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Let It Be
Piano Solo

THE TIMELESS
APPEAL OF THE
LET IT BE PIANO
SOLO

There are few songs in
the history of popular
music that have
achieved the universal
recognition and
emotional resonance of
The Beatles' "Let It
Be." Written by Paul
McCartney and
released in 1970, the
track stands as a
beacon of hope and
acceptance. While the
song is beloved for its
lyrics and vocal
melody, one of its most
iconic and memorable
elements is the Let It
Be piano solo. This
brief but powerful

instrumental passage
has become a rite of
passage for piano
players of all skill
levels. In this article,
we will explore the
history, structure,
playing techniques,
and lasting legacy of
the Let It Be piano
solo, offering insights
for both casual
listeners and aspiring
musicians.

A BRIEF HISTORY
BEHIND THE SONG
AND ITS PIANO
SOLO

"Let It Be" was part of
The Beatles' final
studio album of the
same name, recorded
during a period of
tension and creative
fragmentation within
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the band. According to
McCartney, the song
was inspired by a
dream he had about
his mother, Mary, who
had died when he was
fourteen. The phrase
"let it be" came to him
as a message of
reassurance. The
song's arrangement
features multiple
layers, including a
gospel-influenced
choir, a gentle
bassline, and, most
notably, the piano work
that drives the entire
composition.

The Let It Be piano
solo was performed by
Paul McCartney
himself, who for years
was the primary
keyboardist for the
band. The solo appears
after the second
chorus and is
approximately sixteen
bars long. It is
deceptively simple yet
deeply expressive—a

perfect blend of
McCartney's melodic
sensibilities and his
ability to convey
emotion through
minimalistic playing.
Over the decades, this
solo has been studied,
transcribed, and
performed by countless
pianists, from
beginners to concert
virtuosos.

MUSICAL
STRUCTURE OF
THE LET IT BE
PIANO SOLO

To understand why the
Let It Be piano solo
is so effective, it helps
to break down its
musical components.
The solo is in the key
of C major, which is
one of the most
accessible keys for
pianists. The chord
progression during the
solo follows the same
pattern as the verses:
C-G-Am-F-C-G-
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F - C. This is a classic I-
V-vi-IV  progression,
beloved in pop music
for its uplifting and
resolving quality.

Melodic
Contour
and
Phrasing

McCartney's solo is not
a display of technical
speed or flashy runs.
Instead, it is built on
simple, singable
phrases that mirror the
vocal melody. The right
hand plays a series of
broken chords and
melodic fragments,
while the left hand
provides steady root
notes and occasional
chordal support. The
solo begins with a
gentle ascending scale
run, then moves into a

call-and-response
pattern with the bass
and drums. The
emotional peak occurs
when McCartney
repeats a high C note
several times before
resolving downward,
creating a sense of
longing and release.

Rhythm
and Feel

The Let It Be piano
solo is played in a
slow, steady 4/4 time
with a gospel-infused
backbeat. The phrasing
is slightly behind the
beat, giving it a
relaxed, almost
meditative quality. This
rhythmic feeling is
crucial to capturing the
song's soul. Many
piano teachers
emphasize that playing
the solo is as much
about feel and timing
as it is about hitting



the correct notes. The
subtle rubato—a slight
stretching of
tempo—adds to the
emotional depth.

HOW TO PLAY THE
LET IT BE PIANO
SOLO: A STEP-BY-
STEP GUIDE

If you are a pianist
looking to learn this
classic solo, you are in
good company. The
Let It Be piano solo
is often one of the first
complete solos that
intermediate players
attempt. Below is a
practical guide to
mastering it.

Step 1:
Master
the Basic

Chord
Progressi
on

Before attempting the
solo, be comfortable
with the chord
progression: C major, G
major, A minor, F
major. Practice the left
hand playing root
notes (C, G, A, F) in
octaves or single notes
while your right hand
plays the chords in a
broken pattern. The
left hand should be
steady and consistent.

Step 2:
Learn the
Solo by

4 Let It Be Piano Solo

2024-02-25



from

Let It Be Piano Solo 5

Ear or

Sheet

Music

Several accurate
transcriptions are
available online.
However, learning by
ear can deepen your
musical understanding.
Listen to the original
recording repeatedly.
Focus on the first four
bars, which start with a
right-hand ascending
line: C D E G (using
fingers 1-2-3-5). Then
the phrase moves to
an A note and
descends. Write down
the notes if needed.

Step 3:

|solate
the Right
Hand
Melody

Practice the right-hand
melody alone. The solo
consists of several
short phrases. The first
phraseis: CDEGAG
ECDEGAGE. The
second phrase is
similar but with slight
variations. Pay
attention to the
repeated high C—this
is the emotional
climax. Slow down the
tempo and ensure
evenness in your
fingerwork.

Step 4.



Add Left-
Hand

te
Dynamics

Accomanad

niment

Once the right hand is
comfortable, add the
left hand playing the
chord roots. Then
progress to full chords.
In the original, the left
hand plays a simple
arpeggio on the C
chord (C E G) and
similar patterns on
other chords. Keep the
left hand soft and
supportive.

