they
made  themselves.

THE SOCIAL AND
EMOTIONAL VALUE
OF SIMPLE CRAFTS

In  a  fast-paced world,
t h e  s i m p l e  a c t  o f
folding  paper  can  be
surprisingly meditative.
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The repetitive motions
and  focused  attention
required  to  create  a
newspaper  pirate
hat  can be a form of
mindfulness.  It  offers  a
break  from  screens
a n d  a  c h a n c e  t o
e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e
physical  world  in  a
tang ib le  way .  For
adults ,  i t  can  be  a
nostalgic  trip  back  to
childhood. For children,
it  is an opportunity to
create something from
nothing and to feel the
p r i d e  o f
accomplishment.
When  you  make  a
newspaper  pirate  hat
with someone, you are
sharing more than just
a craft. You are sharing
a  m o m e n t  o f
c o n n e c t i o n ,  a
conversation,  and  a
l a u g h .  T h e  h a t
becomes  a  prop  for
storytelling,  a  catalyst
for play, and a symbol
of  shared  experience.

That  is  perhaps  the
most  valuable  aspect
of  this  humble  folded
hat.

CONCLUSION

T h e  n e w s p a p e r
p i r a t e  h a t  i s  a
remarkable example of
how  something  so
simple can be so rich in
meaning.  From  its
historical  roots  in  the
a g e  o f  s a i l  t o  i t s
m o d e r n  r o l e  a s  a
beloved  children's
craft,  this  folded  hat
has  stood  the  test  of
time.  It  teaches  us
about  resourcefulness,
creativity,  and the joy
of  making  something
with  our  own  hands.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
f o l d i n g  o n e  f o r  a
costume,  a  party,  or
j u s t  f o r  f u n ,  t h e
newspaper pirate hat is
a  small  but  powerful
r e m i n d e r  t h a t
adventure  begins  with
a single fold. So grab a
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newspaper,  clear  your
tab le ,  and  le t  the

transformation  begin.
T h e  s e a s  o f
imagination  await.