Step 5:
Incorpora

Pedaling

The Let It Be piano
solo relies heavily on
dynamics. The first few
bars are played mezzo-
piano (moderately
soft), then gradually
build to a forte (loud)
at the high C, then
subside. Use the
sustain pedal to
connect notes, but
change the pedal on
each chord change to
avoid a muddy sound.
The feeling of
"floating" is essential.

THE EMOTIONAL
AND SPIRITUAL
IMPACT OF THE
SOLO

Why does the Let It
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Be piano solo
resonate so deeply
with audiences? Part of
the answer lies in its
simplicity. The solo
does not try to impress
with virtuosity; instead,
it speaks directly to the
heart. The melodic line
ascends like a question
and descends like an
answer, mirroring the
lyrical theme of letting
go of worry. Many
listeners report feeling
a sense of peace or
nostalgia when they
hear it. For pianists,
performing this solo
can be a cathartic
experience, connecting
them to McCartney's
original emotion.

Furthermore, the solo
fits seamlessly into the
song’s overall
arrangement. It arrives
at a moment when the
verses have
established the
narrative, and the choir
has reinforced the

message of hope. The
piano solo acts as a
vocal substitute,
"singing" a wordless
melody that every
listener can interpret
personally. This
universality is why the
Let It Be piano solo
remains a staple in
piano recitals,
weddings, and tribute
concerts worldwide.

NOTABLE
RECORDINGS AND
PERFORMANCES

While the original 1970
studio version is the
definitive Let It Be
piano solo, several
other performances are
worth noting. The
Beatles’ 1970 film "Let

It Be" includes a
slower, more raw
version with a slightly
different piano part.

Paul McCartney has
performed the song
live countless times
over his long career,



often expanding the
solo or improvising
around it. For instance,
during his 1990 world
tour, McCartney would
sometimes play a
longer piano solo with
bluesy embellishments.
In 2018, during the
"Freshen Up" tour, he
added a brief classical
flourish, showing the
solo’s adaptability.

Additionally, the solo
has been covered by
many artists. Billy Joel,
a piano man himself,
has incorporated the
song into his live
shows, often playing
the solo with his
characteristic swing.

Other notable
renditions include
those by Aretha

Franklin (with a gospel
choir), John Legend,
and even virtuoso
pianist Lang Lang, who
performed a classical-
infused arrangement.
Each version highlights

the enduring flexibility
of McCartney's melody.

TIPS FOR
MASTERING THE
LET IT BE PIANO
SOLO

If you are serious about
perfecting this piece,
consider these
advanced tips:

* Listen to
multiple
versions:
Hearing different
interpretations
will help you
develop your
own phrasing
and dynamics.

e Record
yourself: Play
along with the
original track,
then listen back.
Check if you are
rushing or
dragging the
tempo.

e Focus on the
high C: This is
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the emotional
apex. Don't just
play it loud; aim
for a singing
tone. Use your
arm weight
rather than just
your fingers.
Experiment
with voicing: In
the chords, try
bringing out the
top note of the
right hand's
broken chords to
create a melody
within the
harmony.
Practice the
transition out:
The solo ends
with a
descending run
that leads back
into the chorus.
This transition
should be
smooth and
natural.

Common
Mistakes
to Avoid

1. Playing too fast:

The solo has a
calm, unhurried
feel. Resist the
urge to speed

up.

. Ignoring the left

hand: Many
beginners focus
only on the right-
hand melody.
But the left hand
provides the
harmonic
foundation.

. Overpedaling:

Use the sustain
pedal sparingly
and change it on
every chord to
maintain clarity.

. Lack of rubato:

The solo
breathes. Allow



slight pauses at
phrase
boundaries to
mimic
McCartney's
expressive
timing.

WHY THE LET IT BE
PIANO SOLO
ENDURES

Decades after its
release, the Let It Be
piano solo continues
to inspire. It is a
testament to the power
of simplicity in music.
In an age of ever more
complex production
and rapid instrumental
solos, this slow, gentle
piano break reminds us
that less can truly be
more. It also serves as
a gateway for many
budding pianists.
Countless tutorials,
YouTube lessons, and
sheet music books
feature this solo as a
key teaching piece. It
introduces players to

10

the concept of musical
expression beyond
mere note accuracy.

Moreover, the solo's
emotional resonance is
timeless. Whether you
are playing it on a
grand Steinway at a
concert hall or on a
small digital keyboard
at home, the act of
performing this solo
can be a form of
meditation. It
encapsulates the
song's core message:
to let go of worries and
find peace. For many,
the Let It Be piano
solo is not just a
musical phrase—it is a
whispered reassurance
from McCartney’s
mother, a musical hug
for the weary soul.

CONCLUSION

In the vast catalog of
The Beatles, the Let It
Be piano solo stands
as a quiet masterpiece.
Its simplicity belies a
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deep understanding of
melody, emotion, and
timing. From its origins
in a tense recording
session to its status as
a global ©piano
standard, this solo has
proven that the most
powerful music often
speaks softly. Whether
you are a lifelong fan

learning the notes for
the first time or a
seasoned performer
looking to refine your
expression, the solo
offers endless
opportunities for
connection. As you
play those gentle
ascending lines,
remember: let it be.
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